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2018 State Meetings
State Board and Chapter meetings are held at:
American Legion Post 92
8083 Rt 20, Waterville, NY 13480

PRESIDENT
Mike Giarrusso
(315) 569-8326
mikegia@email.com

REGION A COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585) 746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518) 365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

REGION B
COORDINATOR
Michael Fuller
(518) 792-2845
mjmn4@msn.com

Saturday, Feb. 17

Noon: Board

Sunday, March 18

11 am: Board

Sunday, May 20

TBA: Board

REGION C
COORDINATOR
Bill Dunster
(315) 730-3641
wmdunster3535@verizon.net

Saturday, June 16

11 am: Board

Saturday, Aug. 18

Noon: Board

Sunday, Sept. 16

11 am: Board

Saturday, Nov. 17

Noon: Board

Sunday, Dec. 16

11 am: Board

SECRETARY
Prospector Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net
TREASURER
Robert “BAR” Porter
(619) 804-2345
nyabatetreasurer@gmail.com
LEGISLATIVE
COORDINATOR
Gary Collier
(315) 269-6702 (day)
(315) 826-5284 (night)
gcollier@ntcnet.com
SARGEANT@ARMS
Mike Whitney
(518) 478-8235
mwharleyfan@aol.com
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Rima Cerron
(518) 322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

REGION D
COORDINATOR
OPEN
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ABATE of New York Inc.
2018 Officers

1 pm: Chapter
TBA: Chapter

Monday, May 21 Freedom Rally
1 pm: Chapter
1 pm: Chapter

Regional meetings shall convene on the third week of every third
month located in the specific region.

REGION E COORDINATOR
John Tichy
(207) 809-9766
usssbr@gmail.com
Scan this QR code to go directly
to http://abateny.org
Don’t know how to use it? Visit
your phone's app store
(examples include
the Android Market,
Apple App Store,
etc.) and download
a QR code
reader/scanner app.

STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of NY, PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bette Collier, Judd Collier
Graphic Design
(315) 826-5284
nysabate@gmail.com

TREASURY MANAGER
Rima Cerrone
(518) 322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

WEBMASTER
John Cholewa
(845) 705-6370
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com

Next Newsletter Issue
Deadline
March/April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .February 12
If you need a flyer for an event that will run in the newsletter
we will design one for you. Email nysabate@gmail.com for
details.
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CHAPTERS BY REGION

ABATE of New York
Chapters by Region

REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne

B

REGION B
Warren
REGION C
Cayuga
Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego
Southern Tier

C

REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn

A

REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

E
A Western Region
B Adirondack Region
C Scenic Region
D Metro NY/LI Region
E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

5 BOROUGHS

CAYUGA

MONROE

ORLEANS

SOUTHERN TIER

P.O Box 193
Brooklyn, NY 11216

PO Box 74
Auburn NY 13021

PO Box 13277
Rochester NY 14613

PO Box 43
Medina NY 14103

PO Box 2441
Binghamton NY 13902

ALBANY

COLUMBIA

NORTH ULSTER

OSWEGO

WARREN

PO Box 3808
Albany NY 12203

PO Box 227
Hudson NY 12534

PO Box 621
West Hurley, NY 12491

PO Box 345
Hannibal NY 13074

PO Box 2213
Glens Falls NY 12801

BROOKLYN

CORTLANDCHENANGO

ONONDAGA

RENSSELAER

WAYNE

PO Box 11575
Syracuse NY 13218

PO Box 452
East Greenbush NY 12061

PO Box 332
Ontario NY 14519

ONTARIO

SCHOHARIE

PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

PO Box 665
Richmondville NY 12149

PO Box 245064
Brooklyn NY 11224

PO Box 128
Homer NY 13077

BUFFALO-ERIE

4

D

PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224

GENESEE
PO Box 233
Elba NY 14058

by Rima Cerrone

One of the main reasons I became an active member of ABATE of
New York, Inc. is because of our aims and purposes which are on our
website. I have also included them at the end of this article. It is very
important to me to be a part of the motorcycle community. While I
was pregnant many moons ago I was in a motorcycle accident.
Although still supportive of the motorcycle community I stopped
riding to focus on being a mom and fear. Motherhood is an ongoing
process no matter the age of your children but now that I have an
empty nest I am compassionate about riding again, although a bit
nervous.
ABATE of New York, Inc. hosts two events a year, the Business
Seminar in January and the Freedom Rally in May. Although both are
very important for a variety of reasons I want to focus on the Freedom
Rally. The Freedom Rally is our opportunity to demonstrate our
legislative position to the public at the Capitol. It is important for us to
fight for safety and rights as a group. A large attendance will attract the
news media and therefor promote public support.
We need to ride to the Capitol from Taft Furniture as a group to
gain attention that we are here and we are strong. There are over 2,000
members in 19 chapters representing ABATE of NY, Inc. We cover the
Adirondacks, Capitol District, Catskills Lower Hudson Valley, New
York City, Western NY, Fingerlakes and Central NY. A group of people
has more influence and/or power than one person. Working together
would attract more attention and accomplish so much more. I know
many of us work but we also know that every year it is the third
Monday in the month of May. As a motorcycle enthusiast, this day is
important.
We need to fill the Capitol with people to make our voices heard.
Invitations need to be sent out to media, senators, assembly members,
local mayors and city councils. Gathering with motorcycle enthusiasts
to collectively speak out for fair treatment and safety for all
motorcyclists is our common goal. This is our opportunity to share our
views, opinions and expose flaws in current legislation. We need strong
passionate speakers to address our concerns. This is the time to
demonstrate a positive image of ABATE to the motorcycle community
and make alliances with other people, groups and organizations that
support our rights. We are strong in numbers!
Last and most important is all members of ABATE should make
appointments with their local legislators and assembly members. This
is your opportunity to seek for sponsors for legislation. There are times
your official might not be available so keep in mind that a staff
member who advises the official who you are interviewing can also
help you to achieve the result you desire. Make sure you are familiar
with ABATE of New York, Inc.’s Legislative Position Paper. You want
to be informed and organized for your interview to make clear concise
points. If you cannot make it to Albany make an appointment at the
local office of you state representatives and include the press to get
coverage. If it is impossible to get the day off from work call, fax, email
or mail a letter on the 3rd Monday in May.
Let us not lose focus on who we are. We are American Bikers Aimed
Toward Education. We do fight for motorcycle rights and we do work

