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What Is ABATE?
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for
profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and
interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image
of motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to stay acquainted with the issues and the
people of the motorcycling community.

Mike Grasby 585-728-5246 michaelg9898@yahoo.com
Public Relations
Open
Western Region A Coordinator
Shawn Fenner 585-370-4515 Elmo4fun@yahoo.com
Central Region B Coordinator
Open

We encourage all our members to be informed registered
voters. ABATE of New York, Inc. supports the Motorcycle
Riders Education classes currently being offered throughout
NYS. We welcome interested people to any of our activities
and to join our organization. All makes and models of motorcycles are welcome.

Cnic Region C Coordinator
Tom Alton 315-342-2446 kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com
Metro NY/LI Region D Coordinator
Open
Hudson Valley Mohawk Region E Coordinator
Dave Kipp 518-634-2943 crazydk6669@aol.com

Lighter counties have chapters.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of Brooklyn
P.O. Box 245064
Brooklyn, NY 11224

Niagara
PO Box 25,
Lockport, NY 14095

ABATE of Buffalo-Erie

North Ulster

PO Box 377

P.O. Box 13

Orchard Park, NY 14127

West Hurley, NY 12491

Cayuga Chapter
PO Box 74
Auburn, NY 13021

Oneida
PO Box 545

ABATE of Chautauqua
PO Box 572
Dunkirk, NY 14048

Onondaga
PO Box 11575
Syracuse, NY 13218

ABATE of Columbia
PO Box 227
Hudson, NY 12534

Ontario
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Cortland-Chenango
P.O. Box 245
Mc Graw, NY 13101

Orleans
PO Box 43
Medina, NY 14103-0043

Finger Lakes

Oswego
PO Box 133

Aims & Purposes
To review and inform members about federal, state, and
local levels of government motorcycle legislation and to promote
favorable motorcycle legislation.
To improve road conditions thus making roads safer for motorcyclists.
To help prevent accidents through education and public awareness.
To promote positive community relations.

P.O. Box 353
Hornell, NY 14843
Greene
P.O. Box 92
Leeds, NY 12451
Jefferson
P.O. Box 21
Clayton, NY 13624
Lewis
P.O. Box 245
Port Leyden, NY 13433

Holland Patent, NY 13354

To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.
To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and government
authorities, police departments, government agencies, insurance companies, and other organizations.
To report and discourage biased news reporting about motorcyclists.
To present and promote a better image of motorcycling.

To Have Liberty
You Must Have
Unity

Central Square, NY 13036

Dates To Remember

Southern Tier

PO Box 2441
Binghamton, NY 13902

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Material must be received no later than:

Tompkins
PO Box 6743, Ithaca,
NY 14851-6743
Wayne
PO Box 332
Ontario, NY 14519

Long Island
PO Box 1311
Riverhead, NY 11901
Monroe
PO Box 13277
Rochester, NY 14613

Dedicated to
Safety & Freedom
of the Road

December 1, 2008 for the January 2009 issue
Sorry, we can not print your material after the deadline. Late
submissions may be printed in the next issue, if applicable.

NEXT STATE CHAPTER MEETING DATE
February 15, 2009
Starting Time: 1:00 pm
Legion Post 80, 76 Main St.
Binghamton, NY 13905

Open to all ABATE of New York members.

ABATE OF NY STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Chris Werder
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
1-888-344-4400
cwerder@frontiernet.net

ABATE of New York
supports the rights of
ALL
Motorcyclists

AMERICAN BIKERS AIMED TOWARD EDUCATION
For information 1-888-344-4400

Page 4

www.abateny.org

Important ABATE of New York Issues
This the last issue of the Freedom Writer for 2008. The December 1st deadline is for the January 2009 issue.
NOVEMBER 15th meeting is the final nominations and election of the state board. If you are happy with the status
quo that’s fine. If you want to have a say on how this organization is run, have your chapter representative nominate you.

Send your 2009 events to John Cholewa, Email: nomad2000@hvc.rr.com.
September 21, 2008 Board Meeting was canceled do to lack quorum.
President, Secretary, Sgt At Arms, Region A and the Office Manager were planning to attend. The meeting was cancelled the day before determined
by an email poll of who would be attending.

Happy
Thanksgiving
Everyone

SPONSORS
ABATE OF NEW YORK SPONSORS

Become a Sponsor of ABATE of NY
Sponsors help us
Promote Motorcycle Safety,
Awareness, & Education

Roadkill AMSOIL Dealer
JT Tasker NILICO
Stan's Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Harley-Davidson of Suffolk, Inc.
Full Throttle Insurance Agency
Harley-Davidson of Jamestown, Inc.
Ithaca Harley-Davidson, Inc.
American Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Buffalo Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Rollin' Bones Motor Co., Inc. Custom Motorcycles +
Stones Snow Sleds Snowmobiles, helmets, Motorcycles

Sponsorship of ABATE of NY does not denote individual
membership in the organization, rather, it signifies the
Sponsor's desire to help further the goals and purposes
of ABATE of NY, and earns the Sponsor the public recognition of his/her generosity.
Interested clubs, businesses, organizations and/or individuals may apply for a $25 ABATE of NY Sponsorship
through their local ABATE of NY Chapter, or directly to
the ABATE of NY State Office:

ABATE of NY, Inc. State Office
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Thank You For Being a Sponsor
For information 1-888-344-4400

Toll Free Phone: 888 344 4400
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State Board
PRESIDENT
+I didn't realize that I'd be so prescient in my prediction of
the economic downturn, yet here we are as a nation.
Thankfully, there's not been any drastic membership downturn to match the tanking economy, so allow me to personally thank each and every one of you on behalf of your fellow membership for continuing to consider ABATE of
New York among those organizations deemed worthy of
your attention.
I'd also like to point the membership to the increasing number of ABATE Sponsors. The support of related business
toward achievement of our stated aims and purposes is appreciated, particularly in the face of the economic downturn, and speaks volumes for the faith of industry in our
goals. If you're able to, please stop in and say hello at one
of the Sponsors, and ask to see their Sponsor certificate if it
isn't already prominently displayed. Support from Sponsors further aids in our cause of protecting the rights of motorcyclists throughout New York State.
As I referenced last issue, ABATE of New York is currently addressing motorcycle-only roadblocks, HOV lanes,
HIPAA loopholes, dedicated safety fund raids, nonABATE MRO representation issues, membership concerns,
lax Chapter documentation issues, benefit enhancements,
and a host of local/state/national issues.

Amongst those myriad moto-issues we fight together, I'm
now also presented with a personal challenge, that being a
rival contender for the ABATE of New York presidency
which permits me to represent your interests. I'd not anticipated this until after the organization had survived its audit
and subordinate development.
Upon my assumption of the duties of President of ABATE
of New York in November 2005, I've strived solely to represent the interest of each and every member in issues relative to ABATE on whole, all the while guiding the organization to further legitimacy through accountability. With
your support, I'd like to continue to guide the organization
through its upcoming audit period as it develops and diversifies. Please consider this during the nomination/election
cycle.
I'll wrap up this issue's brief entry by admitting that the
change in my commute direction with the new job this past
January bit me in the ass for winter riding, so I've compensated. This winter will have me on three wheels, weather
be damned.
Thank you for your continued support and confidence.
Ride on.
Roadkill - President, ABATE of New York, Inc.

ABATE of New York • Promoting Motorcycle Safety, Awareness & Education

Stan’s Harley Davidson, Inc.

BEVERAGE COMPANY, INC.

4425 W. Saile Dr.
Batavia, NY 14020

Box 1035 1043 Co. Rt. 25 Oswego, NY 13126
(315) 343-5221 Fax (315) 343-9464
Daniel E. Dorsey President

Phone:
(585) 343-9598
Store Hours:
Mon. 9-6 Tues. 9-8 Wed. 9-8
Thurs. 9-8 Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4
Closed Sundays

Visit us online at:
www.stanshd.com

"Government is too big and too important to be left to the politicians."
For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Board
VICE PRESIDENT
I have just returned from "church". What I mean is I have
returned from Denver Colorado from the meeting of the
Minds Seminar held by the MRF (Motorcycle Rider's
Foundation). I feel completely refreshed, rejuvenated, and
ready to take on New York State Government once again!
The seminars I attended included membership retention,
how to create a lobby day, and a speed dating course which
involved several different subjects. The general sessions
were the most information I received in regards to our federal legislation, NHTSA, and what is happening in other
states and around the world.
I talked to several people about information on how to fight
New York State in regards to the $552,000 that was taken
from the motorcycle safety fund. I will be discussing this
plan of attack at our next state chapter meeting. I will say
this much, it will save us money and will hopefully get the
attention of our Governor quickly.
I hope you can attend this meeting to hear what I would
like New York State ABATE do as a plan of action. I know
there has been some mumblings of how the ABATE isn’t
doing anything about this or the motorcycle stops that have
been occurring in our state. I am here to tell you that is so
far from the truth! We have not given up at all on these two
battles and are going to continue fighting until we get what
we want which is non-discrimination and the money to run
an effective education program for motorcycle safety and
awareness.
Motorcycle "safety" stops are not the answer. A saying I
heard over and over again at the Meeting of the Minds is,
“Safety is not safe crashing but accident avoidance". We
need to repeat this over and over to our legislators”, The
Governors Highway Traffic Safety Board. They are under
the misconception that if they can have motorcycle stops to
stop us from hurting ourselves that they are doing us a favor. What they need to realize is that we need more educa-

LEGISLATION
At the Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s (MRF) Beast of the
East they reported there would be a new helmet regulation
by September of 2008. The regulation would make it impossible to use fake DOT stickers for novelty helmets.
There is an article and a portion of the new regulations that
has NOT been finalized starting on page 20 in this issue of
the Freedom Writer.

