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by andrew W. Liuzzi, abate of ny president
I trust everyone, or most everyone, had a joyful
Thanksgiving–and by now–a Happy Hanukkah or Merry
Christmas. Surprisingly, 2018 has flown by at a high rate of speed
and 2019 has arrived. As we put the memories of the Holidays
behind us, and say good-bye to another year, we can reminisce about
the good times as well as the bad–the missed loved ones that couldn’t
join us, and the not-so-loved ones that did–and the merriment of
the “holiday season.” However, the new year is here and it’s time to
start hammering away at the politicians, as they start the new
“session,” with emails and phone calls pushing the Creto/Kade’s Law
by telling your area politicians the importance of this Bill.
We’ll be planning the 2019 Freedom Rally and lining up guest
speakers for the event. We had a great turnout for the 2018 Ride to
the Capital and I’d like to double that number for 2019. The old
adage - there’s strength in numbers - is a solid truth we cannot
ignore. The more noise we make rolling into the City of Albany the
more politicians are going to look out their windows, and say, “these
people are serious”. So please, mark your calendars for Monday May
20th, 2019 - FREEDOM
FReeDOM RaLLy
RALLY - and put in for the day
Mark your calendars for off at work to join us as we
Monday May 20th, 2019 descend on the Capital.
As I’d stated in 2018, upon
- and put in for the day
taking the President’s position of
off at work
this fine organization, I will be
traveling around the State trying to meet up with various Chapters
and visit your monthly meetings. I look forward to seeing everyone
and listening to your views, complaints, and suggestions. We need to
work together to strengthen our organization. We need to fight the
good fight, as members of this organization, and we need to do so unified - fighting for the common goal and the betterment of this
organization by increasing membership numbers and solidarity.
Please, email me your monthly meeting schedules, and locations, so
I can start planning my schedule and marking up my calendar.
Email me at sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com and tell me what chapter you’re
representing, the dates, times, and location of your monthly
meetings, and I will do my best to make it to one of your meetings.
If anyone has any concerns, or questions, or suggestions - email me,
call me, or wait until you see me - but don’t stew over things. Don’t
think your ideas or suggestions aren’t wanted. We want ABATE of
NY, Inc. to be better, smarter, and stronger than it’s been in the past.
Remember, as your Chapter’s start planning events and Runs we
ask you to share the fliers and details with the Newsletter Editor,
nysabate@gmail.com, and the website Webmaster,
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com. The more events you promote the better
the turnout. The sooner you start promoting your events the more
people that will put your events in their calendars before another
event comes along.
God bless you all and stay healthy as we’re forging onward
towards Spring.
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Forging Onward...

Attn: Chapters: Share the fliers and details with
the Newsletter Editor, nysabate@gmail.com, and
the website Webmaster, nomad2000@hvc.rr.com.
The more events you promote the better the
turnout.

2019 State Meetings
State Board and Chapter meetings are held at:
American Legion Post 92
8083 Rt 20, Waterville, NY 13480*

2019 abate State MeetInGS
Saturday, FEB 16 1 PM
Sunday, MAY 19

Board at 12

Time and location TBA

Saturday, AUG 17 1 PM

Board 12

Saturday, NOV 16 1 PM

Board at 12

bOaRD MeetInGS
Sunday, MAR 17

11 AM

Saturday, JUN 15 11 AM4
Sunday, SEP 15:

11 AM

Sunday, DEC 15

11 AM

*except May meetings and Freedom Rally
Regional meetings shall convene on the third
week of every third month located
in the specific region.
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American Motorcycle Association News
national and
Regional news
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WASHINGTON,
D.C. - The Renewable Fuel Standard-which brought Americans
mandated ethanol-blended fuels-would disappear under a bill
introduced by U.S. Reps. John Shimkus (R-Ill.) and Bill Flores
(R-Texas). A draft of the bill released in November reveals a
shift toward octane mandates in place of biofuel requirements.
The draft bill-called the 21st Century Transportation Fuels Actalso includes a provision requiring car makers to build vehicles
capable of using 95-octane E20 fuel (20 percent ethanol by
volume) for the 2023 model year and beyond. The draft bill
also would hold the renewable volume obligations at 15 million
gallons of ethanol a year from 2020 through 2022 and allow
the sale of E15 fuel year-round.
WASHINGTON, D.C. - A federal appeals court affirmed a
2017 agreement between the U.S. Bureau of Land Management
and several environmental groups affecting motorized use of
thousands of miles of trails and roads in Utah, the Salt Lake
Tribune reported. U.S. District Judge Dale Kimball of the 10th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals denied a challenge to the
agreement from the state of Utah, several Utah counties and
some energy companies. Opponents of the agreement argued
that it illegally limited the current administration. The
agreement covers wilderness provisions in plans affecting
20,000 miles of motorized routes on 6 million acres of public
land.
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Supreme Court in late
November limited the reach of the Endangered Species Act to
areas in which a threatened animal currently lives. The
unanimous ruling, as reported in the Los Angeles Times, set
aside a ruling that restricted development in a Louisiana woods
where an endangered frog could live. The 100 surviving dusky
gopher frogs live only in a Mississippi woods nearby. The ruling
could help the AMA in its efforts to protect and expand
responsible motorized access to public lands across the country,
as well as more use of private property.
BOISE, Idaho - The public gets two more chances in
December to comment on new amendments to the U.S. Forest
Service Sage-Grouse Plan. A Draft Environmental Impact
Statement was released in October, and two public meetings
were held in November. The amendments affect Colorado,
Idaho, Nevada, Wyoming, and Utah. Changes include the use
of landscape-scale alignment, which coordinates efforts across
state lines. The remaining meetings are 5-7 p.m. Dec. 17 at the
Challis Community Center in Challis, Idaho, and 5-7 p.m.
Dec. 18 at the Caribou-Targhee Forest Headquarters Office in
Idaho Falls. More information is available at
www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r4/home/?cid=stelprd3843381.
DOLORES, Colo. - Two lawsuits seek to upend the travel
management plan for the Dolores Valley of the San Juan

