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past and future events with abate members

Monroe County 
Chapter ABATE of NY

Breakout Run  '21 - 1st Run of the Season 
This was held April 24. Weather was beautiful, 
and well attended.
4 MC/RC, COBB of Fall River, East Coast Riders,

ABATE, Red Knights 29 and Red Knights 53. We had a little 
boy visit the Registration who got to sit on a bike and meet 
some "fellow bikers"
(His Dad messaged us to ask if he could bring his son 
to see the bikes and meet some members) 

- Linda ODell-Gaylord

Motorcycle Awareness at Wise Guys on May 2nd 
The photos sent are from the Monroe Chapter 
Motorcycle Awareness event at Wise Guys Diner.

- Jody Ferrara

_________________________________________________

"Even though God sent the rain. The ride still happened. There was holy water and good words."   - Tom Alton

2021 "Blessings of 
the Bikes"
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ABATE of New York
Legislative Position Paper 2021

Promoting Motorcycle Safety, Awareness, & Education since 1974.

Bills We Support:

ABATE of NY supports ANY law that protects motorcyclists from distracted or 
irresponsible drivers. We also support educating drivers and riders regarding 

motorcycle safety. 

Creto/Kade's Law:
BILL NO: A05407-currently expired

Needs Sponsors from Senate and Assemble

Provides minimum penalty of $300 for a moving violation which results in serious 
bodily injury or death of another person.

ABATE supports ANY law that increases the penalty for a driver who causes an injury 
while operating a vehicle.  It is only through increased awareness and penalties that 

the thousands of injuries occurring on NY road can be reduced.  In the past, the 
imposition of more severe penalties had a positive impact on the epidemic of people 
driving while intoxicated.  Injuries and death caused by drunken driving have been 
greatly reduced through a combination of increased penalties and education.  We 
believe that if drivers know there are serious consequences to ignoring vehicle and 
traffic regulations (which of course are intended to keep people driving safely) they 

will drive more carefully, and lives will be saved.  

BILL NO: A01107
Re-introduced January 7, 2021

In Assembly-referred to Committee on Transportation
Authorizes the commissioner of transportation to conduct a comprehensive study of 

the efficacy of motorcycle helmets.
We believe that any study that will help determine what is and is not helpful for 

motorcyclists should involve actual motorcyclists.  Therefore, ABATE would like to 
ensure that any panel that studies this is made up of a diverse group that includes 

people who have the actual motorcyclists’ best interests at heart.  

BILL NO: A01747-S3860
Re-introduced to Assembly and Senate on January 11,2021

Motorcycle Profiling. Requires the municipal police training council to ensue issues 
related to motorcycle profiling are addressed in basic law enforcement training.

The key portion of the bill requires law enforcement (LE) agencies to add a 
statement during training that condemns profiling motorcyclists. Specifically, it would 
train officers to make traffic stops, searches or even arrests based on the legitimate 
suspicion of criminal activities, and NOT simply because a person rides a motorcycle 

or dresses like a motorcyclist.  
ABATE would of course prefer legislation that simply makes profiling as outlined 
above illegal, like most other states in the country. However, statements during 
training would be a great step forward in changing the climate in NY of LE bias 

against motorcycles.  Currently, the number of cyclists who refuse to ride to, or even 
through, NY because of the profiling issues (and motorcycle-only roadblocks) is 

having a devastating effect on tourism.

BILL NO: A5099 and S3707
Introduced in Assembly and Senate January 30, 2021

To amend the transportation law. To install signs on all state highways maintained 
by the Department of Transportation in an effort to raise motorcycle awareness. 

Signs to clearly state “Watch for Motorcycles”.
Motorcyclists are being killed at an alarming rate in NY.  Reminding drivers to watch 
for motorcycles, especially early in the year, is necessary.  For example, in April of 

2021 3 motorcyclists were killed by inattentive drivers in a 48 hour period.  

BILL NO: A03027
Introduced January 28, 2019- 2 year expired.

Makes comprehensive motor vehicle insurance (no-fault insurance) 
applicable to motorcycles.

SPNSR: Ortiz COSPNSR: Lupardo
Currently, every single person in NY who is involved in a motor vehicle crash, 

including pedestrians and bicyclists, are protected by No Fault laws, which provide 
automatic coverage for medical expenses, lost wages, and other losses sustained 

after the crash. EXCEPT MOTORCYCLISTS!  Motorcyclists are the ONLY group 
excluded from even the option of having No Fault coverage, even though we are 

required to purchase it to cover any other people involved in a crash with us.  
Motorcyclists should have the same coverage as the rest of the state.  ABATE 

supports this option, provided the coverage cost is the same for motorcycles as it is 
for automobiles.  If that is not feasible, ABATE would then support at least an option 

for the purchase of No Fault coverage.  
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American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New 
York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image of motorcycling, and 
provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to stay acquainted 

with the issues and the people of the motorcycling community.

Bills We Oppose:
Some of the following Bills are One House Bills' because they have no support in the 

other House.
However, we need to watch them in case something changes, and we oppose

them regardless.

BILL NO A03004
(Helmet Law)  Requires motorcycle users to wear helmets that meet federal motor 
vehicle safety   standards and which have been impact-tested by the U.S. D.O.T., 
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, or by an independent laboratory approved by 

the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles.

First, there are already significant and very complicated helmet laws on the books.  
Any additional regulations will make it more difficult for sellers, distributors, 

manufacturers and rider to comply with whatever the Federal 
government is doing that week.  

