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ABATE of New York, Inc. - Membership Application

2008 State Appointees

ABATE of New York, Inc. 2008 State Officers

P.O. Box 300  Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300  1-888-344-4400

Newsletter Editor
President

Pam Wright 315-923-3422 abateny@verizon.net

Tim “Roadkill” Werder 845-744-6346 rdkil@frontiernet.net

Webmaster

Associate Member $20 - available only to additional members of a Full Member’s household (no newsletter).

Vice President

Member At Large $25 per year - same benefits as full, only you elect not to affiliate with a local chapter.

Beth Michaelsen 585-293-2086 beth_michaelsen@yahoo.com

John Cholewa 845-483-0121 nomad2000@hvc.rr.com
State Office Manager

NAME: ________________________________________________ DOB _____/_____/_____

Treasurer

Chris Werder

Pete Smith 315-794-2181 bulletboy_1999@yahoo.com

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________

P.O. Box 300, Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Secretary

Toll Free: 888-344-4400 cwerder@frontiernet.net

CITY: ______________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP: __________

Kathy Grasby 585-728-5246 kathyg9898@yahoo.com

__
__
__

Full Member $25 per year - includes membership packet, newsletter, all benefits in accordance with State by-laws.

Legislative Coordinator

COUNTY: ________________________ PHONE: (

) _____________________

CHAPTER SELECTED: __________________________ or

Pam Wight 315-923-3422 abateny@verizon.net
Sergeant at Arms

____ MEMBER AT LARGE

I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s by-laws, and promote motorcycle education, legislation, and activities in
accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

Public Relations

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ DATE: _______________

Western Region A Coordinator

VISA and MasterCard Accepted
Card Number

What Is ABATE?
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for
profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and
interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image
of motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to stay acquainted with the issues and the
people of the motorcycling community.

Mike Grasby 585-728-5246 michaelg9898@yahoo.com

Expiration Date
(Month/Year)

Open
Shawn Fenner 585-370-4515 Elmo4fun@yahoo.com
Central Region B Coordinator
Open

We encourage all our members to be informed registered
voters. ABATE of New York, Inc. supports the Motorcycle
Riders Education classes currently being offered throughout
NYS. We welcome interested people to any of our activities
and to join our organization. All makes and models of motorcycles are welcome.

Cnic Region C Coordinator
Tom Alton 315-342-2446 kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com
Metro NY/LI Region D Coordinator
Open
Hudson Valley Mohawk Region E Coordinator
Dave Kipp 518-634-2943 crazydk6669@aol.com

Name: _____________________________________________________

ARE YOU
MOVING?

Member Number: ___________________ Chapter ___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ________ Zip:_____________

Bulk Mail is not forwarded - please
update your address:
Mail to:

ABATE of New York, Inc.
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

Date this new address is to take effect: ____________________________
Phone _____________ e-mail ________________ Fax ______________
Other members in the household who will need to be updated:
Name: _______________________________ Member #: ____________
Signature: __________________________________________________
Comments:

Someone in your chapter not getting a newsletter?
• Have they moved and not changed their address with the State Office?
• Have they renewed their membership?
• Do they have a full member in their household?

Lighter counties have chapters.

Ask the Chapter Membership Secretary to investigate the problem.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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To review and inform members about federal, state, and
local levels of government motorcycle legislation and to promote
favorable motorcycle legislation.

1-800-HURT-911

40

American Harley-Davidson, Inc.

24

Business Name: ___________________ Your Name: ____________________

To improve road conditions thus making roads safer for motorcyclists.

AMSOIL Dealer

17

Street: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________

To help prevent accidents through education and public awareness.

Cesar Insurance

30

To promote positive community relations.

Check Twice Signs

6

To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.

Clouse Realty

31

To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and government
authorities, police departments, government agencies, insurance companies, and other organizations.

Cycle Stop Harley-Davidson

31

Eagle Beverage Co.

7

To report and discourage biased news reporting about motorcyclists.

Eastern Harley Davidson

22

To present and promote a better image of motorcycling.

Extreme Biker Leather

25

Frank's Maintenance & Engineering, Inc

24

Geneva Harley-Davidson

25

Gowanda Harley-Davidson

15

Hardtails Magazine

24

Harley-Davidson of Jamestown

25

Harley-Davidson of Suffolk

31

Harley-Davidson of Utica

15

Harvest Moon Hydroponics

27

Haymond Law Firm

39

Headwaters Motor Lodge

23

Iron Block Harley-Davidson, Inc.

24

Ithaca Harley-Davidson

31

Kantor & Godwin

25

Lighthouse Harley-Davidson Inc

24

Lombardi and Sons Harley-Davidson

9

Miller's Motorworks

18

Niagara Falls H.O.G.

