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ABATE of New York, Inc. 2009 State Officers

Newsletter Editor
President

Pam Wright 315-923-3422 abateny@verizon.net

Tim “Roadkill” Werder 845-744-6346 rdkil@frontiernet.net

Webmaster

Vice President
Beth Gorman 585-293-2086 beth_michaelsen@yahoo.com

John Cholewa 845-483-0121 nomad2000@hvc.rr.com
State Office Manager

Treasurer

Chris Werder

Pete Smith 315-794-2181 bulletboy_1999@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 300, Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Secretary

Toll Free: 888-344-4400 cwerder@frontiernet.net

Kathy Grasby 585-728-5246 kathyg9898@yahoo.com
Legislative Coordinator
Pam Wight 315-923-3422 abateny@verizon.net
Sergeant at Arms

What Is ABATE?
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for
profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and
interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image
of motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to stay acquainted with the issues and the
people of the motorcycling community.

Marty Dick 631-775-6836 mdinfi@aol.com
Public Relations
Open
Western Region A Coordinator
Michael Grasby 585-728-5246 michaelg9898@yahoo.com
Central Region B Coordinator
Open
Cnic Region C Coordinator

We encourage all our members to be informed registered
voters. ABATE of New York, Inc. supports the Motorcycle
Riders Education classes currently being offered throughout
NYS. We welcome interested people to any of our activities
and to join our organization. All makes and models of motorcycles are welcome.

Keith Borland 315-427-3797 spankymcb@yahoo.com
Metro NY/LI Region D Coordinator
Jim Barr 631-698-1816 LongIslandABATE@aol.com
Hudson Valley Mohawk Region E Coordinator
Gary Myers 845-331-9433 born2jeep@yahoo.com

Lighter counties have chapters.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of Brooklyn
P.O. Box 245064
Brooklyn, NY 11224

Niagara
PO Box 25,
Lockport, NY 14095

ABATE of Buffalo-Erie

North Ulster

PO Box 377

P.O. Box 13

Orchard Park, NY 14127

West Hurley, NY 12491

Cayuga Chapter
PO Box 74
Auburn, NY 13021

Oneida
PO Box 545

ABATE of Chautauqua
PO Box 572
Dunkirk, NY 14048

Onondaga
PO Box 11575
Syracuse, NY 13218

ABATE of Columbia
PO Box 227
Hudson, NY 12534

Ontario
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Cortland-Chenango
P.O. Box 245
Mc Graw, NY 13101

Orleans
PO Box 43
Medina, NY 14103-0043

Finger Lakes

Oswego
PO Box 133

Aims & Purposes
To review and inform members about federal, state, and
local levels of government motorcycle legislation and to promote
favorable motorcycle legislation.
To improve road conditions thus making roads safer for motorcyclists.
To help prevent accidents through education and public awareness.
To promote positive community relations.

P.O. Box 353
Hornell, NY 14843
Greene
P.O. Box 92
Leeds, NY 12451
Jefferson
P.O. Box 21
Clayton, NY 13624
Lewis
P.O. Box 245
Port Leyden, NY 13433

Holland Patent, NY 13354

To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.
To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and government
authorities, police departments, government agencies, insurance companies, and other organizations.
To report and discourage biased news reporting about motorcyclists.
To present and promote a better image of motorcycling.

To Have Liberty
You Must Have
Unity

Central Square, NY 13036

Dates To Remember

Southern Tier

PO Box 2441
Binghamton, NY 13902

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Material must be received no later than:

Tompkins
PO Box 6743, Ithaca,
NY 14851-6743
Wayne
PO Box 332
Ontario, NY 14519

Long Island
PO Box 1311
Riverhead, NY 11901

February 1, 2009 for the March 2009 issue
Sorry, we can not print your material after the deadline.

NEXT STATE CHAPTER MEETING DATE
February 15, 2009
Starting Time: 1:00 pm
Legion Post 80, 76 Main St.
Binghamton, NY 13905

Monroe
PO Box 13277
Rochester, NY 14613

Dedicated to
Safety & Freedom
of the Road

Open to all ABATE of New York members.

ABATE OF NY STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Chris Werder
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
1-888-344-4400
cwerder@frontiernet.net

ABATE of New York
supports the rights of
ALL
Motorcyclists

AMERICAN BIKERS AIMED TOWARD EDUCATION
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Important ABATE of New York Issues
Do you want to save ABATE of New York money by downloading your state newsletter off the ABATE of New
York website? Send an email to cwerder@frontiernet.net tell here your full name, chapter and you don’t need a
printed newsletter. REMEMBER the newsletter is 5 to 6 megabytes, you need high-speed Internet service to
download a large file.
I did not receive any Seminar information from the committee but the date is January 16-18. Only board officers
have to go on Friday. Read the Vice President’s report, she discusses the seminar in her report.

Freedom
From laws being made by those legislators that don’t understand and/or care about motorcycling
From drivers who pay more attention to their radio, food, & cell phones than driving aware
From a Government that spends more money & time protecting us from ourselves than helping us

SPONSORS
ABATE OF NEW YORK SPONSORS

Become a Sponsor of ABATE of NY
Sponsors help us
Promote Motorcycle Safety,
Awareness, & Education

Roadkill AMSOIL Dealer
JT Tasker NILICO
Stan's Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Harley-Davidson of Suffolk, Inc.
Full Throttle Insurance Agency
Harley-Davidson of Jamestown, Inc.
Ithaca Harley-Davidson, Inc.
American Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Buffalo Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Rollin' Bones Motor Co., Inc. Custom Motorcycles +
Stones Snow Sleds Snowmobiles, helmets, Motorcycles
Seebers Tavern
Motorcycle Hauling (roadside pick-up) Kingston, NY

Sponsorship of ABATE of NY does not denote individual
membership in the organization, rather, it signifies the
Sponsor's desire to help further the goals and purposes
of ABATE of NY, and earns the Sponsor the public recognition of his/her generosity.
Interested clubs, businesses, organizations and/or individuals may apply for a $25 ABATE of NY Sponsorship
through their local ABATE of NY Chapter, or directly to
the ABATE of NY State Office:

ABATE of NY, Inc. State Office
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Thank You For Being a Sponsor
For information 1-888-344-4400

Toll Free Phone: 888 344 4400
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State Board
PRESIDENT
+Thank you for your trust through my re-election as State
President.
I believe that ABATE of New York will be entering 2009
with a fully representative State Board for the first time in a
few years (save for our long-standing Adirondack Regional
difficulty). Several Chapters will also be experiencing
leadership changes guided by their retiring peers, many of
whom were themselves long-time leaders. These are positive signs, indicating a desire by dedicated members to continue to lead at all levels, and a willingness by past leaders
to aid and mentor their replacements and
future leaders.
It is appropriate to use an analogy of a long distance relay
race, as we rely upon the recipient of the baton to further
the cause. Our ability to consistently & successfully pass
the baton, therefore, while furthering our overall mission, is
a sign of a healthy organization.
It's been pleasing to also see an increased willingness by
members to actively express their opinions regarding issues
that affect motorcyclists in New York State. Even if it's
only been a letter or phone call, you'd be surprised how
every single voice has an impact, so please, continue to
voice your opinions.
Ride on.
Roadkill - President, ABATE of New York, Inc.
VICE PRESIDENT

Another year to begin new ventures with ABATE of NY.
First I would like to thank all of the chapters for their vote
of confidence in me as the Vice President of NY ABATE. I
hope to continue moving forward and will try my hardest to
make this another eventful year for ABATE. In 2008 we
were able to start many programs to help the chapters promoting ABATE and I was very excited to see that several
chapters have taken advantage of the monetary gains. We
were also able to get more bonuses for our members as well
with the insurance policy and our scholarship program. I
am hoping this year we will have some candidates that will
apply for that scholarship.
ABATE is continuing the battle against New York State in
regard to the Motorcycle stops and the $552,000 that were
taken from us. The board is still making headway with
those issues. It is not a lost battle.
I am hoping to see you all at our upcoming state seminar.
Slider Gilmore is our guest speaker. Here is a tentative
schedule of what is happening when. It is subject to change
before the event.
Friday evening is our Board meeting
Saturday Morning-General session with guest speaker
Slider Gilmore
following our general session we will have the following
break out sessions:
Presidents/ VP (AM)
Treasurer (AM)
legislation (AM) (This may run AM and PM tentative
Presidents are asked to attend the afternoon portion)

Stan’s Harley Davidson, Inc.

BEVERAGE COMPANY, INC.

4425 W. Saile Dr.
Batavia, NY 14020

Box 1035 1043 Co. Rt. 25 Oswego, NY 13126
(315) 343-5221 Fax (315) 343-9464
Daniel E. Dorsey President

Phone:
(585) 343-9598
Store Hours:
Mon. 9-6 Tues. 9-8 Wed. 9-8
Thurs. 9-8 Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4
Closed Sundays

Visit us online at:
www.stanshd.com

"Government is too big and too important to be left to the politicians."
For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Board & Chapter Reports
the Chapter Meetings. I have not attended one that has all
chapters present. Do you realize what we could do if we
were all represented? Maybe we could get more done since
there would representation from all chapters? Why can’t
we all make it a point to attend a State Chapter Meeting in
2009? There are members from chapters that I have never
met and I am sure that they are all great people.

(Vice President Report Continued from page 6)

Membership (PM)
Public Relations (PM)
Saturday Night Dinner possibly entertainment
Sunday
Membership (Early, AM)
Legislation (Discussing our Legislative Agenda for 2009)
Public Relations
Again this is a tentative time schedule the times will be on
the agenda at the event. Sunday seminars start at 830 in the
morning and can go till the afternoon depending on the
time needed
If you have not given me anything from your chapter at the
DEC board meeting for the auction make sure you bring
the items to the seminar and give them to me directly.
The State Party Date is 07/21/08 so make sure you mark
your calendars. I am hoping it will continue to grow even
more this year. I have yet to make it to some of your chapter events or meetings but I will hopefully be able to attend
more this year.
The tax status committee is looking for volunteers. eventually once we approved creating a subsidiary we will need
volunteers from each chapter to help start our education
program. We have had one in the past I am hoping to revive but it is going to require the volunteers from each
chapter to step up and become educators to the public.
Beth Gorman - Vice President, ABATE of New York

SERGEANT AT ARMS
MICHAEL J GRASBY SR
This will be my last report as State Sergeant At Arms. The
next report will I will be the Western District Coordinator
for the 2009 year.
I have only missed one State level meeting this year due to
not having a quorum the meeting was canceled and hope
not to miss any meetings next year.
I have not had any real problems to deal with this year and
that is the way it should be. We are all grown adults and
therefore act as adults.