For information 1-888-344-4400

tion in schools and driving classes to help nonmotorcyclists realize that we are out here and how to stop
an accident from occurring in the first place. We don't need
more laws telling us what a safe helmet is; we need more
education on how to prevent the Yield right of way accidents that are occurring.
NHTSA has manipulated data for years to use against us
and the statistics that the media is using is based on this
"cherry picking" of data. it does not show all of the facts
and we as members of ABATE or any motorcycle rights
organization need to make the media and our government
realize that the statistics that are being used are extremely
biased. ABATE needs to educate the public on the true
facts, it is motorists who are distracted that are killing us,
not what we wear, what we ride, or even how we ride.
As you can see I am still very pumped up about getting
ABATE out there again in the public eye and I hope you
are all behind me. How can you do this from where you
are?
• Take this newsletter to a friend or business leave it there
for others to read;
• Talk to someone new that you see in a bike shop or on
the road;
• Go to a non motorcycle event with your ABATE trifolds
and signs and lets spread the word!
• Let's get our old and new members as riled up as I am;
• Ask your chapter legislation officer to go online gather
information about the bills that are being passed or may
be passed;
• Go to a bike event that may have different riders then
you are used to being with;
You would be surprised that no matter what you ride or
how you ride it there is a common link between us.... WE
LOVE TO RIDE!! Let's not lose this privilege of riding,
let's fight until we win!
Beth Gorman, VP

I am not accepting a nomination for Legislative Coordinator at the November meeting. Legislation takes a lot of time
writing letters and phone legislators and waiting for call
back, checking the Assembly and Senate websites frequently and send reports to chapter when there is changes
in legislation.
I am a chapter President and I need to more time working
on being a good President
Pam, LC
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State Board & Chapter Reports
SERGEANT AT ARMS
MICHAEL GRASBY
The weather is changing and the riding season is coming to
a close for some of us. I know that the last few days of
September I have seen many bikes on the road because you
never know what the next days will bring.
I would also think that many riders have thought about putting their ride up for the winter and by the time that this
newsletter comes out, many will already be put away.
I am sure that if you have been riding for some time, you
will know what to do and I do not have to tell you.
The only thing that I would like to say is please put your
bike away as safely as with the same safety you use to ride
in the many types of weather.
I have also been told that some are not going to put the bike

away due to the price of gas and plan to ride all winter.
Make sure that your insurance policy covers the all year
ride, since some have a layover period with lower coverage.
This may also be the time to talk to your insurance agent
about coverage for yourself as well as your passenger.
There has been a lot about the fact that your policy may not
cover you in an accident. Some companies automatically
write the policy with the coverage and some you have to
ask for it.
When I tipped my bike over and broke my leg a couple
years ago, my agent stated that I have no coverage, but if I
wanted to report the accident to the company I could. I did
and found that I had $5,000.00 coverage for myself and I
was very glad to have it since I did not have any out of
pocket expense.
Let’s all play it safe so we can have another good year of
riding in 2009.

and who is with us in our fight for freedom and rights. Our
elections will be in October this year and I am hoping that
the new chapter president and 2009 board will keep the
chapter up and running as myself and the presidents before
me did.

Greetings from Monroe Co. ABATE of NY
Just to let you all know this will be my last report in the
state newsletter, for a while at least........
I am stepping down after a straight 10 year run as an officer of Mon Co. ABATE. I started out as Sergeant At Arms
for my first year, then lead Sergeant At Arms for the next
two years after that. I then took on the responsibilities of
chapter VP for two years under president Brennon Miller,
and became chapter president and holding it for the last
five years. I also held two state positions in that time, state
Sergeant At Arms and Western District Coordinator.

I would also like to thank all that came to our annual
Hamlin Bike Show ! it was a great turn out and we had a
good time in spite of the afternoon showers. However
there were state police road blocks reported by our guests
that were arriving to our show.
Beth and George Gorman were on the case along with Sue
Long to get all the information they can from the folks that
got pulled over on there way to our bike show. Other than
that things were not to shabby in good old Monroe Co.

Its been a pretty busy 10 years for me so I will be furthering my related job education in HVAC / refrigeration, and
spending valuable time with my family & friends. You
haven't got rid of me yet I will still be one of the organizers at Skin & Steel and may be helping with other ABATE
events in Mon Co. and elsewhere in the state.

So in closing folks I would like to thank all of you that
supported me over the years, and I hope to see you all
soon on the road ! did I forget to mention that I plan on
doing more riding next year !!!!

That's enough about me, Monroe Co. chapter has been
having guest speakers at most of our monthly meetings.
Our chapter officers are making this happen so our membership can pick there brain and decide on who to vote for,

See ya then, and once again Thank you !
Michael J. Cavuoto,
ABATE of New York Inc., Monroe County President

"Not long ago, a couple hundred thousand Berliners made a lot of noise for my opponent.
I'll take the roar of 50,000 Harleys any day," McCain said.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Chapter Reports
A.B.A.T.E. of Onondaga

Wayne ABATE

October 1, 2008
Well, it’s been one hell of a season. Our events went off
like clockwork, when we were not at events, we were at
calling hours. We’ve lost a few of our seasoned brothers
that we will miss dearly. The older you get, the scarier it
gets – all of a sudden “heart attacks” and “cancer” are all
around you. Ya kinda think twice about taking care of
yourself just to prolong your stay on this one earth that we
have. On a good note – ABATE of Onondaga is still growing in Chapter members (as of 9/30/08 – 206), not bad, not
bad at all. By the time that you receive this, we will have
one remaining event – our Christmas Party/Toy Run, which
is on December 13th and 14th (Sat. & Sun.) Everyone welcome, always a great time. On behalf of ABATE of Onondaga County, we would like to wish ALL Chapters, ALL of
our Brothers and Sisters everywhere, a very healthy &
prosperous New Year 2009!
Here’s a little something to get through… It’s called a
“Biker’s Prayer” –
May the sun rise in front of me
The dawn follow behind me
And the wind follow me.
May the Angels guard my travels
For they know what’s ahead of me.
Keep me safe through rolling hills
And swirling turns.
Let the Eagle guide me to the Mountaintops.
Let the moon’s light guide me through the night.
LORD, thank you for letting me be a Biker. Amen.
Respectfully,

We have a new meeting place that we like very much. As
the majority of our members are from Ontario we moved
our meetings back to Ontario. We are now meeting at
Granskofski’s Family Restaurant and Tavern at 9:30 am.
We held our first nominations at our September meeting.
The nominations went very well I was happy to see new
people accept some positions. I hold too many positions in
the chapter and I plan on handing over some of those positions during the nominations in October and the one before
the elections in November. We have planned our events for
2009. We also discussed how to advertise our events better.
The chapter is a little concerned about changing the
ABATE of New York President right now. I told them I
thought Roadkill is doing an excellent job. More importantly while Roadkill has been president the board has been
weeding through all the stuff that is keeping ABATE of
New York from starting a subsidiary corporation that will
allow us to do more things. I don’t know if we should
change presidents in the middle of this. We could see products come back and other things that helped the chapter’s
make money. Wayne really needs that. Roadkill can be
rude at times but as the president of our corporation we are
making progress the chapters can’t see yet. I have been
lucky enough to be a chapter president and a board member
so I can share with my chapter what is happening and what
is going to happen.
The best thing I can say about Wayne ABATE is we work
together well because we all like each other. We’re blessed.
Pam Wright President of Wayne ABATE

Wild Bill and Terry

Historic

FRANK LOMBARDI & SONS, INC.
Staten Island Harley-Davidson

Seeber’s

AUTHORIZED
DEALER

Tavern

Sales - Service - Parts - Motorclothes - Accessories

“Good Booze At Good Prices”

Est. 1905 - One of America’s Oldest Family Owned Motorcycle Dealerships

Phone: 718-447-4009
Fax:
718-727-3507
442 Bay Street, Staten Island., N.Y. 10304

For information 1-888-344-4400

Main St., Smithville Flats, NY 13841-0027

www.Lombardi-HD.com
Michael Lombardi

Rooms
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Chapter Reports
MESSAGE FROM FINGER LAKES ABATE
It’s that time of the year to think of the coming of Fall and
Winter. We are talking about what to do for the holidays
and trying to come up with a fund raiser for our chapter.
We hope all chapters are doing well and send good holiday
wishes to all the ABATE Chapters and State Officers.
Our membership is staying at a pretty level pace. We have
gained some new members and lost some old members.
Many do not think about the two month grace period and
still think it is a three month grace period.
As we plan for a few fall rides, we should think about the
animals that are on the move and at this time it can be anytime of the day and night that we do most of our riding.
We should also think about the leaves that are falling, they

are nice to look at when they are on the trees, but when
they start to pile up on the road surface they may be wet
and slippery which could cause our tires to slip when we do
not want them too.
We should all think about the weather that does not cooperate like we want it to. Make sure you dress warm enough.
You can always take off a layer of clothes, but if you don’t
have enough layers it could be cold.
One of the other problems we will face is the same problem
that we face all year. Too many car drivers say that they
cannot see you on the bike. Let’s be sure to watch out for
the other guy, because they are not always watching out for
you.
Have a safe fall riding season and hopefully we will see all
of you again when the Spring riding season comes.

Go to Sturgis Bike Week Leave Your Pitbull At Home
Dear Brothers & Sisters In the Wind:
Heads up for those who love to pack it up for Sturgis as I
have on/off for almost 30 years. You will need to find a
dog-sitter for your pitbull dogs. Like our Forrest, banned
from Denver, Sturgis is now attempting to endorse Breed
Specific Legislation (http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/
spend-no-dollars-in-denver-colorado).
There will serious restrictions concerning our Pitty’s visiting Sturgis; our family members, whom protect our prized
possessions, our bikes, from danger or theft. Be aware it
will not stop with banning Pitbulls. Soon you WILL NOT
be allowed to bring any dog considered a part of the
“vicious breeds” to visit locations like Sturgis who endorse Breed Specific Legislation.
Let Sturgis Council members know how we as the
“tourist” of Sturgis Bike Week feel. Ban Sturgis, as we are
banning spending dollars in Denver Colorado until they
end Breed Specific Legislation. Enclosed below is the con-

tact information for Sturgis Council members to hear from
us, the motorcyclists who bring a wealth of dollars to these
small community each year. Maybe we'll have to find
somewhere our freedoms are not infringed upon.
“Sturgis Police Officer Branden Bestgen stressed that this
ordinance is not to ban pit bulls, but to prevent further incidents by forcing owners to ensure the public’s safety.
“The ordinance requires owners to register dogs within
city limits that fit the description of a pit bull as defined in
the ordinance. Owners must securely confine the animal
indoors, or in a secure, enclosed fence, pen or kennel.
When outside, the dog must be on a leash no longer than
four feet in an enclosed area, and may only be on a leash
outside the kennel area if the owner is in physical control
of it. Owners will be required to carry $250,000 of public
liability insurance, place a public sign on their property
stating the breed of the dog, and provide the animal control officer with identification photographs of the dog.”