Second, contrary to popular belief, helmets are NOT always safer.   The perfect 
example is Dale Earnhardt, who was killed by a basal skull fracture according to his 
autopsy.  His injury was caused by an extreme form of whiplash, and the helmet he 
was wearing was a significant contributing factor.  So much so, that NASCAR now 
requires a HANS device (which is a head/helmet restraint) to keep a similar injury 
from happening to other drivers.  Motorcyclists of course can’t use this device, and 
so face the very real possibility of being killed by the very helmet they are forced to 
wear. In addition, helmets reduce visibility and increase fatigue, both of which lead 
to the increased likelihood of a crash.  Grown men and women should be allowed to 
determine for themselves whether the risk of wearing the helmet is worth it.  And 

clearly this logic is sound, because the majority of states in the US do not have laws 
requiring all motorcyclists to wear helmets.  

BILL NO: A148
Reintroduced January 6th, 2021 Assembly only

Child Passenger; Prohibits children under the age of twelve from riding 
on a motorcycle.

ABATE believes that the size of the child and his or her ability to sit safely on a 
motorcycle are much more rational factors to determine when a child can safely ride 
on a motorcycle.  Children grow at much different rates.  Further, twelve is very old 
and at that, children are capable of making rational decision themselves.  A blanket 

prohibition from allowing a child under that age children from being a passenger 
with a licensed motorcycle operator serves no legitimate purpose.  

BILL NO A00471 and S784A 
Introduced in Assembly and Senate January 6, 2021 w/co-sponsors

Amended and Recommit to Transportation April 06, 2021

Increases the fine for operating a motorcycle with a muffler that produces excessive 
or unusual noise to $1,000, or by imprisonment not exceeding 30 days,

or fine and imprisonment.
Also mandates All NY police department vehicles be equipped with a decibel reader. 
There are already FOUR laws on the books restricting motorcycle mufflers.  Adding 

another is absurd and will not accomplish anything positive.  Further, a seven-
hundred-dollar fine is unreasonable and out of proportion to the fines for many of 
the more serious offenses.  For example, currently, a driver could turn left in front 

of a motorcyclist and cause the death of the biker and face a SMALLER fine than the 
biker whose muffler may have been broken or malfunctioning at the time.  
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Greetings brothers and sisters. May 
is Motorcycle Awareness Month. We 
receive Proclamations, usually, during the 
month of May from various sources across 
the State. The Governor puts “Watch for 
Motorcycles” on the digital signs along 
highways and billboards randomly placed 
along certain roadways. These things, 
minimal as they may seem, are to bring 
“awareness” to John Q Public and make us 
feel safe and loved by the Gov. Yet, every 
day I see drivers clinging to their 
cellphones and blasting through red lights 
and cutting over the double yellow lines in the 
road instead of staying in their lanes. Do 
you feel safer? I certainly don’t.

"Every month is Motorcycle Awareness 
month for ABATE members."

Spread the word to your family and friends. 
Remind people to watch for motorcycles. 

Remember - Look Twice - Save a Life!!  

Webmaster, John Cholewa: 
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com

Newsletter Editor, Nick Crouch  
NYSABATE@gmail.com

Motorcycle Awareness Month
by Andrew W. Liuzzi - President

Drivers and riders, alike, need to pay 
attention and be aware of the other vehicles 
around them. Drivers need to put the 
damned phone down. Riders need to keep 
their heads on a swivel watching for the 
distracted or irres-ponsible driver and slow 
their roll a bit.

I was recently asked by an 
inexperienced rider - ‘How fast will my bike 
go flat-out?’ Don’t worry about how fast it’ll 
go. Worry about riding within your comfort 
zone - and arrive at your destination safely. 
Speed kills, so I’ve been told. But I find 
you miss so much of the world if you’re 
flying by at the speed of light and don’t see 
things, like; deer, cars turning in front 
of you, tractors, dogs, etc. We’re out there 
to have fun. But we have to be responsible for 
ourselves - to get home to our loved ones. 
Plenty of crashes could’ve been avoided if 
people paid attention. Think about it... God 
bless and stay safe!! 

Andrew W. Liuzzi 
State President of ABATE of NY, Inc Chapter 
President 
Albany Chapter 
518-365-9301
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SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE by Ben Rabin

I’ve ridden motorcycles since the 1980s.  I still do.  I’m also a motorcycle lawyer, and for over 20 years I have 
represented injured bikers.  We keep getting hit by bad drivers.  That hasn’t changed, and I am sure it never will.  
What also hasn’t changed is the fact that many motorcyclists unknowingly do not have enough insurance to protect 
them in the event that they get run over.  

One of the worst parts of my job is that over and over again I face the sad and frustrating task of telling my 
clients that even though there is good news, there is bad news that goes with it.   The good news?   I did well on each 
part of the case: I got the police on our side; I got the witnesses on our side; I got the doctors on our side; and I even 
got the other person’s insurance company on our side!  The bad news?  There will still not be enough money to take 
care of the damages from the crash.  Why?  Because these bad drivers that keep hitting us have crappy insurance.  
People who are financially struggling, especially in these economic times, tend to skimp on things like insurance.   Even 
worse, all the commercials for insurance on TV push people to buy cheap, not good, insurance.  What does that mean?  
That means that the people in cars, who are driving around not paying attention to motorcycles, do not have enough 
insurance to take care of us when they hit us.  

The end result?  It can mean that even though you have lost wages, medical expenses, a busted motorcycle 
and lots of pain and suffering, and even though it is someone else’s fault, you still are not going to get enough money 
from the other driver to take care of those things.   