with our local politicians to make positive change. In order to
accomplish this we need to work together. There is always
strength in numbers; “The more individuals or organizations
that you can rally to your cause, the better.” Mark Shields

ABATE of New York Aims and Purposes
A. To review and inform our members about federal, state,
and local levels of government motorcycle legislation and to
promote favorable motorcycle legislation regarding the following:
1. Insurance
2. Licensing
3. Modifications
4. Bans
5. Restrictions
6. Emissions
7. Noise levels
B. To improve road condition thus making roads safer for
motorcyclists.
1. Alerting the D.O.T. of dangerous roadway conditions.
C. To help prevent accidents through education.
1. Promote motorcycle awareness programs for all motorists.
2. Promote rider education course for motorcyclists.
3. To work towards insurance reductions though motorcycle
rider education and lower motorcycle accidents.
D. To promote positive community relations.
1. Active participation in activities benefiting the common
welfare of the community.
2. Active participation in events sponsored by/for charitable
organizations.
E. To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.
1. Informing members how elected or appointed
government representatives voted on legislation affecting
motorcyclists.
2. Encouraging members to register and vote.
3. Encouraging qualified members to run for public office.
4. Encouraging members to write their representatives at
federal, state, and local levels, on all issues concerning
motorcycles: Favorable or Unfavorable.
5. Attending motorcycle events and distributing
information on current status of motorcycle legislation. Report on
elected officials at all levels of government who approves or
disapproves of said legislation.
6. To act as an information source to help discrimination
against motorcyclists.
F. To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and
government authorities, police departments, government agencies,
insurance companies, and other organizations.
G. To report and discourage biased news reporting of
motorcyclists.
H. To present and promote a better public image of
motorcyclists.
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ABATE Aims and Purposes are Mine
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Meeting Minutes
State Meeting November 18,
2017
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Call to order by President Giarrusso at
11:55
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Board members present: Mike
Giarrusso, Prospector, Mike Whitney,
Jody Ferrara, Tom Alton, Mike Fuller,
Rima Cerrone, Robert Porter, Andy
Liuzzi, John Tichy, Ron Lewis
Guests: Gary and Bette Collier, Pete
Campanella
President Giarrusso asked for Treasurer
Porter’s resignation due to improprieties,
Ie: questioning patch/pin orders from
office manager, newsletter printing and
postage bills not paid on time (we must
now pay printing in advance), withdrawal
of funds from a member’s personal bank
account, paying himself a salary, attempt
to withdraw funds from MAC account,
office manager not paid on time.
Treasurer states all bills are paid on
time.
DISCUSSION: Treasurer states MAC
Board authorized him to access the
account. President had directed him to
cease efforts. President states that treasurer
has been paying himself, treasurer states
that he has taken two payments. Pete
Campanella states that his personal
account had funds withdrawn and that he
was notified by the post office that the
MAC address had been changed without
his knowledge.
Treasurer states that he has not
reimbursed the treasury for the two
payments made to himself. Treasurer
states that foundation funds were sent to
him by the bank and the check was lost in
the mail and a new check was mailed
yesterday. Treasurer states he will not
resign
MOTION #B34-17: John/Ron waive
reading of minutes of previous meeting
Unan
US Rep Katko will speak at seminar
Membership is up.
We will continue free membership
offer.

Rima is still working on dealership
poster. Finger Lakes property still has not
been returned president can not be
reached.
Trifold: next printing should include
legislation we have passed.
ABATE RRF PAC has been dissolved
and must be removed news letter and
website.
New PAC administrator is needed.
Newsletter editor will notify webmaster to
remove PAC.
DISCUSSION: ABATE products
Outside advertisers on ABATE webpage.
Webpage discussion tabled.
Officer Manager contract
Andy will purchase previously
approved computer ($400 limit) and get
it to new office manager. Andy and John
volunteered to move office contents to
new office.
MOTION B35-17: Tom/Andy
Adjourn
Meeting adjourned 1 PM

Chapter Meeting November
18, 2017
Call to order by President Giarrusso at
1:10
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Roll call: 13 chapters present
President states that he had asked
treasurer's resignation at the board
meeting and treasurer declined to resign.
DISCUSSION: Impeachment of
treasurer
MOTION #S16-17: Buff
/Erie/Oswego; Enact Art II Sec I Par B
and C proceedings against treasurer R
Porter
DISCUSSION: Impeachment of
treasurer
President interprets bylaws as chapter
officer’s, not chapters, having authority to
petition the board to remove treasurer,
there should be a vote. Motion amended
to include Sec J
Roll call vote on the motion
9 aye 3 nay 1 abst