It appears that it is the same chapters each time that are not
represented and I am sure that those who do not attend
would find something interesting to listen to or talk about if
they did. Maybe there is something that you have wanted
to ask, but did not know who to talk to. This is the place to
go. All of your State Officers are present as well as many
Chapter Officers. It is possible that your chapter has a
problem and with the help of the other State and Local Officers present, you may get the answer that you have been
trying to figure out.
I have thought that maybe the question I ask would be
dumb, but someone told me that questions are not dumb,
also that there is “NO” dumb question. The answer may be
as simple as just asking.
I would like to thank all of you that put your trust in me to
hold this position and hope that I have done my job to your
liking. Thank you for the trust that you have given to me.

Wayne ABATE
We are a small chapter but everyone who comes to meetings all worked together really well. We always find something to laugh about. We started planning our Cabin Fever
Party which is on March 7 and what will have at our booth
at the Ontario ABATE Swap Meet.
At the November state chapter meeting it was decided to
offer the option of downloading your state newsletters from
the ABATE website www.abateny.org instead of getting it
in the mail. Not everyone will be able to do this as the file
is large and your dial-up Internet service will laugh at you
and then maybe lock up your computer if you try to
download it. I think this is a wonderful idea for members
with high speed Internet service. The pictures will look better than your print version.
Some of our Wayne members went to Ontario ABATE’s
Christmas party. We got there early which was a good
thing because later it was standing room only. A good band
and talking to old friends. We would love to have you at
our events. You are always invited.

I hope that in the future that we can get more turn out for

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Chapter Reports
SOUTHERN TIER CHAPTER

Tompkins Chapter
Tompkins County ABATE is preparing for its annual Winter Party to kick off the new year, and all are invited. It's
January 10th at Helen Newman Bowling at Cornell University. Contact any chapter officer for more information to
attend. Since we can't roll down the roadway on motorcycles that time of year, we're going to roll bowling balls
down the lanes instead. Come on and join us!
Tompkins has just put together its calendar for 2009, which
includes our annual Web Run and Toy Run, and two colder
weather events: One in April and the other in the fall.
We just elected our new officers, it is pretty much the same
dedicated faces with one change: Danny Blauvelt will be
our new vice president. Thanks, Danny and a big thanks to
former vice president Jim Holtkamp for all his hard work.
Our meetings are the third Friday of each month, at the Eagles Club behind Wegmans in Ithaca. Call 607 342 3764
for more information. Though the meetings start at 7:30,
we start arriving at 5:30 to take part in the Eagles' steak
dinner/fish fry. It's all good food and a good time.
We are preparing for an upcoming visit to Senator Nozzolio's office in Seneca Falls. He sponsors the Helmet Repeal Bill every year, and some of us live in his district so
we're going to pay a visit to show our support and discuss
other issues such as the raiding of the Motorcycle Safety
Fund in early 2008 and the roadblocks this past summer
that targeted motorcyclists.
All in all, it's been a busy fall and will lead into a busy winter. Come on to some of our events to meet our members
and support our chapter!

What a long strange trip its been!
Howdy, my name is Corky Edwards. It has been my honor
to be president of the Southern Tier Chapter for 14 years.
In October of 2008, I thought it was time for a change for
our chapter. Actually, I thought that 4 years ago but it took
that long for someone to raise their hand when the nominations for president came up at our election meeting. As of
January 1st, there will be a new man leading that chapter.
His name is Mick Brown and I have the utmost confidence
in his abilities and I wish him all the best. I am sure he will
be a success in that position.
I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every
member of the Southern Tier Chapter for having the faith
in me to allow me to lead for that length of time. We have
had many laughs together. We have shed many tears together. We have traveled thousands of miles together on
two wheels. We have spent a few hours together on the side
of the road. We have spent a few hours together talking to
policemen. We even spent a few hours together avoiding
policemen.
We’ve been to state parties in Himrod, Frank’s Farm and
the Hog-A-Rosa. We’ve been to business seminars in
Ithaca, Binghamton and Owego. We’ve lobbied our representatives in their home offices as well as in Albany.
We’ve done a hell of a lot.
The key word here is we. The Southern Tier Chapter has
always been a team. I was merely a figurehead who could
not have done it without the help of my brothers and sisters
in the chapter.
Once again thank you to every member of the Southern
Tier Chapter and I look forward to finally watching a meeting from the other side of the officer’s table.
Ride safe to one day ride free!

Historic

FRANK LOMBARDI & SONS, INC.
Staten Island Harley-Davidson

Seeber’s

AUTHORIZED
DEALER

Tavern

Sales - Service - Parts - Motorclothes - Accessories

“Good Booze At Good Prices”

Est. 1905 - One of America’s Oldest Family Owned Motorcycle Dealerships

Phone: 718-447-4009
Fax:
718-727-3507
442 Bay Street, Staten Island., N.Y. 10304

For information 1-888-344-4400

Main St., Smithville Flats, NY 13841-0027

www.Lombardi-HD.com
Michael Lombardi

Rooms
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Chapter Reports
supporter of our cause and legislation on our behalf over
many years. His picture was on the cover of our chapters
newsletter with an endorsement on his behalf to our readers. I am glad to say that he was re-elected and I am sure
he will continue to work with us in the coming years.

MONROE
Hello to everyone from Monroe County.
My name is Michael Parthum, but they call me
“Professor”, which is a club name carried over from when
I used to belong to the Peacemakers. Currently I am the
V.P. of Monroe County ABATE and I was recently
elected to the position of President for 2009. First, I
would like to take the opportunity to say how honored I
am to be able to contribute to the cause of motorcycle
rights and I look forward to working with the state board
in the coming year.

By the time this comes out, we will have had our Christmas party, which always is a good time for everyone and I
would expect that this year will be no exception. The November’s general meeting will have been done and the
transition and training for our new board members is already underway. I look forward to seeing and meeting
many of you at the State Seminar in Binghamton in January.

At this time Thanksgiving is upon us and Christmas is just
around the corner. We have been busy in the past few
months with having some of our local political leaders
coming to the general meetings to show their support for
us. At September’s general meeting we had Cheryl Dinolfo, who is the Monroe County Clerk and did a very
nice job informing the membership about the differences
between renewing vehicle registrations on line vs. going to
the local DMV. Some of you may not know this, but if
you renew your registration on line, your local county gets
NONE of that money. If you go to your local DMV and
renew, the money (most of it) stays with the local government.

One final thought, I know it’s winter time now and everyone will be suffering from PMS (Parked Motorcycle Syndrome) but this is also a good time to do some planning
for the up coming year. Support your local motorcycle
shops if you have upgrades or needed maintenance to be
done. The winter time is when they are not as busy so you
get better attention and you don’t have to lose any riding
time. I know that sometimes prices for parts are cheaper
on the internet but if you don’t support your local shops,
they won’t be around to support you when you really need
them.
Professor

At our October general meeting we had Joe Robach, who
was at the time running in a very contested race for our
area for the New York State Senate. Joe has been an ardent

those present which way we want to go. We always stop
for dinner at a different place and town. This is one of the
things that make the Wednesday night ride fun for all.

FINGER LAKES CHAPTER
A.B.A.T.E. OF NEW YORK

Being that this is a new year, all of the Officers have been
elected and sworn in. This year we have some new Officers and with the help of the past Officers, I am sure that
we will go forward as best as we can.

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday at 7:00pm of
each month. We hold our meetings at the Italian Villa on
Seneca Street in Hornell, NY. We meet in a large room
upstairs. Some of the members come early for dinner
since the food is very good. Normally we have about 35
members present and they are not always the same people.
We have some new faces and some regular faces which
makes new ideas flow. We are looking into some new
ways to bring in new members with new ideas.

With the help of our members, we have discussed what we
will be doing in the year 2009 and at present we talked
about bringing back our Swap Meet. This will take the
help of all of our chapter members to make it work. We
have a date of June 20, 2009 for our annual ride. At present we have not talked about where we are going. We
will continue with our Wednesday night ride, weather permitting.

Any members from another chapter interested in attending
one of our meetings please feel free to do so. Check with
one of our members and they can give you better directions.

Our Wednesday night ride brings out many of our members, some of the same and some of the new members.
We usually make a decision where we are going by asking

For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Legislation
The past apathetic legislative effort on the part of ABATE of New York State has ended. In the future a new era
of legislative involvement will be established. This legislative effort will be directed from the state legislative coordinator and the responsibility of the chapter presidents. This will ensure that the efforts put forth will be consistent and persistent. While the post for most of a district level legislative coordinator has gone unfilled, the efforts
by chapter legislative coordinators is outstanding by the few. The effort to communicate about our legislative efforts needs to be enhanced. I will be asking all chapter presidents to hold twice monthly meetings with the express issue of discussion being legislative, and asking each to create positions on the chapter boards for a Federal legislative, a State legislative and a County legislative position. It would then be the responsibility of the
Chapter President to attend these legislative meetings and see the proper documentation is generated as proof
of the legislative involvement of their respective chapters. I see no reason that every chapter should not be operating on the federal, state and county level. The era of dumping the legislative responsibilities on one individual
and casting that individual adrift are over.
The state legislative coordinator will suggest assigning individuals to each congressional district to ensure the
coverage on the federal level at the same time all chapters will be responsible for communication with our U.S.
Senators. For far too long the piece meal efforts of a few dedicated individuals has not been enough to ensure a
favorable outcome for our legislative initiatives.
ABATE also needs to grow its participation within the established partisan politics. Our efforts at a party level
stink. We must strive to inform our members and get them to participate at the town and county level of the established political parties.
This year 2009 will bring a new administration to the presidency and with that will come change in the bureaucratic leadership in Washington, with the same old bureaucrat's of course. The reauthorization of the transportation equity act in 2009 is essential for the participation of the members of the motorcycle rights organization to
hold our position on our federal issues that have been gained in the past. Certainly new transportation issues will
arise. We cannot help but be reactive, at the same time we must set a proactive agenda. I know that the participation may have tapered off a bit in the recent times, but only our perseverance and new increased effort will be
enough to stem the tide of the bureaucratic regulations and legislative enactment's that could be generated on
the world, federal, state, county and town levels of government.
Communication is the key to our success and we need to breech the divide within the motorcycle community.
Youth is not a disadvantage, court the involvement of the young. We need their energy, knowledge and skills.
We also need to involve the riding groups the have traditionally not associated with ABATE the motorcycle elitist
of Hog, Star and Goldwing. While these groups claim to have no government involvement and not all our issues
are theirs, the growing ensnarement of new laws and regulation for motorcyclist is the awakening interest to
them.
New York ABATE State Legislative Coordinator
george
motorcyclists choose freedom
mrfabate@cs.com
585-293-2086
This article has been edited at the request of the state ABATE president.

United Kingdom - Sportsbike description
The phrase 'motorised toys' was intended to refer to a relatively small number of very high powered sports machines ridden by a minority of riders in an inconsiderate way, causing danger to themselves and other road users. This was not intended to describe the vast
majority of motorcycles used for both leisure and business purposes.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of New York Prep-BOARD MEETING

take on this responsibility while at the Meeting of the
Minds this year.