22

Proner & Proner

2

Rollin Bones Motor Company

31

Seeber's Tavern

9

Binghamton, NY 13905

Stan's Harley-Davidson

7

Open to all ABATE of New York members.

Stone's Snow Sled

31

Suffolk County Harley-Davidson

31

Van's Harley-Davidson

16

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.

31

Zientek Realty

30

Aims & Purposes
ABATE of Brooklyn
P.O. Box 245064
Brooklyn, NY 11224

Monroe
PO Box 13277
Rochester, NY 14613

ABATE of Buffalo-Erie

Niagara
PO Box 25,
Lockport, NY 14095

PO Box 377
Orchard Park, NY 14127

Cayuga Chapter
PO Box 74
Auburn, NY 13021

North Ulster

ABATE of Chautauqua
PO Box 572
Dunkirk, NY 14048

Oneida
PO Box 545

P.O. Box 13
West Hurley, NY 12491

Holland Patent, NY 13354

ABATE of Columbia
PO Box 227
Hudson, NY 12534

Onondaga
PO Box 1157
Syracuse, NY 13218

Cortland-Chenango
P.O. Box 245
Mc Graw, NY 13101

Ontario
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Dutchess
PO Box 668

Orleans
PO Box 43
Medina, NY 14103-0043

Wappingers Falls, NY
12590
Finger Lakes

P.O. Box 353
Hornell, NY 14843
Greene
P.O. Box 92
Leeds, NY 12451
Jefferson
P.O. Box 21
Clayton, NY 13624

Oswego
PO Box 133
Central Square, NY 13036

Putnam-Westchester
PO Box 491
Patterson, NY 12563
Southern Tier

PO Box 2441
Binghamton, NY 13902

Lewis
P.O. Box 245
Port Leyden, NY 13433

Tompkins
PO Box 6743, Ithaca,
NY 14851-6743

Long Island
PO Box 1311
Riverhead, NY 11901

Wayne
PO Box 332
Ontario, NY 14519

Dedicated to
Safety & Freedom
of the Road

STATE NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING ORDER FORM

Advertiser Index

To Have Liberty
You Must Have
Unity
Dates To Remember
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Material must be received no later than:

October 1, 2008 for the November 2008 issue
Sorry, we can not print your material after the deadline. Late
submissions may be printed in the next issue, if applicable.

NEXT STATE CHAPTER MEETING DATE
November 15, 2008
Starting Time: 1:00 pm
Legion Post 80, 76 Main St.

ABATE OF NY STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Chris Werder
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
1-888-344-4400
cwerder@frontiernet.net

ABATE of New York
supports the rights of
ALL
Motorcyclists

Date: __________E-mail: _________________Webpage:_________________

City: _______________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________
JANUARY

MARCH
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SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

**Extra charge applies for front or back inside cover placement.
All Advertising , Including Renewals, Must Be Prepaid.
Full Year Advertising

6 Issues

___Full Page
7.5” x 10” $1,000.00
___Half Page
7.5” x 5” $500.00
___Quarter Page 3.75” x 5” $260.00
___Eighth Page 3.75” x 2.5” $140.00
___Business Card $120.00

Single Issue Advertising
___ Full Page 7.5” x 10” $170
___Half Page

7.5”x 5” $85.00

How Many Issues _____?

Please supply your ad with this form. Business Card Sponsors can supply a
business card or similar size ad. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Just supply us with ad text and any graphics. Please print clearly or
type all ad text. ABATE of New York, Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not in the best interest of our organization. We also reserve
the right to change our advertising rates without notice.
Circulation 3500 per issue.

Discounts
________ ABATE of New York Corporate Sponsored Events FREE
_________ ABATE of New York Chapter Sponsored Events
$102.00 for full page – $51/half

Please Remit Your Payment
With Your Advertisement.
Make Checks Payable to:
ABATE of New York, Inc., PO Box 12844
Rochester NY 14612

Freedom Rider Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
Phone: 585-426-9452
E-mail: ABATE-Ads@rochester.rr.com

One Issue Ads

For information 1-888-344-4400

JULY

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES

AMERICAN BIKERS AIMED TOWARD EDUCATION
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Important ABATE of New York Issues

Share the Road
One out of every nine U.S. road fatalities accounted for last year involved motorcycle riders.
This steady increase in fatalities over the past decade represents one of our Nation’s greatest challenges.
Motorcycle fatalities now account for 11 percent of total road fatalities and have increased each year from a low of
2,116 in 1997 to 4,810 in 2006. So while there has been continued success in reducing vehicle deaths in recent years,
this progress is being negatively affected by the rise in motorcycle fatalities which has more than doubled
Motorcyclists are much more vulnerable than passenger vehicle drivers in the event of a crash. Research shows that
approximately 80 percent of motorcycle crashes injure or kill a motorcycle rider, while only 20 percent of passenger
car crashes injure or kill a motor vehicle driver or passenger.
Here are several important tips for drivers to help keep motorcyclists safe on our roadways:

State Chapter Meetings will return to Legion Post 80, 76 Main St. Binghamton, NY 13905 starting at the November 2008 meeting. Motion #M30-08 "that we move the State Chapter Meetings back to Binghamton after the
8/16/08 meeting in Syracuse, so the meeting on 11/16/08 would be held in Binghamton". Motion carried with the
vote as follows 9 yes, 5 no and 1 abstain.