I hope our wisdom will grow with our power, and teach us, that the less we use our power the
greater it will be. -- Thomas Jefferson on Government

For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of New York Pre-BOARD MEETING August 16, 2008
Roadkill called the meeting to order at Noon with the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken by the Secretary with 7 voting members
present (PRES, V-PRES, TREAS, SECTY, SGT-ARMS,
REG-A, REG-C)
Minutes of the previous meeting were called for Motion
#B81-08 was made by Michael with a 2nd to waive the
reading of the minutes and to accept as distributed. Unanimous
Correspondence:
Roadkill reported on a message he had received from Joe
Latino, a retiring attorney who is familiar with the court
system and interested in representation of motorcyclists in
various legal situations. He was asking if we might be in
need of an attorney who is familiar with motorcyclist’s
rights. Roadkill reminded all of us that our current attorney
practices corporate law. Roadkill has put a call into Proner
for incite from him but as yet has not received a return call.
There was much discussion on this subject. Per the Board,
Roadkill should contact him for a presentation to the Board
at the next available meeting.
Roadkill also received a letter from Raven in Niagara
Falls with a complaint about Niagara County Chapter.
Roadkill asked for details. This concerned Niagara Chapter
supplying riders to an event. Raven has not made any further contact with Roadkill.
Presidents Report:
Roadkill received information that the snowmobilers
situation with a loss of money from their account in the
NYS budget was not applicable to our situation. We have
also learned that the snowmobilers have received their
funding back. This was done by not replacing the money
into their fund, but by returning it in the form of a grant.
Regarding AMA District III President Larry Schwartz, no
apology has been issued. Roadkill will send a follow-up
letter. He did receive a call from Jeff Massey at the AMA
to say that Roadkill was right in the defense of George and
Monroe County ABATE. George feels that they should
apologize to Monroe County ABATE. George is willing to
drop it.
Prospector also tried to contact Region A Coordinator
Shawn Fenner by phone. He then e-mailed Shawn and accused Shawn of trying to oust him from the MRF. Shawn
replied that is wasn’t him, but someone else. Shawn followed all this up with an e-mail to Roadkill and Beth as an
FYI.

Binghamton, NY

information from our Representative keeping us informed
as to what is taking place within the MRF and the governmental process. We should be kept informed.
Vice Presidents Report:
Beth contacted the Pennysaver about placing an order for
bags to use a promotional material. She has yet to receive a
response back. There has been no order placed for the decal design, need pricing yet.
The contract for Pete is not finished as of yet. Pete is OK
with working without a contract for now.
Treasurers Report:
Pete requested a motion to pay bills.
Motion #B82-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to pay the
bills. Unanimous
Pete also mentioned that he will not be at next month’s
meeting, but he will forward a copy of his report to all of
the Board.
Pete has still not received financials from either Dutchess
or Putnam/Westchester. Roadkill will send letters to these
2 chapters informing them they will be dissolved due to
their not responding to the request from the State Treasurer
for their financial reports.
Public Relations:
Covered in the VP report.
Tom Alton has picked up the remainder of the yard signs.
Roadkill has an agreement for the 2 new banners.
Regional Reports:
Region A – Shawn will be giving a presentation at the NY
Highway Safety Conference in Syracuse to be held on
10/19-10/22 2008. The topic will be “Establishing a Local
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Program in Your Community”. He also plans on attending the “Motorcycle Safety:
Education, Enforcement and Facts” presentation. He will
cover this further at the State Chapter Meeting.
Region C – Tom everything nominal.
Region E – Dave - absent
Sergeant at Arms Report:
Nothing at this time.
State Office Managers Report:
Will give report at State Chapter Meeting
Committee Reports:
To be discussed at the State Chapter Meeting.
Motion to Adjourn – 1:00pm

George mentioned that the MRF has a shortage of people.
Roadkill is going to try to contact Bancroft, who is the assistant to our MRF Rep. Prospector. We are not getting the
For information 1-888-344-4400

Kathy A. Grasby
State Secretary
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STATE CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST, 16, 2008
Roadkill called the meeting to order at 1:20pm with the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion #M31-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to accept the
minutes from the last meeting as corrected by Kathy.
Unanimous
Roadkill asked for the roll call of Chapters: 13 present –
Buff-Erie, Chautauqua, Columbia, Finger Lakes, Jefferson,
Long Island, Monroe, North Ulster, Onondaga, Ontario,
Oswego, Southern Tier Correspondence:
& Tompkins. And 11 absent – Brooklyn, Cayuga, Cort/
Chen, Dutchess, Greene, Lewis, Niagara, Oneida, Orleans,
Put/West, & Wayne.
Correspondence:
Regarding AMA District III President Larry Schwartz’ inappropriate & highly disparaging public message on a Regional AMA board regarding the Monroe County ABATE
membership and certain individuals, though the post has
been removed and a phone call received from AMA VP of
Operations Jeff Massie, no apology has been issued by Mr.
Schwartz as demanded. Roadkill will send a follow-up
letter, again cc’ing the AMA hierarchy.
There has also been a letter sent to our attorney about the
missing ½ million dollars. There has been no response as
yet.
Roadkill reported on a message he had received from Joe
Latino, a retiring attorney who is familiar with the court
system and interested in representation of motorcyclists in
various legal situations. He was asking if we might be in
need of an attorney who is familiar with motorcyclist’s
rights. Per the Board, Roadkill should contact him for a
presentation to the Board at the next available meeting.
This is also an open invitation to all Chapters who may
know of an attorney who may be interested in providing the
same services. Onondaga Chapter stated they have an attorney now by the name of Ben Rabin, who is associated
with Alexander and Catalano.
Prospector has been able to get some riders from out of
state who are willing to testify in court about the road block
situation here in New York, but it would help if people
from New York would step forward. In regards to this
also, Oswego Chapter would also like any information on
whether any of the stops have been set up during charity
rides. If yes, please contact Oswego Chapter to pass information along to the ACLU. It was mentioned by one of the
members that he was contacted by Prospector about testifying, he stated that he would. Prospector has not been in
contact with this member since then.
For information 1-888-344-4400

Motion #M32-08 made by Pete with a 2nd that ABATE
reimburse ABATE members only who have realistic expenses for fuel to testify against the road block issue,
whether they received a ticket or not, with actual receipted
fuel receipt. Motion carried with 10 voting yes, and 3 voting no.
There was also a letter presented by Onondaga Chapter,
which they will be sending to NYS about the current roadblock situation. This letter was read during the meeting.
(See addendum #2 below).
Presidents Report:
Roadkill received information that the snowmobiler’s situation with a loss of money from their account in the NYS
budget was not applicable to our situation. We have also
learned that the snowmobilers have received their funding
back. This was done by not replacing the money into their
fund, but by returning it in the form of a grant.
It was reported that Prospector had tried to contact Region
A Coordinator Shawn Fenner by phone. He then e-mailed
Shawn and accused Shawn of trying to oust him from the
MRF. Shawn replied that it wasn’t him, but someone else.
Shawn followed all this up with an e-mail to Roadkill and
Beth as an FYI. George mentioned that the MRF has a
shortage of people. Roadkill is going to try to contact Bancroft, who is the assistant to our MRF Rep. Prospector. We
are not getting the information from our Representative
keeping us informed as to what is taking place within the
MRF and the government process. We should be kept informed.
Vice Presidents Report:
Beth stated that everyone had a great time at the State
Party.
Beth is also still working on getting us into the 501.C3
status as well as 501.C4. Beth stressed the importance of
receiving all financial statements on time; we need to be
more compliant so that we can become 501.C3.
Committees:
State Party was well attended; there were approximately
100 people this year. This is up from last year. We are
improving!!
Motion #M33-08 made by Shawn with 2nd do we want to
have a party next year for the state. Carried with 12 voting
yes and 1 abstain.
An invitation goes out to all Chapters to bring party location ideas, and a willingness to host the next State Party to
the next State Chapters Meeting.
Contract – the contract for Pete is not finished as of yet.
Pete is OK with working without a contract for now.
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State Seminar – Slider Gilmore will be there. This will be
a 2 day seminar, plan on being there on Sunday.
Products - Beth contacted the Pennysaver about placing an
order for bags to use as promotional material. She has yet
to receive a response back. There has been no order placed
for the decal design, need pricing yet.
Motion #34-08 made by George with a 2nd to take a 20
minute break. Unanimous
New Business:
Motion #35-08 was made by Roadkill with a 2nd calling
for the nomination of Board Officers for 2009. Unanimous

Also, the State of Wisconsin can give a ticket based on a
neighbor’s complaint of loud pipes. None of this has been
confirmed as of yet.
Unfinished Business:
Beth and George are going to the MRF Meeting of the
Minds in September they will be able to take donations for
the auction.
Roadkill mentioned that our usual annual donation of $1
per member (approx. $3000) presented to the MRF at the
Meeting of the Minds is a current item to address. A
lengthy group discussion followed regarding the benefit we
gain from ABATE’s relationship with the MRF.

The following people were nominated:
President Shawn Fenner
Vice President Beth Gorman
Treasurer Pete Smith
Secretary Kathy Grasby
Leg. Coordinator. (No nomination as of yet)
Sgt. @ Arms Michael Grasby
Public Relations (No nomination as of yet)
Region A George Gorman
Region C Tom Alton
Region E Gary Myers
Nominations closed.

Motion #M37-08 made by Corky with a 2nd that we donate $5000.00 to the MRF at the Meeting of the Minds.
Carried with 9 yes, 1 no and 1 abstain.
It was questioned as to about how much it will actually cost
us for the Meeting of the Minds, to send Pam. We do not
actually know, but we do pay for her lodging and fuel with
a paid receipt.

Treasurers Report:
Pete provided the Board with his usual report.
He stated that if we also become 501.C3 that this will make
his job a little more difficult. He feels that it might be prudent to have another person handle this on a trial basis. But
he would do it if necessary.
Pete still has not received financials from either Dutchess
or Putnam/Westchester. Roadkill will send letters to these
2 chapters informing them they will be dissolved due to
their not responding to the request from the State Treasurer
for their financial reports.
Motion #M36-08 made by George with a 2nd to accept the
Treasurers report. Unanimous
Legislative Report:
The Governor called State Legislature into session to lower
a 1 billion dollars of State Budget.
Jefferson Chapter reported that they had heard that the
Governor signed into law, that is would be illegal to bargain down a State Police written ticket. (Note: Tom from
Jefferson apologized and clarified this later, providing an
8/9/08 AP news clipping indicating that what actually occurred was Governor Paterson’s veto of a bill that would’ve

For information 1-888-344-4400

ended the ban on trooper plea bargains. While not quite
illegal, the practice is still no longer permissible, so Tom
wasn’t far off the mark.) Also, the State of Wisconsin can
give a ticket based on a neighbor’s complaint of loud pipes.
None of this has been confirmed as of yet.