Roadkill called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm.
Roll call was taken, present were: President., Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Legislation. Coordinator, Sgt.
At Arms, Region A, Region C, (Region E excused)
Motion #B83-08 made by Shawn that we waive the
reading of the minutes from the previous meeting. Unanimous
Correspondence:
The State Managers Office was notified by N. Ulster Chapter that two of their members were now deceased due to an
accident during a HOG ride. Chris notified National Income Life to confirm eligibility for the member’s AD&D
insurance benefit. The members were Jillian Gartman and
Steve Ehrle. Our sympathies go out to both families.
Regarding the Lemon Law, Pam asked Roadkill to request
that the AMA update their web site on the subject. Marie
Esselstein, Government Affairs Assistant, replied, “This
has been changed. For the current time the reference link
has been changed to that of the New York Dispute Resolution Association. We will change it to either the State
Code or the Atty. General's Office once we find the updated information on their online database.”
In our search for an attorney to represent ABATE members SMRO Rights issues. Roadkill has sent letters to the
following three attorney offices: Joseph M. Latino, Esq.,
Croton on Hudson, NY, Benjamin C. Rabin, Esq., Syracuse, NY and Richard J. Rosche, Esq., East Amherst, NY.
They have all been invited to attend our next State Board
Meeting on 12/21/08 by either themselves, or a representative of their firm. If still interested in representing
ABATE, we would like them to give a short presentation of
what they will offer.
There were 6 letters sent to 6 different chapters who are
behind in their financial reports to the Treasurer. The following chapters were notified: Brooklyn, Cayuga (who is
now up to date), Chautauqua, Columbia, Niagara and
Wayne (who is now up to date).
Beth is now an Assistant to our MRF Rep. She agreed to
For information 1-888-344-4400

November 15, 2008 Binghamton, NY

We also received a Thank You letter from the MRF for our
donation of $5,000.00; unfortunately, as pointed out by
Roadkill, the letter’s sloppy forwarded delivery included an
out-of-date letter addressed to a long-defunct ABATE of
New York address stuffed in a newly postmarked, handwritten envelope.
A discussion was held about the nasty remarks made about
the AMA District 3 President by the District 34 Rep. Back
in September of this year.
Roadkill had demanded an apology from Larry Swartz
which we never had received. We have finally received
the apology; it was given in a public statement on-line.
Flyer presented by Buff-Erie on McKinley Mall Bike week
December 12-21, 2008.
We received a ballot for the MRF SMRO elections on
12/15/08. The only candidate running is Dave Dwyer as
State SMRO Rep. to the State of NY. Roadkill will return
the ballot with our vote.
According to Roadkill the PA AD&D insurance has raised
their value to $3,000.00 hopefully our AD&D carrier will
follow suit. But remember that PA deals with a different
insurance company than we do.
Roadkill stated that he had sent a letter to Mitch Proner
about the HOV situation in NYC, but not received any response.
President’s Report:
Everything going well. Will report more at State Chapter
Meeting.
Vice President’s Report:
She had good news from the MRF. One of the people that
she spoke with gave her some insight into how to approach
the Attorney General of NY about the missing
$520,000.00. She will report more at the State Chapter
Meeting.
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ABATE of New York Prep-BOARD MEETING
(Prep-Board Meeting Continued from page 11)

Contract for Pete is done, but she couldn’t print it due to
problems with her printer. She will be e-mailing it to the
Board.
The MRF gave her some good ideas for stickers and/or
patches stating “Share the Road”. Marty Dick said that he
uses a very good dealer for this type of merchandise who
is very reasonable. Beth will be contacting the Webmaster
of this site for more information.
Beth stated that she had finally been able to find a source
for the bags we wanted to use for promos. She gave
thanks to Michael Grasby for finding this company for
her. They will print us 5,000 bags for $.25 each or more
bags if needed. There will be a onetime set up fee of
$60.00. The Board stated that we had already given Beth
the OK to order the bags, so go ahead. She is still working
on the kickstand pucks.
At the Meeting of the Minds in CO, the “Bikers inside the
Beltway” was discussed. It will be held in May of 2009 in
DC, during the 111th Congress session. The exact date has
not been decided as of yet. We are hoping it won’t conflict with our Freedom Rally Weekend. There is much
concern about the HIPAA Bill and the right to repair act.
Several different speakers will be in attendance.
Biker.net.com created by Keith Ball is trying to create a
movie, going state to state collecting information on harassment and noise reduction.

November 15, 2008 Binghamton, NY

there is new proposed regulations for helmets, this new
regulation is to get rid of novelty helmets, a new larger
DOT sticker that will be more easily visible.
A reminder to everyone that all Bills for this year will be
changing numbers as of January to reflect the upcoming
year.
On the confiscation Bill the PBA is HOT for this bill.
Pam knows that no one has received the State Newsletter
yet. They were being printed on the 12th and should now
be in the mail. The printer was claiming she didn’t know
our deadline for the newsletters. Pam is writing a document/contract to be given to the printer.
Region C: Tom Alton
Will give more detailed report at State Chapter meeting.
He does have yard signs if anyone is in need. Twenty of
them have gone to Oswego. The 2 large Bill Board signs
are here. The original is currently in Oneida’s possession.
Region E: Dave Kipp Excused
Region A: Shawn Fenner
Will report at State Chapter meeting.
Sgt. at Arms: Michael Grasby
Nothing at this time.
Office Managers Report: Chris Werder

MRF has published its active & inactive list; Beth was
given a copy of it.

Chris has supplied a copy of the membership report to all
Board members.

Treasurer’s Report:

They should look this over and note the decline we are
headed for.

There will be a lot to discuss about the new budget. Pete
suggests that we plan on discussing this right after the
lunch break at the State Chapter Meeting.
Motion #B84-08 made by Kathy with a 2nd that Pete pay
the bills. Unanimous
Legislative Report:

Ralph Wagonblott requested a check for $55.00 to go the
City of Albany for the 2009 Freedom Rally permit.
We currently have approximately 1,000 tri-fold applications. Prospector will be delivering these to Marty for the
show at the Javits Center. Chris asked about ordering
5000 more new.

This is a calm time for new Legislation. As far as helmets,
For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of New York Prep-BOARD MEETING
(Continued from page 12)

Motion #B85-08 by Tom with a 2nd for Chris to order
another 5000 tri-fold application. Unanimous
Roadkill inquired into the e-mails between Pete and Kathy
concerning the record of past motions made by the State
Board and the State Chapters. Pete and Kathy both spoke
on this. Pete would like to see this incorporated into the
State Seminar so that members can look them over to familiarize themselves with what has been accomplished over
the past year. Also, this will help them to keep from repeating the same motions time after time. Kathy had compiled the list and given a copy of it to Pete. He suggested
that we group them by financial, good of the chapters and
other business. It was also suggested that this be done on a
continuing basis.

November 15, 2008 Binghamton, NY

It was reported that there were approximately 35 people in
attendance at the protest in Syracuse. We did receive lots
of media attention.
Motion #B87-08 by Pete with a 2nd to reimburse the 20%
of the cost to Oneida Chapter for the promotional signs
they had made.
Motion to adjourn the meeting made at 1:20 pm for 5 minutes. Then return for State Chapter Meeting.
Kathy A. Grasby
State Secretary – Happy Thanksgiving to all.

Editor Note: State Chapter Meeting Minutes will in the next newsletter.

Pete also suggested a BOGO incentive. You never know it
might work.
Either way our lost membership needs to be worked on
now not later.
Committee Report: Beth Gorman

2009 Meeting Dates

She will make her report at the State Chapter Meeting.

January 16-18: Seminar

Beth is working on a Scholarship program with Shawn and
Roadkill.

February 21: Prep-Board & State Meetings

Tom Alton asked Roadkill if former State Treasurer Sandy
will be audited – the reply was yes, the State books will be
subjected to an audit.

March 15: Board Meeting
April: Regional Meetings
May 17*: Prep-Board & State Meetings

Cayuga needs their Chapter Banner. (The banner was
brought to the meeting.

June 21: Board Meeting

Marty from Long Island asked if there is a By-Law Committee working on updating our By-Laws. Some of these
current By-Laws are enforced and some are not. We do
need them revised.

August 15: Prep-Board & State Meetings

nd

Motion #B 86-08 by Shawn with a 2 to form a By-Laws
Committee; Roadkill stated that the entire Board will be on
this committee. Unanimous
Beth will discuss the State Seminar and our attempt to become 501.C3 at the State chapter Meeting.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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July: Regional Meetings

September 20: Board Meeting
October: Regional Meetings
November 21: Prep-Board & State Meetings
December 20: Board Meeting
The May meeting is usually voted to be in Albany which
is why I have it on Sunday May 17.

www.abateny.org

Amber Alerts & Red Light Speed Camera

Honda Motorcycles / Are You at Risk

Gatso USA has announced that after one year of development, testing and customer evaluation, its flagship GS11
red light and speed camera now carries an Amber Alert
feature that can help ensure the safety of abducted children
by decreasing law enforcement's response time in locating
suspected criminals.
The Amber Alert Programme is a voluntary partnership
between law enforcement, broadcasters, and transportation
agencies to activate an urgent bulletin in the most serious
child-abduction cases.
The camera's Amber Alert feature enables police departments to search in real-time for wanted or suspect vehicles
at intersections or locations within a city's network of
compatible red light or speed photo enforcement cameras.
When a suspect vehicle passes a camera location, the device immediately reports the information back to the police department.
In a recent evaluation of Gatso USA's GS11 Amber Alert
capability conducted in a south suburb of Chicago, Deputy
Chief David DeMarco of the Oak Forest Police Department, the chief coordinator of the evaluation, stated, "I
was amazed. Within 20 seconds of passing a camera location, we were notified in the field with a message and a
photo that my car was detected at the camera location
when the Amber Alert feature was activated. It's a priceless tool for law enforcement when looking for a suspect
vehicle involved in an abduction or serious crime. We consider the evaluation to be highly successful."
The evaluation was coordinated after the city of Oak Forest installed several of Gatso's GS11 red light photo enforcement solutions for designated intersections within the
city. Oak Forest conducted an extensive evaluation of five
red light camera photo enforcement solutions and selected
Gatso based on product performance as well as the beneficial cost structure provided, which does not require any
capital expenditure from the city or the police department.
"We are excited about the value that our Amber Alert capability provides to law enforcement in helping to save
children's lives by immediately locating a suspect vehicle
involved in child abductions and other serious crimes,"
said Andrew Noble, president of Gatso USA.
Nearby cities of Hanover Park and Streamwood, Illinois
will also have their Gatso red light cameras enabled with
the Amber Alert feature, linking the two cities for a
broader detection area.