If you have changed your address or only want one newsletter delivered to your house email or call the ABATE
State Office Manager, Chris Werder. Toll Free:1-888-344-4400 Email:cwerder@frontiernet.net
There was discussion at the last board meeting about AMA’s Political Seminar in Washington DC. It lasts 4 days
and costs $99 to register, plus hotel fees. This seminar is in February.

Remember: a motorcycle is a vehicle with all of the rights and privileges of any other motor vehicle on the roadway. Always allow a motorcyclist the full lane width - never try to share a lane;
Always make a visual check for motorcycles by checking mirrors and blind spots before entering or leaving a lane
of traffic and at intersections;
Always signal your intentions before changing lanes or merging with traffic;
NEWSLETTER CORRETION concerning

Don’t be fooled by a flashing turn signal on a motorcycle, signals are often not self-canceling and riders sometimes forget to turn them off. Wait to be sure the motorcycle is going to turn before you proceed;
Remember that road conditions that are minor annoyances to other vehicles pose major hazards to motorcyclists;
Allow more following distance, three or four seconds, when following a motorcycle, so the motorcyclist has
enough time to maneuver or stop in an emergency. And don’t tailgate. In dry conditions, motorcycles can
stop more quickly than cars.
Motorcyclists have responsibilities, too, by following the rules of the roadway, being alert to other drivers, and always
choose to wear a DOT-compliant helmets and protective gear.. Wearing shorts on a motorcycle is never a good idea.

the Motorcycle Safety funds taken out of the dedicated fund.
“To set the record straight, despite what was printed in the latest state newsletter it was not Gypsy (Betsy) who
informed the state office about these funds and wrote the article, it was me.” Jan Aguirre

SPONSORS

a

S P O N S O R S:
Roadkill - AMSOIL Dealer
NT Able Agency - Motorcycle Insurance

Interested clubs, businesses, organizations and/or
individuals may apply for a $25 ABATE of NY Sponsorship through their local ABATE of NY Chapter, or directly to the ABATE of NY State Office:

JT Tasker - NILICO

All too often after a crash, the drivers of other
vehicles involved say they never saw the motorcyclist and were unable to respond in time.
This is no excuse. Too many crashes are occurring and too many lives are being lost.

Become a Sponsor of ABATE of NY
Sponsors help us

Get involved and take the necessary precautions that will help make this the first year in
recent years when motorcycle fatalities do not
increase.

Promote Motorcycle Safety,

ABATE of NY, Inc. State Office
P.O. Box 300

Awareness, & Education

Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

New York State Assembly Bill Information

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/

Do your part by safely “Sharing the Road”
with motorcycles.

New York State Senate

http://www.senate.state.ny.us/
Motorcycle Riders Foundation

http://www.mrf.org
For information 1-888-344-4400

Sponsorship of ABATE of NY does not denote individual
membership in the organization, rather, it signifies the
Sponsor's desire to help further the goals and purposes of
ABATE of NY, and earns the Sponsor the public recognition of his/her generosity.
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Phone: 888-344-4400

Senator Clinton's Website
http://clinton.senate.gov/

American Motorcyclists Association

Senator Schumer's Website
http://schumer.senate.gov/

NYS Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle
Association http://www.nysorva.org/

NY Bill Status Hotline
800-342-9860

Dept. of Motor Vehicles

Page 5
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http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us
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(Calendar of Events Continued from page 34)

State Board
VICE PRESIDENT
Well Summer is slowly fading by and too quickly I might
add. It has been a very busy and hectic year so far for
ABATE and myself. As you can see from our previous
newsletter The Board is following up in regards to how we
can get the money back that Governor Patterson took from
the motorcycle safety fund and we are also following up on
the motorcycle only stops that the New York State Police
are doing.
I would like to remind everyone that if they are pulled over
at one of these stops and receive a ticket to remember and
plead not guilty and request a deposition. We need to fight
this battle and it has to start with our members. the minute
we just pay the fine to get it over with is the minute we lose
the war. We have to fight every single ticket we get in order to win this fight. Yes it will be time consuming and you
may have to go to court more then once but we will win
this if we stick to it and fight. If anyone has questions about
what to do once you get the supporting deposition contact
myself and I will direct you to the right people to assist
you.
I would like to personally thank every member and chapter
that participated in our state party this year at Hogarosa. It
was a great time and I think everyone that was there had
lots of fun even in the rain. The committee is looking for
suggestions for next year or even possibly have it again at
the same place. We also need more volunteers for that committee. Most of the work is done via email or phone calls so
I am not asking a lot but it would be nice to have other
members involved from different areas of New York.
There is the possibility that we may be able to start teaching motorcycle safety and awareness education through
ABATE but once again if this happens we will need volunteers to make it work. It has been tried in the past and I am
hoping to revive it again. We need to start educating the