Some of the members were looking to understand what the
issues are with Prospector that is causing problems. Responses from those present at the meeting included a general lack of communication to the members on what is going on with the MRF, a failure to return phone calls to
some, and a lack of satisfactory computer capabilities.
They were informed his lack of communication to the
members on what is going on with the MRF, and his lack
of returning phone calls, and computer capabilities.
We are allowed 1 MRF Representative, plus Assistants to
the MRF Rep. The Board issued an open invitation to all
chapters, that if they have anyone who would like to be
either an MRF Rep or an Assistant to the Rep. please let the
Board know. There is no limit to how many assistant’s we
can have.
All were informed to make sure you check your local and
state zoning laws before putting up your Bill Board signs.
Tom Alton has the lawn signs.
Region A:
The Region is doing well. There have been some issues
with Wayne, but Shawn is working with them. Shawn has
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Addendum #1

been invited to speak at the NYS Safety Council Convention hosted by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management
and Research Oct. 19th – 22nd 2008, in Syracuse, NY. He
will be making his presentation on Establishing a Local
Motorcycle Safety Awareness Program in Your Community. There is another presentation that Shawn is planning
on sitting in on. This is the Motorcycle Safety: Education
Enforcement and Facts. He would like to hear just what
they have to say about motorcycle education. Trucker offered to be there to help Shawn if he needed the support.
(Please see addendum #1 below.)

Addendum: At the State Chapters meeting, Shawn had related
that he thought the cost for attendance by others at the NYS
Safety Council Convention was highly restrictive; however,
Roadkill has determined that Day Tripper passes are only $50,
and will allow attendance at both Shawn’s presentation (Tuesday
10/21/08 3:30 – 4:30) AND the presentation by the New York
State Police (Tuesday 10/21/08 1:30 – 3:00). This presentation
“Motorcycle Safety: Education, Enforcement and Facts, The New
York State Police” will discuss the GTSC-funded motorcycle
enforcement and education program that includes conducting
motorcycle safety checkpoints in conjunction with aerial speed
details to increase enforcement of motorcycle safety violations
while mitigating police pursuits. (Specifically, this is the NYSP
ROADBLOCK issue which continues to be presented nationwide
at State Traffic Safety Conferences)… Presenters include
DANIEL LARKIN Sergeant NYSP and JIM HALVORSEN Sergeant NYSP. (Halvorsen is the creator of the power point slideshow of the NYSP Roadblock scenario.) Roadkill recommends
sending as many Day Trippers as you can on Tuesday 10/21/08.
Cost is only $50, and includes lunch and 2 breaks. Information,
including agenda and registration links, can be found at:

Region C:
Tom’s region is stable except for the weather. Oneida has
a Helmet Run planned, and Oswego has a run coming up
for Abused Children.
Region E: no report
Sgt. @ Arms:
Michael reported on an e-mail he had received from Dana
Young. This e-mail contained a list of which helmets did
not pass Federal Standards. This information came from
www.headsafe.com.
State Office Manager:
Chris provided Roadkill with comparison charts on membership to be given to each chapter.
Our current membership is at 2959, with 377 new members. Chris has also received 2 submissions for the Forever
Membership.
New Business Cont’d:
Onondaga Chapter spoke on wanting to bring the meetings
to the central area of New York, to the crossroads of commerce, here in Syracuse. There was much back and forth
discussion on this subject. Some chapters feel we should
move the meetings around between Binghamton and Syracuse. Onondaga still feels that Syracuse is more central.
Motion #M38-08 made by Corky with a 2nd to move all
the State Chapter Meetings after November 2008 to Syracuse. Motion defeated with the following roll call vote, 4
Yes, 5 No, and 3 Abstain. It was decided to bring this to
the next meeting for further discussion. All chapters need
to bring suggestions.
It was also brought up that Michigan now has No Fault Insurance for motorcycles. We all feel that we need this in
New York. This discussion was tabled until the next meeting. George also mentioned that at one time there was No
Fault Insurance in New York, until sometime in the 80’s.
Motion to adjourn at 4:30pm.

http://www.itsmr.org/NY%20Highway%20Safety%20Conference.htm

NYSP Sergeant Halverson’s PowerPoint presentation can be
found here:
http://www.lifesaversconference.org/handouts2008/Halvorsen.ppt

Addendum #2
June, 2008 This Message is from….
President of A.B.A.T.E. of Onondaga County Chapter
And Very Concerned Members and Officers
To Whom It May Concern:
We are A.B.A.T.E. (American Bikers Aimed Toward Education).
We are a not-for-profit organization focused primarily on safety
and educational programs as well as Legislative issues concerning Biker’s Rights and safety education.
In response to the crackdown on motorcycles and the riders in
regards to DOT helmets vs Non-DOT helmets, is NOT the issue
here. OUR issues, or complaints (if you will) is the fact that New
York State Police are conducting complete motorcycle inspections on the shoulder of very heavily traveled Interstates, with
tractor trailers, buses, cars and trucks going by at 65-70 M.P.H.
The State Police are creating a very dangerous situation here. It’s
only a matter of time before somebody is going to slam into the
pack killing everyone.
They claim (the State Police) are performing these inspections in
hopes to cut down on motorcycle accidents and deaths. But, in
reality, what the State Police are doing is putting officer’s lives in
jeopardy as well as ours. This is a situation that must be stopped!
Our other complaint to this is the fact that if they are going to
have roadside inspection for Motorcycles, then they have to have
safety inspections of ALL vehicles on the road. If not, then this
major Profiling!! And it cannot continue!
Slowly, but surely, our Biker’s Rights are being (or have already
been) violated. It has to STOP now! It used to be that you were
proud to be an all American United States citizen with rights and
now illegal immigrants have more rights than we do!!

Kathy Grasby State Secretary
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Monroe ABATE’s Hamlin Bike Show

Proud Supporter
A.B.A.T.E. of New York

Harley-Davidson/Buell of Utica
4870 Commercial Drive
New York Mills, NY 13417
Tel. 315.797.5570 Fax 315.797.4564

Gowanda Harley-Davidson
2535 Gowanda Zoar Rd. Gowanda, NY (716) 532-4584
www.gowandaharley.com

For information 1-888-344-4400

askus@hdutica.com
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Please add Super Show 2009 PDF

For information 1-888-344-4400

Page 16

www.abateny.org

Honda: Hybrid Motorcycle

Myrtle Beach, SC Rally Lawsuit

Oct. 3, 2008

Honda Motor Co. will start selling hybrid motorcycles as
early as the mid-2010s, and with smaller electric motorcycles coming out as early as 2011, the automaker has announced, according to the Mainichi Daily News in Mainichi, Japan.

Myrtle Beach to defend ordinances against challenge
Greenville Attorney Suzanne Coe filed a lawsuit Thursday
in the U.S. District Court in Florence to stop the city of
Myrtle Beach from enforcing three ordinances that target
motorcycle rallies.

Hybrid Motorcycles

The lawsuit didn't reach the court in time to prevent enforcement at the start of the fall rally, which began
Wednesday. But if federal Judge Terry Wooten issues a
temporary restraining order today, things could change.

The move is part of Honda's efforts to cope with rising
gasoline prices and global warming by applying its 4wheeled hybrid and battery technology to motorcycles, the
article says.
Adding a hybrid engine and battery to a motorcycle's traditional internal combustion engine was thought to present
too many engineering problems, not least that of size.
However, Honda believes that it can shrink a hybrid engine enough to be mounted on a motorcycle frame.
The hybrid motorbikes will be available in engine displacements between 200 and 1000cc, and, according to
Honda, will be 50 percent more fuel-efficient. Production
costs will be cut by using common components in both
hybrid cars and motorcycles.
Honda will also be producing a new line of electric scooters, and a successor to the Cub series motorbikes for commercial use, with an engine size of 50 to 125cc, according
to the report.
Though with a limited range - a smaller electric motorcycle will only be able to run about 30 kilometers (18.6
miles) on one charge - fuel costs will be smaller than that
of a gasoline motorcycle.

A sense of humor is part of the art of leadership, of
getting along with people, of getting things done.
Dwight D. Eisenhower

The First in Synthetics ®
SINCE 1972

ROBERT “BOBP” PIACENTE
AMSOIL AND ALTRUM AUTHORIZED DEALER
ZO# 1434872
47-37 245th Street
Douglaston, NY 11362
(917) 747-0662
piagent@nyc.rr.com
www.lubedealer.com/bobp

For information 1-888-344-4400

The lawsuit - filed on behalf of The Dog House Bar &
Grill, The Master's Club, Steel Horse Saloon, Club Kryptonite and myrtlebeachbikeweek.com, a site owned and
maintained by Sonny Copeland of North Carolina - argues
that enforcing the three ordinances that took effect immediately after the city passed 15 new rules two weeks ago
does irreparable harm to the businesses.
As of Thursday afternoon, the city had not been served
with the lawsuit, said spokesman Mark Kruea. He reiterated that the city will "vigorously defend itself."
Coe said some judges will issue restraining orders without
holding hearings but acknowledged it wasn't likely because there is no threat of immediate physical harm to anyone. She said she was waiting to hear from Wooten's secretary about whether a restraining order and injunction
would be issued and whether or when a hearing would be
scheduled.
This is the second lawsuit filed this week against the city
in the wake of the 15 ordinances recently approved to curb
the May motorcycle rallies: Harley-Davidson's Cruisin' the
Coast and Atlantic Beach Bikefest.
As the rallies grew, residents have complained about
noise, traffic, trash, lewd acts in public and reckless driving. This year, the council took measures to try and curtail
the events, which members say have simply grown too big
for the area.
The Motorcycle Law Group of North Carolina filed a lawsuit Monday challenging the city's right to create a local
helmet law and to enforce its amended noise ordinance.
Coe's lawsuit focuses on the three ordinances that took effect immediately after the city passed them: the amendment
to the city's noise ordinance that details noise standards to
which vehicles must adhere; the ordinance that declares
bike rallies and other unpermitted events to be nuisances;
and the ordinance that says the city can hold those who promote such events liable for any expenses the city incurs
when the events impact the city.
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The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present
another level of membership, designed to memorialize
members passed.
The ABATE of New York Forever Member will be
memorialized through a unique card and memorial
certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New
York pins. Forever Members' names will be published in a special section of every subsequent issue of
The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New York
website.

Forever Members

You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.

The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure, pins perhaps to be saved or
placed at the grave, and the publication so
all remember.