National Forest. One lawsuit was filed in September by the San
Juan Trail Riders, the Trails Preservation Alliance and the Access
Preservation Association, claiming the closing of 30 miles of
trails to motorcycles are illegal. According to The Journal, the
second lawsuit, filed in November by the San Juan Citizen's
Alliance, the Sheep's Mountain Alliance, Dunton Hot Springs
Inc., and WildEarth Guardians, claims that "the seasonal
closures for motorized use on trails do not adequately protect
deer, elk, and water quality." The travel management plan
covers 244,000 acres in Colorado.
State news
PLACERVILLE, Calif. - Repairs have been completed on
three off-highway vehicle routes that did not meet
environmental standards for healthy meadows, concluding work
that began in 2013 on a total of 18 routes in the Eldorado
National Forest that were closed while conditions affecting
water flow in meadows were fixed. The final three routes-16E26
out of the Onion Valley Trailhead in the Amador Ranger
District, 17E19 (Allen Camp Trail) and 17E24 (Carson
Emigrant Trail)-have been reviewed by a forest hydrologist
and are now open for public use. The Motor Vehicle Use
Map for the forest will include these and other repaired
routes when it is updated in the near future.
SACRAMENTO - Waymo, the self-driving vehicle unit
of Alphabet, has obtained permission to test fully
automated cars on California's public roads. The company,
the first to receive a driverless permit in the state, plans to
keep its vehicles in the neighborhoods of Mountain View,
Sunnyvale, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, and Palo Alto,
according to a report by TheVerge.com. Waymo's permit
includes day and night testing on city streets, rural roads,
and highways with posted speed limits of up to 65 mph.
Arizona also allows Waymo to operate driverless cars.
PHOENIX - A public review period ends Dec. 19 for a
proposed lease by Maricopa County of 1,046 acres of public
land in the Vulture Mountains. And the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management has scheduled a public meeting for 6-8
p.m. Dec. 4 at the Wickenburg Community Center in
Wickenburg, Ariz. The Maricopa County Parks and
Recreation Department wants to develop a recreation
facilities at the site, including a visitor's center, picnic tables
and shelters, equestrian facilities, nature playground,
restrooms with showers, campgrounds and interpretive
kiosks. Portions of the Vulture Mine Road would also be
improved and realigned by the to improve access to the area.
Comments may be submitted at https://go.usa.gov/xPkh6 or
emailed to vulturemtns@blm.gov.
BURLINGTON, Iowa - All-terrain vehicles and other fourwheel utility vehicles can now legally operate on gravel roads in
Des Moines County, Iowa. The county began considering the
move after receiving petitions in March containing more than

Industry news
CYPRESS, Calif. - Yamaha's
Rick Hobbs, crew chief for
Cameron Beaubier's 2018
MotoAmerica Superbike
Championship-winning
Monster
Energy/Yamalube/Yamaha
Factory Racing YZF-R1, was
inducted into the Canadian
Motorcycle Hall of Fame in November. Hobbs was honored for a
lifetime of contributions to road racing, from dealership service
manager to Superbike Championship-winning guru. His
accomplishments came in Canada and the United States. He has
collected 20 Canadian and U.S. National Championships during
his career.
IRVINE, Calif. - The Motorcycle Industry Council has
named a new event-management team. Cinnamon Kernes will
lead MIC Events as vice president and general manager,
overseeing strategic planning and day-to-day management. Andre
Albert will serve as sales and marketing director, managing
exhibit space, sponsorship sales, marketing and promotions. Both
begin their new positions Jan. 1. Larry Little, current vice
president and general manager of MIC Events, will transition to
a part-time position as vice president. Mike Webster, senior vice
president of MIC Events, will be leaving the MIC and will serve
as an advisor and consultant through his new company. MIC
Events organizes the annual AIMExpo, which bring together
industry, press, dealers and consumers in a single arena.
CHICAGO - Genuine Scooters has announced its entrance
into the motorcycle arena with the release of the G400C
motorcycle. The scooter company hopes its 397cc motorcycle
will prove affordable and fun to ride for first-time buyers. The
$4,599 G400C weighs 353 pounds, provides 26 horsepower,

promises fuel economy of 70 mpg and reaches a top speed of 80
mph. For more information, visit www.genuinescooters.com.
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1,000 signatures. ATVs and UTVs also will be allowed on paved
roads to get from one gravel road to another. Among the
restrictions reported by Tri-States Public Radio: ATV use is
prohibited between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m.; vehicle operators must
be 18 or older and have a valid driver's license; vehicles cannot be
three-wheelers; vehicles may not be driven in ditches; maximum
speed is 35 mph; passengers are prohibited. Those wishing to
operate an ATV on a county road must buy an annual $25
permit.

