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Springing ahead into 2020... 

by Andrew W. Liuzzi

I’m excited to say I’m excited!! I’m excited 
for a multitude of reasons mostly because 
of the energy I’m feeling in ABATE of NY, Inc. 
I’m excited about all the events I’ve been 
invited to and the new life being breathed 
into our organization after a somewhat 
dormant winter. And I’m excited about the 
coming of Spring and riding weather and 
longer days and fun nights. I’m looking 
forward to a productive year for all of 
ABATE of NY, Inc. 

I’d like to thank the Cayuga Chapter, along 
with Audrey Hamilton, for an awesome 
Business Seminar. Good food - thank you Ben 
Rabin. Good location. Great company and a 
wonderful turnout. All in all - it was a very 
good time and I had some great 
conversations with many of our members. 
Although there were a few complaints - 
they were minimal and taken care of. The 
guest speakers were quite informative and 
very friendly. I enjoyed meeting Jon E. 
Budelmann, District Attorney for Cayuga 
County, and look forward to working with 
him in the near future. The “Stop the Bleed” 
presentation was great. I’ll get to that 
more in a moment. I’d also like to mention 
Dennis Pelmear’s presentation. The song at 
the end still haunts my nightmares. 
HAHAHA.  

Rensselaer Chapter’s V. President, Bruce 
Smith, was intrigued by the “Stop the 
Bleed” presentation and has approached me 
about getting a group of us together from a 
few different Chapters in his area to 
participate in the program, locally, and 
share the expenses between the 
participating Chapters. I think it’s a great 
idea. Bruce also suggested that Chapter 
Road Captains should carry First Aid Kits in 
their saddlebags in case something happens 
on a run. I couldn’t agree more and I suggest 
Chapters - state-wide - consider teaming up 
and doing the “Stop the Bleed” programs to 
better be prepared for an emergency. If you 
do a collective effort with neighboring 
Chapters and split the cost - you’ll be ahead 
of the game and educated. 

Our February State/Chapters meeting was good. 
For those of you that missed the meeting...we 
voted on the proposed budget. It passed with a 
unanimous vote. We also discussed the 
Foundation’s raffle and State V. President, Tom 
Alton, answered several questions. The 
consensus was that we definitely need this 
raffle to raise money for the Foundation and get 
our own product for Chapters to share in their 
area. We had a brief discussion about the Meeting 
of the Minds - being held in September - and the 
ABATE of NY, Inc Chapters giving auction items to 
Prospector to deliver to MOTM’s event. Also, we 
talked about the MRF and AMA organizations and 
that Chapter’s should consider becoming 
sustaining members if you’re not already - and 
individual memberships, too. We support the MRF 
and AMA by being Charter members and Sustaining 
members. Give it some thought. 

Check out our State website for the updated 
Position Papers - pros and cons. Our friend, John 
Cholewa, has been busy updating the site with 
new information. Also, speaking of updates - ALL 
Chapters!! Please get your 2020 Chapter Board 
updates into the Main Office so Laurie can get 
caught up and new officers can be recognized as 
such. These updates should’ve been DONE by 
December 31st! 

That’s all I’ve got, for now! Stay safe and God 
bless, brothers and sisters. I hope you’re all 
getting healthy and ready to ride!!  
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Harley-Davidson Inc is in search of a new boss seeking someone who can 
stem years of declining sales at the iconic American motorcycle maker

Harley-Davidson Inc. is in search of a new boss, seeking 
someone who can stem years of declining sales at the iconic 
American motorcycle maker just as it’s starting to roll out some 
new products.

Chief Executive Officer Matt Levatich unexpectedly stepped 
down Friday, parting ways with the board after a 26-year career 
at Harley-Davidson — including five years as CEO in which the 
company lost more than half its market value. Chairman Jochen 
Zeitz will fill the job for now, the company said after the close of 
business Feb. 28.

.Former Waco firefighter Bill Dudley will not be reinstated after 
he was arrested and linked to Bandidos Outlaw Motorcycle Club

Harley shares fell as much as 2.3% to $29.77 shortly after the 
open of regular trading Monday as investors prepared for 
change at the Milwaukee-based manufacturer.

“An external hire that can look at the business with fresh and 
critical eyes is needed,” Joseph Spak, analyst at RBC Capital 
Markets, wrote to investors. That said, “the stock could be in 
limbo until a new, permanent CEO is named.”

Levatich had been wrestling with several headwinds as CEO, 
including an aging customer base in the U.S., its biggest 
market, and heightened tariff costs from President Donald 
Trump’s trade wars. Harley’s first electric motorcycle, LiveWire, 
won positive reviews but has yet to kick-start sales or help it 
achieve greater market share abroad.

Harley was caught flat-footed by competition from more 
affordable, lightweight bikes as heavy motorcycles like the one 
Marlon Brando rode in the movie “The Wild One” went out of 
style, said David MacGregor, an analyst at Longbow Research in 
Independence, Ohio.

A deadly accident on I-70 in Kansas has claimed the life of a 
Patriot Guard Rider who was escorting the body of the last 
survivor of the U.S.S. Arizona

“They’re finally figuring it out, but they’re three years behind 
the curve,” he said by phone. “The board members and 
investors were just not willing to wait.”

The new CEO will come aboard as Harley is entering new 
segments with less expensive middleweight bikes, small 
displacement motorcycles for Asia, and a slew of electric bikes. 
It’s also been trying everything from tweaking its iconic logo to 
acquiring a kids e-bike company to attract younger riders.