Honda's Cumulative Global
Reaches 200 million Units

Motorcycle

Production

TOKYO, Japan, October 30, 2008– Honda Motor Co.,
Ltd. announced that Honda's cumulative worldwide motorcycle production reached the 200 million-unit milestone at
the end of September 2008. Honda achieved this milestone
in the 60th year since the company began motorcycle production in 1949 with the Dream D-type.
The history of Honda’s motorcycle business began with
the start of mass-production of the Dream D-type in 1949.
Production outside of Japan began at Honda’s motorcycle
plant in Belgium in 1963, and since then Honda has been
expanding its local production to many countries around
the world based on Honda’s commitment to “build products close to the customer.” Honda first cultivates new
markets and establishes a business foundation with motorcycles, which later serves as the foundation of automobile
business. Honda currently produces motorcycles at 32
plants in 22 countries around the world. Moreover, Honda
established local motorcycle R&D operations in the U.S.,
Germany, Italy, Thailand, China, and India dedicating its
effort to develop motorcycles that meet the needs of local
customers.
Honda’s annual worldwide motorcycle sales exceeded 10
million units in 2004, and 2007 sales reached 13.47 million units, a 7% increase from 2006. Honda envisions sales
of more than 18 million units in 2010. Toward this end,
Honda will continue offering products which fulfill the
diversifying needs of customers around the world.

Study: Riding Motorcycles May Cause Impotence
Japanese survey reveals 70% of male bikers have trouble
getting 'wood' - and we don't mean for the campfire
TROUBLE GETTING one up? A study has revealed men
that ride motorcycles are at risk of impotence and urinary
problems because the vibration of the engine damages
nerves in their penises.
According to the Canberra Times, one of Australia's leading newspapers, a survey of more than 230 motorcyclists
who rode their bikes for about three hours every weekend
found almost 70 per cent had problems gaining an erection
or emptying their bladders.
The study was carried out by doctors in Japan and found

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Clarifying the 'Ban Motorcycles' Plea UK

(Motorcycle Riding and Impotence Continued from page 14)

most motorcycle seats put undue pressure on the perineum,
that unknown area between the anus and the scrotum. The
pressure can restrict blood flow to the rider's todger, which
in turn causes problems when asked to stand to attention.
The study also revealed vibrations from the engine caused a
decrease in two growth hormones in the bladder and prostate related to bladder relaxation.

Florida’s Share the Road
The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles has kicked off a "Share the Road" campaign to raise
awareness about preventing motorcycle and pedestrian
crashes.
The campaign includes public-service announcements on
the radio, posters, flyers and bumper stickers that urge motorists to watch out for not only cars, but also motorcycles,
bicycles and walkers.
"Florida's roadways are busy with more than 18 million
residents and approximately 88 million visitors each year,"
said Electra Theodorides-Bustle, executive director of the
DHSMV.
Motorcycle crashes increased from 8,990 in 2006 to 9,205
in 2007 — a 13-percent jump.
"I think the majority of drivers don't see them," said Dan
Walker, the program director of Behind the Wheel program
for the North Florida Safety Council.
He said drivers too often don't check for motorcycles in
their blind spots when changing lanes.

The First in Synthetics ®
SINCE 1972

ROBERT “BOBP” PIACENTE
AMSOIL AND ALTRUM AUTHORIZED DEALER
ZO# 1434872
47-37 245th Street
Douglaston, NY 11362
(917) 747-0662
piagent@nyc.rr.com
www.lubedealer.com/bobp
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Association of Chief Police Officers clarifies its position
over 'ban motorcycles' plea
OVER TWO weeks ago the Association of Chief Police
Officers caused uproar when they told the Commons
Transport Committee that they should consider banning
motorcycles.
Following evidence submitted to the Transport Select Committee on behalf of ACPO, David Griffin, Deputy Chief
Constable of Humberside Police and ACPO lead on motorcycle safety said:
"This week, ACPO has written to the Chair of the Transport Select Committee to clarify its position and remove
any confusion that may have arisen in relation to motorcycles as a result of evidence provided to the Committee.
“We cannot deny that the casualty and fatality rate amongst
motorcycle and scooter riders in the UK remains unacceptably high, especially when compared to countries such
as Germany and Sweden. However ACPO is working hard
with the motorcycle industry, Driving Standards Agency,
Department for Transport and riding groups to explore sensible and pragmatic solutions to reduce the high casualty
and death rates of motorcyclists in the UK.
“Motorcycling is a viable and necessary part of our transport infra-structure and I hope that our move to clarify matters with the Transport Select Committee provides reassurance to the motorcycling community.”
ACPO has provided clarification to the Transport Select
Committee on the following issues:
Vehicle evasion: At the time of the submission, the available evidence suggested that vehicle evasion by motorcyclists was a significant issue. Research has since indicated
that the level of vehicle excise evasion on motorcycles is
not significantly greater than that of other vehicles.
Access by motorcycles to public roads: Discussions within
ACPO surrounded off-road vehicles in particularly environmentally sensitive areas where noise and environmental
damage have arisen as a concern to communities. This
statement was not intended to suggest restrictions on the
access of law-abiding road-using motorcyclists.
High speed motorcycles: ACPO has acknowledged that,
without modification, production motorcycles in the UK
are not capable of over 200 miles per hour, but are capable
of speeds approaching that number.
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LPG Motorcycle
November 21, 2008 Alternative fuel motorcycles are a hot
topic at the moment, with electric, hydrogen and diesel engines being bolted into two-wheeler frames more and more
commonly in an effort to get maximum bang for the energy
buck. But this is the first bike we've seen to take on a Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) tank. Apart from offering around
70mpg, Dave Akhurst's Greenfly is also a beautifully designed custom with some very special touches, such as a
single-sided front fork and rims that detach from the starshaped hub to make tire changes literally a five-minute job.

event of a puncture, turning a real roadside headache into a
five minute job. Akhurst must almost be hoping for punctures when he takes the Greenfly out for a Sunday spin.
He's also fabricated a truly humungous luggage system that
bolts on in place of the removable pillion seat for longer
trips. Certainly, many people would have safety concerns
about a motorcycle that places a large pressurized tank of
flammable gas between their legs, but in fact LPG cylinders are generally much hardier than a normal motorcycle
tank, and it would be a very unlucky accident that caused
one to explode on impact.

Red Light Camera Finds Motorcycle Thief
In a hotel parking lot last month, a DPS detective spotted a
stolen motorcycle and a dude walking up to it. The detective questioned the man, 40-year-old Thomas Paul Norton,
then arrested him for carrying two forged driver's licenses.
Since the man hadn't been caught on the motorcycle, the
detective couldn't bust him for vehicle theft -- until eight
days later, after the motorcycle's owner received a red-light
ticket in the mail.

LPG
Motorcycle

LPG doesn't deliver the same mileage per liter as petrol or
diesel, but it's generally priced significantly cheaper. This
should make the 30-horsepower Greenfly a very economical little bike to get around on. Akhurst built the bike from
scratch using a kick-start Yamaha XT500 engine and a considerable amount of metalworking skill. Its eye-catching
single-sided suspension at both ends is perhaps the first
thing you notice to look at it, as well as the bulging LPG
tank beneath the seat and the large hubless tired rim sitting
in front of the air-cooled engine.
The rim appears to bolt straight on to the five-pointed star
hubs at either end - meaning that brakes, axles, chains and
bearings can stay on the bike as you swap a rim out in the

In the picture that came with the ticket (above) was Norton,
still wearing the same shirt he had on when arrested and
driving the motorcycle 17 hours after it had been reported
stolen.
Troopers compared the shot with this booking mug of a
swastika-adorned Norton, then submitted the stolen-vehicle
charges.
At the time of his arrest, Norton was out of jail on bail for
numerous other charges including car theft, drug and weapons offenses and forgery, so this may be one case where
photo enforcement actually worked to keep the community
safer.

Proud Supporter
A.B.A.T.E. of New York

Harley-Davidson/Buell of Utica
4870 Commercial Drive
New York Mills, NY 13417
Tel. 315.797.5570 Fax 315.797.4564

Gowanda Harley-Davidson
2535 Gowanda Zoar Rd. Gowanda, NY (716) 532-4584
www.gowandaharley.com

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Full Page Super Swap 09 pdf goes here
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The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present
another level of membership, designed to memorialize
members passed.
The ABATE of New York Forever Member will be
memorialized through a unique card and memorial
certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New
York pins. Forever Members' names will be published in a special section of every subsequent issue of
The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New York
website.

Forever Members

You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.

The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure, pins perhaps to be saved or
placed at the grave, and the publication so
all remember.

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt

Forever Membership has been established at a onetime cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at time
of death.
For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE
of New York member through Forever Membership,
please contact the State Office Manager at 888-3444400, or cwerder@frontiernet.net

Off-highway Vehicles New Hampshire
New Hampshire - The City Council of Methuen has given
the preliminary OK to change the ordinance governing the
use of off-highway vehicles (OHVs) on private property.
The new law would impose a $100 fine on anyone operating OHVs on their property within 500 feet of a neighboring dwelling.
"You should be able to ride on your own property, but
on the same token, you definitely have to be respectful of
your neighbors," Bob Correa, vice president of the New
England Motocross Association, said during an interview.
"In a lot of towns, you're seeing a lot of stuff like this happening. I think it's unfortunate."
The council approved the
measure in an initial read, but it
will have to be voted on a second time in order to take effect.
AMA

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Can You Reopen Your Case?
by: Philip L. Frankel Esq.