International news
MUNSHIGANJ, Bangladesh - Honda has opened a new
motorcycle manufacturing plant that Bangladeshi officials hope
will make motor bikes more affordable in their country. The
plant is a project of Honda Private Limited, a joint venture of
Japan's Honda and state-owned Bangladesh Steel Engineering
Corp. Reports say the plant's initial annual production capacity
is 100,000 units. By 2021, the capacity could double.
COPENHAGEN - The government of Denmark would like
to make motorcycle helmet use mandatory for all riders. The
transport and health ministers presented a proposal in November
that would eliminate exceptions to wearing a helmet, according
to TheLocal.com. Current laws allow riders to go without a
helmet if they obtain a doctor's note or have a legitimate nonmedical reason, such as wearing a turban. If the proposal passes,
the new rules would take effect Jan. 1. Those with an existing
doctor's note would be given a grace period through July 1.
LUDHIANA PUNJAB, India - Yamaha Motor Co. Ltd.,
Hero Cycles Ltd. and Mitsui & Co. Ltd. announced a joint
venture in November to build and sell electric bicycles in India.
The companies said that government initiatives on clean
transportation are on the rise, and the electric bike segment in
India is growing. Yamaha already offers its PW series electric
bikes. Hero Cycles plans to implement Yamaha's technology in
its products. Mitsui & Co. will handle marketing and
distribution.
KIRCHBERG, Luxembourg - The European Investment
Bank is lending 120 million Euros (about $135.6 million) to
Austrian motorcycle manufacturer KTM AG. KTM plans to use
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PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224
Meetings:
3rd Wednesday at 7:30PM
VFW Post 8113
“The Chicken Coop”
299 Leydecker Rd
West Seneca

ATTENTION Chapters & Members
Please make sure all your contact information
MOVED?
is updated with the state office when
renewing memberships. Too many
renewal packets are getting returned
to the state office adding to our expenses.
Laurie Frederick
We do not sell our
State
Office Manager
membership list.
ABATE of New York, Inc.
PO Box 1417, Northville NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com
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the money to invest
in additional
research and
development of electric motorcycles, intelligent transportation
systems and lightweight design. The work will occur at KTM s
facility in Mattighofen, Austria.
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - Dubai police are training
on flying motorbikes made by California company Hoversurf.
The vehicles are electric and feature vertical take-off and
landing. In a CNN report, Brigadier Khalid Nasser Alrazooqi,
general director of Dubai Police's artificial intelligence
department, described the vehicles as first responders that will
be used to access hard-to-reach areas. He said the hoverbikes
should be deployed by 2020.
AMA News
PICKERINGTON, Ohio - The U.S. ISDE Trophy Teams
finished in second place at the 93rd FIM International Six Days
Enduro in Viña del Mar, Chile. In the World Trophy Team
division, the Australian World Trophy team beat the American
team by 7:09.98. Italy rounded out the event podium, finishing
4 minutes behind the U.S. team.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio - The AMA is sanctioning a new
off-road championship in 2019, the AMA Grand Prix National
Championship Series. The series, organized and run by Big 6
Grand Prix Series Inc., features eight rounds of off-road racing
at circuits in California, Arizona and Nevada. The start of the
2018 Big 6 Grand Prix Series event at Adelanto, Calif. The
inaugural season as an AMA National Championship Series
kicks off Jan. 19-20 in Adelanto, Calif. The off-road series
previously was sanctioned by the AMA at the regional level as
the AMA West Coast Grand Prix Championship Series.

ABATE
Albany, New York
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PICKERINGTON, Ohio - Alex Hunter has moved to the
position of motocross manager at the AMA. In his new role,
Hunter will oversee AMA Motocross sanctioning and featured
event designations and work closely with AMA districts,
promoters and organizers. Hunter has been with the AMA for
six years. He originally was hired as the motocross assistant
manager. For the past three years, he has served as the Racing
Department project manager.
PICKERINGTON, Ohio -AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days,
presented by Honda Motorcycles, is America's grandest
celebration of vintage motorcycles and the people who love
them. The 2019 event, with Honda as the featured marque, is
July 5-7 at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio.
AMA members can buy discounted tickets now at
www.amavintagemotorcycledays.com. All activity at the event
financially supports the American Motorcycle Heritage
Foundation, the 501(c)(3) that raises money for the AMA
Motorcycle Hall of Fame.
*****
AMA News & Notes is a monthly publication compiled and edited by the
American Motorcyclist Association. Designed to inform motorcyclists of rightsrelated issues and events in the United States and around the world, AMA News &
Notes welcomes your input. Suggestions and editorial contributions can be sent to
AMA Managing Editor Jim Witters at jwitters@amacycle.org.
Sign up and stay informed: AMA News & Notes keeps motorcyclists up-to-date
on hot topics, news affecting the motorcycling community and opportunities to
communicate with elected officials. Click here to check the "Sign me up for News &
Notes" box.
AMA Action Alerts notify motorcyclists when and how to make a difference on
important issues. Click here to see the most recent AMA Action Alerts, or to sign up
and receive them.
Readers also may sign up for other AMA e-newsletters, including Hall of Fame
Insider, which focuses on the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame. To subscribe, click
here.
Protect your right to ride! Volunteering is easy, and it's rewarding. To learn how
you can help, visit us online.