public more about motorcycles. Remember ABATE is
"American Bikers Aimed Toward Education". So lets start
educating! Anyone who may be interested in this please let
me know I would like to get it started as quickly as possible.
Products has turned out to be not an easy task. I had it all
set up to have the bags (goodie bags) made to bring to our
August Meeting to disperse to our chapters however there
seems to have been a lack of communication with the business I had contacts with. I am still trying to get that resolved. The other items have been ordered but I did not
have any to disperse at our August meeting. I am hoping
that I will have them available before the end of the year. I
know that doesn't help us now but at least we will be ready
for next season. We are still currently looking for anyone
that would like to fill the position of Public Relations on
the state board as well. If you know of anyone that would
be interested please have them contact us.

December 13 - 14 ABATE of Onondaga County
Christmas Party/Toy Run
Discount at the door with toy--fun/food/music!! - Loop Grill,
1114 Wolf St., Syracuse, NY, Contact info (315) 455-1073 Toy Run on Sunday (next day) - Leaves Loop at 2:00 PM Toys that are collected will go to needy children in the
Syracuse area. "LET THOSE THAT RIDE DECIDE"

The Freedom Writer welcomes submissions from our readers. Your submissions
will be printed of the basis of content and
space available. We reserve the right to
edit submissions for grammar, profanity,
clarity, and length. The Editor is responsible for editing any article or information
submitted that is detrimental to the Aims
and Purposes of ABATE of New York,
Inc.. Do not send copyrighted material
without permission of author.
Photographs will not be returned. Please
send a caption with each photo submitted.
Email attachments are the best way to send
photos.

Editor:
Pam Wright
Phone: 315-923-3422
Email: abateny@verizon.net
Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
585-4269452
ABATE-ADS@rochester.rr.com
The Freedom Writer is the official publication of ABATE of New York, Inc., circulation 3000. This newsletter is published
6 times a year and mailed free of charge to
all full members, sponsors, and advertisers.
Scheduled newsletters come out on:
January, March, May, July, September,
and November
Deadlines:
December 1 for January issue
February 1 for March issue
April 1 for May issue
June 1 for July issue
August 1 for September issue
October 1 for November issue

BEVERAGE COMPANY, INC.
Box 1035 1043 Co. Rt. 25 Oswego, NY 13126
(315) 343-5221 Fax (315) 343-9464
Daniel E. Dorsey President

Phone:
(585) 343-9598

Articles submitted must benefit motorcycling and/or ABATE of New York in a
positive way.

THE FREEDOM WRITER

The state Seminar is the next big event that I will be putting
together along with our membership officer Chris Werder
and any other volunteers. We have listened to the suggestions from last year and we are going to make it a two day
event this year and our Guest speaker so far is Slider Gilmore. He is an excellent motivational speaker, a motorcycle safety instructor, and member of ABATE of Iowa,
among other titles as well. I had an opportunity to hear him
speak at a past Meeting of the Minds (by the MRF) and am
very excited that he has accepted our invitation. Thanks to
Prospector for taking the initiative to invite Slider Gilmore
to attend. I am still working out other details to this event
so stay tuned and I hope you will be able to attend.

4425 W. Saile Dr.
Batavia, NY 14020

Visit us online at:
www.stanshd.com

"Government is too big and too important to be left to the politicians."
For information 1-888-344-4400

December 13 ABATE of Oneida County - Christmas Party.
Contact Lisa at 315-796-7967 or 796-3939
or stevenlisa169@msn.com

The PR media folders I have put together were dispersed to
the chapters that were present at our state chapter meeting.
if you are a PR officer for your chapter and did not receive
one please contact me and I will send it out to you. The
posters that I put together are also still in the works as well.

Stan’s Harley Davidson, Inc.