Southern Tier moved to have treasurer
write check to Pete Campanella to make
him whole
Motion not needed to reimburse Pete
$1246.23
MOTION #S17-17 Cayuga/Buff/Erie;
Impeach treasurer to be voted at Feb 2018
meeting
DISCUSSION: Monitoring of
treasurer's actions
Break 2:10 call to order 2:27
US Rep Katko will speak at seminar.
State board nominations:
VP Pete Campanella
Legis Coord Gary Collier
Reg B Coord Mike Fuller
Reg C Coord Bill Dunster
President Giarrusso reported on
Meeting of the Minds
Treasurer's report See att.
MOTION #S18-17: So Tier/Albi
accept treasurer’s report
12 aye 1 nay
Legislative report: Prospector; Bill
S2119a/A7486 a was signed by the
governor on Oct 23rd
New senators were elected in special
elections in Disi 26, 27, 71
There are 7 open seats in the assembly,
no special elections have been scheduled
yet
Update on Waco tragedy
Rima was unsuccessful in her bid for
Schenectady City Council
PR report Rima has been busy
campaigning will have report at next
meeting
Reg A: Jody Membership is a problem
Reg C: Tom; MRF all chapters should
be sustaining members.
Prospector: NY is #1 state in
responding to MRF calls to action
Freedom Rally report. Nothing yet
Seminar report: R Porter
DISCUSSION: High cost of rooms
seminar incentive locations
DISCUSSION: 2018 budget.
Vote on 2018 budget 13 aye 0 nay
Vote on #S14-17 move May meeting
to Sat and have it in Waterville 6 aye, 6
nay, 1 abst. Does not pass.
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Meeting Minutes
State Board election:
VP: Andy Liuzzi
Leg Coord: Gary Collier
Reg B Coord: Mike Fuller
Reg C Coord: Bill Dunster
LI ABATE has offered to share space at Javits Center
Ron Lewis: Treasurer states that if he gets a list of the charges
against him today, he will answer them at the Dec board meeting
and waive the 30 day letter.
President Giarrusso declined.
DISCUSSION: Raffle; ABATE of NY cannot hold a raffle, it
would have to be done by the foundation, stated by treasurer.
Onondaga asked how milestone members are decided. It is done
office manager.
Damien Buff/Erie President will donate to MRF the money that
was donated to him during his recent illness
MOTION #S19-17: Oswego/Cayuga; Adjourn Meeting
adjourned

Orleans County
Chapter

ABATE
Albany, New York

Chapter Meetings:
2nd Sunday, Noon
at Medina Vets Club, 216 E. Center St.

https://www.facebook.com/abateny5Boroughs/
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recommendations to the BLM on the management of more than
10-million acres of public lands in eight counties of southern
California. The BLM will consider nominations until Dec. 4. The
five positions to be filled are: one renewable energy industry, two
public-at-large and two elected officials. Members help the BLM
carry out its multiple-use mission and stewardship of 245-million
National and Regional News
acres of public lands. The nomination form is available for
PICKERINGTON, Ohio - The American Motorcyclist
download on the Desert Advisory Council webpage.
Association filed an amicus brief with the highest court in the land
CARRIER MILLS, Ill. - A federal grant will allow officials to
Nov. 20 defending the rights of motorcyclists against unlawful
develop a 26-mile off-road vehicle trail system at the Sahara Woods
search and seizure as protected by the Fourth Amendment to the
State Fish and Wildlife Area in southern Illinois. The state
U.S. Constitution. The amicus brief was filed in case No. 16-1027,
Department of Natural Resources received a $1.2 million grant
Ryan Austin Collins v.
from the federal Recreational Trails
Commonwealth of Virginia. The
Program for a $1.5 million project
Supreme Court of Virginia ruled
announced in November by Gov.
that, because Collins’ vehicle was a
Bruce Rauner. State DNR funding will
motorcycle and not a car or truck,
account for about $300,000 of the
the officers who searched under
project and RTP funds, administered
Collins’ motorcycle cover did not
by the Federal Highway
need a warrant to do so. The
Administration, will provides up to 80
AMA’s brief argues that the
percent of its approved project costs.
judgment of the lower court should
The governor said demand is growing
be reversed. AMA President and
for off-highway vehicle recreation, and
CEO Rob Dingman stated that the AMA works to protect against the erosion of motorcyclist’s
the development will become a
amicus brief points out an example protections under the Fourth Admenment.
destination for riders from across the
of how motorcyclists’ rights can be
Midwest. Sahara Woods is about 340
threatened at all levels-and branches-of government. The AMA’s
miles south of Chicago.
brief states: “This Court’s analysis should not be affected by the fact
HELENA, Mont. - Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks named Beth
the vehicle searched was a motorcycle rather than a car or truck. ...
R. Shumate the new state parks administrator Monday following a
There is nothing inherently suspicious–and no inherent
nearly year-long vacancy at the post. Shumate has served as
justification for a search–in the use or ownership of a motorcycle.”
manager of Hell Creek State Park and, most recently, as FWP’s state
The brief points out that a motorcycle cover is commonly used to
trails program manager. Shumate is scheduled to begin work Dec.
protect motorcycles from the elements, to provide privacy and to
4.
prevent theft. “By removing and looking beneath the cover of the
RUIDOSO, N.M. - Jill and Ron Andrews, who founded and
motorcycle parked in the curtilage of the home, the police
organized the Golden Aspen Motorcycle Rally and AspenCash
conducted a warrantless search in violation of the Fourth
Motorcycle Rally/Poker Run, are retiring. The couple started the
Amendment,” the brief continues. While the AMA’s brief expresses
Golden Aspen rally 30 years ago. AspenCash is 20 years old. The
no opinion regarding the petitioner’s ultimate guilt or innocence of
two rallies, which drew about 25,000 registered participants to the
the alleged crime, it emphasizes that motorcycles should not be
area each year, will end unless someone steps in to take over. The
subjected to unreasonable searches and seizures. The consequences
Andrewses won the AMA Outstanding Road Rider of the Year
of the erosion of motorcyclists’ protections under the Fourth
Award in 2005 and were featured on the cover of the July 2016
Amendment would be severe.
issue of American Motorcyclist.
AUSTIN, Texas - A proposed change in park management could
State News
place decisions about access to public land in the hands of one
RIVERSIDE. Calif. - The Wildomar Off-Highway Vehicle Area
person. The Austin City Council and Travis County commissioners
will be closed for at least a year due to the effect of an 866-acre
are considering amendments to Chapter 12 of the Balcones
blaze that started Oct. 26, Cleveland National Forest spokeswoman
Canyonlands Preserve Land Management Plan, which governs
Olivia Walker said. The campsite at the south end of the trails also
Emma Long Motorcycle Park. Off-road motorcycle riding was
is closed. The OHV area has 8 miles of dirt trails and typically
among the grandfathered uses in Emma Long Metropolitan Park
attracts 50 to 100 riders each weekend. It’s the only OHV trail in
when the BCP was established in 1996 and has continued since,
western Riverside County.
despite some trail closures contested by enthusiasts. In fact, all
MORENO VALLEY, Calif. - The Bureau of Land
grandfathered uses were included in the original Habitat
Management’s California Desert District is soliciting nominations
Conservation Plan and are acknowledged in the current proposal,
for five members of its California Desert Advisory Council to serve
which states, “continued public access at the same levels as were
three-year terms. The council’s 15 members provide advice and
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PICKERINGTON, Ohio - Former AMA Board Member Charles R.
Goman, of Winder, Ga., passed away Nov. 14 after a long illness. He was
73. Mr. Goman was an AMA member for 34 years and represented the
Southeast Region on the AMA Board of Directors from 2009 until
2012. Mr. Goman’s widow, Donna, said he was diagnosed with dementia
in 2011 and his health issues led to his leaving the AMA Board, but he
never lost his enthusiasm for motorcycling.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio Today (Dec. 1) is the deadline for
nominating an individual or
organization for one of the AMA
Board of Directors Awards for
2018. The program recognizes the
individuals and organizations who
have demonstrated leadership,
uncommon excellence, and
dedication
to the AMA mission of promoting the motorcycle lifestyle