by Gary t Collier, nyS Legislative Coordinator
Lots of internal changes within ABATE that began with the resignation of our
State Board President in January. This set the stage for the wild ride that pursued. If
you believe that whatever doesn’t kill you makes you stronger, then we not only
survived this year but are stronger for it.
Another old saying that comes to mind goes something like this, “repeating the
same actions and expecting a different result is the definition of insanity.” We as an
organization continue to struggle with retaining and recruiting new members. We
aren’t unique in this challenge as many local, state and national organizations are
experiencing the same stagnate numbers.
As previously reported, I’ve been working on the American Motorcyclist
Associations EAGLES program training. I received confirmation this month that
I’ve completed volunteer training program. I have qualified as an EAGLES
Leadership Candidate to “work hand-in-hand with your organization to promote
the motorcycling lifestyle and protect the future of motorcycling.”
I have contacted the AMA State Chapters and Volunteer Manager and requested
AMA representation at our January Seminar in Batavia. We’ve asked for a
presentation on the EAGLES program. The goals of this program and ABATE and
very much aligned and I hope to be able to leverage the resources of both
organization for a common initiative. Hopefully this will bring a fresh perspective
for both parties.
So for 2019 we need to do a better job of enjoying the journey. That’s how you
spread the word and gain members. We have vast resources in NY State and each
chapter knows their regions better than most cagers that live in the area. We’ve
ridden the county roads, dirt roads, windy lake roads in the sunshine, the rain, high
winds (snow!) and loved it. It’s what we do.
The current political and social climate has people scared, angry and frustrated. If
you are a baby boomer like me much of this looks familiar. Where were you in
1960’s? Despite the turmoil of the time with the war, protest, abscessations, we came
out of the 60’s with a man on the moon, Woodstock and the best music and coolest
cars. So there’s hope. Things have a way of balancing out.
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2018 Did Not Disappoint

Ask your
representative
to support
America's scenic
byways
National Scenic Byway Program
preserves some of motorcyclists' favorite
roads
Please urge your representative to
support H.R. 5158, which would direct
the Secretary of Transportation to
reopen nominations for the National
Scenic Byways Program, which has
been closed for six years.
The American Motorcyclist
Association was part of the coalition
that helped created this program in
1991 and is part of a group now hoping
to revive the program. Many of the
country's favorite motorcycling roads
are National Scenic Byways and benefit
from the resources provided to preserve
and enhance them.
From the Blue Ridge Parkway,
stretching from North Carolina to
Virginia, to Beartooth Highway,
running between Montana and
Wyoming, to Hells Canyon in Oregon,
there are 150 designated National
Scenic Byways. The program provides
resources that help communities along
these byways benefit from the tourism
they generate, while preserving the
characteristics of the roads that made
them destinations in the first place.
According to a recent survey, there
are 44 state scenic byways in 23 states
that are prepared to seek designation as
National Scenic Byways if this
legislation passes and the nomination
process is reopened. The Federal
Highway Administration has stated that
reopening this program would not
require any additional funding-it
simply requires approval from
Congress!
Thank you in advance for contacting
your representative on this important
issue.
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ABATE of New York
Chapters by Region

B
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CHAPTERS BY REGION
REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne
REGION B
Warren
REGION C
Cayuga
Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego
Southern Tier
REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn
REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

E
A Western Region
B Adirondack Region
C Scenic Region
D Metro NY/LI Region
E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

5 BOROUGHS

CAYUGA

MONROE

ORLEANS

SOUTHERN TIER

P.O Box 193
Brooklyn, NY 11216

PO Box 74
Auburn NY 13021

PO Box 13277
Rochester NY 14613

PO Box 43
Medina NY 14103

PO Box 2441
Binghamton NY 13902

ALBANY

COLUMBIA

NORTH ULSTER

OSWEGO

WARREN

PO Box 3808
Albany NY 12203

PO Box 227
Hudson NY 12534

PO Box 621
West Hurley, NY 12491

PO Box 345
Hannibal NY 13074

PO Box 2213
Glens Falls NY 12801

BROOKLYN

CORTLANDCHENANGO

ONONDAGA

RENSSELAER

WAYNE

PO Box 11575
Syracuse NY 13218

PO Box 452
East Greenbush NY 12061

PO Box 332
Ontario NY 14519

ONTARIO

SCHOHARIE

PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

PO Box 665
Richmondville NY 12149

PO Box 245064
Brooklyn NY 11224

PO Box 128
Homer NY 13077

BUFFALO-ERIE
PO Box 286
West Seneca NY 14224
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GENESEE
P.O. Box 770
Stafford, NY 14143
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ABATE Chapters Gave
Generously this Holiday
albany Chapter and toyz for tots