Store Hours:
Mon. 9-6 Tues. 9-8 Wed. 9-8
Thurs. 9-8 Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4
Closed Sundays

December 13 ABATE of Lewis County - Christmas Party
For more information contact Kristen Peebles at
315-348-5132, or email rushlee1@citlink.net

Guidelines for Newsletter
Submission

Page 6

~ Chester Bowles (1901 - 1986)
www.abateny.org

For information 1-888-344-4400

Page 35

www.abateny.org

Calendar of Events Continued

October 4

American Legion Riders benefit Ride Call Rick 315-772-3231

October 4

THE FALL BIKER’S BALL

State Board

AMERICAN LEGION POST 1451, 6525 Ward Road, Sanborn, NY 14132
THIS AIN’T NO DISCO! FORMAL DRESS NOT REQUIRED-UNLESS IT’S LEATHER!
Come Party with us with Plenty of Food, Beer, and a Mini Swap Meet. Contests/Prizes for Darts, and best
tattoos, and piercing. Music by Wanted by the FBI. Once again I will be raising funds for Variety Club of
WNY. Admission $5 and FREE Parking. All ABATE and HOG members receive a $1 off admission. 12
and under Free. Show Hours: Sat. 4pm to 10pm. Got a show bike you want in the show, Reserve your spot
now! You've Heard About The Show, Now Experience It! Vendor/Show info call Joe "D" @ 716-695-3415
or Email: Toyshow@roadrunner.com
October 8

October 11

October 18

The Tax Status committee is back in action again as well.
There will be lots of information being dispersed at meetings and on-line for the officers in regards to our current
tax status and the future of our organization. It is not easy
subject matter and I am hoping that after further review of
the material the Board will be able to make a decision as to
what we would like to do in the future for ABATE.
That is all I have to say for now and I look forward to hearing from you all. Without your constructive criticism and

ABATE of Lewis County - Fall Adopt A Highway clean up.
For more information contact Kristen Peebles at 315-348-5132, or email rushlee1@citlink.net
ABATE of Lewis County - 3rd Annual Fall Fun Run. Location TBA
For more information contact Kristen Peebles at 315-348-5132, or email rushlee1@citlink.net
ABATE of Onondaga County - 2nd Annual Dutch's Run (Pediatric Unit)
Saturday - Contact info. (315) 455-1073. Will Leave Loop Grill, 1114 Wolf St, Syracuse, NY. DSTC date
subject to change).

advise I would not be doing my job. keep me on my toes
and let me know how you think ABATE is working or
what you think needs to be done. The door is always open
and I am always willing to listen to new ideas or even old
ones.
Ride safe and enjoy the rest of the season.
Beth Gorman
Vice President New York State ABATE

MICHAEL J. GRASBY, SR. SARGEANT AT ARMS

I have thought many times that I should try to write something for the Newsletter, but have not done too
well at it. I have missed many, but will try to do my best to do more.
I would like to talk about the conduct of the members that attend the meetings. In the past I spoke at a meeting about showing respect for everyone present. The problem is that what I said fell on some deaf ears.
I would like to show you the definition of “respect” that I found in a condensed edition of Webster’s Dictionary.

October 18

ABATE of Oneida County - Oneida County Chapter’s new Bike-tober Fest.
Time and place TBD. Contact Kris at 315-299-7164 or khric@twcny.rr.com or Butch at 315-942-3478 or
eoconnor@twcny.rr.com

Re-spect (ri spekt’) 1 to feel or show honor or esteem for 2 to show consideration for – n. 1 honor or esteem
2 consideration or regard 3 [pl.] expressions of regard 4 a particular detail 5 reference; relation [with respect to
the problem] – re-spect’ful adj. – re-spect’ful-ly adv.

October 25

ABATE of Onondaga County - Halloween Party.
Saturday - Loop Grill, 1114 Wolf St., Syracuse, NY. Everyone Welcome!! Donation of $5.00-ABATE
Member and donation of $7.00-Non-member, prize for best costume. Contact info. (315) 455-1073.

To be very honest I am sure that any one of our brothers or sisters could look this up in another dictionary
and find more on this, but I think that what is here is enough for what I am talking about.

November 8 ABATE of Lewis County - Chicken Bar-b-q (proceeds will go purchase Christmas gifts for area families)
For more information contact Kristen Peebles at 315-348-5132, or email rushlee1@citlink.net
November 8 ABATE of Oneida County will sponsor a Fallen Brothers/Vets Run.
Time and place TBD. Contact Kris at 315-299-7164 or khric@twcny.rr.com or Butch at 315-942-3478 or
eoconnor@twcny.rr.com

In the position that I was elected to by our brothers and sisters, it is up to me to try to keep order during a
meeting. Again, this is where respect of the brothers and sisters would help.
Too many times some think that if they talk louder than the other person, they will get the floor or get their
point across even if someone else had the floor first.
I am not saying that everyone forgets to respect others, but there are times that some will.
I would ask that any of the members that read this will think about it before coming to the next meeting.
I have talked to many at meetings and would like to show you the respect that we all deserve.