and protecting the future of motorcycling. Send your nomination to
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occurring in 1996.” Nevertheless, the current proposal goes on to say:
“Any existing trails not approved by the Coordinating Committee
Secretary will be closed.” The AMA is working with Austin-area riders to
keep trails open and to stop this move to concentrate power in the hands
of one bureaucrat. For more information, contact Friends of Emma
Long Motorcycle Park leader Tomas Pantin at moto@pantin.com, visit
www.BestAustin.com or contact the AMA at grassroots@amacycle.org.

Fundraiser for the Phelps
Business
Develop-

Open to
the Public!

• 5/21/18 FREEDOM RALLY ALBANY, NY.
• 6/10/ 18 ANNUAL ABATE POKER RUN
Run time and place TBD

• 8/01/18 PHELPS SAUERKRAUT BIKE SHOW
• 8/26/18 CHAPTER MEMORIAL RIDE, TBD
• 9/09/18 9/11 MEMORIAL RIDE

• 11/24/18 CHRISTMAS PARTY

Meetings are the first Sunday of the month, 10:00 am
At José and Willy’s, 20 Lakeshore Dr., Canandaigua

nual
An

ili
Ch

Inn on the Lake, 770 Main St., Canandaigua , NY.

FREE!

eo

Jose and Willies. 20 Lakeshore Drive, Canandaigua, NY

• 3/18/18– 10 AM TO 3PM– SWAP MEET

u

Co

Ro
d

February 24, 2018

AB

CABIN FEVER PARTY

AT

Bring a Chili
& admission is

y
nt

www.abatenyontario.com

f Cayuga C
Eo
o

ok-off &

Sign up for an
ABATE
membership
& the admission is

FREE!

February 17, 2018
Sponsored by:

12:00 Noon - 5 pm

Recreation Center
3579 Franklin Street, Auburn
For more information call (315) 567-5255

All others $
admission is

5

Monthly Meetings are the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at VFW
44, Genesee Street, Auburn
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By John Boice Jr, President, Columbia Chapter

One of our annual runs for Columbia Chapter is our Toy Run. This year
marked our 38th annual run with all proceeds going to the Edith Casey
Stocking Fund. The Edith Casey Stocking Fund is now in it's 97th year and
provides toys, books, games, etc for family's in need at Christmas in the
Columbia County area. Their motto is "Making sure every Columbia County
child has something under the tree".
This year our Chapter raised $1800.00 from that run and our committee
chair Jennifer Sitzer made every penny count for the cause. On
December 2, 2017 the Chapter members came to the donation
station with a van and trailer loaded with boxes of toys, books,
games and other items for the Stocking Fund. They even came
out on such a cold day with bikes to show support, and I can
honestly say that I am so proud of the members of this Chapter
for all that they have done for both the community and the
organization in this past year.
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Edith Casey Stocking Fund

2018 NYS ABATE Board
Back row: John Tichey, Region E Coordinator, Bill Dunster, Region
C Coordinator, Rima Cerron, Public Relations, Mike Fuller, Region
B Coordinator, Gary Collier, Legislative Coordinator. Front row:
Rober Porter, Treasurer, Andy Liuzzi, Vice President, Mike
Giarrusso, President, Mike Whitney, Sargeant at Arms, and
Prosperctor Boellner. The position of Region D Coordinator
(see page 4 for area) is still open. Help your voice to be
heard by volunteering for the position.
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Cruisin for Tots Part II-The Delivery
by Andrew W. Liuzzi