Ontario Chapter: Jackie Atwater, treasurer, making Angel
tree donation at Geneva Harley Davidson. The Ontario chapter
donated more than $700 to local charities this season.
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ABATE of New York Minutes
State bOaRD MeetInG
nOV 17 2018
Call to order by President Liuzzi at 12:07
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Board members present: Andy Liuzzi,
Tom Alton, Prospector, Rima Cerrone,
Mike Fuller, Jody Ferrara
Latest newsletter was done by new
printer quality is good
Bill Dunster has resigned from board as
of 11/4/18
Andy still has no response from parks
dept.
Monroe chapter board has resigned,
bank signature cards need to be updated
Tom Alton is willing to join Monroe to
serve as a chapter officer, Jody Ferrara
will do likewise
DISCUSSION: Chapter charter fees
MOTION #B28-18: Prospector/Mike
Fuller; adjourn
Meeting adjourned 12:51
abate OF neW yORK State
MeetInG
nOV 17 2018
Call to order by President Liuzzi at 1:10
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Roll Call: 13 chapters present
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MOTION #S8-18 :
Columbia/Rensselaer; waive reading of
minutes Unan
Certificate of recognition from MRF for
Bill #S2119A/A7486A was presented to
president
Letter of resignation from Bill Dunster
State Board nominations:
President: Andy Liuzzi
Secretary: Prospector
Treasurer: none
Public Relations: Rima Cerrone
MOTI ON #S9-18: Onondaga/BuffErie; confirm slate of nominees Unan
President report: Free membership
program ends 12/31/18
Investigative committee: Robert Porter
has refused the committee appointed by
the president
Seminar: Batavia; Jan 26 2019
VP report: Membership has dropped
slightly
Treasurer Report: See att.
Proposed 2019 budget
MOTION #S10-18: Warren/Wayne;
Accept proposed 2019 budget Unan
If a chapter receives a letter from IRS,
contact Rima
Legislative Report: We have 10 new
senators and 20 new assembly members.
Democrats now control both houses of
the state legislature as well as the

governor’s office. First priority will be the
anti-profiling bill while we have a better
chance under democratic majority
Region A report: Jody; Seminar info
Hotel reservations must be in by 1/9/19
DISCUSSION: Swearing in of chapter
officers
We still need a newsletter editor
DISCUSSION: Cayuga initiated topic
of adopt-a-highway and bill boards
MOTION # S11-18:
Genesee/Onondaga; adjourn
Meeting adjourned 2:33
2018 State MeetInG MOtIOnS
2/17/18
S1-18 Waive reading of minutes
S2-18 Table
S3-18 Adjourn
5/20/18
S4-18 Waive reading of minutes
S17-17 Robert Porter
S5-18 Adjourn
8/18/18
S6-18 Waive meeting of minutes
S7-18 Adjourn
11/17/18
S8-18 Waive reading of minutes
S9-18 Confirm slate of board nominees
S10-18 Accept proposed 2019 budget
S11-18 Adjourn

Genesee County
annual bell ringing
on December 8th in
Batavia.
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Forever Members
You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.
Jan Aguirre
Chris Allen
Stan Bach
Robert B Bancroft
Jackie Baumer
Donald R Blasko
Chris Connolly
Bill Cox
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Dorothy Falt
Tom Fleming
Brenda Force
Dick Fulton
Bob Gleason
Victor Green
Michelle Hall
Joanne Houghtaling
Martin Hourihan
Lynn M. Hyland
Luther "Dirty Luke" Hughes
Ronald R Jones
Edmund “Eddy” George
Keyes

Chris "Baldy" Klein
Rita “Sweetie” Laufer
Frank Martorana
“Big Deb” Matson
Gary P Myers
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Brian Paschen
Chris Peek
Barbara Rancourt
Joseph Rinere
Robert Ritchie
Walt Rutski
Frank Sabo
Angie Shufelt
Robert Shuster
Dan “Wind”
Smallwood
Martha Strouse
Robert Taylor
Rodney W Taylor
Mary Walker
John V “Jack” Wrigley
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What is The MRF?
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is chiefly concerned with
issues at the national and international levels that impact the
freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. We are also
committed to educating rights advocates to improve effectiveness
at the state and local levels. The MRF works together with State
Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations (SMROs), assisting them
with state and local agendas as well as working with them to
influence Washington, DC – from the Congress to government
departments and agencies to the Office of the President of the
United States. We also work with allies in Europe and Asia to
influence talks on vehicle globalization and harmonization that
are proceeding under the United Nations and the World Health
Organization (WHO). We have an historic partnership with the
American Motorcyclist Association and work with the AMA on
a host of issues.
The MRF’s primary goals at this time are:
1. Promote safety on american roads for aLL road
users.
Throughout the 1990s, rider training was a problem getting
worse, with waiting periods for training a year and longer. With
many of the individual state governments running budget
deficits, the funds set aside for motorcycle rider education are
being raided and used for other state programs. New motorcycle
sales are at an all time high and are expected to continue to
climb, drastically straining the current rider-training
infrastructure. The MRF remains committed to assisting the
states with expanding all rider education programs so that every
individual that desires to be properly trained can be.
The MRF was successful in obtaining language in the most
recent reauthorization of the federal highway bill otherwise
known as SAFETEA-LU, which was signed into law in August
of 2005 and takes effect in 2006. The language sets forth a grant
program that will make funds available to individual states for
implementing or improving rider education programs and
awareness campaigns. This victory is a first for motorcyclists
across the country, never before has Washington DC sent money
to the individual states specifically for on road motorcycle safety.
It has been shown that over 90% of all motorcycle fatalities are
of self educated riders, or riders that never enrolled in a
motorcycle rider education course. Educating motorists to see
motorcycle riders improves the safety of all road users, because a
motorist who does not see a motorcyclist will likely not see less
visible road users like bicyclists and pedestrians.
Another landmark victory for motorcycle safety in the federal
highway bill is the formation of an advisory council that will sit
in the Federal Highway Administrators office. The council will
advise the administrator on road, bridge and barrier design and
how the small signature of motorcyclists is taken into
consideration when designing our nation’s highway systems. The
MRF feels that is council will help avoid the further
implantation of non-motorcycle friendly design, ultimately
saving lives.