November 29 ABATE of Monroe County - Christmas Fundraiser
For more information call 585-234-0895 or visit http://www.ABATEnyMonroe.org
December 13 ABATE of Wayne County - Wayne ABATE Christmas Party

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Michael Burgess had some of the best quotes though, as he shared some stories of his first $300 motorcycle as a
youngster and how much he enjoyed the freedom. "I love the sound of a motorcycle in the morning, it sounds like
freedom!" said the congressman.
www.abateny.org

For information 1-888-344-4400

Page 7

www.abateny.org

Calendar of Events Continued

State Board
PRESIDENTS REPORT
+I hope everyone is safely enjoying their summer vacations
and the warm riding season as it wraps up. Though I'm in
one of those transition years with no vacation due to the new
job, at least I get my riding in going to and from work on a
250-mile commute. (Ooooh yeahhhh, I get seat time.)
The State Party held recently at Hogarosa was pretty enjoyable. There was a good Friday showing, and by Saturday
night there were roughly a hundred attendees, which continues a steady climb in attendance numbers.
ABATE membership numbers aren't showing a steady
climb, however, but given the current economic difficulties
facing the general populace, I believe ABATE of NY's increased benefits, competence, notoriety, actions and capabilities have helped curtail our membership decline. Our
membership numbers could've very easily plummeted along
with the economy.
We have a very hard-working Board, each of whom is helping to further efforts to provide continued worth of your
ABATE of NY membership, and it reflects in your continued trust in our abilities, simply through renewal. We continue to hope that renewals remain steady, and that you continue to consider ABATE worthy of your hard-earned cash.
We do indeed strive to make it so.
I want to remain positive in my reporting, but that's going to
be difficult in the times facing New York State. Very nearly
everyone that each of us speaks to lately is impacted in
some way by the current economic times, and I expect that
we're about to see a slowdown in the State's economy like
we've not seen in some time. Already, all New York State
service costs have been ordered reduced by ~10% as of this
writing.
To present conflicting sides and put this into better perspective for some of us, sadly, this could impact planned highway projects, but perhaps it could also render too costly,
certain unnecessary roadblocks with helicopters and chase
vehicles.

It's quite disconcerting to be asked, by Chapter Officers,
what ABATE is doing about various issues, when those issues have already been directly addressed in state-level
meetings for which minutes have been distributed. This
pinpoints that the published minutes were not read by that
particular Chapter Officer.

September 13 ABATE of Oneida County - Newsletter Fundraiser Run.
Starting at the Hotel Moore in Barneveld. Contact Kris at 315-299-7164 or khric@twcny.rr.com or Butch at
315-942-3478 or eoconnor@twcny.rr.com

It's worse when the Officer is accusatory in tone, implying
that an issue isn't being addressed at all, when it simply isn't
true, and we direct them to the minutes as proof.

September 13 ABATE of Tompkins County - Toy Run to benefit the Pediatric Unit of CMC.
For information contact Yonah Lempert at 533-9141.

State-level meeting minutes are provided to specific Chapter
Officers, who are expected to disseminate them to their
Chapter hierarchy. Chapters should also be reading the
state-level minutes as a routine part of all Chapter meetings,
so that the Officers and general membership remain aware.
The state-level minutes have been made readily available to
all Chapter Officers on a restricted website. If you, as an
ABATE member, are not aware of ongoing actions at the
State level, then either your Chapter Officers are not keeping you abreast, or you are not keeping yourself abreast.

September 14 ABATE of Buffalo-Erie - 18th Annual “USMC” Toys for Tots

We're addressing motorcycle-only roadblocks, HOV lanes,
HIPAA loopholes, dedicated safety fund raids, non-ABATE
MRO representation issues, membership concerns, lax
Chapter documentation issues, benefit enhancements, and a
host of local/state/national issues. If you didn't know that,
you should have.
Thankfully, the State has a fix for you, because even the
website is going through transition. Check out the new Media Center containing copies of The Freedom Writer newsletters and issued Press Releases. (The former contains
State-level minutes.) Look for full Board bios soon, too.
What is ABATE doing for you? It's in the minutes.
Ride on.
Roadkill

Do you want to put a stop to the "safety checks" roadblock
nonsense? Be certain any correspondence or personal contact with the police stress the relevant costs, and that you
feel cutting this program is worth consideration in these severe economic times. Press your argument.