A lot of people ask me if their case can be reopened. Some people ask if they can reopen a case they settled
years ago and some people are fortunate to ask before they settle their case. Others have asked if they can reopen their no-fault claim.
A personal injury case can involve several different claims, but I am usually asked about two particular claims,
"pain and suffering" and no-fault. The pain and suffering claim is just what it sounds like. This is the claim to be
reimbursed for the pain and suffering caused by the injury inflicted upon you.
Barring some very rare instances, the personal injury claim for "pain and suffering" cannot be reopened once
settled. If you have any thoughts about reopening your case, don't sign a release to settle it. If a release has
been fraudulently obtained, it can be voided, thus reopening your claim.
Where the value of the injury is greater than the insurance policy limit, I always obtain an affidavit from the insured stating that there was no other insurance available to pay for the injuries. For instance, where a claim for
a $300,000 injury is settled for the full insurance policy limit of $100,000 and an affidavit was signed by the insured, the release may be voided and the case reopened based upon fraud if it is later found that there was a $1
million blanket liability policy.
I was once successful in voiding a general release for $1,500 which a client signed even though he was represented by an attorney. My client hired a lawyer to recover money to repair his car and his lawyer foolishly allowed his client to sign a general release which was not limited to property damage. Later, the client came to me
to recover money for his injuries. The insurance company said that my client previously settled the personal injury claim, but I successfully argued that the insurance company fraudulently took advantage of my client. What
makes this outcome extremely unusual is that my client was represented by an attorney at that time.
A no-fault claim occurs when the injury is caused by the use of a car. It has several different types of coverage
including payment for medical treatment, medical devices and drugs; household help; and lost income. A nofault claim cannot be settled and thus, is always "open" as to injuries disclosed within one year of the accident
and as long as the policy has not been fully paid out.
The no-fault insurance company will usually deny further benefits after a period of time, but this is a unilateral
denial which can be reopened through arbitration or court litigation. Unfortunately, arbitrating or litigating a nofault denial prior to settlement of the personal injury claim can result in devastating consequences for the personal injury claim.
In quite a few cases, when a doctor was recommending surgery, I have successfully forced the no-fault insurance company to reverse the no-fault denial without having to resort to arbitration or litigation and without endangering the personal injury claim.
If you have any questions you would like to submit for
publication here, please send your question to ABATE
@1800HURT911.com

Niagara Falls N.Y. Chapter
Harley Owners Group
PO Box 3069, Niagara Falls, NY 14304
Meetings 3rd Thursday of Month
8:00 PM
American Legion Post
6525 Ward Road
Sanborn, NY
For information 1-888-344-4400

Philip L. Frankel Esq. is an attorney representing people
hurt in motorcycle accidents, construction accidents, and
other accidents. The foregoing is for informational purposes and should be considered advertising, not legal advice which should only be obtained by formally contacting a
lawyer to discuss your specific circumstances.
Mr.
Franckel is the founder of www.HURT911.org,
www.HURT911Biker.com, and owns and advertises 1-800HURT-911. If you have been hurt in a motorcycle accident,
construction accident, or any kind of accident, speak directly to Mr. Franckel at 1-800-HURT-911.
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7TH INTERNATIONAL

MOTORCYCLE CONFERENCE

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
TIM BUCHE AND DIRECTOR OF TRAINING SYSTEMS RAY OCHS, ED.D., AMONG FEATURED
SPEAKERS AT IFZ 7TH INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE CONFERENCE
Irvine, Calif., Nov. 17, 2008 – At the recent 7th International Motorcycle Conference held in Cologne, Germany,
hosted by the Institut für Zweiradsicherheit e.V. (Institute
for Motorcycle Safety) and co-sponsored by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, attendees had the opportunity to
hear presentations by MSF President Tim Buche and Director of Training Systems Dr. Ray Ochs.
In his welcoming address, Buche spoke to a diverse group
of more than 150 safety professionals and educational researchers. In his remarks, Buche urged participants, “…to
make the most of this time that we have together. To shift
into new gears. To learn from each other’s experiences. To
share our research. To expand our thinking and explore
new techniques and technologies. Most of all, to build consensus toward creating universal solutions for motorcycling
and our fellow riders’ safety, for what we all care so very
much about.”
Buche also presented on the topic of Integrating the Honda
SMARTrainer with the MSF Rider Education and Training
System for Improving Hazard Perception, based on the paper co-authored by MSF’s Dr. Sherry Williams and Lora
Perez.
Buche called the SMARTrainer, “The right tool at the right
time,” and described how MSF has taken the training tool
and created supplemental Rider Education and Training
System (RETS) learning opportunities that can be tailored
to meet the needs of students at any RETS level: Learn to
Ride, Return to Riding, or Ride Better.
He emphasized that the SMARTrainer is not a substitute
for traditional training, but that, “… [by] applying contemporary techniques and a theory-driven curriculumdevelopment approach to the SMARTrainer effort, the Motorcycle Safety Foundation has transformed this sophisticated tool into an essential and effective element of a comprehensive Rider Education and Training System.

For information 1-888-344-4400

“In other words, we see it as an extremely valuable tool
when used in conjunction with existing MSF curricula and
under the watchful eye of a RiderCoach to promote motorcycle familiarization and safety renewal.”
Dr. Ochs presented Testing the Safety Renewal Concept:
Preliminary Results from the Discovery Project, which was
also co-authored by MSF’s Dr. Sherry Williams. His presentation summarized preliminary results of The Discovery
Project, a multi-year research study that is supported by a
cooperative agreement between MSF and the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
The Discovery Project involves a series of longitudinal
studies that tracks two groups of riders: those who take a
single introductory course, and those who participate in
ongoing safety renewal. Each group is assessed on skills,
knowledge, attitudes and experiences. As defined by the
MSF, safety renewal occurs when a rider is involved in a
comprehensive Rider Education and Training System that
includes introductory and advanced training courses with
multiple entry points over a period of time.
Dr. Ochs focused on lessons learned from the Discovery
Project pilot study where MSF tested various techniques
for increasing project participation and return rates. By using a combination of personal communication, regular incentives and more easily facilitating the participation of
scooter riders, MSF has improved the participant return rate
significantly. The Discovery Project continues with active
recruitment and assessment through 2009.

What is the SMARTrainer?
The Honda SMART is a traffic simulator specifically designed to give riders a safe bridge between a typical beginning riding course (which often take place in a parking lot)
and the real-world scenario of riding in traffic and on public roads."
Part of their original success during the motorcycle boon of
the ’70s was born out of helping introduce new riders to the
joys of motorcycling by producing a line of smaller, less
intimidating machines than the competition. As a result,
there has always been a residual element of safety that has
surrounded the company. Continuing this tradition of ac-
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The Honda SMARTrainer Traffic Simulator
(SMARTrainer Continued from page 20)

commodating nascent riders, Honda has developed the
SMART (Safe Motorcyclist Awareness and Recognition
Trainer), also known as the SMARTrainer
The Honda SMARTrainer traffic simulator is the latest tool
in helping riders develop defensive riding skills. The
SMART has motorcycle controls to put the operator directly in the rider seat - literally. Honda's proprietary soft-

ware presents the rider with a multitude of traffic scenarios.
The SMART is a highly effective tool to help beginning
riders – as well as returning riders who need a mental tuneup.
The Honda SMART is a traffic simulator specifically designed to give riders a safe bridge between a typical beginning riding course (which often take place in a parking lot)
and the real-world scenario of riding in traffic and on public roads. The key is in providing a no-risk introduction to the hazards of street riding to compliment
rudimentary instruction. In this day and age of video
games, it’s important to point out that the device is
not a riding simulator and there is no articulated
movement. However, what the SMART lacks in actual physical riding sensation, it more than makes up
for in providing an effective tool for rider education.
The key to the SMARTrainer is that it utilizes a motorcycle-like cockpit, with a seat, handlebars fitted
with active throttle, front brake and clutch, and footpegs with rear brake and shift lever to fully mimic a
bike. The SMART uses Honda’s proprietary software to present the operator with 17 different riding
environments that unfold on the computer screen and
respond accordingly to rider inputs. The choice of
landscape ranges from city, mountain, and suburban
scenarios, which can be rendered in daylight, night
setting, and even fog, to help challenge reaction time
and provide a valuable foundation to becoming a
more defensive, safer rider.
The SMART is a highly effective tool to help beginning riders – as well as returning riders who need a
mental tune-up – become aware of the potential dangers that exist for them out there in the real world
just waiting to ruin their day; erratic traffic, bad drivers, merging vehicles, congestion, blind spots, etc.
The motorcycle controls provide a practical, physical
base for rider training, allowing the rider to associate
the visual/mental aspects of traffic dangers and surprise situations with actual elements of application.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Concerned Motorcyclists of Tennessee/ABATE Proposed Helmet Rulemaking
Concerned Motorcyclists of Tennessee/ABATE is a motorcyclists' rights
organization that believes in liberty.
Liberty is freedom plus responsibility.
Our position on the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration's rule changes on labeling
helmets to comply with FMVSS is
that it's an ineffective effort regarding accident prevention and promoting safe motorcycling.
The changes attempt to make it
harder to wear a federally unapproved or so-called novelty helmet.
First, in Tennessee, by law, we can
wear a ventilated helmet that complies with the Consumer Product
Safety commission, and is not a
FMVSS-approved helmet.
Second, what happens to all the helmets that are currently Department
of Transportation-approved under
the old rules? Will there be a mandatory confiscation just because of a
new label needed?
Third, the federal standards have
been challenged successfully in
other states as being vague and unenforceable. The changes do not
clarify the vague standards.

worked with the Tennessee Department of Safety and received grants
over the past few years, which we
used for signs, billboards and materials to promote motorcycle awareness
on the highways.
This year, motorcycle fatalities have
decreased by 30. Without any
changes to helmets or helmet laws,
better education has reduced deaths.
Education works.
Law keeps tourists away
You need only look at the fact that
nine out of 10 safest states to ride in
are helmet-choice states. This logically tells you it's not helmets making the difference; it's education and
awareness. Last year, Tennessee
educated more than 8,200 individuals in the Rider Education Program
in 31 sites across the state. CMT/
ABATE was instrumental in founding this state program in 1987.
There are 30 states across the country that agree with the education
concept and have choice laws regarding helmet use. Thousands of
riders will not spend their vacation
dollars here when they can go to
Kentucky, South Carolina or Florida
and have the choice on helmet use.

CMT/ABATE Inc.,
www.CMTABATE.com, has

This NHTSA regulation revision is
meaningless in the 30 states that
have choice. Studies show that when
there is helmet choice, very few riders wear novelty helmets. This issue
in reality only affects the 20 mandatory-helmet states. Could this proposed change accomplish the goal of
getting rid of novelty helmets? Common sense tells us that those who
want to ride without approved hel-
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To us, this rule-making proposal
seems like a feel-good, rather than a
real good, idea. The changes proposed miss the real point. The most
effective approach to safety is education, to prevent crashes rather than
ineffective attempts to prevent injuries after the crash.

mets will find a way around any
change.
All of this frivolous expense and
bureaucracy is aimed at the 10 percent who wear these helmets in 20
states.
Let us use education to increase
safety and awareness, to make a real
impact on the death and accident
rate. Let's use choice and motoristawareness programs to attract thousands of riders who now avoid us.
We are losing millions of dollars in
additional revenue from increased
bike sales, registrations and general
tourist spending — tourist dollars
that would help fund Tennessee's
budget. Brooklyn Tom Quaranto,
B.A., M.Ed., is state director of Concerned Motorcyclists of Tennessee.
He may be contacted at director@cmtabate.com.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA)
plans to update Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) No.
122, Motorcycle Brake Systems,
which applies to both two-wheeled
and three-wheeled motorcycles.
The proposal will specify a more
stringent dry-brake measure; provide
new high-speed, wet-brake and heatfade tests; specify tests and performance requirements for antilock brake
systems; and add a new powerassisted-braking-system failure test.
The rule would match a global technical regulation that has already been
Reported by the AMA
adopted.
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The Grass Roots Approach
Grass-Roots is the cheapest, and potentially the most
effective way to lobby the State Legislature. But it also
puts the most demands of any method, on it's Organization in terms of energy.
The Grass-Roots theory is supposed to work like this,
the State Legislative Coordinator gives a directive to
the District
Legislative Coordinators, who pass it on to the Chapter
Legislative Coordinators, who pass it on to as many
chapter members as possible, as fast as possible. This
can be done through meetings, phone calls and mailings.
Each member then can pass it on again to brothers, sisters, parents, neighbors, friends, workmates, etc... A
meeting with 20 people should be able to generate 100
letters, phone calls, or faxes. This is the spreading roots
of Grass-Roots.

must be taken to make sure that all letters sent are accurate, meaning that the right Bill number in the right
place. In other words, make sure that members know
which legislator (Assemblyman or Senator) should be
getting info on the Bill.
These letters are the actual blades of grass, and show
that even though there may not be enough concerned
motorcyclists to bolster your agenda, the local Senator
or Assemblyman will know there is real support in
their district for your point of view. Never threaten a
Legislator with your voting power, always be polite.
The State Legislative Coordinator or lobbyist is far less
effective when he walks into a Legislator's office in the
Legislative Office building in Albany if the people
from ABATE in their Assembly or Senate District have
not gotten their information or point of view to them
before hand. It is a good practice to keep a line of information flowing to your legislators on a regular basis.

