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ABATE of New York State Meeting
Nov15, 2014

Call to order; Pres. R. Porter
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of silence
Roll Call: 9 chapters present, reading of minutes of last
meeting.
MotionP #12-14: Onondaga, N. Ulster; accept minutes as read.
Swear in new Warren and Rensselaer chapters.
Discussion: Javits report
Discussion: Meetings of the Minds, MRF membership,
fundraising. State Newsletter needs advertising mamager,
Brian Burns (Albany Chapter) volunteered for the job.
VP report: will give seminar report later.
Treasurer report: submited to the board.
Motion #S13-13: N. Ulster, Onondaga; accept treasurers
report.
Legislative report: Prospector
Public Relations report: D. Richer; AMA insurance, B. Rabin
letter re: charity rides, motorcycle only checkpoints.
Motion #S14-14: Onondaga, Wayne; ABATE of New York
make it policy to contact charities and reject invitations to
their rides due to motorcycle-only checkpoints.
Region C report: Carl Baker
Freedom Ralley report & discussion: Pres. Porter
Bylaw committee report: D. Richer
2015 Seminar: P. Pritchard
2015 Budget
Motion #S15-14: N. Ulster, Onondaga; accept 2015 budget roll
call vote 9 aye, 2 abstain.
State Board nominations:
President: R. Porter
VP: P. Pritchard
Treasurer: T. Ware
Secretary: Prospector
Legislative Coordinator: D. Richer
Public Relations: B. Burns
Sgt at Arms: Joe Carcaramo, R. Lewis
Region E Coordinator: J. Tichy
Region B Coordinator: S. Ryan
Election results:
President - R. Porter
VP - P. Pritchard
Treasurer - T. Ware
Secretary - Prospector
Legislative Coordinator - D. Richer
Public Relations - B. Burns
Sgt at Arms - J. Carcaramo
Region B Coordinator - S. Ryan

Region E Coordinator - J. Tichy
Good of the organization: T. Alton will make voting markers
for the new chapters. Rensselaer will be requesting start-up
funds as soon as they have a P.O.Box
Motion #S16-14: N. Ulster, Onondaga, move to adjourn
Meeting Adjourned 4:25

ABATE of New York State Board meeting
Nov. 15, 2014

Call to order; Pres. R. Porter at 12:07
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Board members present: Pres. Porter, VP Pritchard, D. Trask,
Prospector, D. Richer, C. Baker.
Swear in new chapter; Schenectady Chapter
Discussion; New chapter banners
Reading of minutes of previous meeting
Rensselaer and Warren officers are in route to be sworn in.
One Rensselaer officer is sick and will be sworn in at a later
date.
Discussion; Javits show, no neighboring states responded to
our invitations to share a booth.
Candidate questionairre forms: has not worked in the past.
Discussion; MRF is having financial difficulties, we should do
a dedicated fundraiser to help.
Discussion; ABATE RRF PAC
Jacits Report; Pres. Porter
Motion #B35-14: Prospector, Paul; pay $100.00 to Javits for
insurance coverage at the show.
Motion #B36-14; Paul, Don; Spend a maximum total of
$2400.00 for Javits Center Show.
Treasurers report; presented to the board. The following
chapters are not in good standing: Brooklyn Alliance, Cayuga,
Chautauqua, Finger Lakes, Monroe, Orleans.
Public Relations report; D. Richer
Discussions; State Newsletter advertising
Motion #B37-14; Porter, Richer adjourn

President
Robert Porter 619-804-2345 barzbub@hotmail.com
Vice President
Paul Pritchard 845-418-3929 paul.abateny@gmail.com
Treasurer
Tammy Ware
Secretary
Bob "Prospector" Boellner
518-239-4560 prospectorspan@netzero.net
Legislative Coordinator
Don Richer 315-637-3356 dricher1@twcny.rr.com
Sgt. at Arms
Joe Carcaramo 845-417-1998 joecarcaramo@gmail.com
Public Relations OPEN
Western Region A Coordinator OPEN
Region B Coordinator
Scott Ryan

518-307-0800

What is ABATE?
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not
for profit corporation formed to promote and protect
the interests of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE
monitors and interacts with the legislative process,
enhancing the image of motorcycling, and provides
educational and social opportunities for members
and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to
stay acquainted with the issues and the people of the
motorcycling community.
We encourage all our members to be informed
registered voters. ABATE of New York, Inc. supports
Motorcycle Riders Education classes currently being
offered throughout NYS. We welcome the interested
people to any of our activities and to join our
organization. All makes and models of motorcycles
are welcome.
For more information, visit our website at:
http://abateny.org/
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ABATE of New York, Inc.
2015 State Officers

strectch223@gmail.com

Region C Coordinator OPEN
Region D Coordinator Metro NY/LI OPEN
Region E Coordinator
John Tichy

New York State Websites

2014 State Appointees

State Office Manager Chris Werder
888-344-4400
P.O.Box 167, Walker Valley, NY 12588
Treasury Manager

Deb Trask 607-432-2975
deattrask@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

John Reid 315-297-4390
nysabate@gmail.com
Brian Burns 518-858-6252
Newsletter Ad Manager

Webmaster

midasb@aol.com
John Cholewa 845-705-6370
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

A S S E M BLY

Sheldon Silver, Speaker

New York State Assembly
http://assembly.state.ny.us/
Assemblymen:
http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/

New York State Senate:
http://www.nysenate.gov/
Senators:
http://www.nysenate.gov/senators

Deadline: Feb.1st 2015
for the Mar/Apr 2015 issue 2 Send
submission to: nysabate@gmail.com

To search for a New York state bill go to
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/
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Daytona 200 To Go On As Scheduled
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Like a phoenix rising from the ashes the Daytona 200 is officially
back on schedule as Daytona International Speedway has reached
a sanctioning agreement with the American SportBike Racing
Association to run the 74th edition of the race in March. The
speedway was looking for a replacement series after MotoAmerica
– the new national road racing series – opted out of adding the
traditional venue to its schedule.
So now with sanction from the ASRA and the Championship
Cup Series (CCS) the speedway will have a full compliment of
road races from Thursday, March 12 through Sunday, March 15.
The Daytona 200 will keep its Saturday date of March 14 and
qualifying will be held on Friday, March 13.
Unlike what was proposed for 2015 with the old national road
race sanctioning body – AMA Pro Racing – the 57-lap race will be
contested with 600cc machines instead of returning to 1000cc
Superbikes. Up for grabs for the Daytona 200 is a $175,000 purse
and a Rolex Cosmograph Daytona for the race winner (instead of
the traditional reward for pole position).
“The tradition of the Daytona 200 spans both the sands of
Daytona Beach and the high banks of the Speedway and we’re
excited about continuing this historic event with the American
Sportbike Racing Association,” Track President Joie Chitwood
said via press release. “With a competitive purse and a Rolex
Cosmograph Daytona at stake, riders will have plenty of incentive
as they compete for a coveted Daytona victory.”
ASRA and CCS are not foreign to the speedway as they are
traditionally a part of the Fall Cycle Scene motorcycle schedule at
Daytona.
“To say that ASRA is excited to be a part of the Daytona 200 is
an understatement,” said Kevin Elliott, President of ASRA. “There
is no other motorcycle event in the United States that comes close
to the prestige of the Daytona 200 and we’re honored to keep the
tradition alive in 2015.”