Jackpine Gypsies Motorcycle Club President Brett Winsell said 
the annexation goes further than the potential for a higher 
property taxes

Even with the yearslong slump in sales, “the timing of the 
leadership change ahead of major new product launches 
scheduled over the next few years” was a surprise, analysts 
Sharon Zackfia and Tania Anderson of William Blair & Co., wrote 
in a note.

Road to Recovery?
Harley’s shares have plunged 18% this year through the close 
Friday, and its $4.6 billion market capitalization is down by more 
than half from when Levatich took over.

A member of the Outlaws Motorcycle Club is disputing the 
RCMP’s depiction of their activities

U.S. sales dropped for a fifth straight year in 2019. That period 
covers most of Levatich’s tenure as CEO, which began in May 
2015. Retail sales in the U.S. have risen only once in the past 
21 quarters. That inability to spur growth presaged an earnings 
miss when Harley reported its latest quarterly results in January.

Levatich expressed confidence recently that the company was on 
the road to recovery. “Our return to growth is not in the distance 
— it’s right around the corner, and 2020 is our pivotal year,” the 
CEO told investors on a Jan. 28 earnings call.

His departure comes after the company moved in January to grant 
long-term shareholders the power to directly nominate board 
members, a concession meant to boost investor influence.

Millennial Scooters
Harley’s effort to invest in new products to appeal to a younger 
demographic has added pressure to margins. To help find younger 
buyers, Levatich hired the company’s first-ever brand president 
last April, only to dismiss him six months later, citing unspecified 
conduct that didn’t align with its corporate culture.

The stock staged a recovery in late 2016 when a new engine 
briefly boosted U.S. sales volumes and Levatich, 55, announced a 
restructuring plan designed to save the company millions. But that 
boost proved short-lived.

“They had it, they lost it, they got it back and lost it again,” said 
Ken Harris, co-founder of Cadent Consulting Group, a Chicago-
based marketing and sales consulting firm. “When people aged 
out, they had no one to replace those buyers.”

“A millennial would rather have a powered scooter than a Harley 
Davidson,” Harris said. “I’m not surprised that they had to make a 
change.”

Trade War Woes
Levatich’s tenure came at a time when many manufacturers were 
tested by mounting tensions between the U.S. and its biggest 
trading partners. The Harley CEO went from being one of the first 
company leaders to be welcomed to the White House in early 2017 
to contending with angry tweets about closing a U.S. factory and 
adding production overseas to avoid tariffs.

Those extra costs dented profits at the company, which had 
pinned its near-term turnaround hopes on growth in international 
markets. After Harley announced in June 2018 that it would shift 
some production out of the U.S. to sidestep tariffs imposed by the 
European Union in retaliation for U.S. levies on imported aluminum 
and steel, President Trump attacked the company for months — 
even threatening to back a boycott of the company’s bikes.

Harley went ahead with plans to ship motorcycles to Europe and 
China from a new factory in Thailand, which allowed it to mitigate 
almost all of a $100 million cost burden from the tariffs on U.S.-
made bikes. This was part of an effort to get half of its revenue 
from outside the U.S. by 2027, but that promised growth hasn’t 
come fast enough to offset the drag from the steady decline in 
sales in its home market.

Acting CEO
Levatich’s acting replacement, Zeitz, who’s been on Harley’s board 
since 2007, was named chairman as part of the reshuffling 
announced Friday. The company said he will remain in that role 
once a new CEO is appointed.

Damon Millington of Cogan Station set the fire to the Road Knights 
Motorcycle Club in Hepburn Township

Zeitz was the youngest executive to head a German public 
company when he became CEO of sporting-goods maker Puma SE 
in 1993. The 56-year-old led the company for nearly 18 years, 
increasing sales about 15 times over his tenure.

He also is a philanthropist who collects African art, which is in the 
eponymous Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa in Cape 
Town, South Africa.

Source: Bloomberg
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Have you 
MOVED?

Please make sure all your contact information is 
updated with the state office when renewing 
memberships. Too many renewal packets are 

getting returned to the state office 
adding to our expenses.

Laurie Frederick
State Office Manager

abate of new york, Inc.
PO box 1417, northville ny 12134 

nysabateoffice@gmail.com 
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2020 State Meetings
State Board and Chapter meetings are 

held at: American Legion Post 92
8083 Rt 20, Waterville, NY 13480*

2020 ABATE STATE MEETINGS

Sunday, MAY 17   Time and location TBA

*except May meetings and Freedom Rally
Regional meetings shall convene on the third

week of every third month located 
in the specific region.

Board 12Saturday, AUG 1 5  1 PM 

Saturday, NOV 2 1    1 PM Board at 12

bOaRD MeetInGS

Sunday, MAR 15   11 AM 

Saturday, JUN 20  11 AM 

Sunday, SEP 20    11 AM 

Sunday, DEC 20     11 AM
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AMA News and Notes

Industry News

 CARMEL, Calif. - The Quail Motorcycle Gathering will honor Roland Sands as 2020 Legend of 
the Sport at its May 16 event. Sands has set several track records around the world, and was 
the 1998 American Motorcyclist Association 250GP Champion. After 10 years of professional 
racing, Sands founded Roland Sands Design, a motorcycle, product and apparel. During the 
past five years, RSD has expanded into event promotion, with the Moto Beach Classic in 
Southern California and the Super Hooligan National Championship, a series that unites the 
custom-motorcycle scene with flat track racing.

 SACRAMENTO, Calif. - The Honda ADV150 may be coming to the United States, according to a 
report at Motorcycle.com, which said the California Air Resources Board certified the scooter 
for the 2021 model year. The "adventure scooter" features a 149cc overhead cam engine and 
an automatic transmission. The ABS model sold in Indonesia claims a curb weight of 293 
pounds, while the non-ABS version is 291 pounds.

