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by Andrew W. Liuzzi, President – ABATE of NY, Inc.
Times are changing and politicians are pushing for safer fuels and
autonomous vehicles. Even Harley-Davidson is working on an
electric motorcycle, as is Tesla and a few others, to save the planet
and bring in the Millennial generation. The daily struggles we faced
in years passed with distracted drivers will now be worse with
automated vehicles that don’t notice motorcyclists and electric bikes
that won’t have the performance, necessarily, that we’re accustomed
to with our big twins and four and six cylinder metric touring bikes.
The MRF is fighting the good fight in D.C. but, we need to stand
behind the MRF and the AMA and fight the battle with them.
ABATE of NY, Inc. has been in the fight since the mid-70’s. The
early years were focused primarily on the helmet laws but we’ve
evolved to the loud pipes, and side-marker issues, ethanol gas, and
fought the reflective gear proposals, and much, much more.
Evolution – evolving and keeping up with the times – is important
because the ‘powers that be’ continue to change and try to control
our freedoms of the road, taking away our pleasurable riding and
replacing it with foolish dress codes and autonomous equipment.
Our Legislative Coordinators, at State and Chapter levels, are always
trying to keep up with these changes, and keep us abreast of the
news on Capitol Hill in Albany, NY, as well as the federal level.
Many of us have evolved from the old hardtails to big touring
bikes as we’ve aged and seek comfort in
riding. But as we evolve so do the politicians.
Big Brother is watching YOU and trying
(supposedly) to protect you while dumbing
down the drivers that operate 5,000 pound
cars with autonomous brakes and lane-shift
sensors instead of beefing up the
requirements for licensing young drivers.
Politicians don’t want us riding in large packs
because it’s distracting for drivers. We need special parade permits to
hold poker runs, or funeral escorts. Why? So some politicians can
control us. That’s why. Some countries passed laws that say any more
than five bikes in a pack should be considered ‘gang related activity’.
In order to hold a fund raiser they are forced to break into smaller,
more manageable groups. We can’t allow that here in the USA.
That’s why I say we need to support the MRF. Every ABATE
Chapter in NY State should join the MRF, as well as its members,
and stay up to date on the latest Federal and State goings on via email newsletters and help fight the fight by writing your local
politicians.
While writing your politicians don’t forget to mention the
Creto/Kade’s Law. The bill’s numbers are S-1670 and A-6562. Use
those numbers when writing, or talking to, your politicians. We
passed twice in the Senate and I think we have a good shot at hitting
the mark this year but, we need the support of all our members to
do so.
Wishing you all a safe and warm transition into Spring. Hope to
see you all at various events across the State. Stay safe and God bless.
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Times are changing…

2018 State Meetings
State Board and Chapter meetings are held at:
American Legion Post 92
8083 Rt 20, Waterville, NY 13480*
Sunday, March 18

11 am: Board

Sunday, May 20
TBA: Board
TBA: Chapter
Best Western, 200 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12250
Monday, May 21 Freedom Rally
Taft Furniture, 1960 Central Ave., Colonie, NY 12205
Saturday, June 16

11 am: Board

Saturday, Aug. 18

Noon: Board

Sunday, Sept. 16

11 am: Board

Saturday, Nov. 17

Noon: Board

Sunday, Dec. 16

11 am: Board

1 pm: Chapter
1 pm: Chapter

*Except May meetings and Freedom Rally
Regional meetings shall convene on the third week of every third
month located in the specific region.
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AMA February News and Notes
National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. - WalletHub compiled its list of the
best and worst states for driving in 2017. Using criteria
including gas prices, congestion and 21 other data points, the
company ranked Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and North
Carolina the most motorist-friendly states. The worst areas for
driving were Hawaii, Washington state, Maryland, California and
Connecticut. The full list is available at
www.wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-states-to-drive-in/43012
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Valero Energy Corp, the largest
American oil refiner, has left the Renewable Fuels Association
due to cost cutting, a company spokeswoman said in a statement
to Reuters. Valero has been lobbying to change the federal
Renewable Fuel Standard, which dictates the amount of ethanol
blended into the U.S. gasoline supply each year. The company
spent nearly $750 million in 2016 to buy fuel credits to meet the
mandate.

State News
SAN FRANCISCO - A motorcyclist involved in a crash
with a self-driving car has sued General Motors. Motorcyclist
Oscar Nilsson claims the GM Cruise Chevrolet Bolt changed
lanes to the left. As he rode forward, the Bolt suddenly veered
back into his lane, knocking him down. In a report GM filed
with California Department of Motor Vehicles, the carmaker
said the Bolt aborted the lane change and, as it was re-centering
itself, Nilsson glanced the side of the car and fell over. The case
was filed in the U.S. District Court in San Francisco.
PIERRE, S.D. - The state Supreme Court ruled in favor of
Buffalo Chip City, meaning the 2015 vote to make the Buffalo
Chip Campground and surrounding area a city was valid. The
ruling reverses a circuit court finding that some of those voting for
incorporation did not live at listed addresses and that the vote was
invalid. Campground CEO Rod Woodruff and Meade County
commissioners believe the city status will improve economic
conditions at Buffalo Chip. The campground has evolved over the
years into a mecca of motorcyclists attending the annual Sturgis
rally.