The MRF is also opposed the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s (NHTSA) approach
to motorcycle safety. NHTSA actively
promotes mandatory equipment in
order to access public roads and in turn
promotes safer crashing instead if
pursuing methods of avoiding the crash
altogether. By emphasizing and devoting funds to the promotion
of personal protective gear NHTSA fails to recognize that most
fatal crashes result from uneducated riders. Studies have shown
that protective gear does not always work in realistic on road
situations. The MRF does not believe the federal government
has any legitimate role in promoting or requiring that citizens
wear certain attire to access American roads.
The NHTSA lobby ban that prevents the administration from
entering states uninvited and lobbying for mandatory equipment
mandates is also an area that is constantly monitored to ensure
that the ban remains intact. The MRF position is that the federal
government should not use taxpayer dollars to lobby individual
states for any reason.
The MRF promotes tougher penalties for right of way
(ROW) violations that result in serious bodily harm or death of
motorcyclists. Often times motorcyclist are seriously injured or
even killed when a four wheeled motor vehicle makes a simple
right of way violation, leaving the motorcyclists dead and the
driver of the offending vehicle with a simple fine.
You can review all of the MRF’s efforts to promote safety on
American roads for all road users by visiting the NHTSA –
National Highway Transportation Safety Administration section
of this website.
2. Fight for motorcycle exemptions from
environmental Protection agency regulatory
restrictions.
As of 2006 new tail pipe emissions standards came into effect
for all model 2006 and later motorcycles operated on American
roads. These new standards have the potential to reshape the
entire landscape of American motorcycling, as we know it. With
the implementation of the new standards chances are the average
motorcycle owner will no longer be able to work on their own
vehicle, similar to what we have seen in the automobile sector.
The MRF is the only organization in the entire country that has
taken opposition to the EPA rules.
You can review all of the MRF’s efforts to fight the EPA’s
proposed regulations by visiting the EPA Proposed Emissions
Standards section of this website.
3.end the discrimination of motorcyclists when it
comes to health insurance.
The federal government regulates all employer- and unionprovided health care plans (with some important exceptions
involving state regulatory authority). Unfortunately, a Clinton

13

January/February 2019 The Freedom Writer

administration regulation in 2001, spurred by a provision in the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
(HIPAA), which prohibits the mandate of plan participation,
has resulted in discrimination against motorcyclists. In short,
insurers must extend health care participation to all employees,
but may refuse benefits to employees who injure themselves
while participating in any recreational activity. It is left up to
the employer to determine what is recreational and what is not.
Currently many self-insured employers are using this loophole
to deny benefits to employees who sustain any injury while on
their motorcycle. The MRF sees this as an outrageous form of
discrimination.
You can review all of the MRF’s efforts to rescue health care
for motorcyclists by visiting the Health Care Issues and HIPAA
section of this website.
4. Monitor federal legislation for any impact on the
motorcycling community at large.
The MRF has been extremely effective in the past in
protecting motorcyclist and the related lifestyle from any
adverse legislation. In the past Congress has tried to single out
motorcyclists as a problematic portion of the community. The
MRF has always and will continue to fight any and all
legislation that will directly affect the motorcyclists of America.
Some areas that are under constant monitoring are:

US PATRIOT act and how it can be
used to harass and detain law abiding
motorcyclists. The PATRIOT act,
passed just days after 9-11-01, is
intended to be used for capturing
and prosecuting groups or
individuals that commit acts of
terrorism or violence against
Americans on American soil.
The MRF is concerned that some
particular provisions may be used against the motorcycling
community. To date this has not happened, nevertheless, it
deserves continuous monitoring.
Anti Gang legislation, several pieces of legislation have been
introduced this congress that aim to strengthen prosecutors
tools to be used against organized gangs that commit multiple
acts of violence in concert with each other. While this
legislation has yet to be signed into law, The MRF feels strongly
that the sponsors of the legislation need to be informed of the
possible pitfalls of the language. More specifically, how it can
negatively impact law abiding motorcycle riders.
Intelligent transportation systems are becoming more and
more prevalent in our society. MRF works closely with the
developers and integrators of these new smart systems to insure
that motorcycle are considered.