If the directive is a letter to their local legislator, care
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Iron Block Harley-Davidson
Route 81 Exit 42

17890 Goodnough St.
Adams Center, NY 13606
(315) 583-6177
www.ironblock.com

Forking by Frank
FRANK’S
MAINTENANCE & ENGINEERING, INC.
Replacement fork tubes
for most motorcycles.
Stock, over or under.

945 PITNER AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60202
847-475-1003

To sin by silence when they should protest makes
cowards of men. Abraham Lincoln

There are no gains without pains. Benjamin Franklin

From the Editor
Hi. I got frustrated and deleted four pages then later I
put them back.

WORK FOR YOURSELF

I couldn’t think of anything
else to put in the newsletter. I did something else
and came back with new
ideas.
My husband is so wonderful. When I work on the
newsletter after the deadline, the dishes pile up, the
laundry over flows, he has to make himself something
to eat and he has no one to talk to after a hard day.

Reps Needed

Territories Open

Contact Us for Info:
716-725-2745
hardtalesmag@aol.com
For information 1-888-344-4400

We bought a digital converter for our television. The
advertisements said we might get more channels, We
get 4 channels more and lost three channels. When I
am a senile little old lady they may finally put have Cable on our road so we could have a lot more channels
and a Road Runner Internet connection. But by then I
might not remember how to use a .a TV remote let
alone a computer.

Pam
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368 W RIDGE RD
ROCHESTER N.Y. 14615
585-482-7260
HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF JAMESTOWN, Inc
MOTORCYCLE SALES
PARTS AND SERVICE

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLE
CLOTHING AND APPAREL NEEDS

2950 N. MAIN ST. EXT.
JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
PHONE (716) 484-0113
FAX (716) 484-2322
www.jamestownharley.com

BRIAN D. REID
Sales Manager
hdj@netsync.net

www.extremebikerleather.com

To All Our Advertisers: Thank You for Advertising in the Freedom Writer

ATTORNEYS WHO RIDE KNOW

KANTOR & GODWIN
5800 MAIN STREET
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221
716-626-0404
www.kantorgodwin.com

KANTOR & GODWIN
Motorcycle Accident Attorneys

STEVEN L. KANTOR
ABATE MEMBER

TRUST OUR EXPERIENCE, WE GET RESULTS!
For information 1-888-344-4400
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PRESS RELEASE

Demand for Harley-Davidson XR1200 Sparks American Debut
Riders Order Hundreds of New Hot Rod Sportsters Before
Official Release
Last update: 11:03 a.m. EST Dec. 1, 2008
MILWAUKEE, Dec 01, 2008 /PRNewswire-FirstCall via
COMTEX/ -- Inspired by the XR-750, the most dominating
American dirt track racing motorcycle of all-time, the
Harley-Davidson XR1200 is now poised to boost adrenalin
levels on streets, roads and highways around the world.
The XR1200 is a powerful new Harley-Davidson hot rod
motorcycle that was initially designed and launched only in
European markets in April 2008. With the high degree of
interest and passionate reception surrounding the bike's
European release, as well as demand from Harley riders
and competitive brand owners alike, the XR1200 is now
being launched in all markets.

straight shot exhaust system includes dual mufflers and is
finished in satin chrome.
A sport-tuned Showa(R) suspension with inverted 43 mm
front forks and twin preload adjustable shocks combines
with lightweight black cast three-spoke wheels to make the
XR1200 ride and corner with feeling. Specially designed
Dunlop(R) Qualifier D209 tires connect the rider to the
road, while Nissin(R) four-piston large disc front brakes
provide stopping power.
Additional racing influences on the XR1200 include details
like dirt track style bodywork, wide black low-rise handlebar, a 29.2-inch seat height and aggressive riding position.
Rearset foot pegs provide additional cornering clearance
with a 39-degree lean angle. The compact instrument cluster combines a digital speedometer, white-faced tachometer, dual trip meter and clock.
The XR1200 is available in Vivid Black, Mirage Orange
Pearl and Pewter Denim colors. The Harley-Davidson
hands free Smart Security System is optional in North
America. North American MSRP is $10,799.

Drawing significant styling influences from the successful
Harley-Davidson XR-750 motorcycles that set new standards for dirt track racing success over the last 30 years, the
XR1200 features technical innovation to provide potent
street performance and handling. In fact, Harley-Davidson
dirt track racing legends Scott Parker and Rich King participated in the XR1200 development.
"The XR1200 is an exciting motorcycle with an aggressive
attitude," said Bill Davidson, Harley-Davidson Vice President, Core Customer Marketing. "This bike will provide the
performance and distinct style demanded by uncompromising riders. In fact, hundreds of XR1200s were ordered by
enthusiastic customers before we really even promoted it."
The successful dirt track legacy continues today as Harley
factory rider Kenny Coolbeth won his third straight AMA
Grand National Twins flat track championship on the XR750 in 2008. While distinctive racing paint and graphics on
the XR1200 will catch the eye, Harley-Davidson racing
tradition and influence are clearly evident in the bike's key
features, design and style.
The 1200 cc Evolution V-Twin engine with its high 10.0:1
compression ratio, performance cams, downdraft fuel injection, precision-cooled cylinder heads and large capacity oil
cooler cranks out 90 hp with high torque. Rubber mounted
to a new frame with a cast aluminum swingarm, the engine
delivers exhilarating performance and responsive handling
with less vibration. A unique upswept, high-volume 2-1-2
For information 1-888-344-4400
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5 NEW YORK LOCATIONS
217 Rt. 32 North
New Platz, NY 12561

141 Remson Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

4208 Union Road.
Buffalo, NY 14225
Ph:1-800-635-1383

320 West Rt.#59
Central Nyack, NY

Town Line Plaza
3047 W. Henrietta rd.
Rochester, NY 14616

www.abateny.org

Wayne
ABATE
Chapter

Highway to Hell Run
John Malyj
President

Geneva Harley-Davidson
Sales & Service, Inc.
1103 Routes 5 & 20
Geneva, NY 14456
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Phone (315) 789-7976
Fax (315) 789-3720
www.abateny.org

Salt Addiction Women of the Salt
In land speed racing, especially
on two-wheeled open bikes, the
times are a changing. The
thought that the best “man for
the job” might be a woman is
truer today than ever. This is not
to take away from the great accomplishments of John Noonan,
Jason McVicar, Richard Assen,
and a few other open-wheeled
gurus. These guys are incredible
and have earned their status as
the ones to beat.
Women also play an important
role in land speed racing. Take
Debbie Dross, a Jersey girl who
rides a nitrous-charged Hayabusa in many of the ECTA
events. She holds numerous records aboard various machines.
She recently joined the elite
Maxton 200 MPH Club in May
of 2008 with a 202.351 pass.
Debbie enjoys running “naked,”
though the true meaning of the
term means running without a
front fairing, the backside of her
black and white Alpinestar leathers is all most of her competition
will be seeing.
Debbie built her own machine.
She installed nitrous, ran the
wiring, and does her own tuning.
She helped her hubby Todd set
three records of his own on “the
bike that Deb built.” They visited Bonneville for the first time
this year and made licensing
runs on a borrowed machine.
For information 1-888-344-4400

They were welcomed into the
salt community with open arms
and vow to return ready to hunt
bear…
Team Klock Werks is known for
making custom V-Twin motorcycles, but is more recently credited with producing a stable of
go-fast female racers. Laura is
the throttle-happy mom, setting
a new record of 153.9 mph this
year on her custom H-D cruiser.
Her machine is touted as the
“World’s Fastest Bagger,” reigning since 2006 when she got the
fever and her first world record.
Daughters Erika,18, and Karlee,14, both had impressive runs
of their own, posting new records of 132 mph and 110 mph
respectively.
This mother/daughter/daughter
trio was the first in history to
hold Bonneville National Land
Speed Records in the same year.
Making it even more impressive
is the fact that Karlee just received her driver’s license in her
home state of South Dakota. The
girls from Klock Racing prove
that the fairer sex—regardless of
age, can run with the best and
sometimes lead the way.
And then there’s Leslie Porterfield. Leslie’s background includes stints in automotive racing, SCCA (Sports Car Club of
America), road racing, she’s pre-
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ridden the Baja 1000, and this
year took a pass down the strip
on a Pro Stock drag bike. She
was an Umbrella Girl for Colin
Edwards at the Indianapolis
Moto GP, and she’s also one of
the fastest females to straddle a
bike at the Bonneville Salt Flats.
And let’s not forget the time we
caught her riding her broom in
the pits…remember? (Salt Addiction Bub Speed Trials-Sept.)
Leslie first caught my attention
in 2007. It was her first year on
the salt. Conditions were poor to
say the least. I went down in the
Ack Attack streamliner that year
at over 300 mph. Leslie also
went down, only she wasn’t enclosed in a steel roll cage with a
carbon shell to hide behind.
“It was my first time on the salt
on a newly-built bike (a turbocharged Suzuki Hayabusa).
Upon acceleration I got into a
tank-slapper,” she says. “It continued to get worse, no matter
what I did to try and straighten it
out.” Leslie went down hard,
receiving a concussion and a
brief loss of consciousness. She
was transported by helicopter to
Salt Lake City where she underwent X-rays. The extent of her
injuries included seven broken
ribs and a punctured lung. Unable to fly, she and her banged
up Hayabusa limped home together by truck and trailer. The
www.abateny.org

Continued Women of the Salt
following Tuesday she was back
at work, running her motorcycle
dealership, High Five Cycles.
It almost came too easy. On a
previous run she went 196 mph.
Many folks only dream of reaching the 200 mark and Leslie was
almost there after only a few
runs on her new machine. Her
accident was chalked up to experience. She would return in
2008 a wiser, more polished
racer.
At the 2008 Bub Speed Trials,
two machines were unloaded
onto the salt. “The 2008
CBR1000 that I rode was a last
minute project. We borrowed
that bike from Honda to run in
the production class.” How does
one just “get” a motorcycle from

Honda, I asked. “Honda loaned
us a magazine test bike. Al
Lamb’s Dallas Honda was behind getting it for me to flog on
the salt.” And “flog it” she did…

red racer posting a 193.261 mph
average through the kilo, beating
Rosey for top honors in the
1000cc production class by a
fraction.