Industry News
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LINCOLN, Neb. - A bid to repeal the state’s mandatory
motorcycle helmet law failed again this session when senators
voted 30-15 to stop debate. The death of the bill (L.B. 368) means
all motorcyclists and passengers riding in the state must wear DOTapproved helmets. Sen. John Lowe of Kearney said he may bring
the bill back in 2019.
LAS VEGAS - Honda unveiled removable battery packs for
its electric two-wheelers at the Consumer Electronics Show. The
Honda PCX electric scooter was unveiled in October with two
removable batteries under the seat, according to www.

auto.ndtv.com. Now, Honda says those Mobile Power Packs can be
shared with other machines. Honda uses the same batteries to
power ATVs, an autonomous four-wheeled buggy and the PCX
Electric scooter. All the vehicles use various numbers of the same
battery pack.
LOGAN COUNTY, Ohio - The Ohio Controlling Board is
considering a request to grant about $8 million in low-interest
loans to the Transportation Research Center Inc. The center in
East Liberty, Ohio, has served for decades as a 4,500-acre research
site where manufacturers and engineers test prototypes of the
newest sports cars, motorcycles and trucks long before they’re ever
unveiled to the public. According to the Springfield News-Sun, the
Transportation Research Center began construction in the late
1960s to attract foreign automakers and new jobs to the state, a
goal that was accomplished when Honda established a
manufacturing facility nearby in the mid-1970s. But state
lawmakers and other partners now see the TRC as a key asset to
attract investment and even more high-tech auto research to the
state.
MILWAUKEE - Harley-Davidson Motor Co. announced it
will close its Kansas City, Mo., final assembly plant and move
all its operations to York, Pa., by July 2019. Harley-Davidson
President and CEO Matt Levatich said closing the Kansas City
plant will eliminate 800 jobs. Meanwhile, 450 full-time, casual and
contractor positions will be added at the company’s York facility.
WATERLOO, Ontario, Canada - Chemists at the University
of Waterloo have announced a breakthrough that could boost
battery performance for electric vehicles, according to a report at
www.sciencedaily.com. The Waterloo team says the use of negative
electrodes made of lithium metal holds the potential to
dramatically increase battery storage capacity, which could triple
the distance electric vehicles are able to travel on a single charge.

International News
GURUGRAM, India - Harley-Davidson India launched the
Harley-Davidson University at Capital Harley-Davidson in
Gurugram. The school will train Harley service personnel to work
on the latest models of the company’s motorcycles. In addition to
mechanic training, employees will be offered financial management
and branding courses. The school is the company’s fourth in the
Asian-Pacific region.

AMA News
COLUMBUS, Ohio - The AMA recognized its greatest
champions and hardest-working organizers from the 2017
season on Jan. 20 during the AMA Championship Banquet at the
Hilton Downtown Columbus in Columbus, Ohio. Cody Webb of
Royal Oaks, Calif., was recognized as the AMA Athlete of the Year
from National Championship Series competition. The 2017 AMA
Athlete of the Year from Grand Championship events was Justin
Cooper, AMA Motocross Horizon Award Winner and AMA
Amateur National Motocross Championship. Tayla Jones, who

AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and edited by the
American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to inform motorcyclists of rightsrelated issues and events in the United States and around the world, AMA News &
Notes welcomes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can be sent to
AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwitters@amacycle.org.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to make a difference
on important issues. Click here to see the most recent AMA Action Alerts, or to
sign up and receive them.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it’s rewarding. To learn
how you can help, visit us online.
Follow the AMA on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AmericanMotorcyclist,
on Twitter @ama_riding and @ama_rights and on Instagram at @ama_riding.
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moved to North Carolina from Australia last year, was announced
as the AMA Female Racer of the Year. She was the 2017 WXC
Champion from the AMSOIL AMA Grand National Cross
Country Series, the Women’s Pro Overall Champion from the
AMA Full Gas Sprint Enduro Championship Series, and the
Women’s Elite Champion from the AMA National Enduro
Championship Series. The 2017 AMA Vet Racer of the Year was
Destry Abbott, who dominated his class in the 2017 AMA
Endurocross National Championship Series. The 2017 AMA
Youth Racer of the Year was Ty Masterpool, who is the Supermini 1
(12-15) Champion and Supermini 2 (13-16) Champion from the
Rocky Mountain ATV/MC AMA Amateur National Motocross
Championship. Top-three finishers were recognized from six
regional championships and 21 national championships,
representing all disciplines of AMA-sanctioned competition. More
winners are listed at www.americanmotorcyclist.com/Home/NewsStory/american-motorcyclist-association-honors-2017-champions.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio - Two AMA Road Captain
workshops are being offered April 7 at the AMA Motorcycle
Hall of Fame Museum, covering various aspects of leading a
group motorcycle ride. AMA EAGLES training also will be
available that day. AMA EAGLES (Education, Activism, Growth,
Leadership, Expertise, Skills) is an advocacy and leadership
program that empowers
members with knowledge, tools
and resources tailored to their
interests. Through it, members
learn about the AMA and
become better grassroots
activists, public relations
representatives and membership
advocates. Two road captain
sessions will be presented by
AMA Recreational Riding
Manager Heather Wilson: a morning session from 10 a.m. to noon
and an afternoon session from 1-3 p.m. To register, visit
www.americanmotorcyclist.com/For-Members/AMA-RoadCaptain-Workshop. AMA EAGLES workshops will be offered
simultaneously, led by AMA Volunteer and State Chapters
Manager Marie Wuelleh. The EAGLES workshops are from 9:30
a.m. to noon and 1-3:30 p.m. To register, visit
www.americanmotorcyclist.com/For-Members/AMAEAGLES/Story/attend-in-person-eagles-training.