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt

Forever Membership has been established at a onetime cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at time
of death.
For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE
of New York member through Forever Membership,
please contact the State Office Manager at 888-3444400, or cwerder@frontiernet.net

2009 Meeting Dates
January: Seminar
February 21: Pre-Board & State Meetings
March 15: Board Meeting
April: Regional Meetings
May 17*: Pre-Board & State Meetings
June 21: Board Meeting
July: Regional Meetings
August 15: Pre-Board & State Meetings
September 20: Board Meeting
October: Regional Meetings
November 21: Pre-Board & State Meetings
December 20: Board Meeting
The May meeting is usually voted to be in Albany which
is why I have it on Sunday May 17.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Can You Move Your Vehicle to Another State?
by: Philip L. Frankel Esq.

You may not have given much thought about moving your vehicle to another state if you have two residences or
about taking it with you when you move, but there are some considerations you should know about. If you're
planning to move soon and purchase a car, you should particularly consider the tax consequences as well as
these other issues.
Some lessors, particularly smaller local companies, prohibit lessees from permanently moving the leased vehicle
to another state and most lessors prohibit taking the vehicle out of the country for more than 30 days. For people who purchase their vehicle, finance agreements rarely restrict permanently moving the vehicle out of state,
but usually prohibit taking the vehicle out of the country for more than 30 days.
If you have a leased vehicle and you have the right to move out of state, be sure to notify the lessor that you
have moved and be sure that the vehicle is properly titled and registered in the new state. If you have a loan on
your vehicle, you should do the same.
Of particular consideration, are tax implications. Some states have a sales tax and some states have a personal
property tax. Additionally, the taxes may be collected at different times, depending upon the state.
Some states collect certain taxes at the beginning of the lease, and other states collect these taxes during the
term of the lease. If you move from a state that collects all the sales taxes at the beginning of the lease to a
state that collects sales or use taxes during the course of the lease, you must pay additional sales or use taxes
on the vehicle in the second state. You will usually not get a credit for paying the taxes in the first state.
If you purchased the vehicle, some states such as New York will charge sales tax at the time of the sale. Other
states, in addition to collecting sales taxes on vehicles sold in the state, require payment of a personal property
tax (ad valorem tax) on vehicles moved into the state. You may have to pay sales tax on the vehicle when you
buy it and a personal property tax on the same vehicle when you move it to a another state.
If you have any questions you would like to submit for publication here, please send your question to ABATE @1800HURT911.com
Philip L. Frankel Esq. is an attorney representing people hurt in motorcycle accidents, construction accidents, and other accidents. The
foregoing is for informational purposes and should be considered advertising, not legal advice which should only be obtained by formally
contacting a lawyer to discuss your specific circumstances. Mr. Franckel is the founder of www.HURT911.org, www.HURT911Biker.com,
and owns and advertises 1-800-HURT-911. If you have been hurt in a motorcycle accident, construction accident, or any kind of accident, speak directly to Mr. Franckel at 1-800-HURT-911.

Our ABATE
VP, Beth, at
The Hamlin
Bike Show

Niagara Falls N.Y. Chapter
Harley Owners Group
PO Box 3069, Niagara Falls, NY 14304
Meetings 3rd Thursday of Month
8:00 PM
American Legion Post
6525 Ward Road
Sanborn, NY
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Proposed Helmet Regulations
I. Background
A. Overview of Motorcycle Safety Problem
B. Benefits of Motorcycle Helmets and Motorcycle Helmet Use Laws
C. Provisions of FMVSS No. 218 Addressed in Rulemaking
D. Current Enforceability Issues
1. State Motorcycle Helmet Use Laws
2. FMVSS No. 218
II. The Proposed Rule
A. Summary of Key Proposed Changes
1. Labeling Proposal to Reduce Misleading labeling of Novelty Helmets
2. Size Labeling and Location of the "DOT" Certification Label
3. Retention Test
4. Impact Attenuation Test
5. Helmet Conditioning Tolerances
B. Proposals to Aid Enforcement of State Motorcycle
Helmet Use Laws
1. Current Requirements for Certification Labeling
2. Proposed Upgrades to the Certification Labeling
Requirements
a) Application of a "DOT" Symbol Water Decal
b) Addition of Lettering Indicating the Manufacturer and the Helmet Model Designation.
c) Addition of the Word "Certified" Under the
"DOT" Symbol
d) Letters/Numbers
3. Alternatives Considered
a) Sewing the "DOT" Symbol to the Chinstrap
b) Molding or Embossing the "DOT" Symbol in
to the Helmet
c) Using a Hologram "DOT" Symbol
C. Size Labeling and Location of the "DOT" Certification
Label
1. Location of the Certification Label
2. Helmet Size Labeling Requirement
D. Retention System Quasi-Static Load Application Rate
E. Impact Attenuation Test Upgrades
1. The Impact Sites
a) Problems with "Identical Impacts"
b) NHTSA Proposal
c) Rational for 1.9 cm (3/4 inch) Tolerance
2. Impact Attenuation Test Speed
a) Current Impact Attenuation Test Procedures
b) Concerns Regarding Current Test Procedures
c) Rational for Impact Attenuation Speed Tolerance Level
d) Alternative Test Methods Examined
F. Tolerances for Helmet Conditioning Specifications
G. Correction of Figures 7 and 8
For information 1-888-344-4400

H. Update SAE Reference to J211
III. Effective Date
IV. Benefits/Costs
V. Public Participation
VI. Rulemaking Analyses and Notices
Notes: page 50: V1. Rulemaking Analyses and Notices Executive Order 12866 and DOT Regularly Policies and Procedures; This rulemaking action would amend Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard N) 218 to improve enforceability and help reduce the use of novelty helmets.
Cost page 51: The agency estimates that the cost of the labeling requirement would not exceed $0.02 per helmet."
"As complaint helmets are frequently more expensive than
novelty helmets, this could result in a cost to those consumers who make the switch of approximately $45 per helmet.
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards; Motorcycle Helmets Docket No. NHTSA-2008-0157
This is the Table of Contents of the sixty-six page proposed helmet regulations. You can read it the whole document on our website under legislation.
Reading through the table of contents gives you an idea of
what they want to do. New DOT labels that can’t be removed. There will be information on the label unlike the
easily obtain labels for novelty helmets. They also want to
change how the helmet is tested.
A Water Decal: This is a DOT sticker under a layer of
clear coating.
Changing helmet regulations is part of the lowering motorcycle fatalities campaign by making easy to spot illegal
helmets.
From the information in the notes above they are estimating a helmet cost at $45 dollars the cost to us if we had to
buy new helmets. I did quick search of 4 random websites
to check helmet prices. I found full face helmets from
$116.99 to$446.31 and shorty helmets between $67.99 to
$163.99. 3/4 helmets were the cheapest at $47.95 to
$69.95. If I understood it correctly only those who have
novelty helmets will be effected by these changes.
There are two articles on the next page about the new helmet regulations.
Pam Wright
State Legislation Co.
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Proposed Helmet Regulations
MRF Report Washington Update

What is troubling about the proposal is the underlying
theme of "safer crashing". We at the MRF believe that it is
best to focus on crash prevention instead of injury mitigation. Helmets do not prevent crashes, educated riders and
motorists do.

NHTSA Proposes New Helmet Standards

In a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) earlier this
week, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) set forth its proposal to modify the current
safety standard for helmets, Federal Motor VehiIt's true that motorcycle fatalities are near
cle Safety Standard 218 (FMVSS 218). The prohistoric levels, but so are new unit sales
Helmets
posal focuses mostly on the least important part of
and registrations. With the soaring price
any helmet, the DOT label. The NPRM outlines
do not prevent
of fuel, expect that to continue for the
what NHTSA would like to see on the back of
crashes,
foreseeable future.
your helmet. A new label to replace the current
educated
riders
football shaped sticker with the letters DOT
So what does NHTSA expect this proand
printed in a contrasting color to the background.
posal to do in the real world? Let us refer
NHTSA claims that due to entities printing and
motorists do.
to some of NHTSA's own numbers from
selling "Doing Our Thing" that closely resembles
the proposal. First since this only really
the DOT sticker the federal standard has been
affects the 20 mandatory universal helmet
undermined and needs an upgrade to a bigger better
law
states
and
the
District of Columbia where according to
sticker.
NHTSA's numbers 15 percent of the riders in those jurisdictions use "novelty" helmets that don't meet the current
The changes the proposal outlines will require including
FMVSS 218. Reading further NHTSA says that this prothe word "certified", the manufacturer's name, and the
posal, if enacted, would realistically reach 5 percent of the
model of the helmet. The proposal also calls for the sticker
15 percent of riders who now use "novelty" helmets in
to be larger and placed higher up from the bottom of the
universal helmet law states.
helmet. The new sticker has one other change, it's not a
sticker. The NPRM calls for the new label to be a "water
Using NHTSA's method of guessing at helmet effectivedecal" to be applied under the helmet's final clear coat.
ness, that amounts to about 17-32 lives a year. Now we
can certainly all agree that any life saved is a huge success,
A few problems arise with this portion of the proposal.
but the original reason for this proposal was to bring down
What about helmets that don't have a clear coat such as
fatalities significantly. The low double digit decreases
leather clad or the popular matte finish? What about the
don't really dip the numbers down enough to make this
cost to manufacturing, which will certainly be higher than
necessary. Again, all life is precious but with government
the government estimates? Lastly, how does this affect the
resources running on empty, The MRF believes this is
30 helmet choice law states? The answer to that one is, it
time and money better spent on motorcycle safety prodoesn't - other than the fact that when you choose to wear
grams that focus on avoidance of the crash.
a helmet it would have to be DOT certified.
NHTSA also called for some changes to the testing of helmets. None of the changes provide for a more real world
condition, just adjusting some of the allowable ranges for
helmet puncture and retention.

The MRF encourages you to provide your own public
comment to this NPRM.
www.mrf.org

Novelty helmets are squarely in the sights of the U.S.
Transportation Secretary as she announces a new measure
to stem the tide of growing motorcycle fatalities.

"Novelty helmets do little to protect riders during an accident," Secretary Peters said. "This proposal will make it
easier for riders to know in advance whether the helmet
they buy will keep them safe."

New rules proposed today will improve motorcycle safety
by making it easier for riders to identify and use effective
helmets, instead of unsafe "novelty helmets, announced
U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters. The proposal
will also make it harder for riders to use novelty helmets in
states that require DOT-certified helmets, she said.

The proposal would amend the agency's current motorcycle
helmet safety rules to require manufacturers to place a larger, tamper-proof DOT label on the back of certified helmets. The new labels will make it harder for vendors to
remove the labels on safe helmets and affix them to the
unsafe novelty helmets.