What can you do?  Just like when you ride, YOU NEED TO LOOK OUT FOR YOURSELF!   Buy enough of your 
own insurance so that you can recover financially after a crash.   How do you do that?  Go see an educated insurance 
broker.  NOT some person that works directly for an insurance company (called an agent) but someone who works for 
YOU and picks your insurance based on what you need, not what it costs.  Some of the things that you need to talk to 
your broker about: 
Spousal Coverage:  Are you married?  Getting married?  Make sure your spouse is covered! It’s not automatic in NY.  
Medical Payments:  Do you have health insurance?  Bikers in NY do NOT get automatic medical coverage.   Make sure 
you have enough to cover the expenses of a crash, or copays and deductibles if you have health insurance.         
Extras on the bike:  Are those pipes, handlebars and other things you added to the bike covered?  You need to have 
enough insurance to replace that stuff, not just the value of the stock bike, if your bike gets wrecked. 
Under-insurance coverage:  Maybe the most important, this is some extra money covering YOU if the idiot that hit you 
doesn’t have enough.   It’s cheap, and the best way for a biker to protect himself or herself from financial disaster.   
Bottom line:  we know we have certain risks when we ride.  We accept those risks and ride anyway.  It’s what we do.  
But educate yourself about the insurance difficulties and minimize the risks.  There are easy and inexpensive ways to 
make sure that you are financially taken care of after an accident.  Do not find yourself short, and in financial ruin, 
because you unknowingly chose the wrong product, or you tried to save $10 a year without realizing the impact.     
How do you do this?  Make sure you talk to a qualified insurance broker or an experienced lawyer, and NO ONE ELSE, 
when buying insurance.  Especially do not buy your insurance on-line, where no one is there to give you advice.  
Laws in New York are very special and different for bikers, and without knowing these special laws, you can find 
yourself left short on Insurance after an accident.  
Contact me anytime for a free evaluation of your insurance coverage.  I do not sell insurance, and I do not care where 
you get it.  I just want to make sure that you have the right stuff.  

Ben Rabin,
Bike Lawyer
brabin@rabinlawfirm.com 
(877) 451-2453

5



Note from the Editor:
Chapters and Members submitting 

pictures for the ABATE Newsletter should 
do so at nysabate@gmail.com and include 
a blurb talking about the picture(s) to be 

sure they're included in the next 
newsletter. Thank you.

-N.C.-

We are also looking to run ads on the State 
Newsletter and Website that supports your 
local chapters. Please send any that you are 

willing to share to 
NYSABATE@gmail.com. 

Also please include an expiration date 
when necessary.

Thank you.  -N.C.-

ABATE
Albany, New York

PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224 

Meetings: 
3rd Wednesday at 7:30PM 

MATTHEW GLAB POST, 
1965 ABBOTT ROAD, 
LACKAWANNA, NY or 

FREECONFERENCECALL.COM 

From the State Office 
Manager:

Please return completed 
NILICO Beneficiary Cards to 
NILICO in the postage paid 

envelopes provided.
-and-

Please contact State Office Manager 
Laurie Frederick with any updates 
or corrections for our newsletter 

email and address list at 
nysabateoffice@gmail.com and any 
corrections to the newsletter itself 

should be sent to Nick Crouch 
@ NYSABATE@gmail.com. 

Thank you. -N.C.-
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 Send all information about State Treasury 

to my address below starting now. 
   If you are still using the old Latham PO  I 

do not get the reports until sometimes 
 months later. 

 Thomas Alton ABATENY Treasurer 

 136 Doolittle Road   

Oswego, New York 13126 

All ABATE CHAPTERS 

We need your help getting the 
chapter treasury reports to my 
address. 

Please stop sending the reports and 
information  to the Latham PO address. 
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Have you 
MOVED?

Please make sure all your contact 
information is updated with the state office 

when renewing memberships. Too many 
renewal packets are getting returned to the 

state office 
adding to our expenses.

Laurie Frederick
State Office Manager

abate of new york, Inc.
PO box 1417, northville ny 12134 

nysabateoffice@gmail.com 

2021 State Meetings
State Board and Chapter meetings are 
held at: American Legion Post 92 8083 

Rt 20, Waterville, NY 13480*

2021 ABATE STATE MEETINGS
Every third Saturday February, May, 

August, November.

BOARD MEETINGS 
Every third Sunday of every third month.

(May, March, June, September, December, 
and the Saturday before Father's Day in 

June ). Also prior to every State Membership 
Meeting.

*Except May meetings and Freedom
Rally(Canceled) Regional meetings shall 
convene on the third week of every third 

month located in American Legion Post 92 
8083 Rt 20, Waterville, NY 13480.

July/August Deadline for the 
ABATE Newsletter submissions 
is June 25th by end of business 

day
@ NYSABATE@gmail.com.
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AMA News and Notes May 2021 

 National and Regional News
WASHINGTON, D.C. — H.R. 1864, the Recreational 
Trails Full Funding Act of 2021 -- has been 
introduced by Reps. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) and John 
Curtis (R-Utah). This bill 
and provides at least 

makes critical reforms 
$250 million to 

support recreational trails, more than doubling 
current RTP funding. Since 1991, the RTP has 
provided funding to states to develop and 
maintain outdoor recreational trails.
The RTP is modeled after the Highway Trust Fund and is 
funded through taxes paid on gasoline used to fuel 
motorcycles, snowmobiles, ATVs and other recreational 
vehicles used off highway. The program is currently 
funded at $84 million annually, which is substantially less 
than is collected in taxes on fuel used by these 
vehicles. Visit Action Center for more information. It is of 
the utmost importance that your elected officials 
hear from you that the off-highway motorcycle 
community fully supports H.R. 1864.
BAKERSFIELD, Calif. — The Off-Road Business 
Association and its affiliated groups, Tread Lightly! and Mad 
Media have teamed up to create UTV Impact, a 
community-driven effort to educate and persuade new 
UTV riders to ride with respect. Fellow drivers are 
impacted when new owners or renters drive 
recklessly. This behavior not only affects the driver 
but also the other people and wildlife around them. 
The objective of UTV Impact is aligned with ORBA/
One Voice’s mission of protecting access to 
public and private lands for off-road motorized 
use.  Coupled with the Tread Lightly! mission to 
promote responsible outdoor recreation to 
minimize the environmental and social impacts 
of off - road recreation, the campaign was created 
as an inclusive opportunity to connect this emerging form 
of motorized recreation into the off-highway vehicle 
community.