Message from the Editor
Due to technical difficulties we are unable to publish our very
popular NYS ABATE Milestone Members in this issue of the
newsletter. We hope to have this straighten out for May’s issue of
The Freedom Writer. We thank you for your patience.
Contact the state office at nysabateoffice@gmail.com if you
would prefer to get The Freedom Writer by email. You will get it
earlier than through the postal service. If you do want it by email
please make sure your email address is correct. Every issue of the
newsletter that is emailed has a number of addresses that bounce
back as undeliverable.

https://www.facebook.com/abateny5Boroughs/

ABATE OF BUFFALO-ERIE
2018 EVENTS

Sat., May 5-28 – Safety and
Awareness Run
Mon., May 21 – Freedom Rally in
Albany
Sun., June 3-19 – C.O.P.S. Run
Sun., July 8-30 – Mystery Ride
Sun., Sept. 9-28 – Toy Run

PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224
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A

Meetings:
3rd Wednesday at 7:30PM
VFW Post 8113
“The Chicken Coop”
299 Leydecker Rd
West Seneca
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Caucus Examines Self-Driving Cars
Through Viewpoint of Motorcyclists
WASHINGTON, DC – On Thursday, at a briefing put on by
the Senate Motorcycle Caucus, the subject of automated vehicles
or self-driving cars was examined through a different lens; the
viewpoint of a motorcyclist.
Senators Gary Peters (D-MI) and Joni Ernst (R-IA) opened the
briefing as the Chairs of the Caucus. Both avid riders, they
discussed the need to be inclusive of all roadway users when
advancing legislation and regulations related to the emerging
technology. Both agreed that the Senate Bill–the AV START
Act–and which Peters helped to author, would achieve this.
Specifically, they addressed a section of the legislation that
required automakers and technology developers to include
motorcycle recognition, identification and responsiveness in a
required safety report that would be reviewed by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Panelists chosen to address the audience (packed with
Congressional and Administration staff from the Department of
Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
and the Federal Highway Administration along with motorcycle
industry representatives including Harley-Davidson, and the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation) discussed that while automated
driving technology could yield tremendous benefits for riders by
helping to eliminate driver error, motorcyclists were wary of how
they fit into this new driving environment.
At one point, the discussion turned to detection by other road
users as a constant challenge for the nearly 8.5 million registered
motorcycles in the U.S. Distracted driving is on the rise according
the latest reports from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and the failure by some motorists to
“see” motorcycles with their smaller profile can end in disastrous–
and often fatal–consequences. But whether self-driving vehicles
would actually improve this problem remains up for debate.
Panelists recognized the obvious need to make sure that
automated vehicles would appropriately detect and respond to
motorcyclists. However, some feared that this message has been
diluted. The recent NHTSA guidance on driverless vehicles failed
to mention motorcycles in this context whatsoever. Further
reinforcing this concern was an incident last year involving a Tesla
vehicle operating on autopilot. The vehicle struck a police officer
on a motorcycle in Phoenix, AZ. Even recently, news reports
surfaced about Chevy Bolt which allegedly veered into a
motorcyclist while traveling on a San Francisco freeway while on
autopilot.
Panelist John Lenekit from Dynamic Research discussed his
preliminary research which reviewed a driver assist technology
that was currently on the road; forward collision warning systems.
Designed to alert the driver if they were too rapidly approaching
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the vehicle in front of
them, this technology
is widely-used in the
current market, even
coming standard on
some makes and
models. Dynamic
Research’s project
looked at the
reliability of this
warning system and
found that between
car to car, the warning
system worked over
90% of the time.
However, with a car
approaching a stopped
motorcycle, the warning system failed 40% of the time either
warning the driver too late, or failing to warn the driver at all.
This research lead into the discussion about what was needed
to ensure motorcyclists’ safety and the entire panel agreed that
more motorcycle specific research was needed – and fast.
The panel concluded by musing on a question raised by the
audience. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s chief advocacy
officer pressed the panel on how motorcycles fit into a world with
truly autonomous vehicles. Citing potential disincentives to drive
as a way to achieve market penetration for self driving cars, she
asked panelists how motorcycles could co-exist, if at all. HarleyDavidson’s Director of Government Affairs Ed Moreland
responded, “We need to continue to tell the story of motorcycles
– they omit less emissions into the atmosphere, cause less stress,
wear and tear on our nation’s infrastructure, decrease traffic
congestion and improve travel times – there is a world for
motorcycles. As long as there are riders, there will be
motorcycles.”
And as for self-driving motorcycles? “I will NEVER ride a selfdriving motorcycle,” stated Sen. Peters. “Doesn’t that defeat the
entire purpose?” The riders in the audience responded with
rousing applause.

Preliminary research by
Dynamic Research shows
that the driver assist
technology currently on
the road, the forward
collision warning system
where a car approaching
a stopped motorcycle,
the warning system
failed 40% of the time.

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the federal
level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as motorcycle clubs and
individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with issues at the national and
international levels that impact the freedom and safety of American street
motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to being a national advocate for the
advancement of motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in
conjunction with its partners to help educate elected officials and policymakers
in Washington and beyond.
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5 Boroughs Calls for
Fair Charge for
Motorcycles in NYC
A great big THANK YOU to our Manhattan Liaison Feisty for
hosting a fantastic ABATE 5 Boroughs meeting last night in
Manhattan, with informative guest speakers and a delicious food
spread! Thank you to all who attended and participated in the
lively and crucial discussion.
A special thank you to DP who is an Executive Board Member
of Women's Motorcycle Coalition(WCM), Cheryl Stewart from
Riders Against Congestion, and Lauren Secular of American
Motorcycle Association (AMA) for the valuable information
presented.
CALL TO ACTION!
1. We must continue the fight to get co-sponsorship for CretoKade's Law A 6562 /S 1670 and get it passed in the Assembly in
2018, by contacting our local politicians. We want higher fines
placed on those distracted drivers who injure and kill motorcyclists
and pedestrians!!