SHANGHAI - Switch Motorcycles has unveiled plans for its eScrambler electric motorcycle 
that is scheduled for sale in the 2022 model year. Switch is owned by New Zealand-born 
Matthew Waddick, who also produced electric conversion kits for the Honda Cub as part of 
Shanghai Customs. The eScrambler has a top speed of 93 mph, a 0-62 mph time of 3.2 
seconds, and a range of 93 miles.

BERLIN - BMW Motorrad is developing a crumple zone for motorcycles, using a patented V-
shaped component behind the front wheel. A report at Visordown.com says the device keeps 
the front wheel of the motorcycle from deflecting to the side in a front impact and holds the 
wheel straight, creating an impact zone that includes the wheel and forks.

NEW DELHI - Hero MotoCorp executives said they are willing to be Harley-Davidson's 
partner to design and manufacture locally made, low-powered products, according to a 
report in The Times of India. Harley-Davidson and Hero have been in talks, but no agreement 
has been reached.

TÄBY, Sweden - MIPS AB, the Swedish-based developer of multi-directional helmet 
protection technology, announced that its design is being used in 583 models from 103 
helmet brands in motorcycling, bicycling, snow sports, equestrian, hockey, rock climbing and 
construction. Professional motorcycle racers wearing MIPS-equipped helmets include Ryan 
Villopoto, Aaron Plessinger, Dean Wilson, Cole Seely, Romain Febvre, Clement Desalle, Taylor 
Robert and Ricky Brabec.

while seminars on numerous topics by noted motorcycling experts keep 
them informed. Non-AMA members and those reserving RV spaces must 
purchase tickets through Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. These tickets will 
be available in December online at midohio.com or by calling 
(419) 884-4000. AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days is a family-friendly event. 
Admission is free for children under 12 accompanied by a ticketed adult. Free 
parking is also available on site.

National and Regional News

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Sens. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) and Gary Peters (D-Mich.) introduced S. 
3249, the Motorcyclist Advisory Council Reauthorization Act, which would refine the membership 
seats of the federal Motorcyclist Advisory Council to ensure more national motorcycle organizations 
are represented and authorizes the council for six years. The AMA worked closely with the 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation and Harley-Davidson Motor Co. on the legislation, which is the 
companion bill to H.R. 5234 introduced in late November. S. 3249 would require the MAC to include 
five highway engineering experts from state or local governments, one state or local traffic safety 
engineer who is a motorcyclist, one roadway safety data expert on crash testing and analysis and 
one representative from each of the following groups: a national association of state transportation 
officials, a national motorcyclist foundation, a national motorcyclist association, a national 
motorcycle manufacturing association and a national safety organization. The current MAC, chaired 
by Mike Sayre-AMA government relations manager for on-highway issues-was authorized in 2015 
and is finalizing its report to the U.S. Department of Transportation. The MAC advises the U.S. 
Secretary of Transportation, the administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration and the administrator of the Federal Highway Administration on transportation 
issues of concern to motorcyclists, including barrier design; road design, construction, and 
maintenance practices; and the architecture and implementation of intelligent transportation 
system technologies.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has granted Nuro's 
request for a temporary exemption from some low-speed vehicle standard requirements, so the 
company can test its electric delivery vehicle, the "R2." This exemption marks the first time the U.S. 
government has approved a company's request to deploy a vehicle that does not meet the standards 
for cars and trucks operated by humans. Unlike a conventional low-speed vehicle, the R2 is 
designed to have no human occupant and operates exclusively using an automated driving system. 
Nuro will be permitted to produce and deploy no more than 5,000 R2 vehicles during the two-year 
exemption period, and NHTSA will closely monitor Nuro's operations during and after that time. 
Nuro intends to operate these vehicles as part of a local delivery service for restaurants, grocery 
stores, and other businesses. The AMA opposes the use of public roadways for testing driverless 
vehicles-even low-speed delivery vehicles-because it increases the risk to motorcyclists and other 
road users.

NEW YORK - The New York City Council is considering a law that would require side guards on 
trucks fulfilling contracts with the city, such as private garbage private trucks contracted by the city 
to plow snow. The side guards are designed to prevent motorcyclists, pedestrians and bicyclists 
from accidently getting underneath the trucks in traffic. Sponsored by council members Ydannis 
Rodriguez and Ben Kallos, the bill would require these vehicles would need to be equipped with side 
guards by Jan. 1, 2021. A law signed by Mayor Bill de Blasio in June 2015 already requires truck 
side guards on city-operated vehicles and private trash haulers fulfilling a contract with the city.

PICKERINGTON, Ohio - James Holter has been named the AMA's Chief Operating Officer. Holter, most 
recently the AMA vice president of communications and marketing, assumes the responsibilities of Jeff 
Massey, who is leaving his position as AMA chief operations officer on March 6. As COO, Holter reports to 
Dingman. His direct reports are the department directors who execute the AMA's mission in the areas of 
government relations, competition, recreational riding, finance, communications, membership and 
marketing, creative services, industry relations and business development, and all other aspects of 
operations. Holter has worked at the AMA for 15 years, with responsibilities in editorial, 
communications, marketing and membership. Massey served as AMA COO since September 2014. He will 
return to his hometown of Indianapolis and resume a career in education.

 PICKERINGTON, Ohio - The AMA Board of Directors held its annual election of officers on Feb. 7. The 
board elected as chair Russ Ehnes, the member representative on the board from the Northwest Region. 
The board elected as vice chair Gary Pontius, the member representative from the North Central Region; 
as assistant treasurer Ken Ford, the member representative from the Southeast Region; and as 
executive committee members Jerry Abboud, an at-large director from Thornton, Colo., and Paul 
Vitrano, business member representative from Indian Motorcycle. Ehnes replaced outgoing chair 
Maggie McNally-Bradshaw, former member representative from the Northeast Region. McNally-
Bradshaw had been AMA board chair since 2013 and served on the board since 2009. She exited her 
position due to term limits.

 PICKERINGTON, Ohio - Get your tickets and make your plans to be at Mid-Ohio Sports 
Car Course in Lexington, Ohio, July 10-12 for 2020 AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days. AMA 
members can purchase discounted tickets now at www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/
tickets. AMA members save an additional $5 off the already discounted early bird 
pricing. AMA members can also call (614) 856-1900 to order their tickets. A fundraiser 
for the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days showcases classic 
motorcycles of all makes and styles, and honors the riders who made them famous. 
Activities at the event include the AMA Vintage Grand Championship, which features road 
racing, motocross, hare scrambles, trials and flat-track racing. In addition, North 
America's largest motorcycle swap meet is packed with parts, bikes and memorabilia 
from all eras. Bike shows feature some of history's most beloved motorcycles. Attendees 
will be entertained by stunt shows, demo rides of current production bikes and live 
music, while seminars on numerous topics by noted motorcycling experts keep them 
informed. Non-AMA members and those reserving RV spaces must purchase tickets 
through Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. These tickets will be available in December online 
at midohio.com or by calling (419) 884-4000. AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days is a family-
friendly event. Admission is free for children under 12 accompanied by a ticketed adult. 
Free parking is also available on site.

AMA News

http://www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/tickets
http://www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com/tickets
midohio.com
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To the ABATE membership,

   I am writing this short essay to bring attention 
to the sad state of affair this organization is in. 
It’s not the leadership or lack thereof it’s the 
membership in general. No one writes anything to 
try to motivate people anymore. No one seems to 
try to contact their legislators any more. No one 
seams to want to educate the motorcyclist or the 
motorist of issues as they relate to us 

motorcyclists. Why?? Has everyone just plain 
given up and only want to raise money for 

everything else but ourselves and the Chapters? 
The chapters should at the very least take a 
percentage of any money raised for a charity. 
After all the chapter and its members are the 
ones advertising the event and working it and 
their the ones for the most part who’s money it is 
anyway.

   Have the Chapter meetings become some place to 
go hang out once a month and pretend to be a bad 

ass? Go through the motions of being a chapter? 
Hell, I hear the state has stopped collecting the 
chapter dues the last several years and when 
they did try all the chapters pitched a fit. So, the 
state backed down again. It takes money people to 
run an organization and the chapter due isn’t all 
that much I think 150 dollars. What, a chapter 
can’t afford 150 dollars.

   By the time this makes the newsletter it should 
be almost May. Time for the helmet rally if you 
are still doing that.

   What has happened to the membership? Has the 
membership become an old dog who just wants to 

lay on the porch and not hunt anymore? I mean the 
average age of a member must be about 60 now a 
days. Do you all think your to old to do anything 

about our legislation. Have you lost your fight?

   Stop. You’re not too old, in fact your now in your 
prime. Most of you now have more time to set down 
and write a letter to your Assemblyman or 
Senator. You can do it and by now you have the 
right temperament, so you don’t sound like a crazy 
person.

   I always thought of ABATE members as Vikings. 
Ready for a just fight. Swords and axes in the air 
like Thor himself had come down from the heavens 
above. I must have been wrong. I guess I watch to 
many Viking shows on the TV.

 Have you all become that person who looks 

away when someone is bullied or mistreated? Not 
wanting to get involve. If so, shame on you. You 
allow shit to continue like it’s okay that it 
happened. Well it’s not okay.

   Back when I became a member and officer in ABATE 
just twenty-five years ago things were much 
different. Hell, when we went to state meeting a 
few of us wore guns, almost all had knives and 
meeting used to be quite tense at times. Nothing 
like today’s meetings for sure. We never knew if 
we were going to get into a fight or not. We never 
did. It was close a few times, but we never did. Oh, 
those were the days. I loved those meetings. You 
at least came away feeling alive, ready for a 
fight. Ready to write letters or call our 
legislators. Ready to try to make a difference.

   The membership no longer thinks it can repeal the 
Helmet law. Why not, other states have done it all 
around us but we here in New York just look down with 
shame because we don’t seem to have the balls to say 
we can repeal the law. Pick your heads up and get back 
in the game. Okay maybe it shouldn’t be the only thing 
we push but let’s not give up on it for god sake. Hell, 
last year the state almost passed legalized pot which 
I thought would never happen in NY. I think it may happen 
yet. To much money on the table for the state to turn 
its back on.

   All your other legislation sets on desks collecting 
dust because you all allow it. Get back in the game and 
fight. Stand up for yourselves and fight. Get people to 
call their legislators and ask if there has been any 
movement or how you would like his or her support for 
the bills we support. Maybe he or she could sign on as a 
co-sponsor.

   Take issue with things that will affect you such as 
the e-Bikes in NYC. If you think these things won’t affect 
you your wrong. ABATE of New York should have an 
opinion one way or another on these things. I mean they 
have a motor, two wheels a handlebar. Sounds an awful 
lot like a motorcycle to me. And I’m sure once they 
start colliding with cars and pedestrians those stats 
will be lumped in with motorcycle related stats 
something you don’t want for sure.

   I read a short paragraph about a city club the Steel 
Horses MC who are all suppose too be ABATE members 
who were having a fund raiser for a fallen member and 
the NYPD had blocked off the street not allowing 
access to the fund raiser. What kind of Bullshit was 
this, yet no one seems to be upset about it? I mean I 
didn’t see anything on the news and I’m close to the 
city, so I watch city news. I didn’t see or hear a damn 
thing about it. WTF. There should have been a call to 
arms to call and write letters To NYPD police 
commissioner and news outlets calling for 
accountability in a matter such as this. I don’t know, 
like I said there was only a single paragraph about it in 
the ABATE newsletter. Should have been allot more.  
Wake up people, fight back! I will if you will and I’m in a 
wheelchair and can no longer ride on two wheels. I’m 
forever four wheels now a days.

   I was asked years ago to stop writing cause my 
writing style was pretty much like I spoke a little 
colorful from time too time. They told me they would 
sensor my writings cause it was a coffee table 
newsletter, I always maintained it was to the members 
and was not a coffee table publication so I stopped 
writing all together because I didn’t want my writings 
to be censored. I remember thinking, a motorcycle rights 
organization was going to sensor my writing, WTF. Well 
someone needs to do it because it seems no one is 
writing anything anymore. If they sensor me, I’ll stop 
again, and you won’t get a damn thing again!!!! I at least 
hope my writings are better than none. And it is my hope 
that some of you will be inspired to write, get back in 
the game, get more involved.

   Maybe the newsletter should start a complaint page 
for members to write into to complain about something. 
Whether it be about the organization or a profiling 
issue or a discrimination issue whatever. At least 
maybe someone would write something worth reading 
even if it is just to complain.

   Sincerely
A member at large

Crazy Dave Kipp
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ABATE
Albany, New York

PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224 

Meetings: 
4th thursday at 7:30PM 

American Legion Post 735 
36 Legion Parkway
West Seneca, NY

From the State Office Manager:
Please return completed NILICO 

Beneficiary Cards to NILICO in the 
postage paid envelopes provided.

-and-

Please contact State Office Manager Laurie Frederick 
with any updates or corrections for our newsletter 

email and address list at nysabateoffice@gmail.com. 
Thank you.

-N.C.-

8

Note from the Editor:
Chapters and Members submitting pictures for the ABATE 

Newsletter should should do so at nysabate@gmail.com 
and include a blurb talking about the picture(s) to be sure 

they're included in the next newsletter. Thank you.
-N.C.-

We are also looking to run ads on the State Newsletter 
that supports your local chapters. Please send any that 
you are willing to share to NYSABATE@gmail.com. 

Also please include an expiration date when necessary. 
Thank you.

-N.C.-

Teach young kids to count bikes while 
in the car...100% more aware of bikes 

once they drive!!! 

nysabateoffice@gmail.com
nysabate@gmail.com
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ABATE Events From 
Around New York 

State



SaVe tHeSe DateS! Check our website weekly 
for unscheduled rides during the summer 

months www.abatenyontario.com
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info@cycleexposuperswap.com
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Meeting of the Minds 
Registration is Open

"There’s always plenty of time..."

That’s what everyone says when the 
deadline is four, five, six months away. 
Riding season is rapidly approaching. 
You have a garden to plant. The garage 
needs cleaning. There’s always plenty 
of time.

The MRF’s Bikers inside the Beltway is a 
knocking hard on three months. The 2020 
Meeting of the Minds is just a little over 
seven months away and time is going to 
blaze by; “There’s always time…” Yeah 
right.

If you’ve been following what the MRF is 
lining up for the 2020 Meeting of the 
Minds, you know that this year is going 
to be a lot different than the past 35. 
We’re lining up topical workshops that 
take you back to the days when your 
head would spin from the shared 
information. Workshops were standing 
room only, and you spent long hours 
after the workshops picking the brains 
of people who were willing to share 
even more information with you.

Seven months will go by in a flash; and I 
promise you, there’s going to be more 
demand for the 36th Annual Meeting of 
the Minds Conference than there has 
been for anything the MRF has ever 
presented.

On top of nine workshops, a handful of 
presentations and a weekend to 
remember, the MRF is offering for the 
first time an all-inclusive registration 
pack package. That’s right, workshops, 
presentations and all meals for only 
$145.00 per person! There’s never been 
an MRF conference that offered this 
before. Once more… That’s the Meeting 
of the Minds Conference registration 
and nine meals for $145.00 per person. 
That’s less than $7.00 a meal!

Plus, the MRF has contracted with “Chef 
Bill” from ABATE of Indiana and he 
specializes in keeping ABATE of Indiana 
members well-fed and happy. Special 
meal requirements? Got it covered. 
Selection variety? Got it covered. Long 
lines waiting for your order at a fast 
food restaurant? It ain’t gonna happen!

Why is it that there’s always 
time to do it over but never time 
to do it right the first time? 
Here it is a three-step plan to 
move forward on attending the 
36th Annual Meeting of the 
Minds.

• Make your travel 
arrangements

• Make your hotel 
arrangements: Waterfront 
Hotel & conference Center 
317-299-8400 (mention MRF 
for the $84.00 nightly rate); 
cut-off date Sept.1, 2020

• Register for the Meeting of 
the Minds 

You  have  until September 1, 
2020, to take advantage of 
the MOTM pre-registration price 
of $145.00 for MRF members. Use 
this link to register: Meeting of 
the Minds 2020.

Yeah, you still have a little 
time before the pre-
registration deadline ends for 
the 36th  Annual Meeting of the 
Minds  Conference!!! However, 
this time there won’t be time to 
do it over when you don’t make 
the  deadline.

Thanks, and we look forward 
to seeing you in September at 
the Waterfront Hotel in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, for the 
36th Annual Meeting of the Minds 
Conference!!!

Yours in Freedom,

Fredric Harrell
Director, Conferences & Events 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

PS. A 2020 Meeting of the Minds 
t-shirt on your list?  They go 
fast at the conference; to 
guarantee you’ll get your 
size, go to Meeting of the Minds 
2020 and reserve your shirt 
now.

http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/widget/Sys/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fwidget%2fevent-3309855
http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/widget/Sys/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fwidget%2fevent-3309855
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Those Infamous Left Turns

The one crash that happens more often with other 
vehicle is when it turns left in front of us in our 
path of travel through intersections, taking away 
our right of way. This is followed with the typical 
response from the driver of the other vehicle is “I 
didn’t see him/her.” 

As riders, we pretty much are well away of this 
scenario and the information associated with it; yet 
how many of us use this info to help protect 
ourselves from such a conflict? Granted, the other 
vehicle initiated the problem by taking out right of 
way, but this is a term that can help us in a court 
procedure and certainly gives us no comfort if we 
are laying in a hospital bed. Also, the right of way 
thought is only there if it’s actually given.

So what can we do to protect ourselves? To start 
with; we already know all these fore mentioned 
points, intersections can increase risks of conflicts, 
drivers may turn in front of us and they do not see 
us. This is valuable information for us to use and 
build from. When such crashes happen, there is 
normally an investigation that reveals things that 
could have been part of the outcome.  Things such 
as the rider was within a lane position that may 
have camouflage him/her by being close to another 
vehicle traveling in the same direction or physical 
aspects of the area (heavy traffic, parked cars, 
buildings, trees, etc.), then the investigation reveals 
that the rider was doing 4-5mph over the speed 
limit by the tire skid marks. First if you’re skidding 
you’re not stopping, you are sliding which indicates 
improper braking skills possibly from over 
reaction or not knowing the correct method for 
quick braking or braking in general. Then we have 
to recognize that speed is related to time with 
equals distance for a moving object. The distance 
between hitting a car or not is measured in 
microns, the more space you have to work with, 
the better the chance you have to avoid a conflict 
or lessen the outcome.

Our safety is our responsibility and we should 
approach every possible situation with that in 
mind. While the other driver should be responsible 
to drive in a manor that is safe for all other road 
users, they don’t always do so and that’s when 
crashes happen; combine that with a multitude of 
factors that can be in place (even by us), the 
outcomes can be very bad.

So knowing that intersections can raise our 
risk levels, we should approach them 
vigilantly; increase your visual scanning to 
search out any possible “what if’s” as well as 
keep in mind that a vehicle always has the 
chance of not seeing us and to turn in front of 
us. This may require us to adjust our lane 
position for better view of the upcoming 
situation as well as possibly others to see us 
better (granted they do not see us and we 
should ride like we are invisible, but we 
should never stop trying to be visible). We 
may also need to make a speed adjustment for 
the situation and to help assist with some of 
the distance related to speed/time, plus cover 
our controls (brakes, clutch, and shifter) to 
reduce to reaction time needed. These are 
steps that are our responsibility to take. If we 
keep in mind that safety starts with us, then 
we need to assume the responsibility to take 
precautionary actions. Besides, why would 
you give that responsibility to others to 
address; especially knowing all the conditions 
and actions drivers are capable of doing or 
not doing? 

With most crashes it’s extremely rare that 
there is just one factor that affects the overall 
outcome. Unfortunately a lot of the factors do 
fall on the rider even though the situation may 
have been initiated by others. To help reduce 
the chances of bad things happening to us, we 
should be taking any/all steps to prevent 
scenarios from turning out bad. Sure we can 
only do what we can based on the capabilities 
of our rides as well as our skills and 
knowledge of what to consider, but this is 
where education and the practice of skills is 
very important to our survival. There is no 
down side to becoming better educated and 
skilled for our motorcycle riding.  We all got 
in to riding because it’s fun, not because it’s 
dangerous. By taking some simple steps with 
everything we do and gaining additional 
education and skills; we can keep that fun 
rolling along without dealing with that 
dangerous part. Remember, a motorcycle is a 
machine and does what we tell it to do; if our 
input is good the outcome can be better, if our 
input is bad - all bets are off for the outcome. 
The machine is not dangerous, it’s the rider 
that can make it that way. Certainly 
something to consider with each and every 
ride we take.
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Do something more to protect your rights!
JOIN AND SUPPORT MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION

Annual Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . $30     3-Year Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $80

Annual Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $50      3-Year Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $130

Annual Sustaining Membership . . . . .$100     Sustaining Motorcycle Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 

New _______    Renewal (Member #_________________ )

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION:

Name ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________State ____________Zip __________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address __________________________________________________________

Check here if you would like to receive MRF Email alerts 

Check here if you do not want to receive patches and pins

Are you a member of a state motorcyclist’s rights organization? 

Yes No If yes, name __________________________________________

CHARGE IT!
Visa, MasterCard or AmEx

Card Number____________________________

Expiration Date__________________________

Signature Date __________________________ Pin

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
All information treated con�dentially
Referred by ____________________________
Date____________________________________
MRF # __________________________________
Exp. Date ______________________________

Member was given:  Patch Year 
Rocker Newsletter

What issue? ____________________________

Mail remittance to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation

2221 S. Clark Street, Arlington, VA 22202

MoMottoorrccyyccllee  RRiiddeerrss  FFoouunnddaattiioonn
Phone (202) 546-0983     wwwPhone (202) 546-0983     www.mrf.org / mrfoffice@mrf.org.mrf.org / mrfoffice@mrf.org

REGISTER, VOTE
AND RIDE! 
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A

C

B

E

D

ABATE of New York 
Chapters by Region

A Western Region

B Adirondack Region

C Scenic Region

D Metro NY/LI Region

E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

CHAPTERS BY REGION
REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne

REGION B
Warren
REGION C
Cayuga

Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego

Southern Tier
REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn
REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

5 BOROUGHS
P.O Box 193
Brooklyn, NY 11216

ALBANY
PO Box 3808 
Albany NY 12203

BROOKLYN
PO Box 245064 
Brooklyn NY 11224

BUFFALO-ERIE
PO Box 286 
West Seneca NY 14224

CAYUGA
PO Box 74 
Auburn NY 13021

COLUMBIA
PO Box 227 
Hudson NY 12534

CORTLAND-
CHENANGO
PO Box 128 
Homer NY 13077

GENESEE
P.O. Box 770
Stafford, NY 14143

MONROE
PO Box 13277 
Rochester NY 14613

NORTH ULSTER
PO Box 621
West Hurley, NY 12491

ONONDAGA
PO Box 11575 
Syracuse NY 13218

ONTARIO
PO Box 546 
Canandaigua, NY 14424

ORLEANS
PO Box 43 
Medina NY 14103

OSWEGO
PO Box 345 
Hannibal NY 13074

RENSSELAER
PO Box 452 
East Greenbush NY 12061

SCHOHARIE
PO Box 665 
Richmondville NY 12149

SOUTHERN TIER
PO Box 2441 
Binghamton NY 13902

WARREN
PO Box 2213
Glens Falls NY 12801

WAYNE
PO Box 332 
Ontario NY 14519

15
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ABATE of New York Membership Application
Name: ______________________________________________________ DOB____/____/_______

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________ State: ____________________ Zip: ____________

County: __________________________________________________ Phone: (________) ____________

Chapter Selected: ____________________________________________ or ____________Member-at-Large

SELECT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
yOU Can aLSO aPPLy FOR MeMbeRSHIP OnLIne at abateny.ORG/JOIn

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER #______________ 

__________ (Pease initial) I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s bylaws and promote motorcycle education, 
legislation and activities in accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

FOR CReDIt CaRD PayMent/PeRMISSIOn tO InVOICe VIa PayPaL FILL OUt beLOW InFORMatIOn.

Signature:_________________________________________________________ Amount______________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________

I have a high-speed internet connection and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org

ARE YOU MOVING? Bulk Mail is not forwarded: please update your address

Mail this part of the form to: ABATE of New York, Inc., PO Box 1417, Northville, NY 12134

Name: ______________________________________________ Member # __________ Chapter: __________

Address: __________________________________________________ Date to take effect:__________________

City: __________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip:__________________

Phone: ________________________________________________ Email:______________________________

Other members in household who need to be updated:

Name: ______________________________________________ Member#______________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________

Full Member $30
Includes memership packet, newsletter and all 
benefits in accordance with State bylaws

associate Member $25
Available only to additional members of Full 
Member’s household (no newsletter).

Mail with remittance to: 
abate of ny 
State Office
PO box 1417
northville, ny 12134

Life Membership
0 - 5 years Membership $400
6 - 10 years Membership $300
11 - 15 years Membership $200

The Life Membership Program consists of a one-
time payment based on the number of years the
member has in the organization. Beginning with
their 25th year they are automatically a Charter
Life Member and dues are waived. 
In addition to all benefits of a full member, the
Life member will receive:
• A Life Member patch
• A distinctive Life Member card
• Yearly pins

Forever Membership $100
Forever Membership has been
established at a one-time cost of $100,
and eligibility is limited to those who
were members of ABATE of New York at
time of death. 

For further information, or to
memorialize an abate of new york
member through Forever
Membership, please contact the
State Office Manager at 
888-344-4400, or
nysabateoffice@gmail.com

Paypal now
accepts all
credit cards

It is not necessary to provide the State Office with credit card information. A valid email address and signed permission are required. PayPal will email 
our invoice to you. The invoice will include a payment link for you to complete the transaction online. The alternative is to renew online at 

WWW.ABATENY.ORG / Membership.
16



The abaTe newsletter “The Freedom Writer” advertising price sheet 2019-TBA
D E D I C A T E D  T O  F R E E D O M  O F  T H E  R O A D

SALESMAN NAME____________________________________ CHAPTER NAME ______________________________
SEND AD FILE TO NYSABATE@GMAIL.COM

SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO:
NYS ABATE STATE OFFICE MANAGER

Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and have it
delivered right to our members.

Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July, September
and November. Deadlines are December 1st for January issue, February 1st for
March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st for July issue, August 1st for
September issue and October 1st for November issue. 

Supply your art work & text with this form. You can also e-mail to
nysabate@gmail.com. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare one for
you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics. 

ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in
the best interest of our organization. All advertisement must be pre-paid,
please remit payment with form below.

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE Inc. Newsletter (The Freedom
Writer) and on Website (abateny.org)

NYS ABATE Inc reserves the right to reject any advertisement, either in our
newsletter or on our website, regarded as objectionable in wording or
appearance or against the aims of our organization. All advertisements are
accepted and published upon the representation that the agency and/or
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to publish the entire contents and the
subject matter of the advertisement. The agency and/or advertiser will indemnify
and hold the NYS ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or expense resulting from
claims or suits for defamation, libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or
copyright infringement, including but not limited to trademarks, trade names and
patents.

NYS ABATE
PO Box 1754

Latham, NY 12110

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER 
AND EARN A 
20%

COMMISSION!*
*Commissions will be paid out

quarterly. All ads must be paid prior
to running in the newsletter. 
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Forever Members
The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to

present another level of membership, designed to
memorialize members passed. The ABATE of New
York Forever Member will be memorialized through a
unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing
annual ABATE of New York pins. Forever Members’
names will be published in a special section of every
subsequent issue of The Freedom Writer and on the
ABATE of New York website. The card and certificate
are meant for the memorializing party to treasure,
pins perhaps to be saved or placed at the grave, and
the publication so all remember. Forever
Membership has been established at a one-time cost
of $100, and eligibility is limited to those who were
members of ABATE of New York at time of death. 
For further information, or to memorialize an

ABATE of New York member through Forever
Membership, please contact the State Office Manager
at 888-344-4400.

STATE OFFICE
MANAGER
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of NY, 
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER 
John Cholewa
(845) 705-6370
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com

TREASURY MANAGER
Rima Cerrone
(518) 346-2674
rimann@rocketmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Nick Crouch  
NYSABATE@gmail.com 
Scan this QR code to go 
directly to
http://abateny.org

Don’t know
how to use it?
Visit your
phone's app
store

(examples include the
Android Market, Apple
App Store, etc.) and
download a QR code
reader/scanner app. 

ABATE of New York 
Inc. 2020 Officers
PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518) 365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Tom Alton
(315) 342-2446
kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com

SECRETARY
Prospector Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net

TREASURER
Rosemary Maurice
PO Box 1754
Latham, NY 12110

LEGISLATIVE 
COORDINATOR 
Open
SARGEANT@ARMS 
Vinny Smiraglia
(607)-522-7650
(email supposed to be here)

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Rima Cerrone
(518) 322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

REGION A 
COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585) 746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

REGION B 
COORDINATOR
Michael Fuller
(518) 792-2845
mjmn4@msn.com

REGION C 
COORDINATOR
Audrey Rindfleish-Hamilton 
(585) 286-0207 (Cell)
Harleygrlhamilton@gmail.com

REGION D 
COORDINATOR
OPEN

REGION E COORDINATOR
Julian Caproni
(917)-714-6856
(email supposed to be here)

March/April Deadline for 
submissions is Feb. 21st by end 

of business day @ 
NYSABATE@gmail.com.

-N.C.-

If you or anyone you know
has been stopped at a
motorcycle-only roadblock 
or harassed in any way by
law enforcement for
being on a motorcycle,
please contact
Prospector ASAP at
(518) 239-4560 to
make a formal
complaint to the
Attorney General's
office.
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1 YEAR

Billy "the Pig" Gamble
William Hunter
Jerome Baines
David Brown
Trenton Brown
Johnny Cradle
Gregory Daye
Shawn DaCosta
Herbert Frazier
Marvin Lee
Zubaidah McKay
Jackie Mercer
Ivanette Middleton
Rahsarn Nelson
Henry Roberts
Joshua Roberts
Azmund Stroud
Vishal Sukhdeya
Lakisha Thomas
Martin Weir
Michael Whitfield
Wallace World Jr
Joe "Buzzy" Teson
Elisa Ayala
Irvondra Boyce-El

20 YEAR

Thomas Brotherton
Paul Carovinci
Charles Urig
Matthew McOmber
Chris Kreuzer
Thomas Schinsing

25 YEAR
 
Edith Arseneau
Paul R Arseneau
Robert T DeTamble Sr
Ronald L Holland
Mike J Maenza

30 YEAR

Tim "Roadkill" Werder

35 YEAR

Ken Postle

40 YEAR

Sue Secaur

Milestone Members
5 YEAR

Gary Holland Sr
Richard M Richer
Diana J Slemp
David J Whiteman
Paul Pilc Jr
Tom Edwards
Kathy Keenan
Dave Markham
Jake Smorol
Michael Clemons

10 YEAR

Paul Mure
Art Parker
Denise Parker
Leonard Wood
Roxann Wood
Kenneth Hedden Sr

15 YEAR

Earl L Anders
Richard Middleton
Kenneth G Lyons
Mark W Miller
Allan Schumacher

1 YEAR Continued

Pauline Hernandez
Shemiah Shepherd
Brooklyn Shepperson
Justine Wilson
Howard Wright
Alex Laettner
Diane Olczak
Jon Budelmann
Liz Greathouse
Seth Greathouse
Paul Baker
Daniel Campbell
Janette Cipra
Miranda Gray
Tanya Harmon
Karen Lee
Harold Park
Leslie Spofford
Jeanne Brown 
Stephen Cook
Jeremy Sager
Charles Lamb Jr
Charlie Hogan



Forever Members
You can shed tears because they are gone, 

or you can smile because they lived.

Jan Aguirre
Chris Allen
Stan Bach

Carl H Baker
Robert B Bancroft

Jackie Baumer
Donald R Blasko

Mike Clerico
Chris Connolly

Bill Cox
Andrew “Andy” Ellis 

Dorothy Falt
Tom Fleming
Brenda Force
Dick Fulton

Richard L Gardner Jr
Bob Gleason
Victor Green
Michelle Hall

Joanne Houghtaling 
Martin Hourihan

Luther "Dirty Luke" Hughes 
Lynn M. Hyland
Ronald R Jones 

Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes 
Chris "Baldy" Klein 

Skip Lamphere
Rita “Sweetie” Laufer 

Frank Martorana
“Big Deb” Matson 

Gary P Myers
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke 

Brian Paschen
Mike Pascucci 

Chris Peek
Barbara Rancourt 

Joseph Rinere 
Robert Ritchie

Walt Rutski
Frank Sabo

Angie Shufelt 
Robert Shuster

Dan “Wind” Smallwood 
Martha Strouse 
Robert Taylor 

Rodney W Taylor 
Mary Walker

John V “Jack” Wrigley 