Aimed At Novelty Helmets

For information 1-888-344-4400
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(Aimed at Novelty Helmets Continued from page 21)

The proposed rule would also strengthen the tests helmets
must go through to receive DOT certification, including
updated tests on how the helmets hold up during impact,
whether objects can penetrate the helmet and how well the
helmet stays in place during a crash. Recent tests of novelty
helmets which are not DOT certified showed they fail to
meet current DOT performance tests.
"As our testing has shown, these "novelty" helmets do not
have the energy absorbing capacity to protect a rider in a
highway crash," said David Kelly, Acting NHTSA Administrator. "A DOT-certified and labeled helmet, as proposed
today, will help consumers make more knowledgeable decisions when purchasing a helmet."

The proposed rule announced today will help mitigate the
yearly increases in motorcycle fatalities and injuries that
have plagued the nation for nearly a decade, Secretary Peters said. Fatalities have more than doubled since 1997-increasing by 144 percent. Yet new data indicate that
nearly one in five motorcycle riders in states with helmet
laws wear a non-compliant helmet.
In 2006, helmets saved an estimated 1,658 lives. If everyone worn a helmet, an additional 752 lives would have
been saved, the Secretary said. During the same year, 4,837
motorcyclists were killed; of those, more than 40 percent
weren't wearing helmets, she said.
Once published in the Federal Register, the agency will
seek public comment for 60 days.

You may not like what they say but you can’t form a case against it unless you know what they’re saying.
~Anonymous

It is no dishonor to be in a minority in the cause of liberty and virtue. -- Sam Adams

1/2 page Cenzi Ad PDF

For information 1-888-344-4400
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U.S. TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY MARY E. PETERS PROPOSES NEW SAFETY RULES FOR MOTORCYCLE HELMETS
WASHINGTON – New rules proposed today will improve
motorcycle safety by making it easier for riders to identify
and use effective helmets, instead of unsafe “novelty helmets, announced U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary E.
Peters. The proposal will also make it harder for riders to
use novelty helmets in states that require DOT-certified helmets, she said. ...
“As our testing has shown, these ‘novelty’ helmets do not
have the energy absorbing capacity to protect a rider in a
highway crash,” said David Kelly, Acting NHTSA Administrator. “A DOT-certified and labeled helmet, as proposed
today, will help consumers make more knowledgeable decisions when purchasing a helmet.”
The proposed rule announced today will help mitigate the
yearly increases in motorcycle fatalities and injuries that
have plagued the nation for nearly a decade, Secretary Peters said. Fatalities have more than doubled since 1997-increasing by 144 percent. Yet new data indicate that nearly
one in five motorcycle riders in states with helmet laws
wear a non-compliant helmet.
For information 1-888-344-4400

In 2006, helmets saved an estimated 1,658 lives. If everyone
worn a helmet, an additional 752 lives would have been
saved, the Secretary said. During the same year, 4,837 motorcyclists were killed; of those, more than 40 percent weren’t wearing helmets, she said.
Note: This is only part of the article from September 29 as
we have other articles on proposed helmet regulations.

Comment about US Secretary Mary E. Peters
I think her most beneficial statement to us was (During
the same year, 4,837 motorcyclists were killed; of those,
more than 40 percent weren't wearing helmets, she
said.). If 40% of the fatalities were not wearing helmets
then that means that 60% of the fatalities were already
wearing helmets and they died anyway!!! Looks to me like
you are 20% safer not wearing their protective head
gear!!!
Ron Troia
Connecticut
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Iron Block Harley-Davidson
Route 81 Exit 42

17890 Goodnough St.
Adams Center, NY 13606
(315) 583-6177
www.ironblock.com

Forking by Frank
FRANK’S
MAINTENANCE & ENGINEERING, INC.
Replacement fork tubes
for most motorcycles.
Stock, over or under.

945 PITNER AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60202
847-475-1003

There's nothing wrong with having nothing to say -- unless
you insist on saying it. -- Anonymous

Upcoming events:
Oct 3rd—Fall Fashion Show
Oct 18th—Demo Day

Ninety percent of the game is half mental. -- Yogi Berra

From the Editor
In the last 3 months someone I
loved died, people I adore got
married, and a baby was born.

WORK FOR YOURSELF

Just how life is suppose to be.

McKenna Grace Folts
4 lbs.1oz 17.5 inches long
She’s already protesting. A future ABATE Member?

Reps Needed

Territories Open

Contact Us for Info:
716-725-2745
hardtalesmag@aol.com
For information 1-888-344-4400
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John Malyj
President

Geneva Harley-Davidson
Sales & Service, Inc.
1103 Routes 5 & 20
Geneva, NY 14456

Phone (315) 789-7976
Fax (315) 789-3720

Upcoming Events:
Sep 13th - Open House - See the 2009 models, demo rides

368 W RIDGE RD
ROCHESTER N.Y. 14615
585-482-7260
HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF JAMESTOWN, Inc
MOTORCYCLE SALES
PARTS AND SERVICE

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLE
CLOTHING AND APPAREL NEEDS

2950 N. MAIN ST. EXT.
JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
PHONE (716) 484-0113
FAX (716) 484-2322
www.jamestownharley.com

BRIAN D. REID
Sales Manager
hdj@netsync.net

www.extremebikerleather.com

To All Our Advertisers: Thank You for Advertising in the Freedom Writer

ATTORNEYS WHO RIDE KNOW

KANTOR & GODWIN
5800 MAIN STREET
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221
716-626-0404
www.kantorgodwin.com

KANTOR & GODWIN
Motorcycle Accident Attorneys

STEVEN L. KANTOR
ABATE MEMBER

TRUST OUR EXPERIENCE, WE GET RESULTS!
For information 1-888-344-4400
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MRF Report:

The US House passed the Health
Insurance Restrictions and Limitations Act of 2008 (HR 6908) last
week. This bill, as previously reported by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), would
force insurance providers to disclose upfront, in writing,
any activity they are unwilling to provide full payment for
an injury sustained while participating in said activity.
Currently the insurance providers need only refer to the
federal loophole known as the "source of injury exclusion
provision" to limit payment for any injury based on the
source of the injury.
The bill passed with unanimous consent by the US House
and is now being considered by the US Senate Committee
on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP). The

Senate has passed legislation that was farther reaching than
HR 6809 in a previous Congress so the outlook remains
bright but time is running short. The MRF will keep you
informed on this important issue.

Motorcycle Riders Foundation
236 Massachusetts Ave. NE
Suite 510
Washington, DC 20002-4980
202-546-0983 (voice)
202-546-0986 (fax)
http://www.mrf.org (website)

Did you miss the
Meeting of the Minds
in Cedar Rapids? You
can download PowerPoint presentations
and more follow the
link:

http://www.inbradio.com/media/archives/mrf/motm2007.html

The MRF is our eyes and ears in Washington, DC.

WEIRD NEWS: BIKER KILLED FOR HAULING
HAMBURGER ON HIS HOG
Luckily, most bikers do not have to worry about being
mobbed and killed over carrying some hamburger on
their bike, but in India it is a different story.
An angry mob lynched a man in an Uttar Pradesh
village in May on suspicion that he was transporting
cow meat on his motorcycle, a police officer told
Thaindian newspaper.
Riding a motorcycle in different countries carries different risks, but it appears that in India, surviving a
bike accident is nothing compared to residents finding
out that you are carrying cow meat, which is sacred.
This type of incident shows that you should always
research the laws or religious practices before you go
biking around in other countries. (NCOM News BYTES)
QUOTABLE QUOTE:
“A government big enough to give you everything you
want, is big enough to take away everything you
have.”
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) Patriot
and 3rd President of the United States
For information 1-888-344-4400

5 NEW YORK LOCATIONS
217 Rt. 32 North
New Platz, NY 12561

141 Remson Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

4208 Union Road.
Buffalo, NY 14225
Ph:1-800-635-1383
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320 West Rt.#59
Central Nyack, NY

Town Line Plaza
3047 W. Henrietta rd.
Rochester, NY 14616

www.abateny.org

GTSCSafetyMattersFall.PDF
Goes here

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Electrical Clothing
The first electric motorcycle vests made an appearance in
1971. But they are yet to become a rage because most riders suffer from electrocution fears. They would rather brave
the cold than put on electrical clothing. This is a most unfortunate psychology. The riders must realize that the electrical clothing is wired by 12-volt charge. It is not strong
enough to give them a shock, far less a fatal one.

There is nothing wrong in such an attitude. You can surely
avoid electrical clothing if you feel that your body is strong
enough to resist even the bitterest cold weather. However,
you must remember that electrical clothing can surely improve your riding experience by keeping your torso warm.

There are some riders who fear that the electrical apparel
will drain away too much amperage. This too is a misconception because electrical apparel uses too little power to
affect any of the normal motorcycle functions.

Today, manufacturers not only sell electrical vests but also
jackets that have an electrical lining on the sleeves and the
inside. The heat generated by such clothing increases the
body temperature not only in the torso region where the
vital organs are located but also keeps the fingers and toes
warm.

These two are the main reasons why most riders avoid using electrical apparel. But there are some who take pride in
their physical well being. To them it is an anathema to wear
artificially heated clothes. They love to ride out in the cold
in normal winter wear.

Almost every rider knows how difficult it is to control a
bike once the fingers go numb. Even the best of winter
gloves can't stop the chill creeping into the fingers, and
slowing down a rider's responses. This is where electrical
clothing can prove very useful.
A good practice when wearing electrical vests is to wear it
on top of a full-sleeved cotton shirt. This will ensure that
the electrical vest does not touch the body. Also, the heat
that is generated is retained by the cotton liner, and does
not get dissipated.
The only danger of electrical clothing is that you may get
too used to it. Even in moderate conditions you would like
to put on your electrical vest. This is not a good practice.
Like warm clothes, electrical clothing should be used to
ward off cold. The body should not be made dependent on
artificial heat sources.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Avoiding Excessive or Uneven Front Tire Wear
All rubber tires wear down over time, whether they're on a
motorcycle or automobile. However, you want to watch out
for uneven or excessive wear, both of which can cause serious problems for motorcycle riders. If you pay attention to
the following causes of excessive and uneven wear, you
will extend the life of your tires and keep yourself safe:
1. Improper Tire Pressure - We have all heard about the
importance of maintaining proper tire pressure at all times.
Improper air pressure in your tire is a big reason for many
tire problems and failures. Be sure your tires have the recommended pressure in them at all times.
2. Humped Roads -- Most roads are "humped" slightly in
the middle or banked away from the center to allow rain
and water to drain off. However, this hump can have a dramatic effect on one side of your motorcycle's front tire because the side of the tire closer to the center of the road will
wear faster. There's not much you can do about this, and it
can become very visible if you ride a lot. So be aware of
this phenomenon and check the left side of your front tire
often.
3. Disproportionate Cupping -- Cupping is a normal phenomenon on rubber tires that occurs when the brakes are
applied. However, excessive use of the front brake can produce disproportionate cupping, when one side of the tire is
more cupped than the other. Using the front brake will
naturally put more pressure and force on the front tire to
make it stop, thereby using up more rubber.