JUNCTION, Colo. — The Bureau of Land GRAND 
Management’s Top Recreation Opportunities 
Mapping Series is designed to provide and promote a 
greater awareness of recreational opportunities on 
BLM-managed public lands. The BLM has partnered 
with the National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation 
Council to highlight some of the BLM's 
highest quality motorized recreation opportunities 
across the nation. Users can find information to 
plan their next exciting ride while at home or 
on the road. Using an interactive web-based 
storymap, users can get familiar with recreation site 
amenities, season of use dates, and camping availability
Industry News
LOS ANGELES, Calif. — EagleRider Holdings, the 
world’s largest motorcycle and powersports rental, 
tour and subscription provider, recently launched a new 
company, EagleShare, that connects private owners and 
dealers of motorcycles, ATVs, side-by-sides, 
snowmobiles, and more with rental customers from 
around the world. Vehicle owners set their rates 
and availability and may communicate with potential 
renters before approving each request. For more 
information visit EagleRider.

AMA News
PICKERINGTON, Ohio — Welcome to 
VoterVoice, the American Motorcyclist 
Association’s new advocacy platform, which 
empowers AMA members and other motorcycling 
advocates to make their voices heard in the halls of 
governments across the nation. As we transition 
to VoterVoice, the AMA would like to ensure that 
we are engaging our members with the issues that 
are important to them. As part of that 
effort, we are asking motorcyclists to complete 
a short two-question survey to indicate what 
areas of motorcycling advocacy are most crucial. 
Please visit the AMA’s Action Center and take a 
moment to indicate if you would like to receive 
updates on street riding issues, dirt riding issues, or 
both. As this is platform is developed, we will seek 
information on specific issues you may be interested 
in advocating on to continue to deliver the most 
relevant advocacy content to you.
The AMA’s Sound Test Kit Program is officially open 
for 2021 applications. The program is administered 
by the AMA Government Relations Department and 
provides kits to AMA Districts, clubs, race organizers 
and others who educate riders about sound levels. The 
kit contains a Type 2 sound meter, a tachometer, 
training materials, a spark-arrestor probe, 
personal protective equipment and a storage 
case. The goal of the sound meter project is to 
educate riders about acceptable sound levels 
according to the AMA's guidelines while being 
able to show quantitative data in response to 
complaints about levels that fall within acceptable 
legal ranges. With the AMA's goal to keep off- and 
on-road riding areas open to the public, the program 
aims to prevent the implementation of laws and 
regulations that specifically and unfairly target riders.
For more information on applying, contact Erin 
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eda, AMA Government Relations Grassroots 
oordinator, at grassroots@ama-cycle.org.
ORGANTOWN,W.Va. – Racer Productio

nc., producers of the 2021 Grand Natio
ross Country Series presented by Specialize
n AMA National Championship, is proud 
nnounce that the Loretta Lynn eMTB race, Round 
f the 8-round Specialized Turbo eMTB GNCC Seri

ill once again serve as an FIM North American 
MTB Championship. The Loretta Lynn eMTB GNCC 
ill be held on July 31st, in conjunction with the 
0th Annual Monster Energy AMA Amateur 
ational Motocross Championship at the home of 
ountry music legend Loretta Lynn in Hurricane 
ills, Tennessee, the largest and most prestigious 
mateur motocross event in  the world.
isit americanmotorcyclist.com for more details.

LOOK TWICE,
SAVE A LIFE!!
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LOOK NEAR, INTERMEDIATE AND FAR
April was distracted driving month and May 
is motorcycle awareness month, we need to 
focus on getting the word out that 
pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcyclists are 
all vulnerable road users.  Obviously, with all 
the distractions, to say look twice is just 
not enough.  A driver of any vehicle should 
ask; is there pedestrian/pedestrians near, 
bicyclist/bicyclists approaching on the roadway 
or in a designated bicycle lane and is there 
motorcyclist/motorcyclists in the distance?  
Drivers need to take the time needed by 
moving their head and shoulders back and forth 
and side to side while searching. Drivers need 
to look toward specific distances and look 
specifically for vulnerable road users. "LOOK 
NEAR, INTERMEDIATE AND FAR! " 
According to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) there are three types 
of distracted driving; visual, manual and 
cognitive.  Examples of visual driving distractions 
are looking for items on the floor of the car, 
checking and adjusting your GPS, changing the 
radio station, adjusting your temperature 
controls, taking in the view or doing your 
makeup.  Examples of manual driving 
distractions are eating and drinking, 
adjusting your child’s seatbelt, smoking, 
searching through your purse or wallet 
or turning knobs in your car. Examples 
of cognitive driving distractions are talking 
to another passenger, thinking about something 
that is upsetting, road rage, daydreaming or 
being under the influence of drugs and/or 
alcohol.  Oh, and then there is texting that uses 
all three types of distracted driving. Nine 
people die every day in the United States 
due to driving distracted.  Eleven percent of car 
accidents lead to fatalities from distracted driving.  
When you text, your eyes are off the road for at 
least five seconds.  That is the length of a 
football field when you are going 55 miles per 
hour.  Also, you are three times more likely 
to crash when performing a visual or manual 
activity.  Why put yourself or anyone else in 
harm’s way?
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Rima Cerrone
Public Relations, American Bikers Aimed Towards Education 