“We made little changes all
week trying to squeak out a few
extra miles per hour. I was covered in duct tape for less drag.”
Roosevelt Lackey, a 71-year-old
salt veteran, was Leslie’s main
competition on the CBR.
“Rosey” competed aboard an
MV Augusta matching Leslie’s
speeds run after run. Both
topped 193 mph, but Leslie got
the nod after a spirited pass
throwing everything at it she
could think of. Bound in duct
tape, her left hand tucked inside
the fairing for less drag, she
made her single best pass on the

Her revamped turbo Hayabusa
was a little more complex. Scott
Horner of Heads Up Performance and Rhys Griffiths from
Apex Speed Technologies
helped with getting it dialed in.
This was the same machine that
pitched her off at 100 mph last
year. She ran at El Mirage
throughout the season sorting
things out before returning to the
“great white dyno.” With a better understanding of the salt’s
inconsistencies and a new found
respect for the powerful Hayabusa engine, Leslie didn’t show
any signs of weakness, running
strong from the start.
“The 234 run is the fastest my
bike has ever been.” Her qualifying run was late in the day. They
made a quick turnaround and on
her return run the overheated
motor let go in a big way. “I
threw a rod through the cases at
full speed. Normally I would be
upset about the damage, but it
was my top speed ever and I set
a world record at 232 mph!”

Girls just want to have fun…
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Links That Might Come Handy
New York State Assembly Bill Information

Dept. of Motor Vehicles

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/

http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us

New York State Senate

Motorcycle Lemon Law
http://www.lemonjustice.com/lemon-law/
NY_Motorcycle_lemon_law.php

http://www.senate.state.ny.us/
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

http://www.mrf.org
Senator Clinton's Website
http://clinton.senate.gov/
Senator Schumer's Website
http://schumer.senate.gov/
NY Bill Status Hotline
800-342-9860

Injury Control and Statistics
http://www.injurycontrol.com/icrin/#index
The White House
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
Thomas:
http://thomas.loc.gov/
Motorcycle Safety Foundation
http://msf-usa.org/

American Motorcyclists Association

http://www.ama-cycle.org/
NYS Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle Association http://

www.nysorva.org/

For information 1-888-344-4400

Biker Accident Survivor Forum
http://www.bacsuv.com/
Share The Road: Free to Use
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/
McycleSafetyplanner2007/index.html
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FLATHEADS
to
TWIN CAMS

SUFFOLK COUNTY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Long Island’s Oldest Dealer Since 1960

4020 Sunrise Highway
Oakdale, New York 11769

Custom Bikes Built to Order ● Stock/
Aftermarket Replacement Parts ● Repair/
Service by Factory trained staff ● Riding apparel/Helmets/Leather

ROLLIN’ BONES MOTOR CO., INC.

www.hdsuffolk.com

536 Old Front St., Binghamton, NY 13905 Exit 5 off NY Rte. 81 N/S
607-773-1340 ● rollinbonesmotorco@netzero.com

631-244-9000
Fax: 631-244-0521

www.rollinbones.com

ED STEWART

ATV
Motorcycles
Snowmobiles

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.
949 Route 28
Kingston, New York 12401

Stone’s Snow Sled
Tel. 315-483-4329 or 315-331-2053
Fax 315-483-4585
www.stonessnowsleds.com

845.338.2800 phone
845.338.9497 fax

4386 Maple Ridge Road
Newark, NY 14513

visit our website at
www.woodstockharley.com

Sales
Service
Parts
Motorclothes

EASTERN HARLEYDAVIDSON & BUELL
1570 OLD COUNTRY RD. (ROUTE 58)
RIVERHEAD, L.I., NEW YORK 11901

[TEL] 631.727.4700

ITHACA HARLEY-DAVIDSON, INC.

[FAX] 631.727.5932

6033 Rt. 13, CAYUTA, NY 14824
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. Sat. 8-3
Phone 607-594-3536 Fax 607-594-3009 www.ithacah-d.com

Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other one thing.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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NY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009
Send your events to John Cholewa, type the information and send a flyer if you have one.

E-mail events to: nomad2000@hvc.rr.com
For the latest, most up to date version of the calendar, go to our web page: www.abateny.org/events.htm

January 2 - 4
North American International Motorcycle SUPERSHOW
Location: Toronto International Centre, 6900 Airport Road, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
The North American International Motorcycle SUPERSHOW, will be presented in Seven Halls of the Toronto
International Centre, comprising over 425,000 square feet of motorcycle exhibits. An unparalleled motorcycle
shopping extravaganza offering something for every interest including sport bikes, cruisers, motocross, off-road,
vintage, touring and custom bikes, as well as scooters and ATV’s, the SUPERSHOW brings together more than
500 exhibitors, 80 clubs & associations on display, top custom bikes competing for a $50,000 jackpot in the Canada Cup Championships, ‘A Century of Motorcycles’ vintage exhibit, plus the new 2009 motorcycles, riding
gear, bike accessories, special guests, racers, seminars, contests, fashion shows, live bands and much more. It’s
“Everything in Motorcycling”! More information at www.supershowevents.com
March 7
Indoor Rodeo, Kasoag Lake Oswego ABATE
March 7
Cabin Fever Party Wayne ABATE
April 25
Oswego ABATE Bike Blessing with Onondaga Chapter
May 7
Breakout Run Wayne ABATE
May 18
Freedom Rally ABATE of New York
April 19
Miller Lite & Freetime Magazine Present the 10th Annual Skin & Steel Motorcycle and Tattoo Show
Sunday, April 19, 2009 at the Dome Center. New time 1pm - 6pm.
Both Buildings - The Dome & Minuett Hall, 2695 E.Henrietta Rd.,Henrietta NY
Music by D.J. Dennis 4 Us. Motorcycle Show Swap Meet Tattoo Contest. The Biggest & Best Show in the
Area! $1,000.00 in Prize Money! $500 Best of Bike Show! $500 Tattoo Contest
Over 200 Vendor Spaces. Food Beer Music. Admission: $12 (12 & under FREE!)
Please check our web site for more information: http://www.SkinAndSteel.com
Info Line: (585) 262-4444
June 13
Chapter Picnic Wayne ABATE
(Continued on page 33)

For information 1-888-344-4400
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NY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009
(Continued from page 32)

June 26 - 28
Thousand Islands River Run 2009 - 3rd Annual Motorcycle Rally
Vendors, Tattoo Contests, Block Dances, Custom Bike Show, Dyno Machine, Poker Run, and more.
For more information see our Flyer or visit http://tiriverrun.vpweb.com
July 12
Interchapter Benefit Ride Oswego ABATE
July 25
Gypsy Run Wayne ABATE
August 14 - 16
Niagara Hartland & JEM's Apparel Presents "Thunder at the Hartland"
Aug 14 - 16, 2009. Gasport NY
Live Music, bike games, vendors and more. This is an over 21 event. Primitive camping is free with limited Full
Hookups at extra cost, book them early. Early Bird reg is to Jan 1st $25 then $30.per person.
For more info call 716-795-3812 / 1-800-571-4829. For vendor info call JEM's Apparel at 716-940-7139.
www.niagarahartlandrv.com
September 20
SIS (Sustain~Inspire~Survive) - Motorcycle Dice Run
Financial assistance for those battling breast cancer.
All net proceeds are given by grants to our patients. Our board consists of volunteers with a passion for our
cause.
Registration starts 11:00-1:00 at The Log Cabin in Macedon NY. The run will be an 85-100 mile run through
Naples. Last bike in at Log Cabin @ 5:30pm. There will be food, live music, raffles, door prizes & more...
$10..00/bike $5.00/passenger & $10.00 for non riders. SIS website: http://www.sishelps.com
October 3
Highway to Hell Run Wayne ABATE
October 18
Fall Foliage Run Oswego ABATE
December 6
Christmas Party Oswego ABATE

For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE Protest
"Motorcycles are already inspected on an annual basis,
just as every other road-going vehicle is," Werder said.
"So that's a discriminatory practice by the state police,
and we feel that's an intimidating tactic that is meant only
to harass motorcycles. If they're not pulling over every
single vehicle that is on the road, then that is specifically
a targeted enforcement effort."

ABATE of New York plan to protest today outside a state
highway safety meeting in Syracuse.
Tuesday, October 21, 2008
The leader of a group of motorcycle enthusiasts says state
police roadblocks that target bikers are discriminatory and
unnecessary.

ABATE is calling for state police to refocus their efforts
on overall driver education, and on watching out for motorcyclists on the road.

The state police officer in charge of the program, an avid
biker himself, says the stops are a worthwhile inconvenience that keep bikers and highways safer.

"Why can't they do that individually? If they see somebody driving down the road and they feel it's an illegal
helmet, then pull them over," Werder said. "Why direct
100 percent of motorcycles off the road, when probably a
good 90, 95 percent aren't doing anything illegal anyway?
Why inconvenience me for 10 minutes in my travel?"

Several dozen motorcyclists, members of American Bikers Aimed Toward Education (ABATE), plan to protest
today outside of a state highway safety conference at the
Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel and Conference Center. The group says motorcycle safety checks on state
highways "harass, intimidate and inconvenience motorcyclists."

Halvorsen said state police have numbers on their side.

Inside the hotel, state police Lt. Jim Halvorsen will give a
talk on the checkpoint program - called Motorcycle
Safety Roadblock Scenario - to more than 350 law enforcement professionals.

"We don't want to inconvenience the motorcycle community," he said. "Motorcycle injuries and fatalities are increasing, and we're reacting to the negative data."

"I understand their complaint; I'm an avid motorcyclist
myself," said Halvorsen, who has logged about 10,000
miles on summer rides. "I'm tired of reading about friends
or family getting hurt or dying."

Between 1996 and 2005, motorcycle fatalities increased
more than 110 percent and now account for more than 10
percent of all motor vehicle traffic crash fatalities, according to the Federal Highway Administration. Motorcyclists
are 37 percent more likely to be injured, Halvorsen said.

The program is also known as "Operation 5060," in memory of Trooper Craig Todeschini, of Geddes. Todeschini
died of injuries he suffered when he lost control of his
state police sport utility vehicle and crashed during a
high-speed chase of a fleeing motorcyclist in 2006. No.
5060 was his badge number.

Motorcyclist protest State Police Presentation
at the Highway Safety Conference.
SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Motorcyclists gathered in Syracuse
to protest a State Police presentation at the New York
Highway Safety Conference.

The roadblock program, started in October 2007, diverts
motorcyclists through checkpoints where troopers check
lights, tires and helmets to see if they meet Department of
Transportation safety standards. The number of tickets
issued for illegal helmets has risen because officers have
been trained to recognize illegal helmets, Halvorsen said.

State Police were presenting a road block scenario that
would target biker safety, but the motorcyclists believe
they are being singled out.
"The road block scenario specifically pulls over only motorcyclists from New York State highways. We feel that
that's a discriminatory tactic that is meant only to intimidate and harass New York state motorcyclists," protester
Tim Werder said.

The whole process takes between 30 seconds and a minute unless the rider is ticketed, Halvorsen said.
But Timothy "Roadkill" Werder, president of ABATE of
New York, says the roadblocks are unnecessary.

For information 1-888-344-4400

"They're protesting because they believe they're being
discriminated against. And the State Police is enforcing
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ABATE Protest
and do not do the safety job. Timothy Werder, ABATE of
NY's president, says motorcyclists are pulled over after
biker events for 'safety checks' that are covered in annual
inspections, while other motorists with blatant safety violations (like talking on cells while driving) are allowed to
pass. Lt. Jim Halvorsen, from the NY State Police Traffic
Services, says bikers are targeted for specific motorcycle
safety issues, like helmets. He says there's more attention
to bikers because there is more motorcycle usage because
of gas prices. Werder says that with more motorcycle
usage, there will be more bike accidents--his group wants
to see more safety money put into education classes rather
than roadblocks. The bikers are also unhappy that the
State Police motorcycle safety program is called operation 50-60, the badge number of Trooper Craig Todeschini, who was killed chasing a motorcyclist. ABATE
members say that alone sets a negative tone for the way
they're being treated by the troopers.

(Protest Continued from page 34)

the laws for all motorists, not just motorcycles. But we do
have programs that are targeted for specific enforcement
efforts," said Lt. Jim Halvorsen of the traffic services section of the New York State Police.
The bikers are also protesting the state's use of extra registration fees. They say the money is supposed to be for
safety training, but claim the state is using it for other purposes.

ABATE Pickets Safety Conference
Tuesday, October 21, 2008
Members of ABATE--American Bikers Aimed Toward
Education--picketed Tuesday's New York Safety Conference, being staged at Syracuse's University Sheraton, saying safety programs aimed at bikers are discriminatory,
Nationwide Insurance Salutes Two-Wheel
Friendly Automotive Technologies
Columbus, Ohio – Each fall automotive manufacturers share their
latest vehicles with consumers through auto shows, often unveiling cars and trucks with new technologies designed to make roads
less dangerous. Not only do drivers and their fellow motorists
benefit from these advances in safety technology but motorcycle
and scooter riders reap rewards as well.
“Driver awareness and riding training are the most crucial components of motorcycle and scooter safety,” said Bill Windsor, associate vice president of safety for Nationwide. “However, the latest
automotive technologies are also a plus for riders because many
make motorists more aware of their presence and location. Nationwide supports the technological advances from automotive,
motorcycle and scooter manufacturers designed to reduce accidents.”
Nationwide Insurance salutes four automotive technologies that
help make the roads safer for all riders.
• Blind Spot Warning Systems. The system identifies vehicles in
blind spots. A warning light, sound, or vibration is activated if a
lane change is attempted when a vehicle is present in a driver’s
blind spot. The system is valuable to riders, who are often
“hidden” in the blind spots of other vehicles, particularly large
SUVs or trucks.

lane. As with blind spot warning systems, a light, sound, or vibration is employed to warn drivers and prevent them from wandering over the lane line. The lane departure warning system protects
riders from inattentive drivers, particularly those who drift lanes
while talking on cell phones.
• Forward Collision Warning Systems. The system monitors the
distance between vehicles. If a driver is too closely following another vehicle, the system activates and, with a light or sound,
warns the driver of a potential collision. The forward collision
warning system helps prevent rear-end collisions, protecting riders from motorists who have turned their attention from the road
to a distraction, like texting.
• Adaptive Headlights / Night-Vision Assist. A variety of nightvision technologies are available, including infrared headlamps
and thermal-imaging cameras. Each allows the driver greater recognition of objects, such as animals, people - even motorcycles
and scooters - that are obscured by darkness. Adaptive headlights
bend the light around corners, compensate for ambient light, and
may also be speed sensitive. Each of these developments makes it
easier for drivers to spot riders in the dark.
Tell us about the automotive technology that you think benefits
riders at bikes@nationwide.com and we’ll potentially use your
input in a future news article.
Click on www.nationwide.com to learn more about motorcycle
insurance or to find an agent.

• Lane Departure Warning Systems. The lane departure warning
system activates if a vehicle has inadvertently drifted out of its

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Guidelines for Newsletter
Submission

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
December 1, 2008
STATEMENT FROM GOVERNOR DAVID A. PATERSON
“Since the founding of our nation, New York has often sent our best leaders
to Washington where they confronted the great challenges of their day. We
are proud that Senator Clinton will join that venerable tradition as Secretary
of State. She is the leader we need to partner with President-Elect Obama to
confront the international challenges we face today. I can think of no one
more qualified for the position at this critical moment in our history.
“New York will lose a powerful voice in the Senate. But the nation will
gain a powerful voice in the world. Senator Clinton's wisdom and record of
leadership will make her a strong advocate for the cause of liberty, human
rights, and the rule of law. Her courage and experience will give our nation
a tested warrior in the fight against terrorism and extremism.
“On behalf of all New Yorkers, I want to thank Senator Clinton for her service to this State. I look forward to continuing to work with her in her new
capacity.

Articles submitted must benefit motorcycling and/or ABATE of New York in a
positive way.
The Freedom Writer welcomes submissions from our readers. Your submissions
will be printed of the basis of content and
space available. We reserve the right to
edit submissions for grammar, profanity,
clarity, and length. The Editor is responsible for editing any article or information
submitted that is detrimental to the Aims
and Purposes of ABATE of New York,
Inc.. Do not send copyrighted material
without permission of author.
Photographs will not be returned. Please
send a caption with each photo submitted.
Email attachments are the best way to send
photos.

THE FREEDOM WRITER
“In order to appoint the best possible candidate to replace Senator Clinton, I
am consulting with a wide variety of individuals from all across New York
State. I expect to announce Senator Clinton’s replacement when the position becomes officially vacant.”
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Today Governor Paterson put forth a bold plan to address New York's fiscal
crisis.
His plan recognizes the painful reality that this crisis is unlike any we have
faced in our adult lives and will require deep cuts. I recognize that reality as
well, and I am prepared to act. Tomorrow, the Assembly Ways & Means
Committee will begin two days of hearings on the Governor's proposals in
preparation for next week's special session.
I disagree with my colleagues in the current Senate Majority who suggest
that the crisis is exaggerated. If anything, the crisis is even greater than the
Governor projects and it will get worse before it gets better.
On November 5th, the Assembly released its Mid-Year Report on Economic Forecast and Revenues in which we projected an even larger deficit
than the Governor projected today, in both the current fiscal year and the
year beginning April 1, 2009. We also project that the overall economic
outlook for the state for 2009 is bleak.

The Freedom Writer is the official publication of ABATE of New York, Inc., circulation 3000. This newsletter is published
6 times a year and mailed free of charge to
all full members, sponsors, and advertisers.
Scheduled newsletters come out on:
January, March, May, July, September,
and November
Deadlines:
December 1 for January issue
February 1 for March issue
April 1 for May issue
June 1 for July issue
August 1 for September issue
October 1 for November issue

The Assembly will not shrink from tough choices and plans to confront
New York's fiscal crisis head-on, based on the principle of shared sacrifice.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES
**Extra charge applies for front or back inside cover placement.
All Advertising , Including Renewals, Must Be Prepaid.
Full Year Advertising

6 Issues

___Full Page
7.5” x 10” $1,000.00
___Half Page
7.5” x 5” $500.00
___Quarter Page 3.75” x 5” $260.00
___Eighth Page 3.75” x 2.5” $140.00
___Business Card $120.00

Single Issue Advertising
___ Full Page 7.5” x 10” $170
___Half Page

7.5”x 5” $85.00

How Many Issues _____?

Please supply your ad with this form. Business Card Sponsors can supply a
business card or similar size ad. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Just supply us with ad text and any graphics. Please print clearly or
type all ad text. ABATE of New York, Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in the best interest of our organization. We also reserve
the right to change our advertising rates without notice.
Circulation 3500 per issue.

Discounts
________ ABATE of New York Corporate Sponsored Events FREE
_________ ABATE of New York Chapter Sponsored Events
$102.00 for full page – $51/half

Please Remit Your Payment
With Your Advertisement.
Make Checks Payable to:
ABATE of New York, Inc., CPU Box 271033
Rochester, NY 14627-1033

Freedom Rider Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
Phone: 585-426-9452
E-mail: ABATE-Ads@rochester.rr.com

One Issue Ads
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ABATE of New York, Inc. - Membership Application
P.O. Box 300  Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300  1-888-344-4400

__
__
__

Full Member $25 per year - includes membership packet, newsletter, all benefits in accordance with State by-laws.
Associate Member $20 - available only to additional members of a Full Member’s household (no newsletter).
Member At Large $25 per year - same benefits as full, only you elect not to affiliate with a local chapter.

NAME: ________________________________________________ DOB _____/_____/_____
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________
CITY: ______________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP: __________
COUNTY: ________________________ PHONE: (

) _____________________

CHAPTER SELECTED: __________________________ or

____ MEMBER AT LARGE

I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s by-laws, and promote motorcycle education, legislation, and activities in
accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ DATE: _______________
VISA and MasterCard Accepted
Card Number

Expiration Date
(Month/Year)

Name: _____________________________________________________

ARE YOU
MOVING?

Member Number: ___________________ Chapter ___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ________ Zip:_____________

Bulk Mail is not forwarded - please
update your address:
Mail to:

ABATE of New York, Inc.
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Date this new address is to take effect: ____________________________
Phone _____________ e-mail ________________ Fax ______________
Other members in the household who will need to be updated:
Name: _______________________________ Member #: ____________
Signature: __________________________________________________
Comments:

Someone in your chapter not getting a newsletter?
• Have they moved and not changed their address with the State Office?
• Have they renewed their membership?
• Do they have a full member in their household?
Ask the Chapter Membership Secretary to investigate the problem.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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For information 1-888-344-4400
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