Many of you may recall
our collaboration of 3
groups–ABATE of Albany,
Bad Moon Riders M/C
and American Legion
Riders 1092–that did a
Toys 4 Tots event, back in
August, to raise money for
the Capital District Toys
for Tots Foundation. The
cruise was quite a success
and we managed to raise
$5,001.61 to buy toys
with. Our 3 groups agreed Riders from ABATE of Albany, Bad Moon Riders M/C and American Legion Riders 1092 braved a very chilly day.
every penny would go
the Capital District. Sondra was in tears as she saw the turn-out
towards toys, blankets, and gloves for the kids. After August’s event
and the trucks being unloaded. When District 1 said, “Stuff the
we scheduled a ‘shopping day’ with people from each of the 3
truck” we said, “Challenge accepted.” Between the toys we’d bought
groups involved. We spent every penny of the money at 5 Below, in
with the money raised on the Cruise, and generous donations from
Latham, NY, and loaded the toys into trucks, delivered them to a
everyone that gave…we delivered
storage area, and waited for the scheduled “Stuff the Truck” Toys
over $8,000.00 in toys. We
for Tots event on November 25th.
managed to stuff the truck, the
The morning of the event 6 trucks went to the storage area and
trailer, and a second truck. But the
loaded all the toys. They drove to the American Legion Post 1092,
festivities didn’t end there.
in Niskayuna, NY, and started the breakfast duties. Big Scotty, of
Inside LT’s Grill Roxy & the
BMR M/C, and his wife, Debbie, did most of the cooking, and the
Road Kings entertained the crowd
desserts were supplied by Melissa Paddock. News crews showed up,
while LT’s employees fed everyone.
and bikes began to arrive as the sun
It was a great day!! I’d like to say
shined on us that day. It started out at
THANK YOU to Bad Moon
28º but soon rose to 33º as we neared
Big Scotty of BMR M/C doing Riders M/C, American Legion
the time for Kick Stands Up. People
an interview with a tv news. Riders Post 1092, ABATE Albany
driving by stopped and gave us toys and
Chapter, JJ’s Cycles, Sondra’s Fine
donations towards the event. JJ’s Cycle,
Jewelers, Riverview Taxi, Roxy & the Road Kings, The Kings Inn,
of 1397 Broadway, Watervliet, NY, not
Central Self Storage, Tim Bliss as our annual Santa, and everyone
only brought toys for the event, but
that gave so generously. If I missed anyone I apologize. It was a day
gave a check to us to deliver, as well.
of happiness shared with many. Thank you all. Wishing you all a
Santa Claus (Tim Bliss)
Everyone was enjoying breakfast and
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
showing their Christmas spirit as Santa Claus (Tim Bliss) arrived
on his Road-King with his trusty helper, Cris Garhartt. More toys
arrived from various Clubs and independent riders and neighbors.
We staged the bikes with Santa at the rear, followed by the 6
trucks full of toys. As we rolled through the neighborhoods people
ran out to watch us go by–kids waving and screaming as Santa
passed them–and we blocked traffic on the main road to move our
procession along smoothly. As we entered the Plaza we were greeted
by the “Stuff the Truck” crew of Niskayuna District 1 Fire
Department, with a huge American flag flying overhead, Sondra’s
Fine Jewelers proprietor, Sondra, Roxy & the Road Kings Band,
and the owners of LT’s Grill, at 2305 Nott St. Niskayuna, NY, and
Thank you to all who gave so generously.
several US Marines representing the Toys for Tots Foundation of

Your Motorcycle Riders Foundation team in Washington, D.C. is pleased to
provide our members with the latest information and updates on issues that
impact the freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. Count on your
MRF to keep you informed about a range of matters that are critical to the
advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle. Published weekly when
the U.S. Congress is in session.

NEWS FROM THE HILL – An Alphabet Soup of
Acronyms: AVs, RPM, & RFS This Week
“We’re close”…were the words spoken to me by an
unnamed staffer on Capitol Hill this week during a meeting on
the autonomous vehicles legislation. Your MRF has been doing
a slew of meetings to reiterate the point that motorcycles
MUST be included in any legislation as it relates to the safety
of autonomous vehicles. We’ve made headway in the Senate
bill, but have more work to do in the House version. Behind
the scenes there are a couple of Democratic senators that are
holding up activity on the bill; Sens. Richard Blumenthal (DConn.) and Ed Markey (D-Mass.) whose offices tell me they
want more time to discuss safety, privacy and cybersecurity
issues. Fair enough! Still though, staffers are hopeful the Senate
version of the bill (which includes language the MRF pushed
for) will be taken up for a vote before Christmas. If so, the
House and Senate will then have to reconcile the differences
between their own versions. Tick-tock….
Ahead of a Thursday meeting this week between Trump and
other senior officials about ethanol policy, Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott formally asked for a Renewable Fuel Standard waiver
from Pruitt. What does this mean? Well, it would mean that
Texas would not have to comply with the ethanol blending
quotas set forth by the EPA. It begs the question – can other
states do this too? "The time is ripe for EPA to grant
substantive relief from the unique, adverse impacts the RFS
program is having on the state of Texas," Governor Abbott
wrote in a letter. This uproar comes after the recent
announcement from the EPA that they had finalized a rule that
instead would hold steady the quotas on renewable fuels (like
ethanol) under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) for 2018.
You’ll recall that earlier this year, the EPA proposed changes to
the RFS which, for the first time, would NOT call for an
increase in conventional ethanol and instead proposed to
LOWER the required volume of cellulosic biofuel by 73
million gallons. HOWEVER, ethanol producers and
lawmakers from corn states urged the EPA to back off its earlier
proposal to trim the mandate. Reportedly, President Trump,
who ran on a platform of supporting the RFS, personally asked
EPA head Scott Pruitt not to reduce the biofuels standard. So
now, concerned states are looking for ways to get around the
RFS requirements…hence Texas’s request for a waiver. Though
temporary, it could be a potential state-led solution as Congress
continues to debate over what to do over ethanol…