ABATE
Albany, New York

Riding a bike in Manhattan might cost as much as driving a car.
2. Under the proposed NYC Congestion Pricing Plan Proposal
vehicles driving into Manhattan below 60th Street will be will be
subject to the following charges:$11.52 for cars, between $2 and
$5 for taxis or other for-hire vehicles, and $25.34 for trucks. Guess
what ? MOTORCYCLES WERE LEFT OUT OF THE
ANALYSIS! Paraphrasing Cheryl's declaration, "they don't see us
on the road, so they forgot about us in the analysis!! Thus we
would automatically be charged the same fee as $11.52!!!! Cheryl
and crew said NO!!!.. and met with the author of the analysis. He
says he is willing to amend it and include motorcycles & scooters
and offer a discounted toll. WE STILL SAY NO!!! We are part of
the solution toward creating less congestion...WE SAY
MOTORCYCLES & SCOOTERS SHOULD BE FREE!!!!
ABATE of NY 5 Boroughs Chapter will be collaborating with
RIDERS AGAINST CONGESTION, THE AMA, NYC
MOTORCYCLE & SCOOTER TASK FORCE AND WCM to
fight against this charge! Join us in the fight and stay tuned for
more details!
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CHAPTERS BY REGION

ABATE of New York
Chapters by Region

REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne

B

REGION B
Warren
REGION C
Cayuga
Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego
Southern Tier

C

REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn

A

REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

E
A Western Region
B Adirondack Region
C Scenic Region
D Metro NY/LI Region
E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

5 BOROUGHS

CAYUGA

MONROE

ORLEANS

SOUTHERN TIER

P.O Box 193
Brooklyn, NY 11216

PO Box 74
Auburn NY 13021

PO Box 13277
Rochester NY 14613

PO Box 43
Medina NY 14103

PO Box 2441
Binghamton NY 13902

ALBANY

COLUMBIA

NORTH ULSTER

OSWEGO

WARREN

PO Box 3808
Albany NY 12203

PO Box 227
Hudson NY 12534

PO Box 621
West Hurley, NY 12491

PO Box 345
Hannibal NY 13074

PO Box 2213
Glens Falls NY 12801

BROOKLYN

CORTLANDCHENANGO

ONONDAGA

RENSSELAER

WAYNE

PO Box 11575
Syracuse NY 13218

PO Box 452
East Greenbush NY 12061

PO Box 332
Ontario NY 14519

BUFFALO-ERIE

ONTARIO

SCHOHARIE

PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224

PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

PO Box 665
Richmondville NY 12149

PO Box 245064
Brooklyn NY 11224
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D

PO Box 128
Homer NY 13077

GENESEE
PO Box 233
Elba NY 14058













Brian K. Pres. Buf-Erie ABATE
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New as the Buffalo/Erie ABATE Chapter President, I am eager
to move our chapter forward and know I have much to learn. I’m
seeking input wherever I can get it on how to get more members
involved with our meetings and events. We had great success with
our January Newsletter Party, realizing over a 90% attendance, and
in raising funding to offset costs for revitalizing our newsletter! It
was impressive seeing so many members enjoying themselves, while
meeting members previously unknown to me. The event was well
organized and run smoothly by the many volunteers that I can’t
THANK enough! We are currently investigating options to reduce
newsletter publishing/distribution costs, simplifying the overall
process, and are targeting first mailing of a revitalized newsletter in
the March timeframe.
We are planning guest speakers for our chapter meetings,
focusing on safety and awareness topics, so that more members may
attend and gain insightful takeaways. This approach was one of my
takeaways from the January ABATE Business Seminar. Our
February speaker is from the local insurance community and will
present on critical insurance coverage options that are vital in
mitigating financial risk and optimizing our preparedness in the
event of an unfortunate motorcycle accident. I trust that more of
 our members will attend this and ongoing meetings to take
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Buffalo/Erie Hosts Guest Speakers at Meetings

Don’t Miss These Fun Rides!

 Saturday, June 2
“Charitable Ride for
Cayuga County Veterans
Emergency Services”
 Saturday, August 4
“Make A Wish Ride”

 Saturday, October 6
“Fall Foliage Game of
Chance Ride”
All rides start at the
Auburn VFW, 44 Genesee St.

S
Sunday,
Sunday
Sunda
Sund
Sun
unday,
u
March
M
Ma
Mar
Marc
18
18Su
18Sun
18Sund
18Sunda
18Sunday
18Sunday,
1
M
Ma
Mar
Marc
March
1
18
Registration: 11 AM
KSU at 12 Noon

MOTORCYCLE PARTS • ACCESSORIES
CLOTHING • TOOLS • MUCH MORE

Inn on the Lake • 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

$15.00 per Bike
$5.00 per Passenger

All Rides are
Open to the Public!

770 South Main Street, Canandaigua • Free Parking
Come see the

Memorial
Wall
for
Fallen
Bikers

Food and
Beverages
Available

Sponsored by

Admission
$5/person
Under 16 free

Vendor Tables $25.00 each! Call Lynn Smith, (585) 733-9739 to reserve yours!
For other information call Don Mohr (585) 657-7756

ABATE of Cayuga County
Monthly Meetings are
the 2nd Tuesday
of each month at VFW
44 Genesee Street, Auburn
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1997 NYS ABATE Inaugural
Freedom Rally Characters
Photos submitted by Andrew Liuzzi

ABATE Onondaga and Oswego and members at
the Syracuse Cycle Expo’18 February 10-11th.
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A warm day bought out the motorcycles at Monroe County ABATE’s Swap Meet
on Sunday, January 28th.

Motorcycle Riders Foundation
Phone (202) 546-0983

www.mrf.org / mrfoffice@mrf.org

Orleans
ABATE
Events
Spring Bus Trip
March 17

Safety Awareness Run
May 6

Do something more to protect your rights!

JOIN AND SUPPORT MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION
Annual Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . $30

3-Year Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $80

Annual Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $50

3-Year Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $130

Annual Sustaining Membership . . . . .$100

Sustaining Motorcycle Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

New _______

Renewal (Member #_________________ )

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION:
Name

REGISTER, VOTE
AND RIDE!