Public Relations   by Rima Cerrone

Card 
Program

ABATE of NY has formally started a Card Program.  It is important to reach out to friends/family to let them know we are thinking 
of them, wishing them comfort or hope, wishing them well, or just letting them know ABATE of NY exists.  So far, we have thank 
you cards, sympathy cards and get well cards.  I started sending out thank you cards to those who have made donations to ABATE 
of NY.  I have also started sending out sympathy cards.   I am still working on get well cards.  Now to make this program work I 
need the chapters and members to inform me on who needs a card and why.
My contact information is phone/text number 518-322-9287, email rimaann@rocketmail.com or mail to:
ABATE of NY, PO Box 17754, Latham, NY, 12110. 
Let’s work on getting this program to work. We need to let people know we care and exist.

So, what can a driver do to save lives?  For visual, 
keep your eyes on the road, pull over to read 
directions, and put your phone in “do not disturb” 
mode.  For manual, keep your phone out of reach, 
make all adjustments before driving, and don’t 
reach for items while driving.  For cognitive avoid 
phone calls including hand free, stay focused on the 
road, and keep your emotions in check.  Let’s be 
real what could possibly be that important to take a 
chance on life?  If you are not worried about 
yourself worry about the other person; father, 
mother, son, daughter, grandparent, etc.  Your 
poor decision can affect so many others.  
 American Bikers Aimed Toward Education (ABATE) 
has been working very hard to pass the Creto/
Kade’s law.  ABATE supports any law that increases 
the penalty for a driver who causes an injury while 
operating a vehicle.  Drivers need to be accountable 
for their actions.  Currently the bill has expired and 
we are working diligently looking for new sponsors.  
If you lost a loved one or a loved one was injured, 
wouldn’t you want the driver to be held accountable 
for ignoring vehicle and traffic regulations?  As of 
now only a traffic violation is issued unless the 
driver is under the influence.  
Remember;

LOOK NEAR, INTERMEDIATE AND FAR!
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May is Motorcycle 
Awareness Month

LOOK TWICE, 
  SAVE A LIFE 
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Moving Forward With Motorcycling Members of Congress & Making It Happen 
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation proudly works with both the Senate and House motorcycle caucuses to achieve 
legislative victories for our community. The bipartisan membership of these caucuses allows us to know who our 
champions on Capitol Hill are and which legislators are committed to standing with us on critical issues We are not alone. 
The Senate and House Motorcycle caucuses are among the first places the MRF turns to when it comes to protecting our 
motorcycles, our lifestyles and our rights. In the meantime...
Driverless Vehicles Are A Danger To You!
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation maintains that federal authorities must require robust testing of manufacturers of 
automated driving systems, guaranteeing they have accounted for motorcycle recognition and responsiveness. That’s the MRF 
position because driverless vehicles are currently being “beta tested” on public roadways without motorcycle recognizing 
algorithms. When identifying bill numbers are attached to this position, you will be notified. See the attachment for more 
details. In the meantime…
Ethanol 15 (E-15) Can Kill Your Motorcycle’s Engine
During the last session of Congress, a bipartisan group of lawmakers introduced legislation which sought an educational 
campaign about E-15. The bill required new labeling at fuel pumps warning consumers to check their owner’s manual when 
using E-15 fuel. The MRF is supporting this same effort now. When identifying bill numbers are attached to this position, you 
will be notified. In the meantime…
A New Definition For Motorcycle
New vehicles entering the roadways with little resemblance or operational characteristics to that of a motorcycle, have been 
arbitrarily classified as motorcycles. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation has drafted language to put an end to the confusion. 
When identifying bill numbers are attached to this position, you will be notified. In the meantime…
National Highway Bill Takes Shape
The Highway bill, soon to be designated with a House and Senate number, will be the backbone of the Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation’s legislative efforts. You will be notified as soon as the MRF has the identifying numbers. In the meantime...
Stop The Profiling of Motorcyclists - Support H. Res 366
H.RES 366 – your MRF is moving forward and making it happen. Profiling is not going to go away without your immediate
action. In the meantime…
Motorcyclist Advisory Council Reauthorization Act: H.R. 2141
Your MRF is moving forward & making it happen. However, we need your help…
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is moving forward to make the 2021 Bikers Inside the Beltway our most effective event 
ever. Thank you for your commitment to the MRF’s mission. Thank you for making appointments with your members of 
Congress. Click here to see the position paper for Automated Driving Systems.
Thank you for your membership and support of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation.
Fredric Harrell
Director, Conferences & Events 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
P.O. Box 250
Highland, Illinois 62249

If your SMRO has hosted an event in 2021 please submit your pictures and details to 
communications@mrf.org so we can share them with your fellow riders across the country!

RIDING FREE FROM DC:

Your Weekly Biker Bulletin 
from Inside the Beltway

-Moving Forward
Making Things

Happen!
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http://motorcycleridersfoundation.wildapricot.org/resources/ADS%20-%20MRF%20Comments.pdf
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Get New
Gear for
your NextRiding 
Season!

A variety of t-shirt designs, colors, and sizes available!
Go to abatenyontario.com/shop today!