Albany Chapter
P.O. Box 3808
Albany, NY 12203
Brooklyn Chapter
P.O. Box 245064
Brooklyn, NY 11224
Brooklyn Alliance Chapter
P.O. Box 193
Brooklyn, NY 11216
Buffalo-Erie Chapter
P.O. Box 286
West Seneca, NY 14224
BuffaloErieAbate.com
Cayuga Chapter
P.O. Box 74
Auburn, NY 13021
Chautauqua Chapter
P.O. Box 572
Dunkirk, NY 14048
Columbia Chapter
P.O. Box 227
Hudson, NY 12534
www.columbiaabate.org

Cortland-Chenango Chapter
P.O. Box 245
McGraw, NY 13101
cortland-chenangoabate.com
Finger Lakes Chapter
P.O. Box 353
Hornell, NY 14843
ABATE of Genesee
P.O. Box 233
Elba, NY 14058
Monroe Chapter
P.O. Box 13277
Rochester, NY 14613
ABATEnyMonroe.org

North Ulster Chapter
P.O. Box 13
West Hurley, NY 12491

Onondaga Chapter
P.O. Box 11575
Syracuse, NY 13218
Ontario Chapter
P.O. Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424
abatenyontario.20m.com
Orleans Chapter
P.O. Box 43
Medina, NY 14103-0043
orleanscountyabate.com
Oswego Chapter
P.O. Box 133
Central Square, NY 13036
www.oswegoabate.org
Southern Tier Chapter
P.O. Box 2441
Binghamton, NY 13902
abateofstny.org
Wayne Chapter
P.O. Box 332
Ontario, NY 14519
Visit Wayne ABATE
on Facebook

New Chapters

ABATE of Rensselaer
P.O.Box 360
West Sand Lake, NY
12196
ABATE of Warren
P.O.Box 2213
Glens Falls NY 121801

FIGHTING
FOR
YO U R R I G H T
TO R I D E

ABATE of New York, Inc.
SPONSORS

ABATE of New York,
Inc. MEETINGS 2014

The following clubs, businesses and organizations
have joined ABATE of NY, Inc. to help further our goals
and to help us fight for motorcyclists’ rights
by becoming a sponsor.

Meetings are held at:

THANK YOU! We appreciate your SUPPORT!
FULL THROTTLE INS AGENCY- Patchogue, NY
SWAHN INSURANCE- Riverhead, NY
Sponsors pay $25 per year to have their business
or organization name printed in our state newsletter
and receive a certificate. If your club, business,
or organization supports our mission
and would like to become a sponsor,
contact Mike Grasby, our Advertising Manager
for further details. You can reach him by email at:
michaelg9898@yahoo.com or by phone: 585-728-5246.

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT US!

The Freedom Writer

ABATE of New York, Inc. AIMS & PURPOSES

LOCATION:
American Legion Post 1194, Hillcrest
363 W Service Hwy
Binghamton, NY 13901

STATE CHAPTERS MEETINGS
The State Chapters Meetings start at 1:00pm.
The ABATE Board meets at 12:00pm
before every State Chapter Meeting.
February 21

STATE BOARD MEETINGS
The State Board Meetings start at 10:00am.
March 15

ATTENTION:
ALL NEWSLETTER MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR FUTURE
EDITIONS
ED
SHOULD BE SENT TO nysabate@gmail.com

QR Code for http://abateny.org
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Chapters remember that you are entitled to a 1/4 page of every
edition of this newsletter.
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I am writing as a concerned member of the motorcycle
community. We are a generous and caring group of people.
We spend much of our time and money riding for, and
donating to, worthy causes.
Unfortunately, it is becoming increasingly difficult for us to
participate in these charitable events. While our hearts and
wallets want to continue giving, the circumstances in New
York will prevent us from doing so.
First, New York continues to be one of the few states in this
country that actively promotes "motorcycle only checkpoints"
which is the practice of law enforcement to profile, pullover
and prosecute those on two wheels. In fact, New York was the
first state in the country to try this tactic, and while it claims to
be for motorcycle safety it began completely absent of concern
for motorcyclist safety and rather in response to the death of a
state trooper who crashed his car while chaseing a motorcycle.
( The Police Chief,Reducing Motorcycle Fatalities through
Checkpoints and Education: The NY Experience, July 2008) It
appears that the "checkpoint: system was set up for
retribution, retaliation and revnue. This system of profiling
and discrimination continues, although many times the tickets
issued in these checkpoints have nothing to do with
motorcycle safety (ie; "loud muffler" or expired registration
tickets).
While New York seems to have no problems with this, it so
offends our federal government that they have introduced
legislation to stop funding to any state that employs this
discriminatory and unwarranted tatic. In addition, other
states, also offended by the concept of profiling, have
introduced and passed legislation to bancthe selective
prosecution of one group of motorists.
In addition to finding these actions offensive and
discrimintory, we find them to be unsafe, as it often requires
large amount of motorcycles to gather at the side of a busy
highway. Since large groups of motorcyclists traveling
together, even for a charitable purpose, are prime tergets for
this discriminatory practice, until this practise is changed or
outlawed, we feel it would be better for us to limit our group
riding and no longer attend charity rides.
Second, New York discriminates against motorcyclists in
another manner. New York specificly excludes motorcycllists
from NO FAULT insurance coverage. No-fault is the coverage
that guarantees the recovery of lost wages and payment of
medical expenses following an accident. Charity rides, often
attended by well-meaning but inexperienced cyclists, can lead
to accidents. Since we are prohibited by current insurance law
from purchasing the appropriate insurance (which is available
to every other motorized vehicle as well as pedestrians and
6 bicyclists)

...we feel it would be better for us to avoid as many
circumstances as possible that could result in an accident.
Therefore, we again feel it would be better for us to limit our
group riding and no longer attend charity rides.
You as an event organizer or concerned citizen can help bring
us back to our passion of helping others by joining us for the
elimination of motorcycle profiling and the amendment of the
current No Fault laws of New York to include motorcycles.
Contact your legislator and urge him or her to support the ban
on motorcycl-only checkpoints as well as the change to the
insurance laws to treat all people fairly.