Page 8

September 14 Sleds of Stafford Snowmobile Club Presents: 2nd Annual Vintage Snowmobile Show and Snow Show.
Proceeds to help benefit Mercy Flight. BW's Restaurant/Davis Countryside Meadows Golf Course
11070 Perry Rd. Pavilion, NY 14525 Website: http://www.sledsofstafford.com/show
September 20 ABATE of Jefferson County - Fall Foliage Ride.
For more information please call Tom and Cindy Grant 315-686-2288.
September 20 Golden Ride for Children's Charities - Presented by Golden State Foods Foundation.
Where: Ride starts and ends at the Moose Lodge in Henrietta, NY
Cause: To raise money for the
Rochester Ronald McDonald House Charities and the GSF Foundation The GSF Foundation in Rochester is
hosting our 2nd annual Motorcycle Dice Ride and Raffle on Saturday, Sept. 20. Registration will be from
9:00 - 11:00am at the Henrietta Moose Lodge. The Ride Fee is $15.00 per rider and $5.00 per passenger.
(Cars are welcome) We are selling 1,200 @ $20 each - Grand Prize is a 2008 Harley Davidson FXDB Street
Bob. Contact info: Golden State Foods Foundation, 41 Cook Drive, Rochester, NY 14623.
www.gsffoundation.org Phone: 585-334-2400. Fax: 585-334-1851. E-mail: jsirianni@goldentatefoods.com
September 27 ABATE of Oneida County - Annual Fall Foliage / Toy Run.
Starting at the Hotel Moore in Barneveld. Contact Kris at 315-299-7164 or khric@twcny.rr.com or Butch at
315-942-3478 or eoconnor@twcny.rr.com
September 29 Fall Foliage Ride - Get together of Bikers and Friends.
For more information please call Tom and Cindy Grant 315-686-2288.
October 4

ABATE of Wayne County - Highway to Hell Run

October 4

ABATE of Onondaga County - 2nd Annual ABATE Picnic
Leaves Loop Grill, 1114 Wolf St., Syracuse, NY - Contact info. (315) 374-7008 Ed Crandall - Vice President of ABATE of Onondaga County

October 4

ABATE of Buffalo-Erie - 18th Annual Fall Fun Run

State
Party

Now I'd like to briefly touch base upon internal reporting.
For information 1-888-344-4400

September 13 ABATE of Onondaga County - 3rd Annual Traveling Trophy Horseshoe Tourney.
(Will be Hosted by Oswego County ABATE - Jim Waterman, President) DSTC - contact Jim Waterman President of ABATE of Oswego County for info and directions. All Chapter Members are Cordially invited
from any County. ABATE Members only Please.

www.abateny.org

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Legislation

NY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008

Motorcycle Safety

Send your events to John Cholewa, type the information and send a flyer if you have one.

E-mail events to: nomad2000@hvc.rr.com
For the latest, most up to date version of the calendar, go to our web page: www.abateny.org/events.htm

September 6 Hogs and Hot Rods Memorial Ride in memory of Bob Ingerson.
Clayton, NY. Funds go to Thousand Islands Historical Museum. For more information please call Tom and
Cindy Grant 315-686-2288.
September 6 Operation Patriot's "Let's Roll!"
WOW - Ton's going on! 8th Annual Tribute ride for first responders - "Let's Roll!" is the first and longest
running ride paying tribute to Firefighters, Law Enforcement, Emergency Responders, and our Nation's
Active and Veteran Military Forces. This is a parade-style 80-mile ride ESCORTED by The Patriot Guard
Riders, Monroe County Sheriff Patrick O'Flynn, the NY State Police, the US Army, US Marines, US Air
Force, fire departments and a number of town and county police departments.
Registration begins at 9am at our "Home Base" - Ontario Beach Park - Port of Rochester. Ride begins at
11am - $15 rider (includes FREE T-Shirt for first 500 registrants) $10 passenger (Sorry no shirt).
Following the ride we will have our ceremony honoring first responders, a pig roast, clam bake, a US Army
Chinook Fly-Over, several displays and demonstrations, a kids area, great food, cold brews and Live
entertainment from Jeff Cosco, Johnny Smoke, Uncle Plum and some special surprises.
Sponsored by the Good Feet Store, Time Warner Cable, R News, Lake Beverage, Wegmans,
Monroe County, City of Rochester and the State of New York. http://www.OperationPatriot.org
September 7 ABATE of Monroe County - Hamlin Ride In Bike Show.
Noon - 5pm. Hamlin VFW. For more information call 585-234-0895 or visit
http://www.ABATEnyMonroe.org
September 7 Lost Wheels Motorcycle Club's 33rd Annual Poker Run.
Registration from 9-11:30 am at Dutchess (Renegade) Stadium, Route 9D near Fishkill, NY.
End site at Canopus Lake Beach in Fahnestock State Park, Carmel, NY. Food, games, 50-50, trophies, door
prizes, vendors, live music, ride-in bike show and more! Come and ride the route and join in the fun.
All bikes welcome. "2008" date bars to the first 1000 registrants. AMA Sanctioned. AMA-$20; non-AMA$25 and children 15 and under-$10. For more info, call Dan @ 845-401-8006. (Directions to the stadium:
Take I-84 to Exit 11. Go north on Route 9D approx. 1/2 mile. Stadium is on the right across from a small
shopping center) http://www.lostwheels.com
September 7 2nd Annual Children's Classic Car and Bike Run
Log Cabin Restaurant, 2445 W. Walworth Road, Macedon, NY
Registration 11:30-12:30. Ticket Cost $20.00
Help support children and families by attending the 2nd Annual Children's Classic Car and Bike Run. This
scenic poker run will take you through the Finger Lakes and will benefit children served by The Society For
The Protection and Care of Children (SPCC) whose programs work to stop child abuse and neglect. Registration at the Log Cabin Restaurant located at 2445 W. Walworth Road (Route31F) in Macedon, NY is from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A Barbeque Dinner, Vendors, and Music are from 2:00 to 6:00 pm at the Log Cabin
Restaurant. A Classic Car show will also take place at 3:00 with judging and prizes awarded at 5:00. Classic
Car owners, bikers and non-riders are encouraged to join us for great music, food, fun and prizes while all
proceeds go to help children. Phone Number 585.325.6101. Ticket Phone Number 585.325.6101.
Website http://www.spcc-roch.org