Jan 3
Feb 7 
March 7 
April 11*

May 2
June 6
July 11*
Aug 1

Sept 12*
Oct 3
Nov 7
Dec 5

abatenyontario.com 
PO Box 546 

Canandaigua, NY 14424

MEETING DATES: At Jose´ and Willy’s , Lakeshore Dr, Cdga 
First Sundays at 10:00 am * Second Sunday due to holidays

RIDES AND EVENTS: 
June 13 Run • July 25 Run, 
Aug 22 Memorial Ride Oct 

10 Fall Ride
Nov 27 Christmas Party
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AAA shares motorcycle safety tips for bikers & drivers
We all have a responsibility to keep roads safe
By AAA of Western and Central New York
May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, and AAA Western and Central New York is reminding 
both drivers and bikers of key safety tips as the weather gets nicer. Many bikers will choose to 
ride free on the open road. Also, motorcycle and scooter sales rose 11.4% in 2020 during the 
pandemic, according to a Retail Sales Report issued recently by the Motorcycle Industry Council. 
As an advocate for traffic safety, AAA hopes to reduce crashes and keep the rest of the spring 
and summer safe for all roadway users.
The number of motorcyclists killed in crashes reached 5,014 in 2019, an increase of 29 deaths 
from 2018, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Per vehicle 
miles traveled in 2019, motorcyclists were about 29 times more likely than passenger vehicle 
occupants to die in a motor vehicle crash and were 4 times more likely to be injured.

Everyone can do their part to safely share the road, especially as motorcyclists take advantage of 
good weather. Both motorcyclists and drivers are responsible for sharing the road.
As a driver:

√ Check mirrors and blind spots for motorcyclists before entering or leaving lanes of traffic and at intersections. Most multi-vehicle 
motorcycle crashes occur when drivers simply didn’t see the motorcyclist.

√ Signal before changing lanes or merging with traffic. Even when signaling, allow enough time to determine a motorcyclist's 
intention before you proceed.

√ Increase following distance behind motorcycles and provide time to maneuver or stop in an emergency.

√ Never try to share a lane with motorcycles – they have the same right to lanes as any other vehicle.

As a motorcyclist:

√ Before you ride, check tire pressure and tread depth. Make sure brakes, headlights and signal indicators are in working order.

√ Make sure any cargo is secure and balanced and adjust suspension and tire pressure to accommodate extra weight.

√ Always ride with a helmet that meets the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard – look for 
the “DOT” symbol on the back. Helmets save lives and are required in New York state.

√ Wear other protective gear, such as gloves, a jacket and pants.

√ Make yourself visible. Keep your lights on, wear bright colors and use reflective tape, even during the daytime. Position yourself 
in the lane where drivers can see you.

√ Follow traffic laws, always use turn signals, and combine hand signals with turn signals when you can to make your intentions 
even more clear.

√ Never ride impaired – 29% of fatally injured riders in 2019 were driving under the influence of alcohol, according to NHTSA.

As upstate New York’s largest member services organization, AAA Western and Central New York provides more than 887,000 
members with travel, insurance, financial and automotive-related services. Since its founding in 1902, AAA has been a leading 
advocate for the safety and security of all travelers. Visit AAA at www.AAA.com. (Fri, May 7th 2021)

https://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2021/05/07/146539/aaa-shares-motorcycle-safety-tips-for-bikers-drivers
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MRF  -  The Biker’s Voice in Washington, DC since 1987!

• Overturned federal law attempting to blackmail states into passing a
mandatory helmet law for all riders.

• Passed legislation banning federal agencies from lobbying against
motorcyclists

• Ensured motorcycles are considered in all autonomous (self-driving)
vehicle plans

• Protected the motorcycle aftermarket from restrictive federal legislation
and ensured that riders can continue to modify their machines

• Actively ighting against motorcycle pro iling
• Ensured motorcycle rider concerns are addressed in all federal highway

bills
• Working with biker friendly legislators and federal agencies that impact

motorcycling for more than 30 years!

Help Support Motorcycling  -  Join the MRF today!

q Annual Individual Membership $35
q Annual Joint Membership $60
q Annual Sustaining Membership $100
q Annual Industry Council Membership $100

Member(s) Name  ______________________________

Phone  ______________________________________

Email  _______________________________________

Billing Address  ______________________________

City, State, Zip  ______________________________

Name on CC  _______________________________

Card Number: qqqq qqqq qqqq qqqq
Expiration Date  _______________  CVV _________

Date  __________________________

q New    q Renewal
Referred by:  ___________________________________

q Please Check if you are a US Citizen
q Check here to NOT receive Patches and Pins
q Check here to NOT receive MRF Email Alerts
q Check here to receive MRF Reports electronically (email)

q 3-Year Individual Membership $95
q 3-Year Joint Membership $140
q Sustaining Membership Club $100
q Freedom Fighter Donation $10 $25 $_____

Mail to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation – PO Box 250 – Highland Il 62249 – Phone: 202.546.0983 – www.mrf.org – mrfoffice@mrf.org

Ride with the Leaders™
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ABATE of New York 
Chapters by Region

A Western Region

B Adirondack Region

C Scenic Region

D Metro NY/LI Region

E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

CHAPTERS BY REGION
REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne

REGION B
Warren
REGION C
Cayuga

Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego

Southern Tier
REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn
REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