The AMA Motorcycle Hall
of Fame inducted six new
members Friday evening
at the 2018 American
#Honda AMA Motorcycle
Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony at the Hilton
Columbus/Polaris,
including MotoGP World
Champion and American
Motorcyclist Association
Superbike Champion
Nicky Hayden.
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Senate Profiling Resolution Passes Unanimously
of motorcyclists because of our mode of transportation
or choice of attire is unacceptable. The personal
relationships, the tens of thousands of contacts, the
visits, and the highlighting of this issue as a top
priority during the MRF’s Bikers Inside the
Beltway speaks highly of our passion on this issue
and demonstrates our ability as grassroots lobbyists
to be effective on Capitol Hill.” Willard went on to
say, “It is important to note that this cause united the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation, our state motorcyclists’
rights organizations (SMROs), the National Council of Clubs
(NCOC), the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
and the Motorcycle Profiling Project (MPP), all of which
brought even greater attention to this critical issue. The
Motorcycle Riders Foundation would like to thank our 2018
MRF Legislative Champion, Senator Ron Johnson, and his staff
for the significant efforts they put into passing S. Res. 154.”
As you know, the MRF, along with the
SMROs, the motorcycle club community, and
Phone (202) 546-0983 www.mrf.org / mrfoffice@mrf.org
with individual riders across this country have
been advocating for a national solution to
address motorcycle profiling. With the help of
our champions on Capitol Hill, we have been
able to advance our bipartisan and bicameral
resolutions concerning the profiling of
Do something more to protect your rights!
motorcyclists.
JOIN AND SUPPORT MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION Russell Radke, MRF Sustaining Member
Annual Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . $30 3-Year Individual Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $80 Motorcycle Club Representative, said, “We are
Annual Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $50 3-Year Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $130 now one step closer to ending the attacks on our
Annual Sustaining Membership . . . . .$100 Sustaining Motorcycle Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 civil liberties from unconstitutional motorcyclist
profiling.”
New _______ Renewal (Member #_________________ )
REGISTER, VOTE The MRF is encouraged that we have begun
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE YOUR INFORMATION:
to address the concerns of the motorcycling
AND RIDE!
Name ______________________________________________
community, but we still have more work to do
Address ______________________________________________________________________ on this issue. We encourage the U.S. House of
City__________________________________State ____________Zip __________________ Representatives to join its colleagues in the U.S.
Phone ____________________________________________________________________ Senate and pass H. Res 318.

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is proud
to announce that the Motorcycle Profiling
Resolution (S. Res. 154) passed the U.S. Senate
with unanimous consent on Tuesday evening,
December 11, 2018. Over the past few weeks, the
MRF had many productive meetings on Capitol
Hill to further our objective of promoting
awareness of unfair profiling of motorcyclists across
the country. Our resolution’s co-sponsor, Senator Ron
Johnson (R-WI), has played an integral role in ensuring that
the issues of motorcyclists in this country were addressed in the
U.S. Senate.
MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard said upon learning
of the adoption of the resolution, “Passage of Senate Resolution
154 has been the Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s number one
legislative initiative in this current Congress. This act today by
the Senate is very important, as it recognizes that the profiling

Motorcycle Riders Foundation

E-mail Address __________________________________________________________
Check here if you would like to receive MRF Email alerts
Check here if you do not want to receive patches and pins
Are you a member of a state motorcyclist’s rights organization?
Yes

No If yes, name __________________________________________

Mail remittance to: Motorcycle Riders Foundation
2221 S. Clark Street, Arlington, VA 22202

CHARGE IT!

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
All information treated confidentially
Visa, MasterCard or AmEx
Referred by ____________________________
Card Number ____________________________ Date ____________________________________
MRF # __________________________________
Expiration Date__________________________
Exp. Date ______________________________
Signature Date __________________________
Member was given: Pin Patch Year
Rocker Newsletter
What issue? ____________________________

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the
federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as
motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned
with issues at the national and international levels that impact the
freedom and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is
committed to being a national advocate for the advancement of
motorcycling and its associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its
partners to help educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington
and beyond.
All Information contained in this release is copyrighted.
Reproduction permitted with attribution. Motorcycle Riders Foundation.
All rights reserved. Ride With The Leaders ™ by joining the MRF at
http://mrf.org/ or call (202) 546-0983
You are receiving this message because you opted in at
http://mrf.org/alerts/. ; If you choose to not receive these alerts moving
forward, please click the unsubscribe button or contact the office
at:MRFoffice@mrf.org
PLEASE NOTE: If you intend to forward this email, please remove
the unsubscribe link at the bottom of the page.
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ABATE of New York Membership Application
Name: ______________________________________________________

DOB____/____/_______

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________ State: ____________________ Zip: ____________
County: __________________________________________________ Phone: (________) ____________
Chapter Selected: ____________________________________________ or ____________Member-at-Large

SELECT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
YOU CAN ALSO APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE AT ABATENY.ORG/JOIN

Full Member $25

Life Membership

Includes memership packet, newsletter and
all benefits in accordance with State bylaws

Associate Member $20
Available only to additional members of Full
Member’s household (no newsletter).

Mail with remittance to:
Abate of NY
State Office
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134

0 - 5 years Membership $400
6 - 10 years Membership $300
11 - 15 years Membership $200
The Life Membership Program consists of a
one-time payment based on the number of
years the member has in the organization.
Beginning with their 25th year they are austomatically a Charter Life Member and dues
are waived.
In addition to all benefits of a full member,
the Life member will receive:
• A Life Member patch
• A distinctive Life Member card
• Yearly pins

Forever Membership $100

Forever Membership has been established at a one-time cost of $100,
and eligibility is limited to those who
were members of ABATE of New
York at time of death.
For further information, or to
memorialize an ABATE of New
York member through Forever
Membership, please contact t
he State Office Manager at
888-344-4400, or nysabateoffice@gmail.com

CHECK, VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
Card Number:__________________________________________ Expiration Date: __________________________

I agree to comply with ABATE of new York”s bylaws and promote motorcycle education, legislation and activities in accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.
Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________
I have a high-speed internet connection and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org

ARE YOU MOVING? Bulk Mail is not forwarded: please update your address
Mail this part of the form to: ABATE of New York, Inc., PO Box 1417, Northville, NY 12134

Name: ______________________________________________ Member # __________ Chapter: __________
Address: __________________________________________________ Date to take effect:__________________
City: __________________________________________________ State: ________ Zip:__________________
Phone: ________________________________________________ Email:______________________________
Other members in household who need to be updated:
Name: ______________________________________________ Member#______________________________
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Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________
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The abaTe newsletter “The Freedom Writer” advertising price sheet 2017-2018
Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and have it
delivered right to our members.
Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July, September
and November. Deadlines are December 1st for January issue, February 1st for
March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st for July issue, August 1st for
September issue and October 1st for November issue.
Supply your art work & text with this form. You can also e-mail to
nysabate@gmail.com. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare one for
you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics.
ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in
the best interest of our organization. All advertisement must be pre-paid,
please remit payment with form below.