Holding on to the coattails of recent Senate activity, the U.S.
House Energy & Commerce Committee passed the RPM Act
without amendment earlier this week by a margin of 33-20,
with affirmative votes from all of the committee Republicans
and three Democrats: Schrader (OR), Loebsack (IA), and Ruiz
(CA). The Senate version of the RPM Act went through a
similar exercise a couple of weeks ago. NOW that those
procedural hurdles have cleared, the next step is to get
leadership (that’s Senator Mitch McConnell from Kentucky
and House Speaker Paul Ryan from Wisconsin) to bring the
bills up for a vote. Look for a Call to Action from the MRF
shortly after the holidays to help spur this action.
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Inside the Beltway

The certificate, below, was presented to NYS
ABATE at September’s Meeting of the Minds for
our continued support of the MRF.

EXECUTIVE & REGULATORY UPDATES – Riders
Across the Nation Flex Their Muscles on MAC
This week, in one of the worst examples of government
bureaucracy to date, the first meeting of the Motorcyclist
Advisory Council was convened. If you don’t know what that is
then you must have missed (or ignored) the dozens of emails
and Calls to Action notices that have gone out over the last 3
weeks. The “MAC” is the ONLY official forum on a national
scale for motorcyclists to have an open dialogue with the
Government to discuss concerns like road and barrier design,
the emergence of autonomous vehicles and other areas of the
nation’s highways and infrastructure which impact
motorcyclists in a unique way.
And though my 7-year-old kid realizes that you’ll have to
include ACTUAL motorcycle riders representing ACTUAL onstreet motorcycle associations to have this conversation, the
federal government does not. Despite your MRF telling
them…despite Members of Congress telling them…..despite
riders across the country telling them…over and over again.
Maybe the 333rd time is the charm? During the meeting
your MRF requested to deliver oral remarks and so I did. To
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the full Committee. And government officials. And to back up my oral
argument, I also delivered a petition with over 5,200 signatories that
DEMANDED additional seats be added to the MAC for STATE and
NATIONAL motorcycle riders’ associations. And while I don’t know what
the outcome will be, I do know that this petition has gone to the highest
levels of the Department of Transportation. And I have it on good authority
that the MRF has made waves within the Department over this MAC
nonsense. I’ll rest better when those waves turn into action. Until then, I am
going to keep up the fight. I hope you will too.

STATE NEWS – A Win in Wisconsin
Last week, Governor Walker of Wisconsin signed a new law addressing
right-of-way violations. Wisconsin Act 105 expands the list of rules of the
road violations for which the State requires the offender’s attendance at a
mandatory right-of-way course. It also increases penalties for right-of-way
violations. As anyone who rides knows, right-of-way violations can cause
catastrophic and fatal damage to motorcyclists. Many states are working
hard to make these types of violations carry hefty penalties in an effort to
address the safety of motorcyclists. Congrats to ABATE of Wisconsin for
making riders safer all over the Badger State. If your state is looking for a
blue print on how to make headway in your own legislature on right-of-way
violations, let me know and I’ll put you in touch with the powers that be
over at ABATE of Wisconsin.

MRF NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
To my faithful weekly readers, you now
realize that last Friday, our weekly Riding
Free Bulletin didn’t make it to your inbox. I
hope you’re not too mad – it is for a good
reason:
That’s right, last weekend, yours truly was
taking the beginners riding course courtesy
of Harley-Davidson Riding Academy. And
while I won’t tell you if I dropped my bike
(okay, yes I will – I did. More than once.) I
WILL tell you that I passed and am now in
proud possession of my motorcycle license.
And most importantly…I kind of love it.
So that being said – who has a good deal on
a bike for me? I am partial to the Harley Street 500 but beggars can’t be
choosers.
RIDE FREEMegan Ekstrom
Vice-President of Government Affairs & Public Relations
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation
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About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the federal level for states’
motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is
chiefly concerned with issues at the national and international levels that impact the freedom and
safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the
advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners
to help educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington and beyond.

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER AND
EARN A

*

20%

COMMISSION
OPEN TO ALL ABATE MEMBERS
*Commissions will be paid out quarterly.
(See the Advertising Price Sheet for pricing.)
All ads must be paid prior to running in the
newsletter. Please submit payment with
Advertising Pricing Sheet on the next page.

WHO SHOULD ADVERTISE HERE?
MOTORCYCLE REPAIR SHOPS
PAINT SHOPS
MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHIPS
INJURY LAWYERS
INSURANCE COMPANIES
MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORY STORE
RESTAURANTS, BARS & PUBS
SUMMER SPECIAL EVENTS
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The abaTe newsletter “The Freedom Writer” advertising price sheet 2017-2018
Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and
have it delivered right to our members.
Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July,
September and November. Deadlines are December 1st for January
issue, February 1st for March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st
for July issue, August 1st for September issue and October 1st for
November issue.
Supply your art work & text with this form. You can also e-mail to
nysabate@gmail.com. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics.
AbAte of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement
that is not in the best interest of our organization. All advertisement
must be pre-paid, please remit payment with form below.

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS AbAte Inc. Newletter (the
Freedom Writer) and on Website (abateny.org)
NYS AbAte Inc reserves the right to reject any advertisement,
either in our newsletter or on our website, regarded as objectionable in
wording or appearance or against the aims of our organization. All
advertisements are accepted and published upon the representation
that the agency and/or advertiser is of good repute and authorized to
publish the entire contents and the subject matter of the advertisement.
the agency and/or advertiser will indemnify and hold the NYS AbAte
Inc. harmless from any loss or expense resulting from claims or suits
for defamation, libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or
copyright infringement, including but not limited to trademarks, trade
names and patents.

SALESMAN NAME____________________________________ CHAPTER NAME ______________________________
SEND AD FILE TO NYSABATE@GMAIL.COM
SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO:
NYS AbAte StAte OFFICe MANAGeR
PO box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
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NYS ABATE Milestone Members
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS TO OUR ORGANIZATION
AND THANK THEM FOR JOINING.
Steve Rason
Penny Lee Deere
Darrin Moreland

Edward Spence
Kevin Manley
Gregory Halpin

Peter Zeliff Jr
Derek Scarbrough
Anthony Acosta

George H Pogel Jr
Bobbie Staiger
Lamont Hutchinson

WE WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE OUR NEWEST MILESTONE MEMBERS
AND THANK THEM FOR THEIR CONTINUED DEDICATION TO THE ORGANIZATION.
Thomas Parrish
Luigi Barbera
Tammy Ware
John Heinrich

Bill Techman
Dutch Lockwood
Donald L Sweeney
John Wallace

5 YEARS:
Brunhilde “Bee” Bauer
Mary Jane DeJac
Tim Jackson
Robert Kucienski

Andrew Liuzzi
Kelvin Williams
John Koegel
Scott “Stretch” Ryan

Jackie Salvatore
John Gilfilian

Christopher Williams

10 YEARS:
Jen Scott

Paula Mayo

Chip Rubin

Mike Altieri

15 YEARS:

Joe LaPlaca
Rick Roth

David H Hames

20 YEARS:
Corkey Allen

Stephen J Elliott

22 YEARS:
Roger J Benton
23 YEARS:
Nathaniel Priest

Gene Raduns

Scott Fentzke

24 YEARS:
Jonathan Child

Bob Rodriguez

Ed Andross

26 YEARS:
Robert E Chatterson
27 YEARS:
Jean Saunders
33 YEARS:
Ken Postle
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H OUR NEWEST CHARTER LIFE MEMBER: Alan E Webb H

Deborah Dean-Schahner

David H. Morgan, 68, of Blodgett Mills, NY, passed away on
Friday, November 17, 2017, at his home, after a lengthy illness.
Born in Cortland, NY, on September 26, 1949, David was the
son of the late Howard Morgan and the late Bessie Parker Magee.
He retired from Redding Hunter in 2015 where
he had been employed as a machine operator.
He enjoyed riding motorcycles and was a
member of the Office Biker’s of CNY and past
president and member of ABATE. David was
an avid hunter and a member of the Blodgett
Mills’ Rod & Gun Club.
He is survived by his wife of 24 years, Faith
Freelove Morgan; children, Tonya Funkhouser
of NC, Merissa Morgan of TX, and Charles

If you or anyone you
know has been
stopped at a
motorcycle-only
roadblock
or harassed in any way
by law enforcement
for being on a
motorcycle, please
contact Prospector
ASAP at (518) 239-4560
to make a formal
complaint to the
Attorney General's
office.

(Emily) Sprague of Ithaca; stepchildren, Ric Thornton of Marathon
and Jason Thornton of Cortland. He also leaves behind brothers,
Charles Johnson, Sr. of NC, Leon Ryerson of Moravia, Robert
Johnson, Jr. of Locke, Douglas Morgan of AZ, and Keith Betz of
AZ; sisters, Bonnie Johnson of Cortland, Nancy
Niswender of Moravia, Holly Sorrell of
Jamesville, Louise Betz of AZ, Laura Hudon of
Cortland, and Grace Betz of Homer; several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; his best
friend and canine companion, Cici; several
nieces, nephews, and cousins; and several
hunting buddies.
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased
by a son, Jeffrey David Morgan.

Motorcycle Riders Foundation
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Farewell to ex-member, Dave Morgan

Phone (202) 546-0983 www.mrf.org / mrfoffice at mrf.org

Do something more to protect your rights!

JOIN AND SUPPORT MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION
Annual Individual Membership. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30

3-Year Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $80

Annual Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50

3-Year Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $130

Annual Sustaining Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$100

Sustaining Motorcycle Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Annual Industry Council Membership. . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Freedom Fighter Donation: $10, $25, or $ _______
New _______ Renewal (Member #_________________ )

REGISTER, VOTE AND RIDE!

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION:
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________State ____________Zip __________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Check here if you would like to receive MRF Email alerts
Check here if you do not want to receive patches and pins
Are you a member of a state motorcyclist’s rights organization?
Yes

No If yes, name ______________________________________________________________

Mail remittance to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation

Bu
ff

1325 G Street N.W. Suite 500 Washington D.C. 20005

a lo

- Er i e

TE
A
AB

CHARGE IT!
Visa, MasterCard or AmEx
Card Number ______________________

PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224

abateny.org

Expiration Date __________________________
Signature Date____________________________