Motorcycle Lemon Law in NY

By: Jeff Sinason
4. Wheel Alignment - While this problem is not as common
on motorcycles as it is on cars, it causes uneven tire wear.
Any number of things can cause wheel misalignment on
motorcycles, including getting into a fender bender, riding
over potholes, jumping over sidewalks and curbs, etc. It is a
good idea to have your wheel alignment checked out at
least once a year to make sure that a misalignment isn't unevenly wearing your front tire.
5. Shock Absorbers -- A bad shock absorber can wreak
havoc on the handling of your bike and promotes uneven
front tire wear. So make sure your shocks are in good
shape.
6. Improper Loading -- The final major problem to keep in
mind is improper loading of your bike, which causes your
front tire to wear unevenly. Proper weight distribution is
essential to being able to handle and steer your bike safely.
Loading down one side of your saddlebag with tools or
equipment can keep you from riding as vertically as possible, creating uneven tire wear.
So check your tires frequently, and keep these causes in
mind if you begin noticing excessive or uneven front tire
wear. Having the knowledge and taking the proper precautions will not only make you a safer rider but will prolong
the life of your bike's tires.
Jeff Sinason aka Tools - is the owner Bikerwares.com. Being an avid biker, he spends most of his time working on
his web site and touring the country.

Cannot have problems associated with any modifications that you made.

New York has one of the most comprehensive Lemon Laws in the country. Under New York
Lemon Law, new motorcycles are covered.
Motorcycles covered by New York’s new car Lemon Law must meet four conditions:
The vehicle was covered by the manufacturer’s warranty at the time of original delivery; and
The vehicle was purchased, leased, or transferred within 18,000 miles or two years from the date
of original delivery, whichever comes first; and
The vehicle was purchased, leased, or transferred in New York State or is presently registered in
New York State; and
The vehicle is primarily for personal use (more than 50% of the time).
In order to be considered a “lemon,” the vehicle must meet the following requirements:
• Does not conform to the manufacturer’s express warranty
• Has substantial defects affecting the use, safety or value of the vehicle
• Has manufacturer’s defects that occurred during the first two years from the original owner’s delivery date or the first
18,000 miles on the odometer (whichever period ends first)
• Has been taken in four times for the same problem or if it has been out of service for 30 days due to repairs for one or
more problems
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Links That Might Come Handy
New York State Assembly Bill Information

Dept. of Motor Vehicles

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/

http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us

New York State Senate

Motorcycle Lemon Law
http://www.lemonjustice.com/lemon-law/
NY_Motorcycle_lemon_law.php

http://www.senate.state.ny.us/
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

http://www.mrf.org
Senator Clinton's Website
http://clinton.senate.gov/
Senator Schumer's Website
http://schumer.senate.gov/
NY Bill Status Hotline
800-342-9860

Injury Control and Statistics
http://www.injurycontrol.com/icrin/#index
The White House
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
Thomas:
http://thomas.loc.gov/
Motorcycle Safety Foundation
http://msf-usa.org/

American Motorcyclists Association

http://www.ama-cycle.org/
NYS Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle Association http://

www.nysorva.org/

For information 1-888-344-4400

Biker Accident Survivor Forum
http://www.bacsuv.com/
Share The Road: Free to Use
http://www.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/
McycleSafetyplanner2007/index.html
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FLATHEADS
to
TWIN CAMS

SUFFOLK COUNTY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Long Island’s Oldest Dealer Since 1960

4020 Sunrise Highway
Oakdale, New York 11769

Custom Bikes Built to Order ● Stock/
Aftermarket Replacement Parts ● Repair/
Service by Factory trained staff ● Riding apparel/Helmets/Leather

ROLLIN’ BONES MOTOR CO., INC.

www.hdsuffolk.com

536 Old Front St., Binghamton, NY 13905 Exit 5 off NY Rte. 81 N/S
607-773-1340 ● rollinbonesmotorco@netzero.com

631-244-9000
Fax: 631-244-0521

www.rollinbones.com

ED STEWART

ATV
Motorcycles
Snowmobiles

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.
949 Route 28
Kingston, New York 12401

Stone’s Snow Sled
Tel. 315-483-4329 or 315-331-2053
Fax 315-483-4585
www.stonessnowsleds.com

845.338.2800 phone
845.338.9497 fax

4386 Maple Ridge Road
Newark, NY 14513

visit our website at
www.woodstockharley.com

Sales
Service
Parts
Motorclothes

EASTERN HARLEYDAVIDSON & BUELL
1570 OLD COUNTRY RD. (ROUTE 58)
RIVERHEAD, L.I., NEW YORK 11901

[TEL] 631.727.4700

ITHACA HARLEY-DAVIDSON, INC.

[FAX] 631.727.5932

6033 Rt. 13, CAYUTA, NY 14824
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. Sat. 8-3
Phone 607-594-3536 Fax 607-594-3009 www.ithacah-d.com

I'm a great believer in luck and I find the harder I work, the more I have of it. Thomas Jefferson
For information 1-888-344-4400
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NY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008
Send your events to John Cholewa, type the information and send a flyer if you have one.

E-mail events to: nomad2000@hvc.rr.com
For the latest, most up to date version of the calendar, go to our web page: www.abateny.org/events.htm

November 8 ABATE of Lewis County - Chicken Bar-b-q (proceeds will go purchase
Christmas gifts for area families) For more information contact Kristen Peebles at 315-348-5132, or
email rushlee1@citlink.net
November 8 ABATE of Oneida County will sponsor a Fallen Brothers/Vets Run.
Time and place TBD. Contact Kris at 315-299-7164 or khric@twcny.rr.com or Butch at
315-942-3478 or eoconnor@twcny.rr.com
November 29 ABATE of Monroe County - Christmas Fundraiser
For more information call 585-234-0895 or visit http://www.ABATEnyMonroe.org
December 13 ABATE of Wayne County - Wayne ABATE’s Christmas Party Cherry Lanes Bowling Alley,
6742 Maple Ave., Sodus, NY, Bring a dish to pass. Info: Email: waynenews@verizon.net
December 13 ABATE of Lewis County - Christmas Party
For more information contact Kristen Peebles at 315-348-5132, or email rushlee1@citlink.net
December 13 ABATE of Oneida County - Christmas Party
Contact Lisa at 315-796-7967 or 796-3939 or stevenlisa169@msn.com
December 13 - 14 ABATE of Onondaga County - Christmas Party/Toy Run
Discount at the door with toy--fun/food/music!! - Loop Grill, 1114 Wolf St., Syracuse, NY,
Contact info (315) 455-1073 - Toy Run on Sunday (next day) - Leaves Loop at 2:00 PM Toys that are collected will go to needy children in the Syracuse area.
"LET THOSE THAT RIDE DECIDE"

June 26 - 28 Thousand Islands River Run 2009 - 3rd Annual Motorcycle Rally
Vendors, Tattoo Contests, Block Dances, Custom Bike Show, Dyno Machine, Poker Run, and more
August 14 - 16

Niagara Hartland & JEM's Apparel Presents "Thunder at the Hartland"

Aug 14 - 16, 2009. Gasport NY
Live Music, bike games, vendors and more. This is an over 21 event. Primitive camping is
free with limited Full Hookups at extra cost, book them early. Early Bird reg is to Jan 1st
$25 then $30.per person. For more info call 716-795-3812 / 1-800-571-4829. For vendor
info call JEM's Apparel at 716-940-7139. www.niagarahartlandrv.com

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Wayne ABATE’s
Highway to Hell Run
October 4, 2008
Jim Wright
Pat “Smoothie” McBride

Eve Beck

Smoothie McBride
Rebel Harrell
Dave Lot

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Flagship Indian
Motorcycle Store
October 2008
Ron Sauder watched as workers built the
flagship Indian Motorcycles store in his
hometown.
On Saturday, Sauder joined thousands of
motorcycle riders in a celebration of the resurrected bike brand at a grand opening bash
for America's first Indian dealership.
"It will do an amazing amount for the area,"
Sauder said, "as long as they don't go the
way the company has twice past."
Founded in 1901, Indian was the first domestic motorcycle manufacturer. It folded in
1953, and a Gilroy, Calif., company built
and sold Indian motorcycles from 1999 to
2003. The current company is the third to
use the Indian name, with a production plant
in Kings Mountain and the first dealership in
Lowell.
The handmade, high-end Indians feature
classic styling and gleaming chrome, with
prices starting just under $31,000. Sauder
hopes the company will roll out a lowerpriced bike to compete with HarleyDavidson.
"It's like putting a Mercedes-Benz dealership
here," he said. "There's no way the people
who live in this community can afford to buy
a $35,000 motorcycle. It's not going to happen. If they ever get a motorcycle that can
compete in the market with the other motorcycles, I think they'll do real well."
Hundreds of bikes filled the Indian store
parking lot.
Owners of the original motorcycles and the
more recent "Gilroy Indians" rode from Florida, Connecticut and Oklahoma, among
other states.
A gleaming 1946 black Indian Chief with a
sidecar drew admiring eyes at the grand
opening, which featured live music and refreshments. Many riders began the day with
(Continued on page 35)
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(Flagship Indian Motorcycle Store Continued from page 34)

an 11 a.m. tour of Indian's Kings Mountain plant, where
Stephen Julius, company chairman, spoke proudly about
the brand's heritage and confidently about its future.
Ranlo resident Bruce Clary admired a 2009 Indian Chief
Roadmaster in the store's showroom Saturday. His cousin
once owned an original Indian, and Clary said he was impressed with the iconic brand's new offerings.
"For the quality of the bike you're getting, I think it's probably well worth the money," he said.
Clary said the old Indians have smaller frames and engines,
but the new motorcycles are similarly styled. The bikes are
as well designed as they are unique, he said.
"I like the fact that the transmission looks like it's separate
from the engine, so if your transmission breaks, they don't
have to tear down the whole deal to work on it," he said.
Tee "White Boy" White of Lincolnton has four motorcycles, including a 1967 Triumph and a 1969 Yamaha. He
said he's impressed by the new Indians and might consider
buying one someday.
"They've come a long way, and I hope everything goes
good," White said. "I hope all the best for them."
If They’re Typing They’re Not
Looking For Motorcycles
Sponsor Assemblywoman John A09520A
Sponsor Senator ALESI S06443A
It maybe illegal to talk on the a cell phone while driving but
the fad of “texting” is taking it’s place.
The bill amends the current prohibition on using a hand
held cell phone while driving to include text-based communication as well as requiring the pre-licensing course to include a component on "cell phone safety" and directing the
commissioner to include at least one question on the hazards and legal consequences of using a cell phone while
driving.
Assembly
05/06/2008 held for consideration in transportation
Senate
01/09/2008 REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION

“relation to prohibiting the writing, sending or reading
of text messages on a mobile telephone while driving”

NCOM NEWS BYTES
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
DEPLETED LICENSE PLATES, OVERBOOKED
RIDER ED COURSES
As a sign of the times, with a record number of motorcyclists on the road and increasing numbers of
motorcycle registrations, rider training courses in
numerous locations across the country have been
booked solid and now officials in Kansas have reported running out of motorcycle license plates.
The Hutchinson News reported that the problem is
bad enough that counties with plentiful plates are
being asked to share with other counties. "We are
out of motorcycle tags, and we don't know when
we'll get more," said Reno County Treasurer Clark
Miller. "We've begged and borrowed from other
counties,” he told the newspaper, “but we can't get
more."
When the state made its annual tag order, gas
prices hadn't reached their current levels and officials didn't anticipate the resulting demand from
motorists switching to more fuel-efficient transportation.
At least one motorcycle owner complained to the
newspaper of being sent away from the DMV office
this week and advised not to drive his motorcycle
until it was properly tagged, with no promise of
when tags might be available.
MYRTLE BEACH APPROVES HELMET LAW
AND OTHER ORDINANCES TO DETER BIKERS
Myrtle Beach City Council recently gave initial approval to more than a dozen city-wide ordinances
specifically aimed to limit bike rallies and dissuade
bikers from coming to town.
On Tuesday, September 9, the council unanimously approved all but one of 15 proposed new
laws pertaining to two back-to-back May motorcycle
rallies, though the restrictions would remain in place
year round.
The proposed ordinances that were passed on first
reading ranged from a ban on the operation of motor vehicles that do not have required EPA (federal)
stickers on their mufflers, to prohibiting more than
one vehicle parked in a single public parking space,
to implementing a mandatory helmet law and eye
protection requirement for anyone riding a motorcycle within city limits and authorizing authorities to
(Continued on page 36)
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(NCOM News Bytes Continued from page 35)

impound their motorcycles. The
helmet ordinance also outlaws
the sale or use of any non-DOT
compliant helmet in the city.
In June the City Council not only
passed a property-tax increase
dedicated to funding an anti-bike
rally campaign, but also started
the process to enact ordinances
aimed at ending motorcyclerelated vending within city limits.
Another vote on the approved
anti-rally measures is required
before they can become law,
which may take place before riders arrive in Myrtle Beach for the
“Pilgrimage” fall bike rally, giving
local police agencies an opportunity to begin enforcing the new
ordinances.
Former Myrtle Beach Mayor
Mark McBride, who once said
he'd like to use his car to "nudge"
a biker who wore an offensive Tshirt, said he's all for the city
strictly enforcing the laws and
said the city should bring in as
many police officers as it needs.
"If they enforce the laws,”
McBride told the Sun News
“people will not want to come
back if their good time is curtailed."
FIGHTER DIES AFTER RUNNING OUT OF GAS
UFC Star Evan Tanner whose
body was found in California’s
Mojave Desert appears to have
died from heat exhaustion after
his off-road motorcycle ran out of
gas. The 37-year-old former Ultimate Fighting middleweight
champion was on a "cleansing"
excursion and set out on foot in
the scorching heat of the after his
bike lost steam.

in, like, 115- to 118-degree heat,"
said Douglas Vincitorio a member of Evan Tanner's management team at Driving Sports
Force. "He was miles away from
his camp. That's where the helicopter found him. Right now,
they just think that he succumbed
to the heat."
NEW ZEALAND BARS BIKER
PATCHES
Biker patches are not welcome in
central Timaru and club members will have to remove their
colors before entering some businesses.
“Businesses can now place stickers on their front doors stating
that gang patches and colours
are not permitted to be worn on
the premises,” reports the Timaru
Herald. Increasing gang activity
prompted the joint initiative from
Safer Communities and the
South Canterbury Chamber of
Commerce, says the newspaper.
All businesses have the right to
refuse entry as long as it is not
seen as discrimination, and the
stickers are not classed as discrimination, say officials.
The Chamber of Commerce designed and paid for the printing of
100 stickers and is assisting in
the distribution. Chamber manager Dave Jack said more stickers will be printed if needed.
Timaru mayor Janie Annear said
the stickers were just another
tool to stamp out gang activity,
adding that they weren’t naive
enough to think the gang problem was over and were always
thinking of new initiatives; “The
battle is never totally won.”

Guidelines for Newsletter
Submission
Articles submitted must benefit motorcycling and/or ABATE of New York in a
positive way.
The Freedom Writer welcomes submissions from our readers. Your submissions
will be printed of the basis of content and
space available. We reserve the right to
edit submissions for grammar, profanity,
clarity, and length. The Editor is responsible for editing any article or information
submitted that is detrimental to the Aims
and Purposes of ABATE of New York,
Inc.. Do not send copyrighted material
without permission of author.
Photographs will not be returned. Please
send a caption with each photo submitted.
Email attachments are the best way to send
photos.

THE FREEDOM WRITER
Editor:
Pam Wright
Phone: 315-923-3422
Email: abateny@verizon.net
Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
585-4269452
ABATE-ADS@rochester.rr.com
The Freedom Writer is the official publication of ABATE of New York, Inc., circulation 3000. This newsletter is published
6 times a year and mailed free of charge to
all full members, sponsors, and advertisers.
Scheduled newsletters come out on:
January, March, May, July, September,
and November
Deadlines:
December 1 for January issue
February 1 for March issue
April 1 for May issue
June 1 for July issue
August 1 for September issue
October 1 for November issue

"What we were told is that
(sheriff's officials who found him)
believe his motorcycle had run
out of gas, so he went to walk out
For information 1-888-344-4400
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STATE NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING ORDER FORM

Advertiser Index

Page

1-800-HURT-911

40

American Harley-Davidson, Inc.

24

Business Name: ___________________ Your Name: ____________________

AMSOIL Dealer

17

Street: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________

Cesar Insurance

30

Check Twice Signs

6

Clouse Realty

31

Cycle Stop Harley-Davidson

31

Eagle Beverage Co.

6

Eastern Harley Davidson

31

Extreme Biker Leather

25

Frank's Maintenance & Engineering, Inc

24

Geneva Harley-Davidson

25

Gowanda Harley-Davidson

15

Hardtails Magazine

24

Harley-Davidson of Jamestown

25

Harley-Davidson of Suffolk

31

Harley-Davidson of Utica

15

Harvest Moon Hydroponics

26

Haymond Law Firm

39

Headwaters Motor Lodge

23

Iron Block Harley-Davidson, Inc.

24

Ithaca Harley-Davidson

31

Kantor & Godwin

25

Lighthouse Harley-Davidson Inc

24

Lombardi and Sons Harley-Davidson

9

Miller's Motorworks

18

Niagara Falls H.O.G.

19

Proner & Proner

2

Rollin Bones Motor Company

31

Seeber's Tavern

9

Stan's Harley-Davidson

6

Stone's Snow Sled

31

Suffolk County Harley-Davidson

31

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.

31

Date: __________E-mail: _________________Webpage:_________________

City: _______________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________
JANUARY

MARCH

JULY

SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES
**Extra charge applies for front or back inside cover placement.
All Advertising , Including Renewals, Must Be Prepaid.
Full Year Advertising

6 Issues

___Full Page
7.5” x 10” $1,000.00
___Half Page
7.5” x 5” $500.00
___Quarter Page 3.75” x 5” $260.00
___Eighth Page 3.75” x 2.5” $140.00
___Business Card $120.00

Single Issue Advertising
___ Full Page 7.5” x 10” $170
___Half Page

7.5”x 5” $85.00

How Many Issues _____?

Please supply your ad with this form. Business Card Sponsors can supply a
business card or similar size ad. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Just supply us with ad text and any graphics. Please print clearly or
type all ad text. ABATE of New York, Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in the best interest of our organization. We also reserve
the right to change our advertising rates without notice.
Circulation 3500 per issue.

Discounts
________ ABATE of New York Corporate Sponsored Events FREE
_________ ABATE of New York Chapter Sponsored Events
$102.00 for full page – $51/half

Please Remit Your Payment
With Your Advertisement.
Make Checks Payable to:
ABATE of New York, Inc., CPU Box 271033
Rochester, NY 14627-1033

Freedom Rider Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
Phone: 585-426-9452
E-mail: ABATE-Ads@rochester.rr.com

One Issue Ads

For information 1-888-344-4400

MAY
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ABATE of New York, Inc. - Membership Application
P.O. Box 300  Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300  1-888-344-4400

__
__
__

Full Member $25 per year - includes membership packet, newsletter, all benefits in accordance with State by-laws.
Associate Member $20 - available only to additional members of a Full Member’s household (no newsletter).
Member At Large $25 per year - same benefits as full, only you elect not to affiliate with a local chapter.

NAME: ________________________________________________ DOB _____/_____/_____
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________
CITY: ______________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP: __________
COUNTY: ________________________ PHONE: (

) _____________________

CHAPTER SELECTED: __________________________ or

____ MEMBER AT LARGE

I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s by-laws, and promote motorcycle education, legislation, and activities in
accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ DATE: _______________
VISA and MasterCard Accepted
Card Number

Expiration Date
(Month/Year)

Name: _____________________________________________________

ARE YOU
MOVING?

Member Number: ___________________ Chapter ___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ________ Zip:_____________

Bulk Mail is not forwarded - please
update your address:
Mail to:

ABATE of New York, Inc.
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Date this new address is to take effect: ____________________________
Phone _____________ e-mail ________________ Fax ______________
Other members in the household who will need to be updated:
Name: _______________________________ Member #: ____________
Signature: __________________________________________________
Comments:

Someone in your chapter not getting a newsletter?
• Have they moved and not changed their address with the State Office?
• Have they renewed their membership?
• Do they have a full member in their household?
Ask the Chapter Membership Secretary to investigate the problem.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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For information 1-888-344-4400
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1-800 Hurt 911 pdf