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Senator Letourneau Testifies Before Congress on Motorcycle Safety Press Release
DERRY, N.H. – State Senator Robert Letourneau (Dist.
19), who represents the towns of Derry, Windham and
Hampstead, testified today before the US House of Representatives Subcommittee on Highways and Transit regarding the status of motorcycle safety and the importance of
federal funding in supporting safety education across the
country.

new opportunities for riders to train. We were able to purchase new helmets for the program, and we were able to
provide the MSF ”Intersections” video to all of our driver
training schools, providing valuable education to our new
drivers about the safety issues motorcyclists face on the road
daily. This is possible because of federal grants, and is an
example of our tax dollars at work.”

Clearly, education is the key to successfully reducing motorcycle fatalities
Senator Letourneau is chairman of the New Hampshire Senate Transportation Committee, a member of the state Motorcycle Rider Education Advisory Board and the Governor's
Motorcycle Safety Task Force of the New Hampshire Highway Safety Agency. He was asked to testify before Congress on behalf of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
(MRF), which is a coalition of state’s motorcyclists' rights
organizations and individual members representing about
275,000 motorcyclists across the nation.
Letourneau thanked Congress for appropriating approximately $25 million from SAFETEA-LU, the most recent
transportation appropriations law, for motorcycle safety
education efforts across the country, and encouraged Congress to continue to fund motorcycle safety and driver
awareness programs around the country. He said the explosion of motorcycle sales from 356,000 in 1997 to 1.1 million today is crippling many rider education programs
across the country, and that Congress needs to invest more
money in motorcycle rider education.
“My personal experience, as a member of the Motorcycle
Safety Task Force of the Governors Highway Safety
Agency, whose responsibility is the use of these funds, is
very positive,” said Letourneau. “We have been able to purchase new training bikes - adding to our fleet and opening

Letourneau said other directives established in SAFETEALU, including encouraging motorcycle transportation as a
means to conserve energy, opening High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes to motorcycles and establishing a Motorcycle Advisory Council to work with the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation, have been beneficial to both motorcycle riders and the nation.
“In New Hampshire, during the first 10 years of our motorcycle education program, over 23,000 riders have completed
the education course and only one of those riders was involved in a fatality,” said Letourneau. “Clearly, education
is the key to successfully reducing motorcycle fatalities, and
New Hampshire’s experience is proof positive.”
###
Another Motorcycle Friendly Law
Now that Rider Education bill has passed into law (S7405 /
A11185) we will have to wait and see if rider education in
NY state gets any cheaper. That was the point of legislation
to get competitive prices and more rider education training
sites. All the articles I looked as possibility for the newsletter had topics of the over 50 people riding motorcycles.
They seemed to have forgotten all the 18-25 crowd that get
on a fast motorcycles with no training. Will more training
sites bring NY fatalities down?

Historic

FRANK LOMBARDI & SONS, INC.
Staten Island Harley-Davidson

Seeber’s

AUTHORIZED
DEALER

Tavern

Sales - Service - Parts - Motorclothes - Accessories

“Good Booze At Good Prices”

Est. 1905 - One of America’s Oldest Family Owned Motorcycle Dealerships

Phone: 718-447-4009
Fax:
718-727-3507
442 Bay Street, Staten Island., N.Y. 10304

For information 1-888-344-4400

Main St., Smithville Flats, NY 13841-0027

www.Lombardi-HD.com
Michael Lombardi

Rooms
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ABATE of New York BOARD MEETING June 15, 2008
Roadkill called the meeting to order at 10AM with the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll was taken by the Secretary with 9 voting members present (PRES, V-PRES, SECTY, TREAS, LEG-COORD,
SGT-ARMS, REGION A, REGION C, REGION E.)
Minutes of the previous meeting were called for, