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What Is ABATE?
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for
profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and
interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image
of motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to stay acquainted with the issues and the
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and to join our organization. All makes and models of motorcycles are welcome.
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ABATE of Brooklyn
P.O. Box 245064
Brooklyn, NY 11224

ABATE of Monroe
PO Box 13277
Rochester, NY 14613

ABATE of Buffalo-Erie

ABATE of Niagara
PO Box 25,
Lockport, NY 14095

PO Box 377
Orchard Park, NY 14127

Aims & Purposes
To review and inform members about federal, state, and
local levels of government motorcycle legislation and to promote
favorable motorcycle legislation.
To improve road conditions thus making roads safer for motorcyclists.
To help prevent accidents through education and public awareness.
To promote positive community relations.

ABATE of Cayuga
PO Box 74
Auburn, NY 13021

ABATE of North Ulster

ABATE of Chautauqua
PO Box 572
Dunkirk, NY 14048

ABATE of Oneida
PO Box 545

ABATE of Columbia
PO Box 227
Hudson, NY 12534

ABATE of Onondaga
PO Box 11575
Syracuse, NY 13218

Cortland-Chenango
P.O. Box 245
McGraw, NY 13101

ABATE of Ontario
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424
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P.O. Box 197
Hobart NY 13788

ABATE of Orleans
PO Box 43
Medina, NY 14103-0043

ABATE of Finger Lakes

ABATE of Oswego
PO Box 133
Central Square, NY 13036

P.O. Box 353
Hornell, NY 14843

P.O. Box 13
West Hurley, NY 12491

Holland Patent, NY 13354

To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.
To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and government
authorities, police departments, government agencies, insurance companies, and other organizations.
To report and discourage biased news reporting about motorcyclists.
To present and promote a better image of motorcycling.

ABATE OF NY STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Chris Werder
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
1-888-344-4400
cwerder@frontiernet.net

Dates To Remember
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

ABATE of Greene
P.O. Box 92
Leeds, NY 12451

ABATE of Southern Tier

ABATE of Jefferson
P.O. Box 21
Clayton, NY 13624

ABATE of Syracuse
PO. Box 83
Syracuse, NY 13057

ABATE of Lewis
P.O. Box 245
Port Leyden, NY 13433

ABATE of Tompkins
PO Box 6743, Ithaca,
NY 14851-6743

ABATE of Long Island
PO Box 1311
Riverhead, NY 11901

ABATE of Wayne

American Legion Post 80
76 Main St.
Binghamton, NY, 13905

PO Box 332
Ontario, NY 14519

Open to all ABATE of New York members.

PO Box 2441
Binghamton, NY 13902

For information 1-888-344-4400

ABATE of New York
supports the rights of
ALL
Motorcyclists

Material must be received no later than:

November 1, 2009 for the January 2010 issue
Sorry, we can not print your material after the deadline.

NEXT STATE CHAPTER MEETING DATE

February 20, 2010
Next Board Meeting: December 20, 2009
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Do you have a HIGH SPEED
Internet Connection?

Life Membership Program
The Life Membership program consists of a one
time payment based on the number of years the
member has in the organization. Beginning with
their 25th year they are automatically a Charter Life
Member and dues are waived.

You can download your
ABATE of NY newsletter
from our website sooner
than you will get it a printed
version. Save a tree, download a
pdf ABATE newsletter

0 - 5yrs Membership $400
6 – 10 yrs Membership $300
11- 15 yrs Membership $200
In addition to all benefits of a full member the Life
Member will receive

Give your email address & your
name to the state office manager
and you will receive an email letting
you know when the next newsletter
is online. Trouble seeing a PDF ?

A Life Member patch
A distinctive Life Member card
Yearly pins

Free http://get.adobe.com/reader/

SPONSORS
ABATE OF NEW YORK SPONSORS

Become a Sponsor of ABATE of NY
Sponsors help us
Promote Motorcycle Safety,
Awareness, & Education

Roadkill AMSOIL Dealer
Stan's Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Harley-Davidson of Suffolk, Inc.
Full Throttle Insurance Agency
Harley-Davidson of Jamestown, Inc.
Ithaca Harley-Davidson, Inc.
American Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Buffalo Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Rollin' Bones Motor Co., Inc. Custom Motorcycles +
Stones Snow Sleds Snowmobiles, helmets, Motorcycles
Seebers Tavern
Motorcycle Hauling (roadside pick-up) Kingston, NY
JT Tasker (NILICO)
Brunswick Harley Davidson/Buell
Boncranna Bed &Breakfast Hobart, NY
DJ's Inn - Syracuse
The Maples - Manorville

Sponsorship of ABATE of NY does not denote individual
membership in the organization, rather, it signifies the
Sponsor's desire to help further the goals and purposes
of ABATE of NY, and earns the Sponsor the public recognition of his/her generosity.
Interested clubs, businesses, organizations and/or individuals may apply for a $25 ABATE of NY Sponsorship
through their local ABATE of NY Chapter, or directly to
the ABATE of NY State Office:

ABATE of NY, Inc. State Office
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
Toll Free Phone: 888 344 4400

Thank You For Being a Sponsor
For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Board Reports
PRESIDENT
+"A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments" Delve deeply and you touch upon our
history. Speak with long-term members (or
peruse the ABATENY.org website) and learn
where the original ABATE acronym derives,
and how, through politically correct incorporation, we've evolved to "American Bikers
Aimed Toward Education". The latter moniker is clearly more palatable to the pols, and
we are, after all, a quasi-political organization
striving not to upset those who have impact
upon us as motorcyclists, while concurrently
trying to sway their impact to our ideals.
However, while we remain aimed toward education as an organization, we also remain a
brotherhood. Please keep this in mind as we
progress into 2010, as changes will occur.
There are differing slates of candidates for
key positions in the organization, both sides of
which have had impact upon the membership,
but only one side will appropriately continue
to oppose untoward State action upon a Chapter, such as the fostering of an ill-advised split
of a Chapter AND its treasury in the face of
Chapter member opposition.
Ponder the possibility of a few disgruntled
members of your own Chapter deciding to
splinter off and form their own while demanding a percentage of your treasury. Can't happen? Think again. Never in my wildest imagination would I have anticipated the actions
being imposed upon our membership in this
fashion from fellow board members, and this
is not what was envisioned in your Chapter
Charter, which states that your Chapter is
formed "as an unincorporated Association and
Chapter of ABATE of New York, Inc., subject
to its supervision and control..."
Oppose totalitarian enactments imposed from
above within your organization and vote accordingly. Re-elect Roadkill as President, and
vote in Pete Shufelt as Vice President, Deb
Trask as Treasurer, Prospector as Legislative
Coordinator, Gary Myers as Sergeant at Arms,
Karen Kittle as Public Relations, and Tom Alton as Region C Coordinator. With this slate
For information 1-888-344-4400

of qualified, experienced candidates and longterm members, we will return your brotherhood back to you, where it belongs. We are
and always will be a member-driven, Chapteroriented organization, and that seems to have
been forgotten by our opposition.
It's been a busy few months since my last report, but in addition to multiple Chapter meetings, some of the highlights include
- the recent inter-Chapter Horseshoe Tournament this past September 12, which saw Cayuga Chapter as the surprise trophy snaggers,
overcoming an onslaught from the other represented Chapters, (next year is guaranteed to
be another battle!);
- a meeting organized by Mitch Proner yesterday in the Bronx in an attempt to fight yet another new presentation of stock exhaust legislation (Int 1086), following defeat of NYC
Int.416-a and its sponsor, and form NYC Chapters;
- the North Ulster Chapter's picnic in beautiful
Olive Bridge;
- Columbia County's 200 Club fundraiser.
On a personal note, I love the new job I've
landed in at the Forensic facility.
Ride on.
Roadkill
State President
ABATE of New York Inc.

VICE PRESIDENT
First of all I would like to thank everyone on
the board for this past year. We have had several controversial and personal issues that we
had to overcome and somehow we managed to
still trudge forward in business as usual style.
November is an opportunity for the chapters
to vote on a new era. There will be several of
us running for state positions and also on a
chapter level and it could bring upon some
huge changes. At our last State Chapter meeting a nomination was made for me to become
the president of New York State ABATE. At
that time I chose to abstain because I know
that there is a large amount of responsibility
and time that would be needed to fill that
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position. After much consideration I am now
announcing my candidacy for State President.
I am under the impression that Tim Werder
will also be running for this position as well.
This time there will be some competition.
For the past four years I have represented
ABATE as the state vice president and have
watched how our organization has gone
through many changes. I have also seen this
organization at a standstill for far too long. I
have attended many chapter events throughout the state. It has been a great experience
and I plan on continuing this type of interaction with our members and chapter officers.
It is important to me to make sure that our organization will always have an open door policy and no one will feel intimidated or unheard. Everyone has a right to their opinion
and should have the same right in expressing
it as well.
Members have asked me to write in this report
about my qualities that would make me a good
president for this organization. I think that
actions speak louder than words. You have
seen over the last few months in our minutes
what actions have conspired with our board
and with certain individuals on the negative
and positive side.
I promise never to join a chapter to start an
impeachment process for a member who does
not like how I handle my officer position.
I promise not to hold grudges because that is
not how to run an organization.
I promise not to insult fellow board officers.
I promise not to reprimand members as if
they were children.
I promise to correct someone privately with
no intent to embarrass them.
I promise all of these things will continue if
my opponent is again voted in as president.
I promise to LEAD and Work With ABATE of
NY members if you elect me as the President
of ABATE of New York.

Every one on every level of this organization
needs to stop spending energy on debating
against each other and start using it to fight
and change legislation. In every work environment I have ever been involved with you
have to learn to get along with individuals
that may not be productive, are a negative influence, or just seem to want to destroy everything you worked in creating, it is no different
with ABATE. You have to learn how to manage difficult people and situations all the time.
It has taken us over 5 years to finally create a
subsidiary or second foundation in order for
our organization to be eligible for two tax
status’ which will give us the opportunity to
not only educate the public but to continue
and increase our legislative capabilities. I
have worked on this project the entire time I
have been involved with this organization and
am proud to see it finally get completed. I will
continue working with the new foundation
along with the other directors.
There will be a new forum page for the ABATE
officers to join since the yahoo forum was
abandoned by the President and all of the files
within that site have been appropriated as
well. The new link will be announced at our
November State Meeting.
The November meeting will be very tedious
however I would like to remind everyone that
in order for you to have a vote in the elections
you need to have a representative present
from your chapter and your chapter must also
be in good standing. This is a chapter vote
which means that you as members have the
power to chose who you would like to be the
leader of this organization. Our members
make the deciding vote that your chapter representative has to vote the way the chapter
decides it is not an individual’s decision but
the entire chapter. If anyone would like to
contact me or have any questions to ask me
please feel free to call or email me. I will be
more than happy to answer or resolve any of
your concerns.
Beth Gorman

For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Public Relations Report
Don't Be A Dummy...Vote
Suzi Q Long, Public Relations
Last year, about this time, I needed to
rake a bunch of leaves out of my flowerbed
in the city of Rochester. I had some fall
flowers, and they were getting choked out.
I decided to make a dummy, like I did
every Fall as a kid. I stuffed a pair of old
jeans and a politician's campaign shirt full
of leaves, added a few more important
parts, and shazam! I had a dummy. I wrote
a posterboard sign that said, ―Don't be a
dummy; vote.‖ I hung the sign from my
first story window and placed the dummy
in a lawn chair next to it. I'd like to think I
may have influenced a few folk strolling
the Park Avenue cafe district into voting.
Indeed, in a democracy, if you give up
your power to choose the most effective
leaders, then you may as well be a pile of
leaves.
And speaking of influencing a few people,
I'd like you to ponder long and hard about
the votes your chapters will be bringing to
the November meeting. This organization
has had a productive, yet tumultuous year. There was
much work accomplished, and
yet, there is much work to be
done. In order for the work to
proceed effectively, you must
choose professional leaders
who are people you can work
with.

Ask your fellow members and yourself
this, ―Do we want leadership that
'muscles,' or, manipulates in order to be
powerful and righteously indignant? Leadership that will criticize any different line
of thinking, making the creative thinker
walk away from an organization that desperately needs members?‖
Or ―Do we want leadership that is passionate about the success of the whole organization, and makes gestures to get to know
the members we have, listen to their ideas,
as well as attract new members?‖
The answer is obvious.
A dear friend once asked me, ―Do you
want the title, or do you want the job?‖
Do you want leadership focused on being
in charge and being right, or leadership
focused on bringing this fine organization
together and moving forward? The future
of this organization is in your hands.

DON'T BE A DUMMY, VOTE

― I suppose leadership at one
time meant muscles, but today
it means getting along with
people.‖
Indira Gandhi
"Catch Suzi Q's sweet talk at
www.ny-biker.com"
For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Legislation Report
Greetings All,
The AMA has developed model legislation for
use by cities seeking a simple, consistent and
economical way to deal with sound complaints
related to on-highway motorcycles within the
larger context of excessive sound from all
sources.

tle 24 of the administrative code of the city of
New York is amended by adding a new section
24-236.2 to read as follows:
§24-236.2 Prohibition on the sale or installation of a motorcycle exhaust device without
United States environmental protection
agency required labeling.
a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, "motorcycle" shall mean every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of
the rider and designed to travel on not more
than three wheels in contact with the
ground, but excluding a tractor.

The model legislation offers an objective
method for municipal jurisdictions to evaluate
motorcycle sound through science-based
measurement. It's based on the Society of
Automotive Engineers' (SAE) new J2825 standard, "Measurement of Exhaust Sound Pressure Levels of Stationary On-Highway Motorcycles." The AMA produced similar model
legislation for off-highway motorcycles several years ago.

b. No person shall sell or install a motorcycle
exhaust device that is not equipped with an
exhaust muffler bearing the United States
environmental protection agency required
labeling applicable to the motorcycle's model
year, as required by section 205.169 of title 40
of the code of federal regulations, nor shall
any person sell a motorcycle without an exhaust muffler bearing such labeling.

"National Summit on Motorcycle Sound" in
May of 2003, the AMA pointed that "The Environmental Protection Agency has standards
for exhaust systems and noise, but does not
enforce them past the original-equipment
level, even though there are provisions for penalizing those who install noncompliant exhaust systems."

c. Any person who violates subdivision b of
this section shall be liable for a civil penalty
of not less than five hundred dollars nor
more than one thousand dollars for a first
violation thereof; not less than one thousand
dollars nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars for a second violation thereof;
and not less than two thousand five hundred
dollars nor more than five thousand dollars
for a third or subsequent violation thereof.
Such civil penalties may be recovered in a
proceeding before the environmental control
board.

Now across this nation of motorcycle freedom
fighters are battling in towns and cities the
EPA inspired noise laws. There are EPA noise
regulations in Denver and Boston that got
passed without opposition as the legislation
slipped by those local motorcycle rights organizations.

Intro 1086 from NYC Councilman
Peter Vallone is the latest.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.

The New York City Council New York, NY
10007 Legislation Text Int. No. 1086
By Council Members Vallone Jr., Brewer,
James, Koppell, Weprin and Gerson.
A Local Law to amend the administrative code
of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the sale or installation of a motorcycle exhaust device without federal EPA required labeling. Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter six of chapter two of tiFor information 1-888-344-4400

Is this the EPA law that the AMA is talking
about with five thousand dollar fines back in
2003? Sounds like it to me. Do you as a motorcycle rider and a freedom fighter, think for
one moment that the individuals that were
trying to write laws about Motorcycle Noise
are not going to, at the same time, look into
the EPA labeling situation as an amendment
to this legislation. If you have followed motor-
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cycle legislation in New York State for any
length of time you have seen how the process
is amended and chopped up in committee and
sometimes to the embarrassment of those that
ask for the legislation to begin with, our yield
right of way legislation for example. An additional hundred dollar fine if you kill a second
motorcyclist in 18 month time period do to
Failure to Yield Right of Way.
Hasn't the AMA done enough damage with the
bringing to the attention of every environmentalist noise nut in the nation the information
about EPA motorcycle exhaust stampings? I
got this information by googling AMA noise
conference 2003 and the first article I see, the
most hits, is from Noise Off.
The current President of the AMA was for
years an Assistant commissioner of the DMV
in Albany. He did little to help fix the motorcycle noise laws in this State at that time and I
think that the same situation should continue
not only for NYS but the nation. If the SAE
and the MIC want to sell those noise meter
contraptions, make the Chinese buy them
first.
It is my understanding that the MRF has given
an award to ABATE of New York for it's work
in the City of New York, against the NYC local
ordinance Intro 416-A. I know that New York
ABATE could only except this award with a
willingness to share the award with the others
that have participated in blocking this outrageous legislation from ever being past. There
are a lot of people to thank for this award the
first two are Nancy Ortiz who stumbled on the
legislation and got most involved with her
"Baffle This" CD on how to lobby the City
Council. Tanya Cruse kept the fire stoked on
the issue with all of her political connections
in Queens. Both these woman are the most legislatively connected individuals that I know.
I'm hoping that they will become the most legislatively active members of ABATE in New
York City.

the end of the year. Crush 416-A was successful and an excellent example of how with
working together motorcyclist can be successful not only in defeating this legislation but
making the member of the riding community
aware of how fragile the political scene is,
how so few control the elective process for so
many.
I hope that you Chapter President's have been
building the legislative teams. Our connection
with our local elected officials is the starting
of the process of building the relationship that
will carry on as our elected officials grow
their chosen fields. We need to be on top of
what is happening at all levels of government.

A NEWS PAPER ARTICLE NO SLEEP IN HARLEM
At all hours of the night, you hear car alarms,
garbage trucks, distant screams, drunks cursing outside our window, fights, the sound of
metal dropping, bangs, police cars, a continuous clamor that is disrupting my family's
sleep. Before children, I just dealt with poor
sleep and the negative effects of noise as a
compromise for living in New York City, but
now my children are being affected. During
the day, noise is something we just get used to
and expect in a city, but it is taking a toll on
us. And those Off-road motocross bikes just
continue to wreak havoc on our neighborhood. Listen to what Noiseoff.org says: People
exposed to this type of noise on daily basis suffer from hearing loss, sleep deprivation,
chronic fatigue, anxiety, hostility, depression
and hypertension. For riders, besides permanent hearing damage, they are incurring a severe risk of personal injury and death. The engine noise decreases a rider's ability to hear
pedestrians and other vehicles. That includes
emergency vehicles, such as police cars,

With the introduction of City Council legislation Intro 1086 I am declaring Intro 416-A
dead. It will need watching till it is buried at

For information 1-888-344-4400
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State Legislation Report
ambulances and fire trucks. Most of these vehicles do not require any licensing or safety
instruction prior to use. Some machines are
known to easily rollover on steep terrain,
crushing the operator underneath. Councilperson Alan Gerson, of District 1, sponsored a
bill that would prohibit motorcycle with illegal exhaust pipes. The New York City Council
is considering Intro 416A, a bill that would
prohibit the parking and standing of motorcycles equipped with illegal straightpipes. Motorcyclists found without an EPA-stamped exhaust system face fines and repeat offenders
may risk forfeiture of the motorcycle. Councilperson Alan Gerson (D-1st District) sponsors
the bill. Modified motorcycles can reach noise
levels in excess of 100db(a); a level that easily
triggers an involuntary stress response commonly known as ―flight or flight.‖ This results
in the secretion of adrenaline, with ensuing
spikes in cardio-respiratory rates, muscle tension, and elevated blood pressure. For affected
residents, the never-ending cycle of noise constitutes a serious health issue. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) realized that
the intricacies of accurate field-testing motorcycle noise are beyond the scope of most law
enforcement agencies. The regulations require
manufactures to test and label motorcycle exhaust systems under laboratory conditions for
noise emissions. It provides a valuable enforcement tool by defining what is an acceptable motorcycle muffler. The popularity of illegal exhaust systems is at an all-time high because there is inadequate local enforcement .
The motorcycle aftermarket industry seized
upon this trend by offering ever-louder exhaust systems, arrogantly advertising the roar
and thunder of their products. This legislation
is a necessary step to reduce urban noise pollution. It empowers city agencies to protect
the rights and health of New Yorkers. Just one
loud motorcycle roaring across the city late at
night can disturb thousands of people. Alan
Gressane said, ―Illegally equipped motorcycles
can emit noise in the 120 decibel range, constituting a significant quality of life problem for
our citizens.‖ As well as health problems. The
bill
was
halted
in
January
2009.

For information 1-888-344-4400

This article ABOVE was forward to me by
Ellen Paterson of CMS
Is this news paper article the best that they
can do? The Police in NYC need a stamped
EPA on your exhaust system to check your offroad bike in Harlem? What are off-road motorcycle doing on the street to begin with? If the
police can't tell the difference between a
street bike and a dirt bike, what difference is
a stamped exhaust system going to make?
EUROPE
Belgian, Speed Cameras Swiped
Vigilantes grab speed cameras in Belgium,
Speed cameras around the world have gone
missing. In Antwerp, Belgium on January 25, a
vigilante loosened the four bolts that held a
speed camera pole in place, ripped the entire
assembly out of the ground, drove it fifteen
miles away and tossed the smashed remains of
the camera into a canal. Officials in the municipality of Oud-Turnhout declared the automated ticketing machine, which cost 65,000
euros (US $84,000), a total loss. This was the
first time a vigilante had succeeded in taking
a complete speed camera assembly along with
its pole.

Speed Camera Hate Grows in Belgium
Anti-speed camera FaceBook group
for drivers in Belgium grows beyond 43,000
members in less than three months.
Belgian motorists are turning to social networking sites to express their dislike for automated enforcement. In less than three months,
the FaceBook group Speed Camera Hate has
gained 43,000 members, making it one of the
fastest growing Flemish groups on the site. ―I
hate them from the bottom of my heart,‖ Belgian motorist Tim Vanderlinden wrote about
speed cameras. ―If I just see a van I start boiling with rage.‖ The FaceBook page features
photos of speed cameras that have been shot,
knocked over, burned and otherwise destroyed. It also includes cartoons mocking the
―safety‖ message of cameras and a place to upload photos of fast and exotic cars for speed-
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ing past what are described as mere revenue
generating devices. Belgium has the densest
road network in Europe with a corresponding
density of automated ticketing devices. Over
540,000 speed camera tickets were issued last
year at the federal level alone, and cameras
are constantly being added at the local level.
The Walloon regions transport minister, Benoit Lutgen, this week announced the addition of fifty more photo radar devices. ―There
are currently almost more speed cameras than
trees in Flanders,‖ Danny Van Meir wrote.
WHY WE NEED A HOV MOTORCYCLE BILL IN NYS
States are beginning to address the question
of whether hybrid and electric cars should be
allowed in remain in carpool lanes as the number of such vehicles proliferates. That issue is
under discussion in California, according to a
report in The Sacramento Bee. Stickers allowing 85,000 solo-driven hybrids (mainly Toyota
Priuses) into the state’s high-occupancy vehicle lanes expire at the end of next year. Many
of California’s H.O.V. lanes are badly congested. With new hybrid and all-electric models (such as the plug-in Volt from General Motors due out soon, some transit advocates
want stricter limits on the number of alternative fuel vehicles allowed in the fast lanes.
Meanwhile, The Bee reports, automakers are
―feuding over exactly which cars might qualify.‖ G.M. wants to limit the stickers to cars
getting above 65 miles a gallon, a standard the
Volt’s (which claims 230 miles a gallon in city
driving) easily meets. Toyota and Ford prefer
a lower bar. The issue is bubbling up elsewhere too: Virginia will see its H.O.V. stickers
for hybrids expire next year on Interstate 66, a
road heavily used by Washington commuters.

mission of International Chiefs of Police, we
really need and appreciate voice at this table.
Oversees traffic safety and we have seen vast
expansion since the nation's first law was in
place. Not only to limit cell phones and distracted driving, because soon such laws ill be
antiquated. A more encompassing approach to
distracted driving is necessary to give law enforcement the tools they need. 81,000 tickets
were issue last year accounting for 81% of all
tickets last year, but that is effective enough.
This is also true of every single safety threat.
Last year record low fatalities, not coincidentally record high enforcement. Secondary laws
are not vigorously enforced. Laws must also
be clear as well to be enforced well. Officer
must believe it is dangerous as well as illegal
to have effective enforcement. What is needed
is the statutory authority that permits driving
and driving only as the primary objective of
the driver. All else is distraction. Continuous
365 day a year, not simple campaigns are what
is effective. We can't think of each social ill on
an individual basis, we must commit to all on
a 24 – 7 basis. There is also a financial burden
with implementation of said laws. A well
funded project has a far greater chance of success.

NOW A FEW WORDS ABOUT WHAT THE STATE
POLICE ARE DOING OF LATE.

4425 W. Saile Dr.
Batavia, NY 14020
Phone:
(585) 343-9598
Store Hours:
Mon. 9-6 Tues. 9-8 Wed. 9-8
Thurs. 9-8 Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4
Closed Sundays

Visit us online at:
www.stanshd.com

FRANK LOMBARDI & SONS, INC.
Staten Island Harley-Davidson

Distracted driving in NYS- from the distracted
drivers conference :
Major David Salmon, Director - Traffic Services Division, NY State Police Actively involved in enforcement of nation's first cell
phone ban in NY. As member of Highway ComFor information 1-888-344-4400

Stan’s Harley Davidson, Inc.
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AUTHORIZED
DEALER

Sales - Service - Parts - Motorclothes - Accessories
Est. 1905 - One of America’s Oldest Family Owned Motorcycle Dealerships

Phone: 718-447-4009
Fax:
718-727-3507
442 Bay Street, Staten Island., N.Y. 10304

www.Lombardi-HD.com
Michael Lombardi

www.abateny.org

State Legislation Report
SOMETIMES AN INDIVIDUALS LETTER HITS THE
MESSAGE SQUARE.

the car driver is the rational way to reduce
motorcycle fatalities. Helmet laws do not prevent accidents, nor do they make for a safer
motorcycle rider.

Here is a letter from JIM RHOADES:
There are better safety strategies, and state
could benefit in tourism
BY JIM RHOADES
It's time to modify Michigan's mandatory helmet law for adult choice.
Doing so would not increase fatality rates and
injuries, nor increase insurance costs, as prohelmet law advocates would lead the public to
believe. In addition, modifying our helmet law
would bring in an estimated $1.2 billion to the
state's economy through increased tourism,
increased tax revenue, and new motorcyclerelated business.
HB4747, sponsored by state Rep. Richard
LeBlanc, D-Westland, would modernize the
present helmet law and bring it in line with all
of the other Great Lakes states, which allow
adult choice for helmet use, and the 30 states
that have modified their mandatory helmet
laws. An objective review of all available data
raises many questions about the effectiveness
of mandatory helmet laws. This is backed by
data from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and other state and federal
agencies.

Michigan presently has a motorcyclist-funded
safety program. This state requires that all
motorcyclists have an endorsement on their
license to operate a motorcycle. Still, almost
half of the motorcycle rider fatalities were not
endorsed, which means that they didn't have
the proper riding skills. Education is the alternative that saves lives.
There will be no increased fatalities, insurance rates will not go up, there will not be
dead bikers stacked along the highways, plus
we will see a great economic benefit.
Jim Rhoades is legislative director of ABATE
(American Bikers Aiming Toward Education)
of Michigan.
We are not in this fight alone. We need to
remember that fact. While others may want to
ridicule and manipulate the facts. All we are
asking for is the freedom to live our lives the
way we want.
george gorman
legislative coordinator
ABATE of New York

Fatality rates are actually lower in states that
have modified their helmet laws. According to
NHTSA data, fatality rates over the last 25
years have been virtually the same for freedom-of-choice states versus mandatory helmet
law states. Motorcycle fatality rates declined
nationally by more than 60% from 1980-95
across the board.

Hi. This is your newsletter editor. I gave up my
regular spot for a picture. It is my opinion
that George Gorman should be the 2010 legislation board officer. He doesn’t just report on
what is going on in Albany he reports on all
aspects of motorcycle related legislation. I
also think the current president needs to take
a break. After going after a member over an
There is no significant difference in fatality email my chapter doesn’t want him as presirates between states requiring and not requir- dent. BETH Gorman for President. Later, PW
ing helmet usage, according to one of the studies. No state in the nation has increased its insurance when it modified its helmet law for
adult choice, and, more important, no state
has decreased insurance rates when a new
helmet law has been enacted.
Education of both the motorcycle rider and
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Chapter Reports
SYRACUSE CHAPTER
Well It seems like our fair weather is about to
turn for the cold many of us hate so much. I
have been a busy girl as usual. There has been
so many things that have happened in the last
few months its kinda hard to just pick one
thing. So I am going to hit on a few things
from the last few months that I feel are very
important. First let me start by telling all of
you about a road trip I took with George to
NYC several months ago. We were on our way
back from NYC and it was one of those really
dark rainy nights that we all hate I was driving and George was in the passenger seat we
were driving threw a construction area and I
was so intense in paying attention to the way
the road patterns were changing and all I
never saw or heard this person come off an on
ramp on his motorcycle if George had not
spotted him threw his passenger window, Well
I am sure it would not have been pretty. My
point to this story is that we all have to remember that even when you would never expect to have a motorcyclist on a road like that
dark rainy night we are EVERYWHERE! It
taught me that once again there needs to be so
much more awareness about all motorcyclist
out there and is one of the things I am working to promote more than ever. Now for my
next topic. A dear friend of mine was killed
Aug 1st as most know about her some may not
Brenda Force was a member of ABATE and
she was an officer. Her death was another example of the public lack of awareness a person
pulled out of a Delta Sonic on route 11 in
North Syracuse never looked and pulled directly in front of her unfortunately Brenda's
Life was lost. Following her death I went to
the town of N Syracuse and spoke to there
mayor along with the Police dept and did a little research and found that since the Delta
Sonic had been there it has had several accidents from people turning left from this large
gas/convenience station since it opened a couple years ago. Of course I had to ask the question If there has been all these motorcycle accident there why has nothing been done to
prevent further accidents. There was no answer but the polite We are looking into the
situation. I have to say its sad to have seen
For information 1-888-344-4400

any one loose a life for the government even
small government like towns and villages to
finally do something about a bad spot and to
date there is still nothing done about that area
but yet there have been at least five confirmed
cases of car accident that have happened the
same place where Brenda had to loose her life.
Now onto the City of Syracuse Well I took
some things I learned on my NYC trip with
George and used some of the ideas I learned
there. I sat down with the Mayor of Syracuse
and the County Executive along with the city's
common council and asked what we could do
about the parking issue for Motorcyclist and
what we could do about us getting tickets all
the time for not having those little pieces of
paper located on our bikes. Well after proving
the point to all of them and showing how almost impossible it is to attach this little piece
of paper on our bikes and that it would be so
much easier to make parking spots just for
bikes every few blocks and so it really wouldn't hurt there budget for say I came up with
along with a few others that They have these
huge Flower pots every so many feet just off
the road on the streets in the city and I know
for fact there are several sitting in storage so
they don't need to buy any that if these used
those and gave us maybe too parking spots
every few blocks or so as we know most spots
are set up for cars and trucks not bikes and
people have a way of trying to squeeze there
car where our bikes are and well have seen
first hand the mess that makes with the domino affect. It looks like with any luck other
than ironing out the whole meter thing that
the city is going to go ahead with the plan to
give us the parking spots downtown that are
so badly needed. Another project in the works
is a new public service message about look
twice save a life along with watching for motorcycles. There has been a few glitches in getting this done because of some difference in
opinion on who the camera company will be.
My suggestion was very simple we have a huge
dept at SU here that I am sure there media
dept and students would be willing to do the
shooting of the messages for low cost but they
also gain credit for school. I am thinking this
will not be ready till after the first of the year
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Chapter Reports
Syracuse Chapter Continued

but am hoping it will right after the first of the
year and start playing as soon as there done.
We also have a rather interesting Mayor Race
going on here in Syracuse and the Syracuse
Chapter has agreed and decided that we are
backing Stephanie Minor for mayor after
speaking with all the candidates she seems to
be the most level headed and at least admitted
she really does not know much about bikers
but is willing to hear and help with our concerns where some other candidates would not
return my calls and when I went to there open
debates could not give a straight answer or
dance around the issues I asked about. So as
you all see I am still hard at work despite
some bumps in the road. I am very proud to
say that The newly formed Syracuse Chapter
of ABATE as we may be small are making

leaps in bounds in what we feel are very important issues. I am very proud to be there
Legislative officer along with being a State assistant Legislative to George Gorman. I am
hoping to get a chance to start meeting with
different chapters and maybe getting all these
great ideas into actions as that is what seems
to be in such a need and realizing that sometimes there are people that may not always
agree with the way things are going or the
bottom line the we need to make everyone including other motorcycles aware of the rights
we may loose if we don't show our voice now.

TOMPKINS ABATE

Way Law which ABATE was instrumental in
passing a few years ago needs to be used to be
effective, and we intend to raise our voices to
make sure that happens!

Summer has ended and our meetings have
moved back to the fall and winter location:
We meet at the Eagles Club in Ithaca, third
Friday of each month at 7:00pm. The Eagles
serve dinner, so you can come earlier and
have steak or fish fry, plus a salad bar.

Christinea Rathbun
ABATE of NY Legislative Assistant
Legislative Officer of Syracuse Chapter

Our September Toy Run collected many items
which will be donated to the Adolescent Psych
Unit at Cayuga Medical Center.

Lots has gone on over the past year, including
a recent yield right of way tragedy which deserves a lot of attention. The Yield Right of

Come on down to our meetings, come early to
meet and eat. We our only as strong as our
membership, and That Is You!!

FINGER LAKES ABATE

have a good time and we hope that we can
hold another ride in 2010 and maybe not pick
a day that rains.
We have been talking about doing something within the chapter such as a Chili cook
off or something like that to bring our members together.
As with all the Chapters, we are working on
the nominations and elections in the next two
months. Hopefully we will have enough members to step forward to take an office and have
some new ideas for the chapter.
We have also been discussing the Safety issues for this time of the year. Watch out for
wet leaves, fresh stone and oil and any other
hazards that may be in the roads in the next
few months. Hope all have had a good riding
season.
Ride Safe, But Ride Far,
Michael J. Grasby, Sr.
President Finger Lakes ABATE

As you know, our annual run in June got
rained out and we decided on a rain date of
August 29, 2009. Well we had our run and
wouldn’t you know it, it rained again. This
rain was not as bad as the rain in June, but it
limited the amount of riders that we had. We
had 40 riders and passengers sign up, some
were our members that did have other plans
but wanted to help us out. Some of the riders
got wet, but the rain held off for some of the
ride and many made it back a little dry. We
did have food available at the end of the run
and door prizes for those lucky enough to
have the right ticket number. In all we had 35
door prizes and most got one and it did make
it a total loss.
I myself, I did not ride, but did get soaked
moving the door prizes and products into the
building before the riders got back. All did
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Chapter Reports
ONONDAGA CHAPTER
Hello Brothers and Sisters. Yep, we are still
here, and stronger than EVER (Onondaga
Chapter).
We have had quite the season. I would like to
take this time to bring to your attention--- the
news of a very dedicated and loved member of
the Onondaga County Chapter – our Female
Sgt.-At-Arms… Brenda Love Force, who was
killed in a tragic accident on August 1st where
a 73-year old man pulled right out in front of
her, she was going 30-35mph and T-boned the
73 year old (she was on her way home to have
a cookout with her boys). Brenda was and always will be a pillar in our biker community.
She will be forever in the wind and will never
be forgotten. She was our Lady Spitfire, our
little sparkplug, which by the way was originally written by a really great friend of
Brenda’s----Tracy Ryan Leonard (a lady with a
heart of gold just like Brenda’s)—Brenda left
behind three smart sons and a Mom and Dad
that won’t quit (they are the salt of the earth).
We all went down to PA to meet her Mom and
Dad and family and to show our support to
them. We had 4 separate runs to the crash
scene so everyone could have a chance to pay
tribute and show their respect, a most meaningful event of the year. We also had our 4th
Annual Memorial Run to pay respect to ALL of
our Fallen Brothers and Sisters. By the time
this makes print, we will have had our 1st Annual Fall Foliage Run & Membership Party, it
looks like the weather is gonna suck, but we’re
gonna roll with it. It’s gonna be a party from
HELL!! That could not have come any sooner
for all of our Officers and Members. We are a
Chapter that has proven the Finest in all of
New York State --- A chapter that can fight for

what is right and stand Tall, A chapter that
will NEVER Fall. Why, you ask??? Because….
We would go to the End of the Earth for ANY
Good Soul, that’s why.
We would like to congratulate the Cayuga
Chapter on their win at the 4th Annual Horseshoe Tourney that was held on September 12th.
They are now in possession of the Infamous
―Traveling Trophy‖. We all put up a fight and
had a great time. The last Onondaga members
up to bat were Terry E. and Dan. Great job
guys and gals. Special thanks to Oswego, (The
Host Chapter), for donating the entire funds
to Bob White’s family. Bob was our Official
Scorekeeper for sometime and passed away
after a long battle with cancer. In what
Oswego did in donating $$ to Bob’s family is a
TRUE showing of Brotherhood. Also, a Special
Thanks to our Officers, Members of Onondaga
Chapter, Cayuga Chapter, and our State President for making participating in such a worthy cause.
It’s been great talking to you all, I must go
now as it’s time to feed the laundry and wash
the cat. Happy Holidays to EVERYONE!!

Onondaga Chapter ―FOREVER‖
Kneez in the Breez
Onondaga Chapter Prez,
WB

LONG ISLAND
The Long Island Chapter raised $5000 this
year at their Veterans’ Appreciation Run in
June. The monies were distributed to the
Veterans Administration Medical Center, the
9-1-1
Veterans
Organization
and
the
American Legion Post 273 Color Guard in
Riverhead. Picture on page 38.

BEVERAGE COMPANY, INC.

Historic

Seeber’s

Box 1035 1043 Co. Rt. 25 Oswego, NY 13126
(315) 343-5221 Fax (315) 343-9464
Daniel E. Dorsey President

Tavern

“Good Booze At Good Prices”
Main St., Smithville Flats, NY 13841-0027
Rooms
For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of New York State Business Seminar
Where: Owego Treadway Inn
1100 State Route 17C
Owego, NY 13827
(607) 687-4500
When: January 15-17, 2010
1/15: State Board Meeting 1/16: Seminar
Reservations:
Reservations should be confirmed ASAP. The State has reserved a block of rooms for Friday & Saturday
night.
Rooms cost is $78.00/night for 2 people. The State will NOT pay for Chapter’s rooms unless a written request for payment assistance is made. Request should be made to the State President by December 18,
2009.
When calling for room reservations, you must state that you are with ABATE of New York, Inc., and your
Chapter name, to guarantee these rates. You will need a credit card to reserve the rooms; however they will
take a Chapter Check for payment upon check-out.
All Board Members must make their reservations at the Owego Treadway Inn.
NOTE: If the Treadway Inn becomes full, members can get rooms in the Holiday Inn (607) 687-9000 or at
the Hampton Inn (607) 687-4600.
Who is to attend?
Every chapter must be represented by 4 officers: President, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, and Legislative Coordinator. Other officers and members may attend but you must sign them up. Call the State Office
by December 30, 2009.
All Members of ABATE of NY, are also allowed to attend
***What each chapter must bring to the seminar:
Two Bank Corporate Resolution papers. One signed by your President, Treasurer and one other key officer. One unsigned in case of error on the first one.
Two Bank Signature Cards. One signed and one unsigned.
Bank Corporate Resolution papers and bank cards need to be given to the State President. The State
President needs to sign both and the State Secretary must apply the Corporate seal.
List of Officers for 2010, if not previously provided for the NYS Guidebook. (Complete name, city, phone
number and e-mail address.)
All required year-end paperwork and reports not previously submitted. (Treasurer and Membership)
Note: Dinner reservations must be made by December 30, contacting Chris Werder at
werder@frontiernet.net or by calling the State Office with the number to be attending dinner. Chapters
will be paying for their own dinners ($20. per person). Payment may be sent to the State Office or paid for
at the Seminar. If reservations are not made, then you will not be able to attend the dinner.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present
another level of membership, designed to memorialize
members passed.

Forever Members

The ABATE of New York Forever Member will be
memorialized through a unique card and memorial
certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New
York pins. Forever Members' names will be published in a special section of every subsequent issue of
The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New York
website.

You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.

The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure, pins perhaps to be saved or
placed at the grave, and the publication so
all remember.

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt
Robert Taylor

Forever Membership has been established at a onetime cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at time
of death.

Chris Peek

For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE
of New York member through Forever Membership,
please contact the State Office Manager at 888-3444400, or cwerder@frontiernet.net

And in the end, it's not the years in your life
that count. It's the life in your years.
*Abraham Lincoln

Niagara Falls N.Y. Chapter
Harley Owners Group
PO Box 603, Niagara Falls, NY 14120

www.nfhog.net

Meetings 3rd Thursday of Month
8:00 PM
American Legion Post
6525 Ward Road
Sanborn, NY

The First in Synthetics ®
SINCE 1972

ROBERT “BOBP” PIACENTE
AMSOIL AND ALTRUM AUTHORIZED DEALER
ZO# 1434872
47-37 245th Street
Douglaston, NY 11362
(917) 747-0662
piagent@nyc.rr.com
www.lubedealer.com/bobp

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Avoid a Car Insurance Premium Increase

By: Philip L. Frankel Esq

Some People Try to Avoid a Car Insurance Premium Increase by Submitting Medical Bills to
Their Health Insurance, But That's a Bad Idea!
I recently received calls from a few people who submitted medical bills to their health insurance company after being injured in a car accident because they didn't want their car insurance premiums to increase.
Before calling me, one client submitted a substantial amount of hospital and medical bills to
her health insurance company. After I was retained, the health insurance company asserted a
lien on her case for the amount paid. Although I successfully prevented the health insurance
company from getting any of my client's money, it was a long time before she was able to get
her money.
New York State No-Fault law says that when an injury is caused by the use or occupation of a
car, medical bills must be submitted to the No-Fault insurance company if No-Fault insurance
is available. However, many hospitals and doctors are only too happy to bill your health insurance company instead of No-Fault. They don't seem to care if it violates the law or costs you
money later.
If you have a personal injury claim, this can cost you money later because No-Fault is not allowed to be reimbursed for the first $50,000 paid for benefits. However, most health insurance
plans state that the health insurance company is to be reimbursed if you recover money from a
personal injury claim.
Some health insurance companies are now submitting every medical bill to outside companies
for review. These collection companies use computer software to look for billing codes which
indicate a traumatic injury. When found, they begin to investigate. When they discover that
money was paid for injuries for which you are being represented by a lawyer, they will assert a
lien on your case seeking reimbursement of the money paid for your medical treatment.
If your hospital or surgery bill is submitted to your health insurance, the amount of the lien can
be significant. Your lawyer will now have to negotiate a reduction of the lien which could still
cost you thousands of dollars.
You can avoid a lien from being asserted against your case by submitting your medical bills to
your No-Fault insurance instead of your health insurance. If No-Fault denies further treatment, your medical bills will be submitted to your health insurance but you should continue to
send your bills to No-Fault within 45 days of treatment so they can be litigated later.

If you have a question you would like to submit, please send your question to ABATE@1800HURT911.com
Philip L. Frankel Esq. is an attorney representing people hurt in motorcycle accidents and other accidents.
The foregoing is for informational purposes and should be considered advertising, not legal advice which
should only be obtained by formally contacting a lawyer to discuss your specific circumstances. Mr. Franckel
is the founder of www.HURT911.org, www.HURT911Biker.com, and owns and advertises 1-800-HURT911. If you have been hurt in a motorcycle accident, construction accident, or any kind of accident, call Phil
Franckel for a free consultation at 1-800-HURT-911.
“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction you choose.
You're on your own. And you know what you know. You are the one who'll decide where to go.”
Submitted by Suzi Q ABATE of NY PR
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Buffalo-Erie
ABATE
75th anniversary party
at the Springville Traveler's club house. As
you can see a good time
was had by all. I was
able to hang up our
large banner (mobile
billboard).
Pete

Ralph Wagonblott
Dick and Mary Jane Gielski

Pete and his twin
sister Dorthy

Westley
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Corporation versus Organization, Numbers Don’t Lie
By Pete Smith, Treasury Manager
By now most of the membership should know
that I am no longer your elected State Treasurer, and by the time you read this I will be
the proud Father of the arrival of my Son,
Griffin Fitzgerald Smith and my Daughter,
Jenna Rose Smith. I’m sure my wife Stephanie
will be recovering well and big brother Parker
will be excited to have some siblings to play
with. It’s been a great honor representing
ABATE of NY, Inc. as your State Treasurer
from 2006 to July 2009, many good things I feel
have been accomplished. Your chapter representatives should know what a state treasurer
needs to provide to give a snapshot of the corporation’s fiscal status. For those well wishers
from the last State Meeting, I thank you; again
it was my honor to serve. I’m not totally out of
the picture as I remain your appointed Treasury Manager, I would like to continue this position should the board choose to keep me.
Please welcome Deb Trask as your new State
Treasurer and hold her to the same standards
that I have put into place since 2006. I’m sure
Deb will do a great job providing the same financial reports I produced which should answer any financial question you may have.
A Corporation versus an Organization, what’s
the difference between the two? Well for
ABATE of NY, they work hand in hand, but the
two are very distinctive. The corporation runs
the daily operations like any other business; it
pays the bills, keeps the financial records, controls the membership, handles the advertisers,
maintains the website, manages the newsletter, and files the tax returns. The organization
accomplishes the mission of ABATE of NY for
motorcycle safety and awareness. We all want
to focus and concentrate on the organization
to help motorcyclist’s rights, but we also need
to focus on running the corporation. It’s interesting to note that your State Board’s primary
function is administrating the organization,
and your State Appointee’s primary function
is running the corporation under the Boards
supervision, all very important jobs. When
your chapter representative’s go to the state
meetings to voice your collective thoughts,
they need to put on both their corporation hat
and their organization hat. They are your
For information 1-888-344-4400

voice; they speak on behalf of you and your
chapter.
So now let’s talk shop and about your officer’s
duties as the 2010 elections will soon be here.
Members, it is your elected leaders duty to attend all state meetings; this has been mentioned and stressed by many other state officers. How can your collective voice be heard
when no one from your chapter is there to
speak on your behalf? The last state meeting
in August had 16 out of 23 chapters show up,
that’s only 70% of the voice of ABATE. Should
that be acceptable, are you ok with no one
from your chapter going to the mandatory
meetings? It’s a lot of work and dedication to
attend these meetings, they last all day, it’s
frustrating and gratifying, at times emotions
are through the roof. Some issues get resolved,
some get tabled, some don’t get the needed attention they deserve, but it’s necessary to run
this corporation and organization the way you
wish it to run. Your chapter President is required to go to these meetings, if he/she can
not make it, you send another officer, if they
can not attend, your chapter can designate a
member to represent your voice, someone
needs to be there, and all meetings are open to
the collective membership. 70%, how would
you feel if your employer only paid you 8 out
of 12 months, would you feel happy and satisfied? 70%, this means of our 3,000 plus members, 900 members did not get their representation they were entitled to and deserved at
the last meeting, was your chapter one of
them? Hold you elected officer’s accountable
to the duties they signed on to perform.
Finances, I will admit that as your former
State Treasurer I was more conservative in
regards to how we spent our funds, but I think
that type of financial perspective from my occupation as an Accountant by trade was expected. I ran through graphs, charts, and statistical analysis of financial trends to make my
recommendations. This information is key
when making money decisions, ask your chapter President how they liked the financial
spreadsheet I provided them at the last state
meeting which presented your individual
chapter’s four to five year Profit and Loss
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Corporation versus Organization, Numbers Don’t Lie continued from page 22
numbers. This is a great tool to see your results in Black and White. For those 16 chapters that were there to receive the reports,
Presidents you now have a trend analysis to
utilize in your decision making process. Of the
16 chapters present, my report handout also
included the summary amount of the State
funds, a chart of which chapters provided
their Treasury reports, and if they were submitted on time. I also provided the proposed
2010 Budget analysis for your collective review and guidance. If you are one of the 7
chapters missing from the last meeting I’m
sure this information would have been be useful to you.
Numbers don’t lie; I have raised a flag of concern regarding our finances and have warned
many times that our cash flow is steadily decreasing. My recent financial concerns and
motions were all voted down by a majority
vote from your representatives attending the
last meeting; please make no mistake in thinking we will always have the funds to pay for
everything we want to do for the organization.
We are spending more than we are bringing
in, once the money is gone, it’s gone. Sometimes tough decisions have to be made, though
unpopular, it should be for the good of the organization. I have done everything possible to
warn you about this on the financials, for example; our Money Market Fund which at our
highest point was nearly $86,000 is now down
to $71,000. Are we safe in 2010, yes I’m sure we
will be fine; my concern reaches out further
into the future for our organization. If we
keep operating at the large losses I predict,
within approximately 5 years the Money Market Fund will be fully depleted. Please ask

Proud Supporter
A.B.A.T.E. of New York

Gowanda Harley-Davidson
2535 Gowanda Zoar Rd. Gowanda, NY (716) 532-4584
www.gowandaharley.com
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your chapter representatives that voted down
my motion to save the corporation nearly
$23,000 in expenses when we are at a predictive $31,000 loss year how they plan on reducing this financial loss trend?
Good news, ABATE of NY Inc. will soon be getting the long awaited Sister corporation,
ABATE of NY Foundation, Inc.. We are in the
process of getting this new 501(c)(3) corporation set up. Let me explain the core function of
this new corporation. This foundation is not
being set up to help your individual treasuries. The main purpose of setting up the foundation is to seek out tax deductible donations
to help the mission of motorcycle safety and
education. The entity is totally separate from
the current 501(c)(4) corporation. This foundation will allow us to apply for federal and state
grants. We will be able to do raffles to support
the foundation’s treasury. There will need to
be some logistics to iron out in regards to the
usage of the state foundation for individual
chapter charitable events, which will be a
work in progress. There will need to be an
election of the Foundation Board of Director’s
separate of the corporation’s board. Scheduled
foundation meetings will need to take place in
conjunction with the corporate meetings,
therefore future meetings might last longer, or
they could be shorter if we utilize efficient
meeting discussion rules. The estimated time
of completion is by the end of 2009.
Lot’s of changes are happening all for the good
of the organization. Let’s set aside any personal differences we may have and keep the
positive attitudes for the goals we wish to accomplish for our fellow members and riders.
Naked Motorcycle Rider Hit with DUI
OCALA, Fla. (AP) - Authorities say a Florida man was
charged with driving under the influence after he was
spotted riding his motorcycle naked. The Marion County
deputy was driving on Interstate 75 early Tuesday when
he spotted what appeared to be a naked man on a
motorcycle. The deputy caught up with 45-year-old J.
Dante Krauss at a red light and stopped him. Capt.
Mike Rolls said Krauss could not explain where he was
coming from or why he was naked. Rolls said the deputy
asked him if he had been drinking, and he answered
that he had. Breathalyzer tests revealed blood alcohol
levels above .08, the state's legal limit to drive. Krauss
was charged ... turned out to be his fifth DUI.
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Motorcycle Checkpoints Revisited by: Ed Hanley
Motorcycle checkpoints don’t seem to be going away,
so neither am I (just kidding). Kidding aside, I’d
like to begin by saying “thanks” to our ABATE leadership for letting me spout off about motorcycle-only
checkpoints in September’s edition of “The Freedom
Writer.” I will keep this contribution considerably
shorter.
As we already know, these checkpoints fast became
one of New York State’s favorite little money makers after their inception in October, 2007. Considering the train wreck Albany has made of our State’s
budget in particular and our economy in general, I
doubt it will put a stop to them voluntarily. But
while our bureaucrats in Albany may have been the
first ones to feed at this particular fiscal trough,
their counterparts in Trenton, New Jersey appear
ready to take the tactic to a whole new level.
Briefly, New Jersey wants to eliminate annual
safety inspections for motorcycles entirely. Annual
inspections would be replaced by “self inspections”
and - you guessed it - random roadside safety checkpoints. Basically – New York’s checkpoint program
on a grand scale. Anywhere. Anytime. All the
time.
Check out the ABATE of the Garden State
website (www.gardenstateabate.org) for the full
story. And keep in mind that, as unacceptable as it
is now, our situation here in New York could be
worse.
We might also keep in mind that efforts to end this
type of State-sanctioned harassment here in New
York, even if successful, will do nothing to actually
improve motorcycle safety. So it seems to me that,
if we’re going to condemn what our State is presently doing under the guise of motorcycle safety,
then perhaps we should be prepared to suggest
what they might be doing instead. That’s an aspect
that’s been pretty much absent in the checkpoint
dialogue thus far, and I’d like to offer something
that might help fill the void. Oddly enough, a somewhat better approach to improving motorcycle
safety has already been devised by the State Police
themselves. Unfortunately, they’re just not our
State Police, but rather those in Washington State.
In the July 2008 online edition of the law enforcement journal “The Police Chief” (see the “archives/
past issues” section at “policechiefmagazine.org”)
there’s an article about our checkpoints written by a
For information 1-888-344-4400

New York State Police official. I first noticed this
rather self-serving bit of PR last year. What I did
not notice was, in the very same issue, an article
detailing the Washington State Patrol’s approach to
improving motorcycle safety. I would like to suggest
that both articles are well worth reading. The contrast between the two approaches is startling. Not
only is the Washington State article interesting for
what it says, it’s downright fascinating for what it
doesn’t say.
It doesn’t say anything about unapproved helmets.
Or illegal exhaust systems. Or non-conforming Vehicle Identification Numbers. Or preparations for
high speed pursuits. It talks about motorcycle rider
fatalities, the underlying causes, and actions that
might help reduce motorcycle-related fatalities and
injuries. Why, it almost sounds as if the article is
actually about safety, doesn’t it?
I don’t know what the riding environment is like for
our motorcycling brethren (and sisthren) in The Evergreen State. I’ve never ridden any further west
than Wyoming (yet). It might be a rider’s paradise;
it might not be. But at least their cops appear to be
more focused on safety than on collecting revenue.
In stark contrast to our own New York State Police,
the Washington State Patrol actually seems concerned about improving the safety of their fellow
citizens who ride, and that’s reflected in their approach. And while their approach may not be perfect, they apparently have their heads in the right
place.
Maybe they have better bureaucrats in Washington
State (actually, that’s not too hard to imagine).
Maybe they’re smarter than our bureaucrats, or
have more common sense. Maybe they just do
things differently out west. However, they definitely seem to show more respect for the citizens
they serve; in this case, citizens who ride motorcycles. If the bureaucrats in Albany truly want to improve motorcycle safety, perhaps they should seriously consider abandoning the current “homegrown”
checkpoint approach and start looking around for a
better way. Because, clearly, there ARE better
ways to go about improving motorcycle safety.
IF, of course, improving safety is truly the goal.
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Iron Block Harley-Davidson
Route 81 Exit 42

17890 Goodnough St.
Adams Center, NY 13606
(315) 583-6177
www.ironblock.com

Forking by Frank
FRANK’S
MAINTENANCE & ENGINEERING, INC.
Replacement fork tubes
for most motorcycles.
Stock, over or under.

945 PITNER AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60202
847-475-1003

Far and away the best prize that life offers is
the chance to work hard at work worth doing.
Theodore Roosevelt
Speech in New York, September 7, 1903
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368 W RIDGE RD
ROCHESTER N.Y. 14615
585-482-7260
Harley-Davidson/Buell of Utica

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLE
CLOTHING AND APPAREL NEEDS

4870 Commercial Drive
New York Mills, NY 13417
Tel. 315.797.5570 Fax 315.797.4564

askus@hdutica.com

www.extremebikerleather.com

To All Our Advertisers: Thank You for Advertising in the Freedom Writer

ATTORNEYS WHO RIDE KNOW

KANTOR & GODWIN
5800 MAIN STREET
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221
716-626-0404
www.kantorgodwin.com

KANTOR & GODWIN
Motorcycle Accident Attorneys

STEVEN L. KANTOR
ABATE MEMBER

TRUST OUR EXPERIENCE, WE GET RESULTS!
For information 1-888-344-4400

Page 26

www.abateny.org

NEW YORK STATE ABATE, INC State Board Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 1:40pm, and all members present stood to give the Pledge of Allegiance. There
were 55 members present for this meeting.
Roll call was taken with the following chapters in attendance: Buff-Erie, Cayuga, Columbia, Delaware, Finger
Lakes, Greene, Jefferson, Long Island, Monroe, North Ulster, Oneida, Onondaga, Orleans, Oswego, Southern Tier
and Wayne. The following chapters were not present:
Brooklyn, Chautauqua, Cort-Chen, Lewis, Niagara, Ontario
and Tompkins.
Motion #M14-09 made by Finger Lakes 2nd by Jefferson to
accept the minutes of the previous meeting as written and
distributed. Unanimous
Correspondence: Tim read a letter written about the loss
of a Syracuse University student in a motorcycle accident,
who was a decorated war veteran from the war in Afghanistan. Supposedly he had been wearing a “novelty” helmet at
the time of the crash. A journalism student had approached
the professor about doing an article on motorcycle safety. A
letter was sent to ABATE with a request to do an interview.
She did a phone interview with Roadkill. Roadkill read excerpts from the interview.
In a letter dated 8/7/09 Wild Bill wrote expressing his concern over supposed allegations made by VP Beth Gorman,
about who can go on Onondaga’s rides or to their officer or
chapter meetings. Beth responded to this letter that she had
received e-mails from other members who were not officers
of Onondaga, that they were informed that they could not
at-
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tend meetings. Beth informed Wild Bill that he cannot close
his meetings to the public. As had been insinuated in the
8/2009 Onondaga Newsletter, in the letter from the President.
Tim also read a letter from3 members of CCMS (Concerned
Citizens for Motorcycle Safety) who were resigning effective
immediately as committee members due to police harassment and their names put out as a sacrificial usage ploy.
President’s Report: Tim’s only item to report was the
award of the Scholarship to Jonathan Wharram, which he
had already, done at the Board meeting. So he no further
news to report.
Vice President’s Report: Beth stated that she had no report at this time. Everything will come under Committee Reports.
Treasurer’s Report: Tim introduced Deb Trask as our new
State Treasurer. She was voted in by the Board at their last
Board Meeting, and she has already taken her oath of office. Deb read her report and stated the bills to be paid. She
then asked if there were any questions. She was given a
warm welcome and a round of applause.
Motion #M15-09 made by Finger Lakes and 2nd by Oneida
to accept the Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Unanimous
Legislative Coordinator’s Report: George started by saying that he would like to tell everyone that everything is just
swell, because he is our Legislative Coordinator. But, he
can’t say that.
We have problems out there and with certain people, David
Gant comes to mind. But he is not the only one.
The face of 416-A is resurfacing in NYC. Thanks to Tonya
and Nancy we are able to stay on top of it. There will be a
meeting in the next couple weeks to talk with the people
who are writing the bill. They have made some changes
such as reducing the amount of the fine. But after reading it
George saw this as the most punitive motorcycle exhaust
law in the world. One statement in the paperwork at the bottom says that they have given 270 days for the police department to write the enforcement rules for this. George will
be fighting this issue very hard. He was in NYC recently for
a meeting at Tonya’s house. He was parked out front on the
street. He was given a $65.00 ticket, but no one in front of
him or behind him was ticketed. They must just love him in
NYC.

5 NEW YORK LOCATIONS
217 Rt. 32 North
New Platz, NY 12561

141 Remson Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

4208 Union Road.
Buffalo, NY 14225
Ph:1-800-635-1383

For information 1-888-344-4400

320 West Rt.#59
Central Nyack, NY

Town Line Plaza
3047 W. Henrietta rd.
Rochester, NY 14616

Everyone needs to get together their own Legislative Committee and stay involved. Stay on top of what is happening
in your area; it can come your way. Seize the opportunity to
talk with influential people and make your concerns known.
Mitch Proner is attempting to gather more motorcyclists in
NYC to develop more ABATE Chapters there. Elections are
coming up – be involved in your local community politics.
Run for office, anyone can. We need to be ACTIVE.
Public Relations Report: Suzi reported that she has
brought a truck load of stuff to the meeting. Yard signs,
bumper stickers, pens, etc. She feels that we should also
order more yard signs so that we will have an adequate supPage 27
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ply for the Seminar in January. These freebies are yours;
bought for you by the State Board, so please take what you
need. Just a reminder that if you decide to collect money for
these items, instead of giving them away, then you must ask
for a donation for them. We are not in the business of sales.
If anyone has any ideas for the future please let Suzi know.
A couple weeks ago Suzi was interviewed on R news about
the State Trooper Road Blocks. She also reminded them
that she would also like to talk about Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness. She was interviewed by Virginia Butler and
there was a reference made by the station to Operation
Safe Stop. This topic was not brought up by Suzi and this is
not what she discussed in the interview. After the interview
aired Roadkill sent a letter to Virginia Butler and cc’d several
others that Operation Safe Stop is referenced to School Bus
Safety and that we are not opposed to this particular program. Ms. Butler responded that she now understood and
that the video had been edited. Unfortunately we lost our
chance on the video, but at least the problem has been corrected. Suzi does have another upcoming interview with
Virginia Butler to talk about Motorcycle Safety and Awareness on R News.
Suzi is also now writing for NY Biker. They were advertising
on Rochester Rides for anyone interested in contributing
articles to them. She contacted Tony and explained her
back ground and he was please to have her as a write for
them. It is not a paid position, but it does Suzi an opportunity
to do what she loves most. You can view her articles at
www.ny-biker.com under the heading of Sweet Talk.
She also stated that she is not going to run for the Public
Relations position again this year. She now has a son entering college and she has been able to complete the novel
she has been working on. She knows that these are personal and selfish reasons for this, but she is OK with that.
She will still remain active as a member at large, and we will
still be seeing her around, she is not going away. She is
also willing to help whoever takes over with anything they
might need. We wish her the best of luck.
Prospector was recognized and he reported that along with
the Public Relations subject, that he had received an invite
to attend the Annual Traffic Safety Show at Crossgate Mall
in Albany. Unfortunately this will be at the same time as the
Meeting of the Minds, so he will not be able to go. This will
be held on Sept. 26th & 27th and it would make a great PubJohn Malyj
President

Geneva Harley-Davidson
Sales & Service, Inc.
1103 Routes 5 & 20
Geneva, NY 14456
For information 1-888-344-4400

Phone (315) 789-7976
Fax (315) 789-3720
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lic Relations opportunity for us since as far as he knows we
are the only motorcycle organization that would be represented. He is turning over the information to Suzi
Tom asked about the bumper stickers, his chapter would
like to have T-shirts made with the Bumper Sticker logo put
on the shirts. It was felt that it was a good idea and that
there would be no problem since it is our own design.
At this time Kathy asked of Deb and Pete if Cayuga and
Orleans chapter’s financials were up to date now. Orleans
and Cayuga are both now up to date was the response
given.
Roadkill brought with him the bumper stickers issued by
NYS which we finally received. He also has a copy of the
Freedom Rally 2009 for each chapter. This video according
to Roadkill is a good training tool as to what not to do. Some
of the sound quality is not very good; there are some individuals that you cannot even hear. Roadkill also has the
MSF Intersection Training video. He was able to get these
through the DMV at no cost to us. He has enough for each
chapter and extras to cover the new year at the Seminar.
Also as a reminder to all that this material is MSF copy written so please do not reproduce any of it. Copies of both videos were handed out to all chapters present as well as a
supply of the bumper stickers. For some chapters not present the some of the Regional Coordinators took their sets
as well. If you are in question about your copy contact
you’re our Regional Coordinator.
Region A Report: Meeting was held in July with 4 chapters
present. Michael did receive e-mails from 2 of the chapters
that were not able to be present. There were 3 visitors to the
meeting the State President, State VP Beth Gorman and
Legislative Coord. George Gorman. The chapters present
discussed their upcoming events. No one had any further
issues. The next meeting will be held on 10/8/09. Also Michael mentioned that Finger Lakes ABATE rescheduled
their Dice Run for 8/29/09 and all are invited, sign up is at
Arkport Cycles who is also offering a 15% discount that day
to all participants of the run on new merchandise, except
motorcycles.
Region C Report: Keith reported that their run from Quaker
Steak and Lube went fairly well. They donated $700.00 to
the MRF; this check was turned over to Prospector. Sept.
12th is their Horseshoe Tournament.
Region D Report: Jim reported that Long Island had held a
run to benefit the various veterans’ organizations in the area
and they raised $5000.00 for these organizations. Also, next
weekend will be their annual camp out on August 22 nd and
23rd the cost is $35.00 per person and this covers everything. They expect a very large turnout and a great time. Jim
has been talking with the Brooklyn Chapter and they apologized for the late reports, there was a computer problem
with the Treasurer’s hard drive. They also spoke about the
fact that Brooklyn is having trouble maintaining the minimum
number of officers for their chapter. They have discussed
the possibility of the 52 members merging into the Long Island chapter and maybe then develop another new chapter
(back to 2 again) that could satisfy the needs of both chap-
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ters. This is all a work in progress and Jim will keep the
Board updated.
Region E Report: Gary reported that he met with region
chapters and talked about more effective communication
skills that is needed between chapters. Meeting ended with
a better understanding of how to achieve this goal. Shared
planned runs which are coming up this summer and fall.
Sgt at Arms: Tom discussed his idea of making holders for
the chapter signs, to be used when voting or seeking recognition to speak. He felt that the placing the sign vertically
instead of horizontal would be more visible. And that they
could eventually be accessorized by each chapter. He felt
that these would be a great idea for the State Chapter meetings. Kathy added that they might not be useful at the chapter meetings, but would be great at the State Seminar. Several others agreed with this. It was suggested that the signs
be put on shorter sticks than the sample that Tom brought
with him to the meeting. One member asked if the names
could be posted on both sides. They were told that at one
time all the signs were two sided, but when some of them
came up missing they had to be replaced in a hurry.
Motion #M16-09 made by Buff-Erie and 2nd by Columbia
that Tom submits a proposal for the cost of making the sign
holders. Unanimous
Roadkill introduced the State Web Master, John Cholewa;
he keeps our site up to date and keeps us informed. John
stated that if anyone has any questions or information to
please contact him at the e-mail address listed in the guidebook.
State Office Manager’s Report: Chris sent the State
Board and Chapter membership reports with Roadkill. He
had distributed to all who were present. Her report also
stated that we are up in membership by 4.8% from last year
and we have taken in a total of 491 new members. Someone had asked about having emergency contact numbers
and the number for AVIS Rental added to the membership
cards. Chris replied that this would be very costly because it
would involve changes needing to be made to the whole
program.
Committee Reports:
Freedom Rally: Ralph stated that he has an idea to find a
new design for the T-shirts next year. He would like to have
each chapter submit a design to him. The designs would be
displayed at the Seminar in January and everyone could
vote then on their favorite. There were suggestions made on
what the winning designer would receive.
Motion #M17-09 made by Jefferson and 2nd by Oneida to
hold a design contest for a new design on the 2010 Freedom Rally T-shirts. The winner will receive a free T-shirt, pin
and 1 year free membership. This will be coordinated by
Ralph. Unanimous
Next year’s Freedom Rally is set for May 17, 2010, be sure
to mark your calendars. It question was brought up about
the possibility of ABATE of NY, Inc. being able to contact a
hotel in the Albany area to see about setting aside a block of
For information 1-888-344-4400
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rooms and maybe a discounted rate. It was suggested that
Blackthorn’s might be one possible solution. We might even
be able to hold our State Board and State Chapter meeting
there as well. Roadkill will ask Chris to look into this.
Old Business: By-Laws: Pam spoke on the fact that the
last time the By-Laws were revised were in 2004. She has
been chairperson of this committee for some time now. She
met with Tom Alton earlier today and is turning over the
chairmanship to Tom. But, she did remind the rest of the
Board that we are all on the committee. Thank you Pam for
all your hard work.
State Seminar: Beth asked Roadkill if he had heard from
Violet Lucas. And Beth stated she would call her again. She
also stated that Karen from Columbia has been in contact
with ABATE Iowa member Dwayne Wyeiorson (sp) inviting
him to be our guest speaker at the Seminar in January. Not
all of the details have been worked out yet.
Revisit Motion #M12-09 to waive any further prosecution or
investigation on the alleged missing deposit funds from the
2005 Freedom Rally of approximately $1,400.00 that the
former State Treasurer, Sandy Marshall was to have deposited into the State Checking account. Vote was as follows: 4
yes, 9 no – motion fails. Prior to the vote there was a
lengthy discussion. Several members voiced their opinions.
Revisit Motion #M13-09 to save on printing costs, reduce
the number of printed copies of the State Newsletter from 6
issues to 3 issues per year. The other 3 issues will be produced and submitted on-line on the organization website for
all to download. Vote was as follows: 4 yes, 11 no – motion
fails. Prior to the vote there was a lengthy discussion. Several members voiced their opinions.
Motion #M18-09 made by Prospector with a 2nd by Columbia to supply Prospector with 200 additional copies of the
Newsletter, shipped to his address for distribution to the
chapters that want them. Unanimous
It was stated that an article will be placed in the next Newsletter to entice any members who do not wish to receive the
hard copy of the Newsletter or if any household that receives more than one (1) if they would be happy getting only
one (1) copy. This will also include who they should contact
to arrange this.
New Business: The discussion of formation of another
Chapter follows. A number of members of Onondaga Chapter would like to split from Onondaga and form another
chapter in the Syracuse area. Ed Crandall spoke on the difficulties that still exist. And the high tension between certain
members. They don’t want to fight anymore. They would like
to form another chapter and they would like to see an equitable distribution of the finances, from Onondaga Chapter.
Roadkill asked if it is because of the location of their meetings. They responded that moving the meeting to another
location would not help, and that the vote would never pass
to do so. Roadkill then stated that they would have to resign
from Onondaga and reapply as new members looking to
form a chapter, which would mean they would have to pay
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their dues all over again. Those present were fine with that.
It was also mentioned that some members do not come to
meetings because of the location and they are concerned
about the fact that Mr. Letson carries a gun and is a bully.
Originally they wanted to notify all of their members of what
has taken place and what they would like to do. But, this has
not happened. They would rather proceed to form a new
chapter today.
There was massive discussion on this issue. Ed has no intentions of interfering with what is going on in Onondaga at
this time. But he has an issue with what is going on with the
finances of the chapter right now. Jerry Letson is the Treasurer, Products Officer, Membership Officer, Vice President
and maybe other officers. Ed would like to see the Board
intervene on the finances, other than discretionary spending. It was also noted that Mr. Letson is the only person in
control of the chapter money. All they are asking for is the
Boards help with this, and when all is said and done the
Board will be happy with the results.
It was suggested that Ed contact the State Office Manager
for the full membership roster. Ed can send the letters to the
full membership at the chapter’s expense, with an explanation of the ongoing issues. Oneida Chapter is also willing to
help sponsor the new chapter with a $200.00 donation.
Motion #M19-09 made by Oneida and 2nd by Long Island
that the Onondaga Chapter President send a letter to all
members of the chapter, followed by a post card sent by the
State Office, asking the members to return the card with
their choice of chapter, either Onondaga or the newly
formed Syracuse Chapter. Once the votes are counted, that
the monies from Onondaga be distributed between the two
(2) chapters, based on the percentage of members. Unanimous
The question was raised as to whether the State Board can
sanction a chapter for failure to comply with the State ByLaws? The following is a quote from the By-Laws. Article X,
Section A. Chapter’s elected officers shall consist of and be
responsible for: Sub section 3 Treasurer: section d. Shall
give a report to the Officers and Membership of their Chapter on a monthly basis or as requested by the Chapter President. As of today Ed Crandall is reinstated as President of
Onondaga Chapter and he does have the empowerment to
ask for the financials of Onondaga Chapter. The Board can
do nothing further until such time as ED is denied access to
the financial records of the chapter.
The newly formed Syracuse Chapter officers took their
Oaths of Office. President Bob Knapp, VP Rich ?, Treasurer
Donna Knapp, Membership Felicia Bowman, Legislative
Coordinator Christina Rathbun. Roadkill also asked Prospector to order the Syracuse Chapter banner be made. Also
all of the above mentioned members transferred from Onondaga Chapter to Syracuse Chapter. These were done in
writing and Roadkill will deliver them to the State Office
Manager. Ed Crandall has refused to resign from Onondaga
Chapter at this time. Roadkill introduced the newly formed
Syracuse Chapter.
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to give Delaware Chapter their $250.00 start up donation
from the State Board. Unanimous
Motion #M20-09 made by Prospector and 2nd to donate
$5000.00 to the MRF. Unanimous
At this time Prospector addressed the group about the request for donations for the MRF. He stated that he had
called the Legislative Coordinator for each chapter except
Delaware explaining what he was looking for. He was looking for something unique to each area of the state. For example he asked Finger Lakes about possibly a bottle of
wine since we are in wine country or perhaps something
from Watkins Glen Race Track. Anyone can donate shirts
from their chapters; he was looking for something a little
more creative this year. If anyone brought theirs with them
today he will take them. Also he would like to see all chapters become members of the MRF. Currently about one half
of the state chapters belong. The sustaining membership
dues are $100.00.
Also ABATE PACT has a new
address: 72 Youngs Ave., Baiting Hollow, New York 11933.
Nominations:
President
Beth Gorman (abstain) by Bob Knapp
Vice President
Pete Shufelt by Roadkill
Beth Gorman by Felicia Bowman
Treasurer
Deb Trask by Roadkill
Secretary
Kathy Grasby by Beth Gorman
Legislative Co.
George Gorman by Christina
Rathbun
Sgt. @ Arms
Gary Meyers by Roadkill
Public Relations Karen Kittle by Roadkill
Region A Co.
Michael Grasby by George Gorman
Region C Co.
Christina Rathbun by Bob Knapp
Tom Alton by Keith Borland
Region D Co.
Region E Co.
Roadkill by Gary Meyers
Roadkill stated that there were still 2 items on the agenda
under New Business; these are the 2010 Budget Proposal
and the 2010 Foundation paperwork. These will be discussed at the next State Board meeting.
Motion made to adjourn at 5:10pm.
Kathy A. Grasby
State Secretary

Nature gave men two ends - one to sit on and
one to think with. Ever since then man's
success or failure has been dependent on the
one he used most.
~George R. Kirkpatrick

(Board) Motion #B49-09 made by Gary and 2nd by Michael
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Meeting was called to order at 10:05am by Beth. All stood
and gave the Pledge of Allegiance

minutes of the previous meeting as printed and distributed.
8 Board members voted yes, 1 was out of the room.

Roll call of Officers present was taken: Pres., Vice Pres.,
Treasurer, Secretary, Legislative Coord., Sgt. @ Arms, Public Relations Coord., Region A Coord., Region D Coord.,
and Region E Coord. The Region C Coord. was absent.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Roadkill started off the meeting by stating that he was in
receipt of the letter dated August 22, 2009. Per the 30 days
to respond, he will not be giving his response until September 22, 2009. He did provide the State Secretary with a letter dated September 18, 2009 in which he states this position. Roadkill also e-mailed a copy of this letter to the State
Board and Mr. de Freitas. Roadkill’s letter of 9/18/09 was
read into the record.
Ms Graspy,
I am in receipt of you letter post marked Aug 24, 2009 in
which you've inappropriately requested my resignation.
I legitimately joined the Onondaga Chapter as a Chapter
member to move for removal of Ms. Rathbun from office
because her act of improper public criticism of the President
of the statewide organization, and evidenced her lack of
qualification for her position.
In your letter, in addition to the above, you have again
falsely accused me of being instrumental in the impeachment of Ed Crandal, and I again advise you that the membership, excluding myself, was responsible for that action.
Be advised that the thirty-day time frame referenced in Article XV B.5 of the bylaws will not have been reached until
Tuesday, September 22, 2009, and I do not anticipate advising you of my expected course of action until that date.
At this time George stated that he felt that Tim had had
more than 30 days notice of a pending impeachment. Referring to the fact that this had all been discussed at the State
Board Meeting held on June 21, 2009.
A motion was made by George with a 2 nd by Suzie to move
for the impeachment of Tim “Roadkill” Werder as State
President/Director of ABATE of NY, Inc. After much discussion this motion was withdrawn.
During the discussion Suzi pointed out the fact that there
are at least 2 letters from members of ABATE asking for the
removal of Roadkill as President. It was also pointed out
that Roadkill has abused his position as President more
than once and also threatened various members of the
Board with a law suit. Suzi stated that she has various emails and discussions with other members of ABATE who
also feel that it is time for Tim “Roadkill” Werder to go. Gary
and Michael both pointed out that we need to follow proper
procedure. Kathy also made the point that “as much as this
pains me”, Roadkill does have until September 22, 2009 to
provide us with his response.
Motion #B50-09 made by Beth 2nd by Kathy to hold a Special Executive Board meeting prior to the Pre-Board Meeting
on November 21, 2009 at 11AM, based on the response
received by the Board from Tim on 9/22/09. Unanimous
Motion #B51-09 made by Michael 2nd by Gary to accept the
For information 1-888-344-4400

Per a report submitted by State Treasury Manager, Pete
Smith the financial reports for Cayuga Chapter have been
filed continuously late and incomplete. Their treasurer has
stated that he will be getting everything current and complete. He does understand that if he does not, then the
chapter will not be in good standing, and therefore unable to
vote at the next State Chapter’s meeting.
Deb stated that she will try to answer any questions regarding the proposed budget for 2010. Pete put this package
together and all chapters have been given a copy for their
review. This will be voted upon at the next State Chapter’s
meeting. Suzi also spoke on the fact that with the creation of
the 501.C3 Foundation, the money spent on Public Relations could now come from this Foundation. She has spent
approximately $2,000.00 this year for materials. There was
also a discussion about Deb being able to pay routine bills
when they come in, rather than having to wait for a State
Board meeting. Otherwise, we are being accumulated late
fees and/or interest. Deb was informed that she does have
the authority to pay the routine operating expenses as they
occur, and that she does not have to wait for Board approval. There was also a discussion about the cost of the
printing of the Newsletter. Chris and Kathy both had contacted the RIT/HUB concerning this. Chris had received a
response that during 2008-2009 the cost of printing alone
was $14,800.00 and this did not include the postage.
There was also a discussion regarding the bill we
received from our corporate attorney Mr. de Freitas. Roadkill
requested that the treasurer read the breakdown of the bill.
8/13/09 Impeachment questions $282.75
8/14/09 Phone conv. w/Sec. & Pres. 530.40
8/19/09 VP conversation 58.50
8/21/09 501.C3 247.50
8/24/09 501.C3 49.50
8/25/09 501.C3 115.50
8/26/09 501.C3 16.50
Total $1300.65
Roadkill’s issue with this bill was that we were charged so
much for the use of the attorney on the impeachment process. Kathy spoke on this. She is the one who spoke with the
attorney for approximately 45 minutes at his request. Roadkill had indicated a week prior to the phone conversation
that he would be getting in touch with the attorney and that
the Board should wait for his response. However, after waiting 1 week for the response, Mr. de Freitas was e-mailed in
regards to the situation. He responded via e-mail for one of
the Board officers to contact him with a phone number.
Kathy stated that she was not going to apologize for speaking with the attorney because it was the right thing to do.
At this time Roadkill also mentioned that there were to communications from Pete that might also need to be added to
the minutes of the meeting. The first was entitled “Numbers
Don’t Lie”, this was written for publication in the Newsletter.
The second was entitled “Spend,
Continued on Page 33
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FLATHEADS
to
TWIN CAMS

SUFFOLK COUNTY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Long Island’s Oldest Dealer Since 1960

4020 Sunrise Highway
Oakdale, New York 11769

Custom Bikes Built to Order ● Stock/
Aftermarket Replacement Parts ● Repair/
Service by Factory trained staff ● Riding apparel/Helmets/Leather

ROLLIN’ BONES MOTOR CO., INC.

www.hdsuffolk.com

536 Old Front St., Binghamton, NY 13905 Exit 5 off NY Rte. 81 N/S
607-773-1340 ● rollinbonesmotorco@netzero.com

631-244-9000
Fax: 631-244-0521

www.rollinbones.com

ED STEWART

ATV
Motorcycles
Snowmobiles

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.
949 Route 28
Kingston, New York 12401

Stone’s Snow Sled
Tel. 315-483-4329 or 315-331-2053
Fax 315-483-4585
www.stonessnowsleds.com

845.338.2800 phone
845.338.9497 fax

4386 Maple Ridge Road
Newark, NY 14513

visit our website at
www.woodstockharley.com

Your
Advertisement
Could
Be Here

ITHACA HARLEY-DAVIDSON, INC.
6033 Rt. 13, CAYUTA, NY 14824
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. Sat. 8-3
Phone 607-594-3536 Fax 607-594-3009 www.ithacah-d.com

Call Stuart Nicoll Phone: 585-426-9452

Promise only what you can deliver. Then deliver more
than you promise. ~Author Unknown
For information 1-888-344-4400

Sales
Service
Parts
Motorclothes

Don't get your knickers in a knot. Nothing is solved and it
just makes you walk funny. ~Kathryn Carpenter
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Spend, Spend”. Roadkill read both papers, and requested
that this be reflected in the minutes. It was also brought up
at this time about the issue of the Newsletter. George asked
why we couldn’t go to a quarterly printing.
Motion #B52-09 made by Michael 2nd by Gary for the
Treasurer to pay the bills and to accept her report. Unanimous Now moving on to the creation of the 501.C3 Foundation. Beth suggested that that since notification from our
attorney indicated that we should have at least 3 Directors
listed on the original corporation papers that we go with the
5 people who have already volunteered. These people
would only be temporary until such time as the Board votes
on a permanent Board of Directors for the Foundation. This
way we can move on. Roadkill asked what the names of the
5 volunteers were, they are as follows: Suzi Long, Beth Gorman, Chris Werder, Gary Myers and Pete Campenella.
Roadkill has an issue with Pete being listed as one of the
Board of Directors on the original certification of incorporation for the Foundation. This is because of a previous issue
involving supposedly racist’s remarks made by Pete. Roadkill feels this could reflect badly back on ABATE. Suzi does
not agree, and feels that is shouldn’t matter who is on the
Board of Directors. Michael feels we should get 3 people
and move on, also he feels that it should not be any of the
current State Board Officers. George reported that Bruce
Arnold, where the whole issue with Pete started is no longer
a member of Rochester Rides, he is dying out and not welcome. Jim feels that we should go with the 4 out of the 5
people who volunteered and explain to Pete what the concerns are. Gary feels that there is a potential for a problem.
Beth stated that she will vouch for Pete, that he is not a racist. She still wants him involved in some way, even if not on
the Board of Directors. Suzi wishes her name to be withdrawn as a volunteer for the Board of Directors.
Motion #B53-09 made by Michael 2nd by Gary to use the
following volunteers; Beth Gorman, Chris Werder and Gary
Myers as the temporary Board of Directors for the Foundation. 8 Board members voted yes and 1 voted no.
LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR’S REPORT:
George reported that the Primary elections are over in NYC.
Gerson lost in his District which puts him out of the race,
Chin won her Primary so she will be on the ballot come November. John Lu did not get 40% in his Primary race, but he
did garner enough votes to still be on the ballot in November
for NYC Controller. Christine Quinn who is Speaker of the
Council in NYC is not in favor of 416-A. But we still need to
keep our guard up; anything could change at any time.
There is also talks of a possible ABATE chapter forming in
the Bronx. Mitch Proner has sent numerous letters to the
motorcycling community in attempt to build awareness as to
what is happening to their rights as motorcycle riders and
owners.
Locally George reported that the Town of Riga did pass an
Off Road Law, but the Town of Ogden did not. As far as the
noise meter agreement George is not in favor of this. Since
there are laws already in place and have been for years. It
For information 1-888-344-4400
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was established at 82 decibels and the states keep changing them to high numbers. Roadblocks continue to be a
problem; he feels that we need more than a lawsuit to stop
them. He would like to see a hundred or so riders converge
on a State Troopers Barracks as a sign of protest.
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER REPORT:
Suzi stated that she had sent an e-mail to all PR officers in
each chapter telling them she is not running again this year.
She also stressed that they should go back to their respective chapters and discuss whether one of them would be
interested in running for the State Board as the Public Relations Officer. Suzi will still be doing the State Seminar this
year. She has a digital copy of some of the interviews that
were done this year, to use at the PR Session at the State
Seminar. She is also working on completing orders in order
to have everything in stock at the Seminar this year. All the
bumper stickers are gone including the DMV supply we had.
During a discussion on the bumper stickers we purchased it
was suggested that they should be less wordy and a higher
quality of vinyl.
Motion #B54-09 made by Suzi 2nd by Beth for $1,500.00
towards a replacement quantity of bumper stickers. These
will be of a better vinyl and a different design. Unanimous
REGIONAL COORDINATORS REPORTS:
Region A – Michael reported that Finger Lakes Chapter did
hold their run on August 29. And it still rained. His next regional meeting is in October. Michael also asked about an
issue that came up at the meeting in Ghent. He had submitted expenses related to the regional meeting he held as Region A Coordinator. He was told at that time by Pete that he
wouldn’t be paid, because it had never been done before.
His question is why? There was some discussion on this
and it was recognized by other coordinators that they should
be paid for their gas.
Motion #B55-09 made by Michael 2nd by Gary that the Regional Coordinators are reimbursed for their receipted gas
and tolls in the course of their duties. Unanimous
Region D – Jim reported that their camp Out was well attended this year and brought in some much needed funds
for their chapter. He has spoken with Tonya Cruz about her
becoming the Region D Coordinator for next year. He is
hoping to nominate her at the meeting in November. Long
Island ABATE is also one of the sponsors for a concert to be
held on October 4 to benefit 3 veterans organizations. This
venue is presented by the Town of Brookhaven, the Town
Board and Supervisor as well as the Suffolk Police Veterans
Association. ABATE of NY is listed as the sponsors for Molly
Hatchet. This will be just their first step towards future
events of this kind. Long Island is also offering a $5.00 coupon to any member who brings in a new member. The coupons are good for 1 year and they can be used towards that
member’s renewal fee. They are also working on a type of
Gift Membership that one person could buy for another;
there are still some details to be worked out on this yet.
Region E – Gary reported that the chapters in his region
have raised money for several
Continued on page 35
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NY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009
Send your events to John Cholewa, type the information and send a flyer if you have one.
E-MAIL EVENTS TO: NOMAD2000@HVC.RR.COM

For the latest, most up to date version of the calendar, go to our web page: www.abateny.org/events.htm
November 3
ELECTION DAY – EXERCISE YOUR RIGHTS AND VOTE!
November 8
ABATE of Long Island - Annual Food & Toy Run.
Sign up is from 10-11 a.m. at the Riverhead Elk's
Lodge, 1239 E. Main St., Riverhead and end at St.
Mary's Church in Hampton Bays. They provide a
great spread of food for us. Please donate an unwrapped toy or non-perishable food item. For more
information
visit
our
website
www.LongIslandABATE.org or call 1-888LIABATE.
November 21 ABATE State Chapter Meeting 1:00
pm American Legion Post 80 76 Main St. Binghamton, NY,
November 28
ABATE of Monroe County – Christmas Fundraiser
8pm to 1am. Location TBA For more information
call 585-234-0895 visit www.ABATEnyMonroe.org
December 3
Wayne ABATE's Christmas Party, Cherry Lanes,
Sodus, NY info: www.wayneabate.org
December 5
ABATE of Oswego County – Christmas Party
December 12 - 13
ABATE of Onondaga County - Christmas Party/Toy
Run Meet at the Loop Grill/Meeting Hall - More info
to come. Contact info. ABATE HQ @ (315) 849-5410
or (315) 455-1073. "Let Those That Ride Decide"
ABATE WANTS YOU!! Fight for your motorcycle
rights... before they're gone.
January 9 - 10
Hartford, CT. The 11th Annual Northeast Motorcycle Expo Hartford Connecticut Expo Center, 265
Reverend Moody Overpass Hartford Ct. Saturday
10AM to 8PM and Sunday 10AM to 5PM. The
Northeast Motorcycle Expo is a premiere event, featuring bikes on two, three, and even four wheels.
From the new rider to the world-traveler, this show
has got all the gear, parts, bikes, leather, and fashions that anyone needs or wants. Entertainment for
kids, big and small, plus shopping, beverages, and
For information 1-888-344-4400

more! We are the “Best of the Northeast!” Admission tickets are $15.00 for adults, $7.00 for children
6 to 12 years old, and “free” for children 5 and under. Directions to the facility can be found on our
website at www.kevmarv.com or by calling (978) 688
-8888. A Kev-Marv Production.
January 23 - 24
Salem, NH: The 13th Annual Northeast Motorcycle
Expo Rockingham Park Racetrack, Rockingham
Park Blvd, Salem NH.
Saturday 10AM to 5PM and Sunday 10AM to 5PM.
All brand Motorcycle show featuring the “Best of
Northeast” Custom Bike Show. We’ve got racing
bikes, classic bikes, touring bikes, and the craziest
custom built bikes around. Bring your family,
friends, and neighbors. There is entertainment for
kids big and small, shopping for the ladies, and motorcycle fashions, parts, and accessories galore.
Tickets are $13.00 per adult, $6.00 for children 6 to
12 years old and free for children 5 years old and
under. Directions can be found on our website
www.kevmarv.com or by calling (978) 688-8888. A
Kev-Marv Production.
January 30 - 31
Reading, PA: The 3rd Annual Northeast Motorcycle
Expo featured as the Berk’s County Motorcyclemania, Greater Reading Expo Center, 2525N 12th
Street Reading PA. Friday 3PM to 9PM, Saturday
10AM to 8PM, and Sunday 10AM to 5PM. Back for
a 3rd year, the Berk’s County Motorcyclemania presented by the Northeast Motorcycle Expo has got it
all. Hundreds of vendors will be in attendance displaying bike accessories, fashions, parts, new models, etc. There is entertainment for kids big and
small. Bikes that will make
Paid Advertisement
you scream, laugh, cry, and
pray for a beautiful spring!
Admission tickets are
$15.00 per person, children
6 to 12 years old $7.00 per
child and children 5 and
under free. Directions can
be found on our website
www.kevmarv.com or by
calling (978) 688-8888.
A Kev-Marv Production.
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charities. Membership is about the same. Everything is going pretty well.
Region C – Keith was absent from the meeting. But Roadkill did report that the Onondaga Horseshoe Tournament
went very well and was very well attended, also that Cayuga
walked off with the trophy.
SGT @ ARMS REPORT:
Tom is finishing the design on the sign holders, with shorter
posts. The theme color is in black and white. He has also
been in contact and waiting to hear back about the possibility of a new chapter in Madison County. Yard signs have
been a great success this year, very popular.
NEWSLETTER EDITOR REPORT:
Pam read an e-mail sent by Kathy to the RIT/HUB. In the email Kathy questioned the cost of printing of the Newsletter
and how much the increase of an additional 200 copies
would be. Pam asked what the response that Kathy had
received from them was. Kathy responded that she had not
gotten a response yet since she only sent her message on
Friday. But Chris had also contacted them and she had received their response. Chris’s response came from John
Myers who is the Director for the HUB. During the 20082009 year ABATE paid $14,861.00 for the six issues of the
Newsletter as well as $643.00 for prep and mailing. This
works out to approximately $2,477.00 per edition and
$107.00 for mailing and prep per edition. John Myers made
a suggestion that is would be less costly if we were to
change the size of the Newsletter from 81/2 X 11 to 6 X 10.
There was some concern expressed about the size of the
print that would be used for this. Some of our material is in
small print already, and to make it any smaller would make it
extremely difficult to read. Roadkill had some suggestions
as to the possibility of going to another printer. He is going
to check with a printer in Albany and another one in Utica.
Pam will also check with one of the original printers who are
located in Tompkins County to find out what their pricing
would be. It was also suggested that we might want to consider going back to a newspaper format; this would be a
cheaper option. The deadline for the next Newsletter is October 1st. This is for the November issue which is our last
one of the year. Pam also asked that someone connected
with the State Seminar please get information from the
Seminar to her before October 1st so that it can be included
in November’s issue.
STATE OFFICER MANAGER’S REPORT:
Chris reported that our current membership is up 3.9% over
last year at this time. She has been receiving requests for
more tri-folds. She has ordered 5000 more. And as a reminder to all chapters, please remember to use these for
events and recruiting. Please don’t waste them on renewals.
Renewals can and should be done on the tear pads.
COMMITTEES:
State Seminar: No new information to report. Beth did state
that Wayne from Iowa will be coming as our guest speaker.
She also noted that he is also a candidate for the MRF office of Membership Officer. The question was asked if we
For information 1-888-344-4400
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can hang our banner outside of the hotel. Suzi has the yellow billboard banner. Chris is not sure just who has the 2
white State banners. We need to check with Prospector and
see if he has just 1 of them or both. One was used at Skin
and Steel and after that event Michael gave it to Pete
Campenella. Several members spoke on plastering the hotel with chapter banners as well. Someone suggested hanging out of our room windows, but that might cause an issue
with the Fire Department as a hazard.
Roadkill also brought up about the renewal of sponsorship.
He has sent out letters to the current sponsors and letters to
other businesses that might be interested in becoming sponsors. We could definitely use more sponsorship. Pam asked
that since Roadkill has been doing all of this and maintaining the files on the sponsors that maybe this should be included in the duties of the President. This was relayed to
Tom Alton, to remember this when he is working on the rewriting of the By-Laws.
By-Laws: Tom would like the opportunity to sit down with at
least 2 other Board members to help knock out this. Maybe
on a Friday night or Saturday afternoon would work. Try to
meet in a central location. Suzi suggested he might want to
consider joining the internet world. Tom says he is not going
on the internet to do this. Unfortunately working on this has
been stalled by other issues that came up. It was suggested
that the Board get together during the December State Board
meeting. He can go with some of the changes already made and
continue on from there. There are many inconsistencies in the ByLaws that need to be corrected.
OLD BUSINESS:
Beth asked that Ed Crandall be allowed to speak on the issues he is currently having with Onondaga Chapter and the
mailing of his letter to the membership as well as the post
cards to be sent by the State Office Manager. Suzi asked
that the motion regarding Onondaga from the last State
Chapter meeting be read again. Motion #M19-09 made by
Oneida and 2nd by Long Island that the Onondaga Chapter
President send a letter to all members of the chapter, followed by a post card sent by the State Office, asking the
members to return the card with their choice of chapter, either Onondaga or the newly formed Syracuse Chapter.
Once the votes are counted, that the monies from Onondaga be distributed between the two (2) chapters, based on
the percentage of members. There was a discussion about
who was paying for the letter to be sent. This matter was
then reverted to new business.
NEW BUSINESS:
Ed Crandall spoke on the letter that he has sent out to the
Onondaga Chapter membership. Roadkill asked Chris if she
would mind reading the contents of the post cards that were
being sent. Ed said he would like to hear this also. Per
Chris; “I am aware that my current ABATE of NY, Inc. Chapter is splitting. I wish to stay with Onondaga Chapter____, I
wish to transfer to the Syracuse Chapter ______ .” Also included on the card was their name, membership number
and their expiration date. Also they were reminded that if
they were past their expiration date then they will need to
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renew first. Kathy asked if there was a deadline date set for a response. All felt that at the
November Meeting the percentage will be determined by the number of cards received
back in the State Office.
Ed had the letters printed at the same place
where their chapter newsletter is done. He
took them home to prep and mail them. He
received flack from the chapter Treasurer for
doing this. He was warned not to do this again
or he would be in Hot Water. He mailed everything at his own expense. Beth and others felt
that Ed should also be reimbursed for the
postage.
Motion #B56-09 made by Beth 2nd by Gary to
reimburse $27.70 to Ed Crandall for postage.
8 Board members voted yes, 1 was out of the
room.
There was a discussion about the fact that
when Ed made a request to Lisa Morrill,
Onondaga’s Secretary. Roadkill intervened
and told Lisa to send nothing to the address
Ed had given. Roadkill felt it was inappropriate
to send information about one chapter to another chapter officer’s address. Ed felt that
Roadkill had no business interfering with his
mail. He stated that he was living at that officer’s home at the time for approximately 3
weeks. Some also felt that Roadkill should not
have interfered since the mail was addressed
to Ed Crandall and not the other individual.
Either way Ed did then provide his Liverpool
address. But to date he has still not received
the information or the items he requested.
Roadkill then deferred to the State Secretary
to send a letter to Lisa Morrill, Onondaga’s
Secretary demanding that Onondaga Chapter
comply with the request of their chapter President. Ed also has 2 letters requesting officer’s
resignations. He will bring them to the November meeting. This will be placed on the
agenda for the next meeting. One other thing
from Ed, he wanted to thank everyone for getting him reinstated.
Michael reported that he had spoke with Tony
from the VFW and that the room is available
at 11AM on November 21, 2009. So we can
plan on holding the Executive Session at that
time. Beth asked if everyone was agreeable
with this and all were.
There was a request from Pete that we might
want to look into hiring a new CPA firm to represent us. Roadkill stated that he had received 2 names from our corporate attorney
who might do the work we need done and he
also will contact another firm in New Paltz.
Roadkill will speak with Pete about what he
would suggest should be included in our letter
For information 1-888-344-4400
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to these various CPA firms, including the one
we currently use.
Beth asked if anyone had spoken to Ben
Rabin about representing us in the case of the
missing $552,000.00 in funds for Safety &
Education from NYS. The response was that
nothing had been done about this at this time.
However, this should be brought to the chapters and placed on the agenda for the next
State Chapter Meeting on November 21,
2009.
Jim asked about the use of a formula to establish each chapter having a percentage of
votes based on the number of members in
each individual chapter. One example was
that say you establish that for every 50 members your chapter would have one vote at the
State Chapter Meetings. So if you have 100
members then your chapter would be entitled
to 2 votes, and so on and so forth. Roadkill
said that this might be an option, but it would
also require a By-Law change and need to be
addressed at the State Chapter Meeting.
Roadkill also suggested that Jim put his concept in writing and forward it to the Board.
The was a question raised by George as to
why a member who is in attendance at a State
Board meeting cannot speak. There seems to
be a lot of inconsistency in how it is decided
as to who can talk and who cannot. George
has been a member for a long time and he
has always been allowed to speak even before he became a member of the Board.
Roadkill quotes Article VI, Section C, sub 2
“State Board Meetings shall be open to all
ABATE of NY, Inc. members. As observers.
(Seating may be limited due to space availability.) If a member wishes to speak at the
State Board Meeting then they should request
to be placed on the agenda of the meeting.
Michael asked about the new forum (abateny)
created by Roadkill. Several members have
tried to access this forum and are met with the
issue of having to sign in or update their information and their approval is pending. For
some this has been the case for over a month
now. The (abate officers group) does still exist, but it does need a moderator. Beth has
volunteered to take over the Abate Officers
forum. Roadkill still does not understand why
none of the officers can get into the new site.
He states that he transferred all material and
names to the account when he created it (the
new one). He will look into it, as to why some
people are pending.

Guidelines for Newsletter
Submission
Articles submitted must
benefit motorcycling and/or
ABATE of New York in a
positive way.
The Freedom Writer welcomes submissions from our
readers. Your submissions
will be printed of the basis
of content and space available. We reserve the right to
edit submissions for grammar, profanity, clarity, and
length. The Editor is responsible for editing any article
or information submitted
that is detrimental to the
Aims and Purposes of
ABATE of New York, Inc..
Do not send copyrighted
material without permission
of author.
Photographs will not be
returned. Please send a caption with each photo submitted. Email attachments are
the best way to send photos.
THE FREEDOM WRITER
Editor:
Pam Wright
Phone: 315-923-3422
Email: abateny@verizon.net
Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
585-4269452
ABATEADS@rochester.rr.com
The Freedom Writer is the
official publication of
ABATE of New York, Inc.,
circulation 3000. This newsletter is published 6 times a
year and mailed free of
charge to all full members,
sponsors, and advertisers.
Scheduled newsletters come
out on:
January, March, May, July,
September, and November

Motion #B57-09 made by Tom 2nd by Beth to
adjourn the meeting at 1:51pm. 8 Board members voted yes and 1 abstained.
Kathy A. Grasby State Secretary
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STATE NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING ORDER FORM

Advertiser Index

Page

1-800-HURT-911

40

American Harley-Davidson, Inc.

25

Business Name: ___________________ Your Name: ____________________

AMSOIL Dealer

18

Street: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________

Check Twice Signs

17

Buncy Real Estate Tom Heineman

32

Cycle Stop Harley-Davidson

32

Eagle Beverage Co.

16

Extreme Biker Leather

26

Frank's Maintenance & Engineering, Inc

25

Geneva Harley-Davidson

28

Gowanda Harley-Davidson

21

Hardtails Magazine

32

Harley-Davidson of Jamestown

10

Harley-Davidson of Suffolk

32

Harley-Davidson of Utica

26

Harvest Moon Hydroponics

27

Haymond Law Firm

39

Headwaters Motor Lodge

23

Iron Block Harley-Davidson, Inc.

25

Ithaca Harley-Davidson

32

Kantor & Godwin

26

Lighthouse Harley-Davidson Inc

25

Lombardi and Sons Harley-Davidson

5

Miller's Motorworks

18

Niagara Falls H.O.G.

18

New York Biker

26

Proner & Proner

2

Rollin Bones Motor Company

32

Seeber's Tavern

5

Stan's Harley-Davidson

12

Staten Island Harley-Davidson

12

Stone's Snow Sled

32

Suffolk County Harley-Davidson

32

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.

32

Date: __________E-mail: _________________Webpage:_________________

City: _______________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________
JANUARY

MARCH
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JULY

SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES
**Extra charge applies for front or back inside cover placement.
All Advertising , Including Renewals, Must Be Prepaid.
Full Year Advertising
___Full Page
___Half Page

6 Issues

7.5” x 10” $1,000.00
7.5” x 5” $500.00

___Quarter Page 3.75” x 5” $260.00
___Eighth Page 3.75” x 2.5” $140.00

Single Issue Advertising
___ Full Page 7.5” x 10” $170
___Half Page

7.5”x 5” $85.00

How Many Issues _____?

___Business Card $120.00
Please supply your ad with this form. Business Card Sponsors can supply a
business card or similar size ad. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Just supply us with ad text and any graphics. Please print clearly or
type all ad text. ABATE of New York, Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in the best interest of our organization. We also reserve
the right to change our advertising rates without notice.
Circulation 3500 per issue.

Discounts
________ ABATE of New York Corporate Sponsored Events FREE
_________ ABATE of New York Chapter Sponsored Events
$102.00 for full page – $51/half

Please Remit Your Payment
With Your Advertisement.
Make Checks Payable to:
ABATE of New York, Inc., CPU Box 271033
Rochester, NY 14627-1033

Freedom Rider Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
Phone: 585-426-9452
E-mail: ABATE-Ads@rochester.rr.com

One Issue Ads
Supershow 2010

MAY

21
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ABATE of New York, Inc. - Membership Application
P.O. Box 300  Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300  1-888-344-4400

__
__

Full Member $25 per year - includes membership packet, newsletter, all benefits in accordance with State by-laws.
Associate Member $20 - available only to additional members of a Full Member’s household (no newsletter).

.

NAME: ________________________________________________ DOB _____/_____/_____
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________
CITY: ______________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP: __________
COUNTY: ________________________ PHONE: (

) _____________________

CHAPTER SELECTED: __________________________ or

____ MEMBER AT LARGE

I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s by-laws, and promote motorcycle education, legislation, and activities in
accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ DATE: _______________
VISA and MasterCard Accepted
Card Number

Expiration Date
(Month/Year)

I have a High-Speed Internet connection and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org

YES

The Long Island Chapter raised $5000 this year at their Veterans’ Appreciation Run in

(L-R)
Jim Barr,
President,
two volunteers for the
VAMC in
Northport,
Ray Rancourt,
Newsletter
Editor,
Bill Quinn,
Treasurer and
Joe Billoti,
VicePresident.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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