______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________State ____________Zip __________________
Phone ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address __________________________________________________________
Check here if you would like to receive MRF Email alerts
Check here if you do not want to receive patches and pins
Are you a member of a state motorcyclist’s rights organization?
Yes

No If yes, name __________________________________________

Mail remittance to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation
2221 S. Clark Street, Arlington, VA 22202

CHARGE IT!
Visa, MasterCard or AmEx
Card Number ____________________________
Expiration Date__________________________
Signature Date __________________________

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
All information treated confidentially
Referred by ____________________________
Date ____________________________________
MRF # __________________________________
Exp. Date ______________________________
Member was given: Pin Patch Year
Rocker Newsletter
What issue? ____________________________

Golf Tournament (TBA)
June 2

Music Fest
July 15

Fun Run

August 4

Warrior House Dice Run
September 15

Toy Run

September 22

Fall Ride
October 13 Rain Date
October 6

Halloween Bash
October 20

Fall Bus Trip

November 10

Chili/Soup Cookoff
December 2

Chapter Meetings:
2nd Sunday, Noon
at Medina Vets Club
216 E. Center St.
Medina
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Let’s Make Some Noise in Albany this May
Rima Cerrone
Representing motorcyclists in New York is the most important
task that American Bikers Aimed Toward Education (ABATE)
undertakes. Lobbying and making appointments with your senators
and assembly members or their staff will assist in passing legislation
to promote motorcycle rights or defeat legislation that infringes
motorcycle rights. Lobbying is an important strategy to achieve
ABATE’s goal to build relationships with elected officials and
educate them on the bills we support. Lobbying also is a way to
network and gain media advocacy. The Freedom Rally on Monday,
May 21st is our opportunity to lobby at the capitol. It is our time
to make an impact at the capitol and voice our concerns to the
senators, assembly members and to the public. Be sure when
asking for an appointment to invite your official to the Freedom
Rally. We should arrive at the capitol approximately at noon.
To set up a meeting with your local senator, assemblyperson or
member of their staff you need to make an appointment with their
scheduler. You can find the numbers on https://www.nysenate.gov/
or http://assembly.state.ny.us/, the elected official’s personal
website, or your local telephone book. Introduce yourself as a
constituent of ABATE of NY, Inc. and mention where you live. Tell
the scheduler which issue or legislation you would like to discuss
with your elected official. Be sure to send a follow-up letter or
email confirming your appointment. Your follow-up letter should
contain your name, address, and daytime phone number.
Be prepared for the meeting and be on time. Meetings
sometimes are only 10-15 minutes. Make sure your message is
clear. Introduce yourself and explain the mission of ABATE. It’s
important to know the official number of the bill and its sponsor. If
applicable stress how the issue will affect the district/state, share a
personal story or concrete examples that highlight your experience
and mention other organizations, influential people, etc. that
support your position. If you do not know the answer to a question
say you do not and offer to follow up an answer through email or
letter. Give the official who you have your appointment with a

The inaugural Freedom Rally in 1997. Photo provided by Andrew Liuzzi

leave behind fact sheet that outlines your position and explains
what the bill does. Ask the official what their stand is and be
prepared for a yes, no, or undecided response. Use your power of
persuasion.
After the meeting write down what happened and any
information you learned about the official’s position so you can
share with others and use it to develop your legislative advocacy
strategy. Always follow up with a timely thank you letter. In the
letter, reiterate your key points and any commitments the members
made to you. Include all follow-up information you promised to
provide.
If you come in from out of town and need reservations a
special rate of $86 (plus tax) is available for Sunday, May 20th at
the Best Western, 200 Wolf Rd., Albany, NY 12205, where we
will be holding our Board and Chapter meeting. Call (518) 4581000 to make your reservations. There will be a meet and greet
after the meetings with food and a cash bar.
I am looking forward to seeing you on Monday, May 21st. Let’s
make some noise.

New York State Legislative 2018 Session
Prospector Boellner
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Well another legislative session has
commenced albeit to a slow start.
We have met with Assembly Member
Cahill's office re: Bill A43. This office
approached us last session stating that the
assemblyman wanted to sponsor a bill in
tribute to the late Larry Moyer who was an
assembly Sergeant at Arms and lifelong
rider. Larry was also a good friend of mine
and a strong supporter of ABATE, so we
were very interested. This bill, A43, would

authorize the commissioner of transportation to conduct a comprehensive study
of the efficacy of motorcycle helmets. We
stated that we would support the bill if
members of the motorcycling community
were involved in the study. At our Jan 2018
meeting we were given the go-ahead by the
assemblyman's staff to assist in finding a
senate sponsor.
On January 23rd, the Senate Transportation chairman committed to

sponsoring a companion bill to A43, S7549,
so it is now a bill in both houses. It is in its
second reading in the Senate.
We will also continue to seek Senate
support for the anti-profiling bill, which has
been rather unsuccessful to date. And, as
always, our helmet reform bill is once again
in place.
President Andy Liuzzi will continue his
efforts on behalf of the Creto/Kade bill,
which has reached something of an impasse.

Idea for a bill is submitted to
Bill Drafting Commission
where it is translated into
formal language

Then the bill is introduced,
assigned the number it will be
known by and printed

1
The bill once signed
by the governor,
becomes law.

2

9

The
Bill is
assigned to an
appropriate committee
for discussion and analysis.
If a majority of members on the
committee support it, the bill is
reported to the floor. If not, it is said
to have “died in
committee.”

3

8

The governor can
sign a bill, veto it, or
give it “pocket
approval”**
If the governor vetoes a bill, it
can still become a law if a twothirds majority of both houses
votes in favor of the bill. This is
known as an override.

4

7

Once a bill passes the Assembly, it is
sent on to the Senate, where it goes
through a similar process. If both
houses pass a bill, it is then
sent to the governor for
his/her signature.

6
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How A Bill Becomes A Law

5

The bill reaches the floor for
debate and vote.

All bills requiring an
expenditure of state funds must
be sent to the Ways and Means
Committee. They make sure the
state can afford the cost of
the bills.* Bills which
impose criminal and civil
sanctions must go
before the Codes of
Committee.