ABATE of New York has introduced and supports anti

profiling bill A03594.
"Requires the municipal police training commission to ensure
that issues related
to motorcycle profiling are addressed in basic law enforcement
training."

submited by MICHAEL A CUOMO

LOOK IN NY STATE CODES IN FACTORY LAW UNDER
NEGLIGENCE. YOU WILL FIND THE LAW STATES "
YOU HAVE A DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY TO
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM ALL KNOWN HAZARDS"
THE KEY WORD IS KNOWN YOU DO NOT KNOW THAT
THE BUICK WILL RUN THE STOP SIGN, OR THE
TOYOTA WILL TURN LEFT IN FRONT OF YOU, BUT
YOU DO KNOW THAT THE HELMET IMPAIRS YOUR
VISION, YOUR HEARING, AND THE MOVEMENT OF
YOUR HEAD ALL ARE HAZARDS, AND IF YOU ARE
INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT CAUSED BY ONE OF
THOSE HAZARDS YOUR PASSENGER CAN SUE YOU
FOR NEGLIGENCE, AND THE LAW CANNOT PUT YOU
IN JEPORDY OF THE LAW.

SYRACUSE CYCLE-EXPO '15
• Buy New• Build a Re-cycle Cycle
•Restore & Rebuild at Syracuse's Annual Indoor
Motorcycle Showcase & Swap Meet

FEBRUARY 7-8, 2015

•Saturday: 11am - 6 pm• Sunday: noon-Spm
Center of Progress Building, New York State Fairgrounds, Syracuse, NY

SYRACUSE CYCLE- EXPO '15
The Largest Motorcycle Showcase & Swap Meet
Under One Roof In The North East!

Door Prize & Cash Awards For Custom Bikes

Will be given away Sunday night 3-4 pm, must be present to win!
ADVANCE ENTRY FORM

• Buy New • Build a Re-cycle Cycle
•Restore & Rebuild at Syracuse's Annual Indoor
Motorcycle Showcase & Swap Meet
DATE._ _ _ __

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SUPER SWAP

Please indicate the number(s} ofbooth(s} aesired._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
T
o
t_
a
l_
$_
·_
-_
--_
-_
-_
--_
-_
-_
--_
-_
--_
-_
-Paid$
_
_
___
__
__-_
___
___-

Balance Due,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Inventory To Be Sold._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Name Of Company_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone(__}
Email _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
NY State Sales Tax No._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

FEBRUARY 7-8, 2015

The promoter rese~es the right, at any time, at his sole discretion, to refuse to allow set up and I or to throw out
any person or vendor for any reason, to protect the Integrity of the show and other vendors at Super Swap.

Authorized Signature~-------------------------

Saturday: 11am - 6 pm • Sunday: noon-S pm
Center of Progress Building,New York State Fairgrounds, Syracuse,NY
The Largest Motorcycle Showcase & Swap Meet
Under One Roof In The North East!
Set up Friday 5-9 and Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM
Show open from 11 am to 6 PM Saturday
12 to 5 PM on Sunday
Retain ticket stubs for chance to win a Door Prize

Door Prize & Cash Awards For Custom Bikes

Will be given away Sunday night 3-4 pm,must be present to win!

MAKE CHECKS

FEES: (Booth size 10 X 10)
If business name advertise at Meet
(for Motorcycles & Parts only) -- $125 per booth
Leather, T-shirts, Jewelry - $150
Motorcycle Parts Only - $50
(limit 1 perSUPER
person-Businesses
not eligible)
PAYABLETO
SW AP

ADVANCE ENTRY FORM

Please indicate the number(s} ofbooth(s} desired
Total$
_
Paid $
_
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
Balance Due.
Inventory To Be
Sold.
For Ticket
information or Reservations call:
Frank Westfall at 315 472 7931 from llam - 6 pm days
Name OfOrCom
write pany
SUPER SWAP, 478 N. Salina Street, Syracuse, NY 13203

Address__ -ALL DEPOSITS NON REFUNABLEPhone( SET)UP - Set up Friday, 5-9 PM and Saturday, 8 AM- 10 AM
Please be set up by lOAM on Saturday so that show may open at 11 am
NY State Sales Tax No.

DATE

_

_
_
_

Email

All late entries must call and notify Show Office of late arrival. (315 487-7711)
DEPART- Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015 between 5 PM and 8 PM
All
vendors
must be outreserv:
and areases
cleaned
8 PM at
Sunday
The
promoter
theby
right,
anynight
time, at h
is sole d
iscretion, to refuse 10 allow set up and I or to throw out
NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE!

any person or vendor for any reason,to protect theIntegrity of the show and other vendors at Super Swap.

Jan/Feb
2015

Please send certified check or money order made out to
SUPER SWAP
50% non-returnable deposit required
to reserve spots and placement

_
_
_
_
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Set up Friday 5-9 and Saturday 8 AM - 10 AM
Show open from 11am to 6 PM Saturday
12 to 5 PM on Sunday
Retain ticket stubs for chance to win a Door Prize

FEES:(Booth size 10 X 10) ·
If business name advertise at Meet
(for Motorcycles & Parts only) -- $125 per booth
Leather, T-shirts, Jewelry - $150
Motorcycle Parts Only - $50
(limit 1 per person -Businesses not eligible)
Please send certified check or money order made out to
SUPER SWAP
50% non-returnable deposit required
to reserve spots and placement
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
For Ticket information or Reservations call:
Frank Westfall at 315 472 7931from llam -6 pm days
Or write SUPER SWAP, 478 N.Salina Street, Syracuse, NY 13203
-ALL DEPOSITS NON REFUNABLESET UP -Set u p Friday, 5-9 PM and Saturday, 8 AM - 10 AM
Please be set up by lOAM on Saturday so that show may open at 11 am
All late entries must call and notify Show Office of late arrival. (315 487-7711)
DEPART -Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015 between 5 PM and 8 PM
All vendors must be out and areas cleaned by 8 PM Sunday night
NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE!
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TRAFFIC TECH
Technology Transfer Series
Number 127

June 1996

DO MOTORCYCLE HELMETS INTERFERE WITH
THE VISION AND HEARING OF RIDERS?
Motorcycle crash statistics show that helmets are about 29 percent
effective in preventing crash fatalities. That is, on average, riders
wearing a helmet have a 29 percent better chance of surviving a
crash than riders without a helmet.

minimum sound level (auditory threshold) was recorded for each
rider. Half of the riders were in the vision test and half in the
hearing test condition.
Vision Results

Opponents of mandatory state motorcycle helmet laws, however,
have suggested that although effective in reducing injuries, helmets
may increase a rider's risk of crashing by interfering with the
ability to see and hear surrounding traffic.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
sponsored a study to assess the effect of wearing a helmet upon the
ability of motorcycle riders (1) to visually detect the presence of
vehicles in adjacent lanes before changing lanes, and
(2) to detect traffic sounds when operating at normal highway
speeds. National Public Services Research Institute conducted the
study for NHTSA.

To assess the effect of the different helmets upon hearing, the
volume of the sound signal used to prompt the lane change was
systematically varied. The

U.S. Department of Transportation
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Helmet use did not hamper the ability of riders to see traffic or
increase the time needed to visually check for nearby traffic.
Overall, any negative interference of helmets on rider vision
appears to be minor, especially in comparison to the protection
offered by helmets should a crash occur.
Hearing Results
The hearing test showed that there were no significant differences
in the riders' ability to hear the auditory signals regardless of
whether they were wearing a helmet or not. There was a
difference, however, in the hearing threshold between travel
speeds of 30 and 50 mph. At the greater speed, all riders needed a
louder auditory signal because of increased wind noise. For any
given speed, helmets neither diminished nor enhanced hearing.

Jan/Feb
2015

Fifty motorcyclists of various ages and riding experience
participated in the study. The riders drove their own motorcycles
along a prescribed test route. The route was 5 and a half miles on a
four lane divided highway. In the vision test, the riders were asked
to change lanes periodically, whenever they heard a signal from a
following vehicle. When they heard the signal, riders were
instructed to turn their heads to check traffic in the adjacent lane,
and then make the lane change in their normal manner. Each rider
drove the test route three times; once each while wearing a full
coverage helmet, a partial coverage helmet, and no helmet. The
degree of head rotation riders made during the lane changes was
measured.

The vision test showed that most riders recover the lateral field of
view that is lost by wearing a helmet by turning their heads a little
farther. Before changing lanes, 19 of the 23 riders compensated for
the loss by turning their heads more when they were wearing a
helmet than when they were not wearing one. These riders did not
require significantly more time to turn their heads to check for
traffic. Only four riders did not compensate.

These results indicate that wearing helmets does not restrict the
ability to hear auditory signals or the
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RIDE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER
LABOR DAY CRACKDOWN
FACT SHEET & TALKING POINTS
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Talking Points
•
Even though motorcycles account for only about 3
percent of registered vehicles on the road, motorcycle riders
are dramatically overrepresented in fatal crashes, especially
those involving alcohol.
•
In 2012, according to the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), motorcycle fatalities increased to
4,957—making up 15 percent of the total traffic fatalities for
the year.
•
More than 1 in 4 (27%) of all motorcyclists involved in
fatal crashes in 2012 were legally drunk, with a blood alcohol
concentration at or above .08 grams per deciliter (g/dL)---the
legal limit in all states and the District of Columbia.
•
NHTSA data reveals that in 2012, more than two
thousand motorcyclist fatalities occurred in single-vehicle
motorcycle crashes. Alcohol plays a large part in those singlevehicle crashes. Forty-three percent of the motorcycle riders
killed in those crashes were impaired. On weekend nights, the
percentage jumps to almost two-thirds (64%) of the fatally
injured motorcyclists being drunk.
•
Labor Day weekend of 2012 (6 p.m. August 31-5:59
a.m. September 4), the rate of alcohol impairment among
motorcyclists involved in fatal crashes was even worse—at 38
percent.
•
As the summer winds down, motorcyclists will hit the
roads to take advantage of the warmer weather, and all riders
are reminded to Ride Sober or Get Pulled Over.
•
Stay alive on your motorcycle: always wear a DOTcompliant helmet and protective clothing, be properly licensed,
don’t speed, and ride completely sober.
•
If you plan on drinking at all, leave your motorcycle out
of your plans. Designate a sober rider before you have any
alcohol.
•
Operating a motorcycle requires an enhanced level of
focus, coordination, and balance, so compromising your skills
by drinking alcohol and riding can be a deadly decision. You’re
not only putting yourself at risk on the road—you’re risking
the lives of other drivers.
Additional Statistics
•
Motorcyclist crash fatalities increased by 7-percent,
from 4,630 in 2011 to 4,957 in 2012.
•
There were 93,000 motorcyclists injured in crashes
2012, a 14-percent increase from the year before.

•
In 2012, motorcyclists accounted for 15 percent of all
traffic fatalities, 18 percent of all occupant fatalities, and 4
percent of all occupants injured.
•
The motorcycle rider is usually the one killed in a fatal
motorcycle crash. Of the 4,957 motorcyclists killed in 2012, 93
percent were the riders, while 7 percent were the passengers.
•
In 2012, the reported helmet use rate for motorcycle
riders killed in traffic crashes was 45 percent for those who
were riding drunk (BAC of .08 or higher), compared to 66
percent for those motorcyclists who had no alcohol (BAC
of .00). from NHTSA website

STATE OF NEW YORK
3594
2013-2014 Regular Sessions
IN ASSEMBLY
January 28, 2013

Introduced by M. of A. LUPARDO, WEPRIN -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Governmental Operations
AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to motorcycle profiling
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The executive law is amended by adding a new section 839-a to
read as follows:
S 839-A. MOTORCYCLE PROFILING. 1. THE MUNICIPAL POLICE
TRAINING COUNCIL SHALL ENSURE THAT ISSUES RELATED
TO MOTORCYCLE PROFILING ARE ADDRESSED IN BASIC LAW
ENFORCEMENT TRAINING AND OFFERED TO IN-SERVICE
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN CONJUNCTION WITH
EXISTING TRAINING REGARDING
PROFILING.
2. LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES SHALL ADD A
STATEMENT CONDEMNING MOTORCYCLE PROFILING TO
EXISTING POLICIES REGARDING PROFILING.
3. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "MOTORCYCLE
PROFILING" MEANS THE ILLEGAL USE OF THE FACT THAT A
PERSON RIDES A MOTORCYCLE OR WEARS MOTORCYCLE
RELATED PARAPHERNALIA AS A FACTOR IN DECIDING TO
STOP AND QUESTION, TAKE ENFORCEMENT ACTION, ARREST,
OR SEARCH A PERSON OR VEHICLE WITH OR WITHOUT A
LEGAL BASIS UNDER THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION OR
NEW YORK STATE CONSTITUTION.
S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have become a law; provided, however that effective immediately, the
addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations necessary
for the implementation of the foregoing provisions of this act on its
effective date is authorized and directed to be made and completed on or
before such effective date.

We would like to acknowledge our newest Milestone Members and thank them for their
continued dedication to the organization.
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Matthew M Tracy

Fifteen Years
Bob Aliberto

Tom Hunt

Ted Remmer Jr
Christopher Killeen
Charles Urig Paul Carovinci

Twenty Year's
Bob Allen

Joe M. Nichols
Fred Barrett

Ray Walters Jr

Terry A Cook Cheryl Case

Twenty One Year's

Mike DeBetta

Twenty Three Year's
Joe Cash

Twenty Four Year's

Norm Camille

Barry F Morehouse Sr

Twenty Six Year's

Buddy Arnett

Roy Baker

Twenty Seven Year's

Chuck Tretyak

James Remery

Paul Wollenberg

Roz Healey

Thirty One Year's

Twenty Nine Year's
Larry Papaj

Howard Jordan

Scott Hilbert Brian Bucholtz
Gary DeWind
Leon Hall
Jim Priestley

Twenty Two Year's
Carol Dunn

Jeff Koch

Janice Livermore

Mark Wright

Thirty Three Year's

Thirty Four Year's

Mel Grose

James Livermore

Thirty Five Years
Sue Secaur

Tim “Roadkill” Werder

Jan/Feb
2015

Our Newest Charter Life Members
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Motorcycle Safety Awareness
presented by NYSDOT

Motorcycling continues to be a popular sport and mode
of transportation in New York State. While NYSDOT is
continually striving to improve highway safety, all
motorists still have an important role: to drive
responsibly. To promote safe and responsible driving,
every driver needs to be aware and alert.
Motorcycle riders need to:
Remember that motorists often have trouble seeing
motorcycles and reacting in time.
Be aware of blind spots, especially around large trucks.
Watch for potholes, ruts and any other irregular riding
surface. Even with constant remedial effort, potholes will
present themselves.
Work zones require an increased awareness of
potential hazards.
All motorists need to:
Be alert and aware.
Drive defensively.
Look twice to prevent violating the right of way of
motorcyclists, pedestrians, and cars.
To promote motorcycle safety the following strategies
from the NYS Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan are
being implemented:
Reduce impaired driving. The STOP-DWI Program is
directed at reducing the number of impaired drivers
operating all types of vehicles on New York's roadways.
Reduce motorcycle fatalities resulting from errors by
other drivers. Education and public information is aimed
at heightening the awareness of all motorists to the
presence of motorcycles on the road.
Increase motorcycle rider education for novice and
experienced riders. In 1997, New York established a
rider-funded safety education program called the
Motorcycle Safety Program (MSP).
Increase safety through design, operation, and
maintenance practices. This includes safety
considerations during construction for milled pavement
surfaces and signs for skewed railroad grade crossings
where the angle between the roadway and track is less
than 30 degrees.

Public Comment Period: Comments Sought by NHTSA on ‘ABS
Failure’ Warning Lamp Rulemaking
The American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) believes you may
be interested in commenting on the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration’s proposal to change the height of the
letters on motorcycle ABS “malfunction telltales”, aka warning
lamps. Their doing so would require a change to the related final
rule Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS’s) 122 and
123.
FMVSS No. 122 was first written without any Anti-Lock Brake
warning lamp specifications. In subsequent versions, a yellow
warning lamp was required and finally the words “Antilock”,
“Anti-Lock” or acronym “ABS” were required at a minimum
height of 3/32” or 2.4 mm. The NHTSA is proposing to place the
specification for the ABS malfunction telltale in FMVSS No. 123,
Motorcycle Controls and Displays.
The NHTSA is now suggesting they use the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) standard symbol at
manufacturers’ current height of 7 mm for motorcycles equipped
with anti-lock brakes, removing the letter height specification for
the ABS malfunction telltale if manufacturers use the ISO symbol
for ABS malfunction.
The agency requests comments on whether there should be a
minimum height requirement for an ABS malfunction telltale that
uses the ISO symbol. They describe having no reason to believe
that using the ISO symbol in lieu of text labeling at a minimum
height would affect the safety of motorcycles or the general public.
The types of failure indicated by the ABS malfunction telltale are
electronic failures that result in the loss of ABS functionality, but
do not cause loss of braking ability.

Anual business Seminar
January 17, 2015
Treadway Inn, Owego NY
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ABATE of NY

Help spread the word !

Please request the materials for your Chapters to distribute
for awareness !
Contact, Pete Campanella, peter_campanella@yahoo.com
or phone ....716-655-6473
Materials are free, shipping cost required...
NOTE: ABATE of New York encourages local chapters
to participate in motorcycle events that provides
awareness and support for the motorcycling comunity.

Jan/Feb 2015
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2015 MRF Legislative Strategy Agenda
At the 2014 Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s (MRF) 30th Anniversary Meeting of the Minds Conference held in September
in Kansas City, Missouri, a Legislative Strategy Session was hosted by the MRF’s Legislative Committee. As has been done for the
past several years, the MRF requested that it be attended by Sustaining State Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations (SSMRO)
Legislative and/or Executive Officers. We welcomed several representatives from our Sustaining Motorcycle Clubs and
Organizations as well. The goal was to set the MRF’s Federal Legislative Agenda for the 2014 Meeting of the Minds to the 2015
Meeting of the Minds annual cycle.
The MRF’s SSMRO partners responded once again with a majority attendance that resulted in a healthy dialogue focused on
motorcycling. The MRF Legislative Committee remains extremely pleased at the aligned and clear direction we experienced again
this year from our SSMRO partners. This level of agreement continues to allow for solid action plans to be developed by our
Legislative Committee and our Board of Directors that can be effectively employed by our Government Relations Department and
our SSMRO partners while in Washington D.C. and in working federal issues in their home states. Additionally, we continue to see
productive gains in state legislative activities that support our federal efforts when it comes to protecting on-road motorcyclists,
motorcycling, and its associated lifestyle.
The MRF Legislative Committee continued the practice instituted four years ago of recording one vote per SSMRO in
attendance. A full breakdown of each vote can be seen in the upcoming issue of the MRF Reports. The session this year was
moderated by MRF Vice President, Jay Jackson, with support from MRF Vice President of Government Relations & Public Affairs,
Jeff Hennie, and MRF President, Kirk “Hardtail” Willard.
MAP 21 upcoming reauthorization (the Highway Bill) – To include Motorcycle 2010 type Grant Funding (the MRF to
pursue the current levels of funding along with a request to tighten up language for qualification and use), continuation of the
NHTSA Lobbying Ban, pursue reinstatement of the Motorcycle Advisory Council (MAC) to advise the FHWA (Federal
Highway Administration), oppose any motorcycling related federal blackmails or federal sanctions contained in the highway
bill; closely monitor for any action that would negatively impact motorcycles, motorcycling, and motorcyclists; seek to include
HR1861 type language to ban motorcycle specific roadblock grant funding
SAE Motorcycle Roadside Sound Test – The MRF to NOT promote the use of the SAE Sound Test as a National
enforcement standard, majority considered this a state issue
NHTSA motorcycle-specific checkpoint grant program – MRF to carry out a full effort to cut off specified use of funding for
this motorcycle-based discriminatory practice, work with SMRO’s to exchange information on passing anti-checkpoint laws
within the state, work to get new HR1861 like resolution language written and introduced
Continue monitoring the Federal Crash Causation study and the MSF Naturalistic study
Strongly oppose any federal standard proposing stamping and certifying of motorcycle exhaust systems
next page
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Work to discourage ALL forms of distracted driving, and oppose all forms of funding blackmails or withholding of funds as
related to motorcyclists, watch this issue closely for motorcycle specific discriminatory language
Continue participation at the federal level where the definition of a motorcycle is under review taking advantage of any
opportunity available to enhance and further clarify
MRF will oppose any motorcycling, motorcycle, or motorcyclist-based discriminatory legislation or rules proposed by the
U.S. Congress or by a federal agency
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Continue to oppose federal agency activity regarding EPA Sound Emission User studies and the encouragement of state
activity with federal resources – again deemed to be a state issue

MRF to seek a legislative vehicle to include motorcyclist anti-profiling language this upcoming session
Continue participation in motorcycle related activity in the European Union, United Nations and Canada
MRF to fiercely oppose any mandatory helmet or apparel standards
MRF directed by our SSMRO’s to not support the use of ethanol fuels higher than E10 or any other newly developed fuel
blends including alternative renewable fuels without further testing on motorcycle engines and obtaining specific
recommendations from motorcycle manufacturers approving their use, MRF and SSMRO’s to continue to pursue passage of
HR875 type language
MRF to continue to insure the inclusion of motorcycles in ongoing Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) emerging
technologies
Pursue safer roadway design strategies at the federal level, include safer cable barrier research similar to European
improvements in the discussion
Continue to promote our theme of crash avoidance versus safer crashing, using the principles of HR1498 urging NHTSA to
focus on crash prevention and rider education

New NHTSA Administrator
Announced
"raise the bar on safety.” According to the NTSB website,
Rosekind is a leading expert in human fatigue.
NHTSA has suffered amid harsh criticism, claiming that the
agency has sat on the sidelines concerning recent auto part
failure recalls, such as the GM ignition switch, and now the
Takata Corp airbag recall. “Rosekind has his work cut out for
him,” said Jeff Hennie, Vice President of Government Relations
and Public Affairs for the Motorcycle Riders Foundation. “We
look forward to working with him as we tackle highway safety
issues in an appropriate way.” Hennie added.
At the time of this release it was not known if the Senate will
take up the nomination before the scheduled adjournment in
December.
Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Foundation
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It may have taken nearly a year, but President Barack Obama
has finally made his choice for National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) administrator. The White House
announced it was nominating Mark Rosekind , currently a
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) board member, to
lead NHTSA. Rosekind now faces Senate confirmation.
House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred
Upton has said that he's glad to see the president is “finally taking
steps to fill this critical safety post, especially in light of the
mounting recalls."
Rosekind, sleep scientist by training, has been on the NTSB's
board since 2010. Before that, he spent 13 years as the president
of Alertness Solutions, and also worked for NASA for several
years. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx called Rosekind a
"leader ready-made for this critical responsibility," adding it
would be his job not only to hold automakers accountable, but
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Motorcycle Awareness Campaigns
Motorcycle awareness campaigns—perhaps more aptly
called "motorcyclist awareness campaigns," to call attention
to the fact that if you hit a motorcycle made of metal, plastic,
and rubber, the rider or riders on it that you smash into are
made of flesh and blood, bones, and tissue—are directed
toward motorists to remind them that motorcycles may be
present in the traffic mix; and they encourage drivers to
make a conscious assessment before executing a turn or
making a lane change to determine whether a powered twowheeled vehicle, operated by a two-legged person, already
occupies the path of travel they intend to take.
Collisions that occur because of a motorist crossing into a
motorcycle's path are called right-of-way violations
(ROWV). Some biker organizations theorize there is no need
for riders to wear helmets if motorists "start seeing
motorcycles" so that these types of collisions are then
eliminated. That premise is based on 100 percent compliance
by the driving public, which, no matter how successful the
campaign, is unlikely ever to occur. The ABATE sign above
is brightly colored, making it highly visible in most any
circumstance (think Shell and McDonald's golden arches);
yet motorcycle riders who are members of ABATE or similar
bikers'-rights organizations (BROs) typically wear darkcolored apparel when they ride.
Yes, motorcycles are vehicles with the same rights and
privileges as any other motor vehicle on the roadway, but
aside from ABATE, most of the other public service
campaigns promoting motorist awareness of motorcycles
also assert that motorcyclists have a responsibility to make
themselves visible to other motorists by wearing brightly
colored attire and helmets.
Remember, motorcycle/motorcyclist awareness and "sharethe-road" campaigns compose but one component of a
comprehensive motorcyclist safety effort, and ROWV
collisions are but one type of crash involving motorcycles.
Skilled Motorcyclist Association smarter-usa.org

Tennessee Troopers Target Motorcyclists
Tenn. State Rep. John C. Tidwell (D-New Johnsonville)
and Concerned Motorcyclists of Tenn./ABATE, Inc. took on state
troopers who were unfairly ticketing motorcyclists under the
state's motorcycle helmet law, prompting assurances from
Highway Patrol Chief Dereck Stewart that things will change.
While he was campaining for the November election,
Tidewell visited the Clarksville, Tenn. clubhouse of the Bikers
Who Care organization. One of the biggest complaints he heard
was that troopers did not understand the state laws well enough to
properly enforce them.
In one instance, a trooper stopped a group of riders for not
wearing DOT-approved helmets and made them wait at the side
of the road for 45 minutes while a friend brought them
"complying" helmets.
Tidewell, who helped write Tenn.'s helmet law explained to
state law enforcement officals that helmets with other
certifications may be legal for riders 21 or older. He also says the
trooper in this instance was overstepping his authority and
"punishing" the motorcyclists instead of just citing them.
Stewart promised Tidewell that "all troopers will be
retrained on the specifics of Tenn.'s helmet law and the
appropriate way to enforce those laws."
from the pages of "American Motorcyclist" magazine...

Reminder ABATE's tool box includes PAC
ABATE Road Riders for Freedom Political Action
Committee
Corporate law prohibits ABATE of New York Inc. from
making political contributions. The PAC is a separate and
independent corporation that is able to make monetary
contributions and endorse candidates. It is subject to close
scrutiny by the state of NewYork.
The PAC is a very effective tool, but only if we use it,
and in order to use it, we must fund it.
To send a donation: ABATE RRF, INC P.O. Box 1155
Riverhead, NY 11901
To request funds:
AJ Travis 631- 369-0729
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All reimbursements are subject to availability of funds,
but anyreasonable request is usually honored. Remember, the
money supply is short in election years.

Annual Individual Membership____________________________________________________ $30
3-Year Individual Membership_____________________________________________________ $80
Annual Joint Membership_________________________________________________________ $50
3-Year Joint Membership_________________________________________________________ $130
Annual Sustaining Membership___________________________________________________ $100
Freedom Fighter Donation:

$10

$25

$______________________________

The Freedom Writer

It’s time you did something more to protect your rights!
Join and Support Motorcycle Riders Foundation ~ Register, Vote, and Ride!

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION:
Name__________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________________
Phone__________________________________________________
E-mail Address__________________________________________
New Renewal (Member #_________________________________ )
Are you a member of a state motorcyclist’s rights organization?

Yes

No

If yes, name_______________________________________
Mail remittance to:
Motorcycle Riders Foundation,
236 Massachusetts Ave NE, Suite 510,
Washington, DC 20002-4980
Phone: 202-546-0983 / Fax: 202-546-0986
Internet: www.mrf.org / Email: mrfoffice@mrf.org
Charge It!

Visa

MasterCard

AmEx

Card Number_______________________________________________________________Expiration Date____________________________
Signature______________________________________________________________________

Date____________________________

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY All information treated confidentially
Referred by____________________________________________________________________

Date____________________________

"When the Winds of change blow, Some people build walls, and others build windmills."
Chinese Proverb from Readers Digest
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Quotable Quotes;
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National and Regional News
Washington, D.C.: Congratulations on surviving another
election cycle and thank you for voting. An additional “thank
you” to all who volunteered on a motorcycle-friendly
candidate’s campaign. Your efforts to support those who
support motorcyclists are critical to advancing rider interests
in public policy.
The 2014 AMA Voter Guide, an exclusive AMA
member benefit, has been updated with election results for
federal and gubernatorial candidates at
http://americanmotorcyclist.com/votelikeamotorcyclist.
The AMA urges all riders to build relationships with
their lawmakers. The best way to influence motorcycle-related
issues is to establish and maintain positive relationships with
elected officials before you need their help.
If you already have started working with an elected
official, by volunteering on a campaign or through previous
efforts, the AMA would like to hear your story. Please send
your activism-in-action photos, with a brief summary of your
efforts including the name of the candidate and your state, to
grassroots@ama-cycle.org.
Again, thank you to all who voted for motorcyclefriendly candidates and especially to those who volunteered on
campaigns.
Washington, D.C.: Four federal agencies have
announced dates during the coming year when the public can
enter designated areas without paying a fee. The Bureau of
Land Management, the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Forest
Service and the National Park Service are making fee-free
access available under the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement Act.
The fee-free dates for 2015 are:
Jan. 19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (BLM, NPS, USFS,
USFWS)
Feb. 14-16 Presidents Day weekend (BLM, NPS, USFWS)
(USFS -16th only)
April 18-19 Opening Weekend of National Park Week
(NPS)

June 13 National Get Outdoors Day (USFS)
Aug. 25 National Park Service Birthday (NPS)
Sept. 26 National Public Lands Day (BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS)
Oct. 11 First Sunday of National Wildlife Refuge Week (USFWS)
Nov. 11 Veterans Day (BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS)

Do you want your hard-earned tax dollars going to fund
motorcycle-only checkpoints? If you answered no, you need to
sign the American Motorcyclist Association’s petition to end
MOCs today!
The AMA opposes the checkpoints because they are unfair,
costly and ineffective.
Join thousands of fellow riders in sending a message that
MOCs must end by filling out the form at the bottom of this
page and clicking the red "sign petition" button.
In addition to the privilege of being singled out and directed to
a discriminatory checkpoint, you also have the pleasure of
knowing that your hard-earned tax dollars are allowing this to
occur!
Over $500,000 of funds dedicated to highway safety have been
spent on motorcycle-only checkpoints – with more to come.
This money could have paid the Motorcycle Safety Foundation
Basic Rider Course fee for thousands of potential motorcyclists,
been used to combat distracted driving or been invested – with
federal matching dollars – in the current comprehensive study
to analyze the root causes of motorcycle crashes.
Instead, the money was wasted on frivolous, discriminatory
MOCs.

Business
Seminar

INC. Time

Item
Sign In
General Session
American Legion Color Guard Prayer
\ Moment of Silence President
Opening Remarks Officer Remarks
Chapter Board Officers Oath of Office
Wrap Up – Q&A

Room
Terrace Lobby
Terrace

10:00 - 10:30
am

Keynote
Speaker

Terrace

8:15 - 8:50 am
9:00 - 10:00 am

10:30 – 11:00 am Break Out
Sessions

•

Assemblyman Samuel
Roberts

•

President
s
Treasur
y
Membershi
p

•
•
11:00 – 11:15
am 11:15 –
12:00 pm
12:00 – 1:00
pm
1:00 – 1:45
pm •
1:45 – 2:30
•pm TBD
2:30 – 3:30
pm

Break

Terrace
Starfire
Owego

AMA Insurance
Program
•
Presentatio
n &A
•
Q
•
Paperwork
Completion
Complimentary
Lunch sponsored
•by
Ben Rabin & ABATE of NY
Foundation
NYS Motorcyclist
Safety
Program Ben Zadrozny
Lobby Industry Representative

Starfire

Legislative Strategy Planning
Session

Starfire

Attention; see map on page
13

Terrace
Starfire
Starfire

Jan/Feb 2015

The Freedom Writer

January 17, 2015

The Freedom Writer

ABATE of NY,

19

Jan/Feb 2015

YOU CAN READ THE STATE NEWSLETTER ONLINE!
http://abateny.org/newsletter.html

YOU CAN ALSO APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE
http://abateny.org/join.html

ABATE of New York, Inc. - Membership Application

ABATE of New York State Office • P.O. Box 167 • Walker Valley, NY 12588 • 1-888-344-4400

ARE YOU MOVING? Bulk Mail is not forwarded; please update your address.
Mail to: ABATE of New York, Inc. • P.O. Box 167 • Walker Valley, NY 12588

Name:_________________________________________________________________ Member #:_______________________________________
Chapter:_________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________________________ State:____________________ Zip:________________________
Date this new address is to take effect:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:________________________________Fax:________________________________ Email:_______________________________________
Other members in the household who will need to be updated:

Name:_________________________________________________________________ Member #:_______________________________________
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Signature:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Life Membership Program consists of a one time payment based on
the number of years the member has in the organization. Beginning with their
25th year, they are automatically a Charter Life Member and dues are waived.

0 - 5 yrs
6 - 10 yrs
11 - 15 yrs

Membership
Membership
Membership

$400
$300
$200

In addition to all benefits
of a full member,
the Life Member will receive:
• A Life Member patch
• A distinctive Life Member card
• Yearly pins

The Freedom Writer

ABATE of NY, Inc. Life Membership Program

Forever Members

You can shed tears because they are gone, or you can smile because they lived.
Chris Allen
Stan Bach
Donald Blasko
Dorothy Falt
Tom Fleming
Brenda Force
Dick Fulton
Bill Cox
Barbara Rancourt

Victor Green
Michelle Hall
Martin Hourihan
Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes
Frank Martorana
Gary P. Myers
Terry ‘Doc’ O’Rourke
Brian Paschen
Chris Peek
Jan Aguirre

Mary Walker
Robert Ritchie
Walt Rutski
Angie Shufelt
Robert Shuster
Martha Strouse
Robert Taylor
John V, ‘Jack’ Wrigley

ABATE of NY Forever Members

Jan/Feb 2015

The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present another level
of membership, designed to memorialize members passed.
The ABATE of New York Forever Member will be memorialized
through a unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing
annual ABATE of New York pins. Forever Members’ names
will be published in a special section of every subsequent issue
of The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New York website.
The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure,
pins perhaps to be saved or placed at the grave, and the publication
so all remember. Forever Membership has been established at a one-time
cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those who were
members of ABATE of New York at time of death.
For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE of New York member
through Forever Membership, please contact the State Office Manager
at 888-344-4400, or cwerder@frontiernet.net
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Freedom Writer Advertising Form Date: ______________________
Email: ____________________________________ Web page: _____________________________________ Business Name:
____________________________ Your Name: ____________________________________ Street: ____________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________City:______________________________________ State: _______________________
Zip: ______________

JANUARY
MARCH

MAY

JULY

SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES
** Extra charge applies for front or back inside cover placement. All Advertising,
Including Renewals - Must Be Prepaid.
SINGLE ISSUE ADVERTISING

$85
		

		

$120
Please supply your ad, with this form. Business Card Sponsors can supply a business card or similar
size ad. If you do not have a suitable ad, we can prepare one for you. Just supply us with the ad text
and any graphics. Print clearly or type all ad text. ABATE of New York, Inc. reserves the right to refuse
any advertisement that is not in the best interest of our organization. We also reserve the right to change
our advertising rates without notice.

Circulation 3500 per issue.

DISCOUNTS
FREE
$102 for Full Page / $51 for Half Page

PLEASE REMIT YOUR PAYMENT WITH YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
Make Checks Payable to: ABATE
of New York, Inc. 223 Lincoln
Street Wayland, NY 14572-1417
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Freedom Writer Advertising Manager
Brian Burns • Email: midasb@aol.com
Phone: • Cell:
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motorcyclist news & Items, observations and
viewpoints from a legal
riding perspective

GAZETTE

Vol. 1 Issue 2

This Property New York’s Trial
Condemned Court System
Law’s a “Dumb Tool”

Hauled Into Court

The tabloid headline howls injustice— In the first case of its kind in U.S. history,
big money and corrupt power abuses NY State’s trial system is going on trial.
the little guy, with lawyers right in the The NYCLU (New York Civil Liberties
Union) has brought suit
thick of it, using the law to do their
The
ACLU
for the state’s chronic
evil client’s bidding. Lousy, corrupt
intervened on Rush failure to provide con
lawyers. Sharks, piranha.
Limbaugh’s behalf
We can’t argue the perception in his infamous ’06 stitutionally guaranteed
right to counsel for the
drug bust
but we’ll argue nevertheless, because
crimininally
accused.
that’s what lawyers do—they argue.
Their investigation revealed that
Lawyers don’t make
accused are routinely arraigned
law, they argue law.
without counsel present, 1/3rd of all
And law’s a dumb
accused never see their lawyers except
tool. A screwdriver
in court, and that some prosecutors
is a useful tool to
receive 35 times more public funds
honest mechanics
for investigation than public defenders
and burglars alike.
As old as law is the adage “you can’t (emphasis added).
2007 national stats cite up to 7x the
legislate morality.” We can be morally
repulsed by the abuse of laws as much recommended caseload with virtually
as the next guy, but it’s our job to find no investigative allowance and a 30+%
a legal answer—a legal argument—to greater chance of public defenders’
fight back with. It gives us no small guilty clients doing prison time.
Chilling stats, especially in light of
pleasure winning those arguments for
how often the news seems to report
our clients—winning for individuals.
For every tabloid headline, there are another wrongly imprisoned prisoner’s
thousands of untold stories...conflicts release on DNA or related evidence.
Without speculating on studies
that unfold in countless ways and end
up in lawyers’ hands. It’s the skill of that say prison privatization further
the hands holding the screwdriver that incentivizes the US’s already record
prison populations, it is evident to us
determine any conflict’s outcome.

!

Myers, Singer and Galiardo
represents individuals.
We take threats to individual
rights and liberties very
personally.

Mike
Chris Matt
Singer Galiardo Myers

299 Broadway, NYC
212-986-5900
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Police Misconduct • Criminal Defense

“we ride...we
represent”

NYPD’s collection truck scoops up a lot of illegally
parked motorcycles, including plateless ones like the
pink putt-putt here. If you’re trying to avoid license
theft, bolt plates on with good hardware, don’t take
them with you if you’re parked on the street!
we have reached a desperation tipping
point in the fair adjudication of criminal
cases by courtappointed counsel.
“Presumed innocent” has no mean
ing when the system deprives all but the
wellheeled of any rational description
of a fair day in court.

Winter Bike Tours?

Spotted this bike with ’bama plates whose
bottle-capper accessory made us wonder:
a) 7up? Really? and b) what’s it like to be
behind him when he pops the lid off a cold
one at 60mph?

Ferguson, Missouri:
Heartland USA Meets
Police Militarization
Regardless of how the shooting
death by a Ferguson, MO police
officer is adjudicated, the scenes
of demonstrators being confronted
by a police phalanx of armored
vehicles and weaponry suitable to
fullon war—on home soil—isn’t
an image readily forgotten.
Few can can justify local police
departments wielding such fire
power, less reconciling it with the
motto “Protect and Serve.”

A downtown Manhattan entrepreneur
packages motorcycle tours (w/driver)
all over the city and is undaunted by
winter’s arrival—he’s got the heated
riding gear all figured out.
The standard GoPro helmetcams
allow his intrepid customers to show the
Big Apple on ice to folks back in Sioux
City or Munich...and are incidentally an
accountability and liability valueadded
benefit. Visit nycmotorcycletours.com
to check out their offseason offerings.

Jan/Feb 2015

Myers Singer &
Galiardo, LLP
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HURT in an Accident? Find out your rights, FAST!
Call 24 hours / 7 days

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Motorcycle Accidents
Car Accidents
Pedestrian Accidents
Boat Accidents
Train/Aviation Accidents
Slip & Fall Accidents
Construction Accidents
Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect
Birth Injury

NEW JERSEY

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE consultation!
We will come to you!
We will immediately protect your rights!
Don't speak to the insurance company
before you call us!
We will fill out all forms for you!
We will advance the money to
investigate & pursue your claim!
1/3 Legal fee is paid at the end of your
case!

10 Rutgers Place
Trenton, NJ

NEW YORK
Joshua D. Pollack, Esq. & Philip L. Frankel
Esq.
143 Willis Ave, Mineola, Long Island
116 John Street, NYC

1-800-487-8911

1-800-487-8911

Robert Plevy, Esq.

©2003 1-800-HURT-911, Inc. 1-800-HURT-911® is a registered trademark owned by Philip L. Franckel, Esq.

24