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
All information treated confidentially
Referred by ______________________________
Date ____________________________________
MRF # __________________________________
Exp. Date ________________________________
Member was given: Pin Patch Year
Rocker Newsletter
What issue? ______________________________
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Sheriff Revokes Gun Rights for
Associating With Hells Angels
by David "Double D" Devereaux
A recent incident in Modesto, California further evidences
that law enforcement is employing a new strategy to target
motorcycle clubs. The MPP has reported on the the national
trend towards law enforcement attempting to disarm motorcycle
club members, including those that have no criminal record, for
no other reason than their association with a motorcycle club. In
fact, many incidents, including the instant case in California,
involve individuals that have a Carry Concealed Weapon license,
which also means they have no criminal record and have
undergone extensive background checks.
Infringing on the right to legally carry strikes at the heart of
biker culture. There are nearly a million registered motorcyclists
in California. According to the National Motorcycle Profiling
Survey 2017, the Second Amendment right to bear arms is
supported by 99% of all bikers. The Second Amendment is likely
the one non- motorcycle related issue that almost all bikers agree
on.
Unfortunately for California, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
has ruled that carrying a weapon outside the home is not covered
by the Second Amendment, which means concealed carry is a
discretionary privilege and not a right. This also means that
revoking CCW’s do not violate the Second Amendment.
The positive impact is the hope that this growing threat to the
Second and First Amendments will generate further support and
participation in the movement to combat motorcycle profiling
legislatively, at the state and federal level.

The Story
In May 2017, an alleged associate of the Hells Angels
Motorcycle Club was stopped while riding with two others, one
of which authorities claim was a full patched Hells Angel that
failed to yield for law enforcement. It was discovered that the
alleged associate had a CCW. As a result of this stop, Sheriff
Adam Christianson, representing the agency that issued the
CCW, was notified by Modesto PD relating to the individual’s
alleged association with the Hells Angels MC. Sheriff
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Christianson then notified the alleged associate that his CCW
and right to carry a weapon was revoked based on his alleged
association with the Hells Angels.

Sheriff’s Letter Revoking CCW For Associating
With Outlaw MC’s. Why do they get away with
it?
To many it may seem that this is a blatant violation of the
Second Amendment. Essentially, the government is forcing a
choice between association and bearing arms, two Constitutional
rights. But the applicable 9th Circuit Court of Federal Appeals
precedent says that “concealed carry” is a privilege, and not a
fundamental right guaranteed by the Second Amendment. The
court reasoned “that the Second Amendment does not preserve
or protect the right of a member of the general public to carry
concealed firearms in public.” There is no Second Amendment
right to carry a concealed weapon, and therefore regulations that
limit one’s ability to get a CCW permit do not violate the U.S.
Constitution. 1
Additionally, California is what is termed a “may issue state”,
meaning that it is up to the discretion of the jurisdictional Sheriff
to approve or revoke an individual’s right to concealed carry.

Is there a solution?
The long-term impact on the civil liberties of patch holders,
and then likely others, is very alarming. To blatantly target a
community and revoke their rights to carry solely based on
association, with no personal guilt of any crime required, sounds
like a slippery slope.
The MPP believes that the ultimate solution lies in legislation
that directly challenges statutes that allow extreme discretion
when imposing restrictions on privileges like CCW’s based on an
individual’s 1st Amendment associational rights. Legislative
directives that require those reviewing CCW applicants to
disregard protected associations like motorcycle club
membership, would provide much needed protection related to
legal carry.

You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.

The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to
present another level of membership, designed to
memorialize members passed. The ABATE of
New York Forever Member will be memorialized
through a unique card and memorial certificate,
and continuing annual ABATE of New York
pins. Forever Members’ names will be published
in a special section of every subsequent issue of
The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New
York website. The card and certificate are meant
for the memorializing party to treasure, pins
perhaps to be saved or placed at the grave, and
the publication so all remember. Forever
Membership has been established at a one-time
cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at
time of death. For further information, or to
memorialize an ABATE of New York member
through Forever Membership, please contact the
State Office Manager at 888-344-4400.

Jan Aguirre
Chris Allen
Stan Bach
Robert B Bancroft
Jackie Baumer
Donald R Blasko
Chris Connolly
Bill Cox
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Dorothy Falt
Tom Fleming
Brenda Force
Dick Fulton
Bob Gleason
Victor Green
Michelle Hall
Joanne Houghtaling
Martin Hourihan
Luther "Dirty Luke"
Hughes
Ronald R Jones
Edmund “Eddy”
George Keyes

Chris "Baldy" Klein
Frank Martorana
“Big Deb” Matson
Gary P Myers
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Brian Paschen
Chris Peek
Barbara Rancourt
Joseph Rinere
Robert Ritchie
Walt Rutski
Frank Sabo
Angie Shufelt
Robert Shuster
Dan “Wind”
Smallwood
Martha Strouse
Robert Taylor
Rodney W Taylor
Mary Walker
John V “Jack”
Wrigley
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Forever Members
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Saturday
January 13, 2018
Turning Stone
Resort & Casino
5218 Patrick Rd, Verona, NY 13478
To reserve your room for
Friday, January 12 at the
ABATE rate call 800-771-7711

DED
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NEW YORK STATE

All five primary officers of
each Chapter, President,
Vice- President, Treasurer,
Secretary, and Legislative
coordinator are expected to
attend the Swearing in of officers.
The leadership and supporting staff are
encouraged to view the presentation for
awareness of Leadership, "We Are What
You Are About." Join us for morning
coffee and for lunch.

Chapter officers must
attend the seminar to
receive their chapter’s
charters!
Overnight accommodations will be
available at Turning Stone at a discounted
rate of $175.00. Our members will save
$34.00.
Friday, January 12 enjoy a get
together with other members at
our Meet and Greet in the Willow
Room from 7-11 pm.

PLEASE RSVP YOUR ATTENDANCE TO THE SEMINAR BY JANUARY 6, 2018
CALL ((315) 826-5284 OR EMAIL NYSABATE@GMAIL.COM