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE Inc. Newsletter (The Freedom
Writer) and on Website (abateny.org)
NYS ABATE Inc reserves the right to reject any advertisement, either in our
newsletter or on our website, regarded as objectionable in wording or
appearance or against the aims of our organization. All advertisements are
accepted and published upon the representation that the agency and/or
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to publish the entire contents and the
subject matter of the advertisement. The agency and/or advertiser will indemnify
and hold the NYS ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or expense resulting from
claims or suits for defamation, libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or
copyright infringement, including but not limited to trademarks, trade names and
patents.

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER
AND EARN A

20%
COMMISSION!*
*Commissions will be paid out
quarterly. All ads must be paid prior
to running in the newsletter.

SALESMAN NAME____________________________________ CHAPTER NAME ______________________________
SEND AD FILE TO NYSABATE@GMAIL.COM
SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO:
NYS ABATE STATE OFFICE MANAGER

NYS ABATE
PO Box 1754
Latham, NY 12110
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ABATE of New York Inc.
2019 Officers
PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518) 365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Rima Cerrone
(518) 322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Tom Alton
(315) 342-2446
kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com

REGION A
COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585) 746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Prospector Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net
TREASURER
PO Box 1754
Latham, NY 12110
LEGISLATIVE
COORDINATOR
Gary Collier
(315) 269-6702 (day)
(315) 826-5284 (night)
gcollier@ntcnet.com
SARGEANT@ARMS
Mike Whitney
(518) 478-8235
mwharleyfan@aol.com

STATE OFFICE
MANAGER
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of NY,
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com
WEBMASTER
John Cholewa
(845) 705-6370
nomad2000@hvc.rr.com
TREASURY MANAGER
Rima Cerrone
(518) 346-2674
rimann@rocketmail.com
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REGION B
COORDINATOR
Michael Fuller
(518) 792-2845
mjmn4@msn.com
REGION C
COORDINATOR
REGION D
COORDINATOR
OPEN
REGION E
COORDINATOR
John Tichy
(207) 809-9766
usssbr@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
NYSABATE@gmail.com
Scan this QR code to go
directly to
http://abateny.org
Don’t know
how to use it?
Visit your
phone's app
store
(examples include the
Android Market, Apple
App Store, etc.) and
download a QR code
reader/scanner app.

If you or anyone you know
has been stopped at a
motorcycle-only roadblock
or harassed in any way by
law enforcement for
being on a motorcycle,
please contact
Prospector ASAP at
(518) 239-4560 to
make a formal
complaint to the
Attorney General's
office.

Forever Members

The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to
present another level of membership, designed to
memorialize members passed. The ABATE of New
York Forever Member will be memorialized through a
unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing
annual ABATE of New York pins. Forever Members’
names will be published in a special section of every
subsequent issue of The Freedom Writer and on the
ABATE of New York website. The card and certificate
are meant for the memorializing party to treasure,
pins perhaps to be saved or placed at the grave, and
the publication so all remember. Forever
Membership has been established at a one-time cost
of $100, and eligibility is limited to those who were
members of ABATE of New York at time of death.
For further information, or to memorialize an
ABATE of New York member through Forever
Membership, please contact the State Office Manager
at 888-344-4400.
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Sunday, March 24
MOTORCYCLE PARTS • ACCESSORIES
CLOTHING • TOOLS • MUCH MORE

10:00 am to 3:00 pm
NEW LOCATION!

CANANDAIGUA AMERICAN LEGION POST 256
454 Main Street, Canandaigua

Vendor Tables $25.00 each! Call Lynn Smith, (585) 733-9739 to reserve yours!
Sponsored by

Admission $5/person
Under 16 free
Food and Beverages Available
for Purchase
Memorial Wall for Fallen Bikers
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Saturday, January 26, 2018
Quality Inn & Suites
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NEW YORK STATE

TO
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All five primary officers of each
Chapter–President, Vice-President,
Treasurer, Secretary, and Legislative
Coordinator are expected to attend
the Swearing in of officers. Chapter
officers must attend the seminar to
receive their chapter’s charters!

8250 Park Rd. Batavia 14020
The Inn is 3/10th of a mile from the Batavia
Thruway Exit 48

To reserve your room for Friday,
January 25 at a special rate call
585-344-2100
$79.00+ for King and Double bedrooms
and $99.00+ for a Suite

CHAPTER
RAFFLES!

If you are planning on attending the seminar
please RSVP by January 9th!
Contact Jody Ferrara
(585) 746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com
Quality Inn & Suites
8250 Park Rd., batavia 14020
take the nyS thruway to exit 48 onto ny98 and continue onto Park Road.
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Bring a baske
t or saddleba
g of
goodies (ex:
NYS products)
th
highlight you
at
r county to e
nter in a
raffle! Don’t
forget to incl
ude a
copy of your
scheduled rid
es and
events! Draw
ings will be h
eld
during the se
minar.