5 BOROUGHS
P.O Box 193
Brooklyn, NY
11216

ALBANY
PO Box 3808 
Albany NY 
12203

BROOKLYN 
PO Box 245064 
Brooklyn NY 
11224

BUFFALO-ERIE 
PO Box 286 
West Seneca NY 
14224

CAYUGA
PO Box 74
Auburn NY 13021

COLUMBIA 
PO Box 227 
Hudson NY 
12534

CORTLAND-
CHENANGO 
PO Box 128 
Homer NY 
13077

GENESEE
P.O. Box 770 
Stafford, NY 
14143

MONROE
PO Box 13277 
Rochester NY 
14613

NORTH 
ULSTER PO Box 
621
West Hurley, NY 
12491

ONONDAGA 
PO Box 11575 
Syracuse NY 
13218

ONTARIO
PO Box 546 
Canandaigua, NY 
14424

ORLEANS
PO Box 43 
Medina NY 
14103

OSWEGO
PO Box 345 
Hannibal NY 
13074

RENSSELAER
PO Box 452 
East Greenbush NY 
12061

SCHOHARIE
PO Box 665 
Richmondville NY 
12149

SOUTHERN TIER 
PO Box 2441 
Binghamton NY 
13902

15
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ABATE of New York Membership Application
Name: ____________________________________________________________DOB_____/_____/________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________State:______________________Zip:_______________ 

County:____________________________________________________Phone(_________)________________ 

Chapter Selected: ____________________________________________ or ____________Member-at-Large

SELECT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
yOU Can aLSO aPPLy FOR MeMbeRSHIP OnLIne at abateny.ORG/JOIn

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER #______________ 

__________ (Pease initial) I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s bylaws and promote motorcycle education, 
legislation and activities in accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

FOR CReDIt CaRD PayMent/PeRMISSIOn tO InVOICe VIa PayPaL FILL OUt beLOW InFORMatIOn.

Signature:______________________________________________________________________ 

Amount______________ Email Address: ______________________________________________________

I have a high-speed internet connection and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org

ARE YOU MOVING? Bulk Mail is not forwarded: please update your address

               Mail this part of the form to: ABATE of New York, Inc., PO Box 1754, Latham, NY  12110

Name: ______________________________________________ Member # __________ Chapter: __________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ Date to take effect:__________________ 

City: __________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip:__________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________ Email:______________________________

Other members in household who need to be updated:

Name: ______________________________________________ Member#______________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________

Full Member $30
Includes memership packet, newsletter and all 
benefits in accordance with State bylaws

associate Member $25
Available only to additional members of Full 
Member’s household (no newsletter).

Mail with remittance to: abate 
of ny 
State Office
PO box 1417
northville, ny 12134

Life Membership
06 - 10 years Membership $500
11 - 15 years Membership $350
16 - 24 years Membership $200 

•  A Life Member patch
•  A distinctive Life Member card
•  Yearly pins

Forever Membership $100
Forever Membership has been 
established at a one-time cost of $100, 
and eligibility is limited to those who 
were members of ABATE of New York at 
time of death. 

For further information, or to 
memorialize an abate of new york 
member through Forever 
Membership, please contact the 
State Office Manager at 
888-344-4400, or
nysabateoffice@gmail.com

Paypal 
now accepts all

credit cards

It is not necessary to provide the State Office with credit card information. A valid email address and signed permission are required. PayPal will email 
our invoice to you. The invoice will include a payment link for you to complete the transaction online. The alternative is to renew online at 

WWW.ABATENY.ORG / Membership.

The Life Membership Program consists 
of a one-time payment based  on the 
number of years the member has in 

the organization.
Beginning with their 25th year they 

are automatically a Charter Life 
Member and dues are waived. 

In addition to all benefits of a full 
member, the Life member will receive:
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The ABATE newsletter "The Freedom Writer" advertising price sheet 2019-TBA 
Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and have it 

delivered right to our members. 
Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July, September 

and November. Deadlines are December 1st for January issue, February 1st for 
March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st for July issue, August 1st for 
September issue and October 1st for November issue. 

Supply your art work & text with this form. You can also e-mail to 
nysabate@gmail.com. If you don't have a suitable ad, we can prepare one for 
you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics. 

ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in 
the best interest of our organization. All advertisement must be pre-paid, 
please remit payment with form below. 

SIX ISSUES FIVE ISSUES 

Back Pagt! $1,500 Back Page $1,313 

Inside Front Page $1,200 Inside Front Page $1,050 

Inside Back Page $1,200 Inside Back Page $1,050 

1/2 Pag() $500 1/2 Png<! $438 

1/4 Page $300 1/4 Page $263 

Business Card $175 Business Card $153 

THREE ISSUES TWO ISSUES 

Back Pag() $863 Back Pag<! $600 

Inside Front Page $690 Inside Front Page $480 

Inside Back Page $690 Inside Back Page $480 

1/2 Page! $288 1/2 Pag<! $200 

1/4 Page $173 1/4 Page $120 

Business Card $101 Business Card $70 

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE Inc. Newsletter (The Freedom 
Writer) and on Website (abateny.org) 

NYS ABATE Inc reserves the right to reject any advertisement, either in our 
newsletter or on our website, regarded as objectionable in wording or 
appearance or against the aims of our organization. All advertisements are 
accepted and published upon the representation that the agency and/or 
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to publish the entire contents and the 
subject matter of the advertisement The agency and/or advertiser will indemnify 
and hold the NYS ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or expense resulting from 
claims or suits for defamation, libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or 
copyright infringement, including but not limited to trademarks, trade names and 
patents. 

FOUR ISSUES 

Back Pngt! $1,100 

Inside Front Page $880 SELL ADS FOR THE 

Inside Back Page $880 FREEDOM WRITER 

1/2 Pag<! $367 AND EARN A 
1/4 Page $220 

20% Business Card $128 

SINGLE ISSUE 
COMMISSION!* 

Back Pag<! $313 
*Commissions will be paid out

quarterly.All ads must be paid prior 
Inside Front Page $250 to running in the newsletter. 

Inside Back Page $250 

1/2 Page $104 

1/4 Page $63 

Business Card $36 

DATE __________ EMAIL. ________________________ _ 

NAME/BUSINESS NAME. ______________________________ _ 

PHONE# _______________ PHONE# _________________ _ 

ADDRESS _________________________________ _ 

DUARA TION OF AD: START MONTH __ / __ / __ END MONTH __ / __ / __ 

SALESMAN NAME CHAPTER NAME 
--------------- -----------

SEND AD FILE TO NYSABATE@GMAILCOM 

SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO: 

NYS ABATE STATE OFFICE MANAGER 

NYSABATE 

PO Box 1417 Northville, NY 12134
·-------------------
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Forever Members
The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to 

present another level of membership, designed to 
memorialize members passed. The ABATE of New 
York Forever Member will be memorialized through a 
unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing 
annual ABATE of New York pins. Forever Members’ 
names will be published in a special section of every 
subsequent issue of The Freedom Writer and on the 
ABATE of New York website. The card and certificate 
are meant for the memorializing party to treasure, 
pins perhaps to be saved or placed at the grave, and 
the publication so all remember. Forever Membership 
has been established at a one-time cost of $100, and 
eligibility is limited to those who were members of 
ABATE of New York at time of death. 

For further information, or to memorialize an 
ABATE of New York member through Forever 

Membership, please contact the State Office Manager 
@  1-888-344-4400.

If you or anyone you know
has been stopped at a
motorcycle-only roadblock 
or harassed in any way by
law enforcement for
being on a motorcycle,
please contact
Prospector ASAP at
(518) 239-4560 to
make a formal
complaint to the
Attorney General's
office.

STATE OFFICE 
MANAGER
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of NY, 
PO Box 1417 
Northville, NY 12134 
nysabateoffice@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER 
John Cholewa
(845) 705-6370
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com

TREASURY MANAGER 
Open

Advertisement Manager 
Open

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Annette M Pittlsey, 
Temporary Editor
NYSABATE@gmail.com 

Don’t know
how to use it?
Visit your
phone's app
store

(examples include the 
Android Market, Apple 
App Store, etc.) and 
download a QR code 
reader/scanner app. 

PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518) 365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Audrey Rindfleish-Hamilton 
(585) 286-0207 (Cell)
Harleygrlhamilton@gmail.com
SECRETARY
Prospector Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net

TREASURER
Tom Alton
(315) 342-2446
kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com

LEGISLATIVE 
COORDINATOR 

Dennis Pelmear
SARGEANT@ARMS 
Vinny Smiraglia
(607)-522-7650
(email supposed to be here)

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Rima Cerrone
(518) 322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

REGION A 
COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585) 746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

REGION B 
COORDINATOR 
Open
REGION C 
COORDINATOR

Open
REGION D 
COORDINATOR 
Open
REGION E 
COORDINATOR

Julian Caproni
(917)-714-6856
(email supposed to be here)

ABATE of New York Inc. 
2021 Officers

Scan this QR code to go 
directly to

http://abateny.org
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30 YEARS
Butch O'Connor
John H Short Jr
Joe Tazz Valla
Pam Cox
35 Years
Gaeton "Guy" Godios

40 Years
Keith A Bender

Milestone Members
5 YEAR
Robert D Becker

Chris Brower

Brian Coleman

Terrnace Nimmons

Averil Peters

George P Fox

Mike Hill

Bradley McKane

Christine McKane

Stan Schifilliti

Bill Robinson

Stan Rychlicki

Jason Adsit

Mark Appleby

John C Barnwell II

Kenneth Carpenter

Kevin Daily

F Robert Falbo

Rodney Granger

Karen McQuillan-
Schuster

Dana Moseuk

Sam "Bubba" Roberts

Allan Pohl

Valerie D Wells

Mary Gapski 

10 YEARS 
Dean R Courter
Mick Della Valle
Charles Hens
Chris G Steinbach
Marie Steinbach
Lynn Stoldt
Cyndi Ross
Anthony J Rachetta
David Todd
Steven Hilfiker
Carol Hopkins

15 YEARS
Joel L Ostrander
Percival Smith Sr
Sandy Mensch

20 Years
Thomas R Frost
David F Jordan
J Thomas Arieno
Tim "Jonsey" Jones
Lynn Smith
John Grosso

25 YEARS ~ CHARTER
Mitch Proner
Ron Grottanelli
Brian Simmons
John S Knight

July/August Deadline for 
submissions is June 25th by 

end of business day @ 
NYSABATE@gmail.com.
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Jan Aguirre
 Chris Allen
Stan Bach

Carl H Baker
Robert B Bancroft 

Jackie Baumer 
Donald R Blasko

Mike Clerico
Chris Connolly

Bill Cox
Andrew “Andy” Ellis 

Dorothy Falt
Tom Fleming
Brenda Force
Dick Fulton

Richard L Gardner Jr 
Bob Gleason
Victor Green
Michelle Hall

Molly "Skully" Hamilton 
Deborah Harrington

Bill Healey
Joanne Houghtaling 

Martin Hourihan 
Luther "Dirty Luke" Hughes 

Lynn M. Hyland 

Ronald R Jone 
Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes 

Chris "Baldy" Klein 
Skip Lamphere

Rita “Sweetie” Laufer 
Peter Martino 

Frank Martorana
“Big Deb” Matson 

Gary P Myers
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke 

Brian Paschen
Mike Pascucci 

Chris Peek
Barbara Rancourt 

Joseph Rinere 
Robert Ritchie

Walt Rutski
Frank Sabo

Robert Shuster
Dan “Wind” Smallwood

Angie Shufelt 

Martha Strouse 
Robert Taylor Rodney 

W Taylor 
Mary Walker John S 

Waterman
John V “Jack” Wrigley

   Forever Members
 You  can  shed  tears  because  they  are gone, 

or  you  can smile  because  they lived.
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