A final version of the bill
is printed. It must be on
members’ desks for at
least three days before
being voted on.

*.These bills won’t reach the floor for a vote unless Ways and Means okays the expenditure.
** A pocket approval means that if the governor fails to act on a bill within 10 days, the bill is automatically approved.
Information from http://nyassembly.gov/member_files/. Graphic by Bette Judd Collier
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Some Things Never Change
Ben Rabin Bike Lawyer
brabin@rabinlawfirm.com
(877) 451-2453
For over 20 years I have represented injured motorcyclists. They keep
getting run over. That hasn’t changed, and I am sure it never will. What also
hasn’t changed is the fact that many motorcyclists unknowingly do not have
enough insurance to protect them in the event that they get run over.
Over and over again I face the sad and frustrating task of telling my
clients that even though we won everything (I got the police on our side, I
got the witnesses on our side, I got the doctors on our side and I even got the
other person’s insurance company on our side) there will still not be enough
money. Especially in these economic times, people skimp on Insurance. That
means that the people in cars who are driving around not paying attention to
motorcycles do not have enough insurance to take care of us when they run
us over. YOU NEED TO LOOK OUT FOR YOURSELF! Buy enough
Supplemental Underinsurance Coverage so that you can recover financially
after a crash.
Make sure you talk to a qualified insurance sales rep or an experienced
lawyer, and NO ONE ELSE, when buying insurance. Especially do not buy
your insurance on-line.
Laws are very special and different for bikers, and without knowing these
special laws, you can find yourself left short on insurance after an accident.
We know we have certain risks when we ride. We accept those risks and
ride anyway. It’s what we do. But educate yourself about the insurance
difficulties and minimize the risks. There are easy and inexpensive ways to
make sure that you are financially taken care of after an accident. Do not
find yourself short, and in financial ruin, because you unknowingly chose
the wrong product, or you tried to save $10 a year without realizing the
impact.
Contact me anytime for a free evaluation of your insurance coverage. I do
not sell insurance, and I do not care where you get it. I just want to make
sure that you have the right stuff.
Ben Rabin spoke on this subject at NYS ABATE’s January Seminar.

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER AND
EARN A

*

20%

COMMISSION
OPEN TO ALL ABATE MEMBERS
*Commissions will be paid out quarterly.
(See the Advertising Price Sheet for pricing.)
All ads must be paid prior to running in the
newsletter. Please submit payment with
Advertising Pricing Sheet on the next page.

WHO SHOULD ADVERTISE HERE?
MOTORCYCLE REPAIR SHOPS
PAINT SHOPS
MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHIPS
INJURY LAWYERS
INSURANCE COMPANIES
MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORY STORE
RESTAURANTS, BARS & PUBS
SUMMER SPECIAL EVENTS
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The abaTe newsletter “The Freedom Writer” advertising price sheet 2017-2018
Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and
have it delivered right to our members.
Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July,
September and November. Deadlines are December 1st for January
issue, February 1st for March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st
for July issue, August 1st for September issue and October 1st for
November issue.
Supply your art work & text with this form. You can also e-mail to
nysabate@gmail.com. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics.
ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement
that is not in the best interest of our organization. All advertisement
must be pre-paid, please remit payment with form below.

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE Inc. Newsletter (The
Freedom Writer) and on Website (abateny.org)
NYS ABATE Inc reserves the right to reject any advertisement,
either in our newsletter or on our website, regarded as objectionable in
wording or appearance or against the aims of our organization. All
advertisements are accepted and published upon the representation
that the agency and/or advertiser is of good repute and authorized to
publish the entire contents and the subject matter of the advertisement.
The agency and/or advertiser will indemnify and hold the NYS ABATE
Inc. harmless from any loss or expense resulting from claims or suits
for defamation, libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or
copyright infringement, including but not limited to trademarks, trade
names and patents.

SALESMAN NAME____________________________________ CHAPTER NAME ______________________________
SEND AD FILE TO NYSABATE@GMAIL.COM
SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO:

NYS ABATE
PO Box 1754
Latham, NY 12110
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ABATE of New York Minutes and 2017 Motions
ABATE OF NEW YORK STATE
BOARD MEETING DEC 17 2017

2018 STATE BOARD MEETING
DEC 17 2017

Call to order by President Giarrusso at
11:02
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Board members present Mike Whitney,
Mike Fuller, Mike Giarrusso, Prospector,
Andy Liuzzi, Rima Cerrone, Robert Porter,
John Tichy, Tom Alton
Gary and Bette Collier, Bill Dunster and
Life Partner Guests
CORRESPONDENCE: Mail from Jody
Ferrara re Monroe reports chapter was
unaware that they were in default. Chapter
president was not forthcoming with this
information
TREASURER REPORT: See att.
ABATE of NY paid I Heart Radio
$7500.00 for Freedom Rally advertising
DISCUSSION Freedom Rally
MOTION #B36-17 Andy/John: Accept
treasurer report Unan
REGION C REPORT: Tom
Monroe delinquency, chapter officers must
be sworn in to receive a chapter charter
REGION E REPORT: John nothing to
report
REGION B REPORT: Mike Fuller
DISCUSSION: membership
State office equipment has been moved
from old office. One decibel meter was
located.
PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Rima
DISCUSSION: disclaimer.
MOTION #B37-17: John/Tom publish
disclaimer in state newsletter and on
website Unan
President stated that letter dated 12/12/17
of charges has been sent to treasurer
Hearing will be at Mar 2018 board
meeting.
See att.
SEMINAR REPORT: Tom. Board will not
meet on Friday night, board members will
be responsible for their own rooms if they
choose to arrive on Friday.
MOTION #B38-17: Mike W/Andy
Adjourn
Adjourned 12:17

Call to order by President Giarrusso at
12:26
Board members present Mike Whitney,
Mike Fuller, Mike Giarrusso, Prospector
Andy Liuzzi, Rima Cerrone, Robert Porter
John Tichy, Gary Collier, Bill Dunster
2018 board officers sworn in
MOTION #B1-18: Andy/John Hold
hearing on treasurer issue at Mar 2018
board meeting 9 Aye, 1 Abst
DISCUSSION: Audit committee
MOTION #B2-18: Rima/Andy Pay an
external auditor to audit ABATE of NY
books and Foundation books by Mar board
meeting 9AYE 1 ABST
President will call our attorney to find an
accountant to audit
DISCUSSION: Foundation records
MOTION #B3-18: Mike G/Mike W;
treasurer to turn over all books equipment,
and items pursuant to treasurer office by
12/30/17 for independent audit. Aye 3
Abst
MOTION #B4-18: Mike G/Prospector
Pete Campanella to be contacted to turn
over all Foundation records by 12/30/17
for independent audit Unan
MOTION #B5-18: Andy/John state
treasury manager to assume duties of
treasurer until matter regarding treasurer is
resolved. 5 Aye 1 Nay 4 Abst MOTION
#B6-18: Mike G/Gary snapshot to be
taken of Quickbooks on the date the books
are turned over to the treasury manager 9
Aye 1 Abst
MOTION #B7-18: Bill/Andy Foundation
board to meet after every stand-alone state
board meeting Unan
MOTION #B8-18: Andy/Mike W
Adjourn
Adjourn at 1:30

ABATE FOUNDATION MEETING
DEC 17 2017
Call to order by President Giarrusso at 1:32
Board members present Mike Whitney,
Mike Fuller Mike Giarrusso, Prospector
Andy Liuzzi, Rima Cerrone, Robert Porter

John Tichy, Gary Collier, Bill Dunster
DISCUSSION: Concerns re foundation
board and possible improprieties
Vice President will get foundation bylaws
to all board members
MOTION #F 1-18 Bill /Rima Adjourn
Adjourn at 1:37

2017 STATE BOARD MEETING
MOTIONS
12/18/16
B1-17 Retain Bette collier for 6 mos/3
issues as state newsletter editor at a fee of
$700.00 issue
B2-17 Newsletter editor to have a separate
accounting sheet to be given with treasurer
report
B3-17 Rescind motion s 11-16 re free
membership
B4-17 Chapters may offer free 1 year new
associate membership from 1 /1/17 to
12/31/17
B5-17 Adjourn
B6-17 Waive reading of minutes
B7-17 Treasurer to buy computer at a
maximum of $400.00
B8-17 All chapter tax reports for 2016
need to be submitted
B9-17 Adjourn
B10-17 Waive reading of minutes
B11-17 Accept treasurer report pending
missing reports
B12-17 Apply for line of credit with M&T
Bank
B13-17 President to look into bonding
company to have appropriate board
members bonded
B14 17 Approve Brooklyn Alliance name
change to 5 Boroughs
B15-17 Close Brooklyn Chapter if
response to president’s call is negative
B16-17 Close Finger Lakes Chapter and
move all members to at-large
B17-17 Close Fulton Chapter
B18-17 Close Queens Chapter
B19-17 Donate $1000.00 to MRF at
Meeting of the Minds
B20-17 Adjourn
B21-17 Waive reading of minutes
B22-17 Adjourn
B23-17 Waive reading of minutes

2017 STATE MEETING
MOTIONS
S1-17 Waive reading of minutes
S2-17 Accept Dec treasurer report
S3-17 Accept Jan treasurer report
S4-17 Change B4-17 to read full
membership program to end 30 days
after 1000 is reached.
S5-17 Waive annual chapter charter
dues for 2017
S6-17 Adjourn
5/14/17
S7-17 Waive reading of minutes
S8-17 Accept treasurer report
S9-17 Buy 1500 lawn signs ASAP
S10-17 Adjourn
8/11/17 Waive reading of minutes
S12-17 Accept treasurer report
S13-17 Pay $400.00 for Mike
Giarrusso expenses to Meeting of
Minds
S14-17 Return May State meeting to
3rd Sat in May at Waterville
S15-17 Adjourn
S16-17 Enact Art II Sec I B & C
against treasurer Porter
S17-17 Impeach treasurer
S18-17 Accept treasurer report
S19-17 Adjourn
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B24-17 change to USPS from PitneyBowes as of 1/1/18
B25-17 Invite Catherine A Hedgeman
to our Sept board meeting (provided
there is no charge) to review our bylaws
B26-17 Renew our True Group
AD&D relationship with NILICO
B27-17 Adjourn
8/19/17
B28-17 Adjourn
B29-17 Waive reading of minutes
B30-17 Accept treasurer report
B31-17 Members who sell newsletter
ads will get 20% of cost of ad, to be
paid quarterly
B32-17 Pay for treasurer and treasury
manager to certify as notary at a cost of
up to $100.00 per person
B33-17 Adjourn
B34-17 Waive reading of minutes
B35-17 Adjourn
B36-17 Accept treasurer report
B38-17 Publish disclaimer in
newsletter and on website
B37-17 Adjourn

Monroe County ABATE 2018 Events
St. Patrick’s Day Parade • Saturday, March 17
Breakout Run/Bike Blessing • Sunday, May 6,
10-11:30 a.m. Registration
ABATE of New York Freedom Rally • Monday,
May 21 in Albany, NY
Flag Day Freedom Rally • Sat., June 9, 12 Noon
Dice Run/Pig Roast • Sunday, July 22,
9:30-11:30 a.m. Registration

Hamlin Motorcycle Show • Sunday, September 16,
Noon-5 p.m. at Hamlin VFW Post #6703, Rain Date is
Sunday, September 23
Fall Foliage Run/Chili Fest • Saturday, October 13,
9:30-11:30 a.m. Registration, Rain Date is Sunday,
October 14
Holiday Party/Fundraiser • Saturday, December 1,
8 p.m.-1 a.m.

Meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at 7 p.m.
The Dutch Mill, 2901 Dewey Ave., Rochester, NY 14616
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings
Chapter President: Eric Carlston (585) 329-7635 • ericcarlston@yahoo.com • abatenymonroe.org

ABATE of New York Membership Application
Name: ______________________________________________________

DOB____/____/_______

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________ State: ____________________ Zip: ____________
County: __________________________________________________ Phone: (________) ____________
Chapter Selected: ____________________________________________ or ____________Member-at-Large

SELECT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
YOU CAN ALSO APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE AT ABATENY.ORG/JOIN

Full Member $25

Life Membership

Includes memership packet, newsletter and
all benefits in accordance with State bylaws

Associate Member $20
Available only to additional members of Full
Member’s household (no newsletter).

Mail with remittance to:
Abate of NY
State Office
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134

0 - 5 years Membership $400
6 - 10 years Membership $300
11 - 15 years Membership $200
The Life Membership Program consists of a
one-time payment based on the number of
years the member has in the organization.
Beginning with their 25th year they are austomatically a Charter Life Member and dues
are waived.
In addition to all benefits of a full member,
the Life member will receive:
• A Life Member patch
• A distinctive Life Member card
• Yearly pins

Forever Membership $100

Forever Membership has been established at a one-time cost of $100,
and eligibility is limited to those who
were members of ABATE of New
York at time of death.
For further information, or to
memorialize an ABATE of New
York member through Forever
Membership, please contact t
he State Office Manager at
888-344-4400, or nysabateoffice@gmail.com

CHECK, VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
Card Number: __________________________________________ Expiration Date: __________________________

I agree to comply with ABATE of new York”s bylaws and promote motorcycle education, legislation and activities in accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.
Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________
I have a high-speed internet connection and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org

ARE YOU MOVING? Bulk Mail is not forwarded: please update your address
Mail this part of the form to: ABATE of New York, Inc., PO Box 1417, Northville, NY 12134

Name: ______________________________________________ Member # __________ Chapter: __________
Address: __________________________________________________ Date to take effect:__________________
City: __________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip:__________________
Phone: ________________________________________________ Email:______________________________
Other members in household who need to be updated:
Name: ______________________________________________ Member#______________________________
Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________
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ABATE of New York Inc.
2018 Officers
PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518) 365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

REGION A COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585) 746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Tom Alton
(315) 342-2446
kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com

REGION B
COORDINATOR
Michael Fuller
(518) 792-2845
mjmn4@msn.com

SECRETARY
Prospector Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net
TREASURER
Robert “BAR” Porter
(619) 804-2345
nyabatetreasurer@gmail.com
LEGISLATIVE
COORDINATOR
Gary Collier
(315) 269-6702 (day)
(315) 826-5284 (night)
gcollier@ntcnet.com
SARGEANT@ARMS
Mike Whitney
(518) 478-8235
mwharleyfan@aol.com
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Rima Cerron
(518) 322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com
STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of NY,
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com
TREASURY MANAGER
Rima Cerrone
(518) 346-2674
rimann@rocketmail.com
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REGION C
COORDINATOR
Bill Dunster
(315) 730-3641
wmdunster3535@verizon.net
REGION D
COORDINATOR
OPEN
REGION E COORDINATOR
John Tichy
(207) 809-9766
usssbr@gmail.com
Scan this QR code to go directly
to http://abateny.org
Don’t know how to use it? Visit
your phone's app store
(examples include
the Android
Market, Apple
App Store, etc.)
and download a
QR code
reader/scanner app.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bette Collier, Judd Collier
Graphic Design
(315) 826-5284
nysabate@gmail.com
WEBMASTER
John Cholewa
(845) 705-6370
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com

Next Newsletter Issue
Deadline
May/June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .April 9th
If you need a flyer for an event that will run in the newsletter
we will design one for you. Email nysabate@gmail.com for
details.

If you or anyone you know
has been stopped at a
motorcycle-only roadblock
or harassed in any way by
law enforcement for
being on a motorcycle,
please contact
Prospector ASAP at
(518) 239-4560 to
make a formal
complaint to the
Attorney General's
office.

Forever Members

The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present
another level of membership, designed to memorialize
members passed. The ABATE of New York Forever Member
will be memorialized through a unique card and memorial
certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New York pins.
Forever Members’ names will be published in a special section
of every subsequent issue of The Freedom Writer and on the
ABATE of New York website. The card and certificate are
meant for the memorializing party to treasure, pins perhaps to
be saved or placed at the grave, and the publication so all
remember. Forever Membership has been established at a
one-time cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those who
were members of ABATE of New York at time of death.
For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE of
New York member through Forever Membership, please
contact the State Office Manager at 888-344-4400.
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Forever Members
You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.
Jan Aguirre
Chris Allen
Stan Bach
Robert B Bancroft
Jackie Baumer
Donald R Blasko
Chris Connolly
Bill Cox
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Dorothy Falt
Tom Fleming
Brenda Force
Dick Fulton
Bob Gleason
Victor Green
Michelle Hall
Joanne Houghtaling
Martin Hourihan
Luther "Dirty Luke"
Hughes
Ronald R Jones
Edmund “Eddy”
George Keyes

Chris "Baldy" Klein
Frank Martorana
“Big Deb” Matson
Gary P Myers
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Brian Paschen
Chris Peek
Barbara Rancourt
Joseph Rinere
Robert Ritchie
Walt Rutski
Frank Sabo
Angie Shufelt
Robert Shuster
Dan “Wind”
Smallwood
Martha Strouse
Robert Taylor
Rodney W Taylor
Mary Walker
John V “Jack”
Wrigley
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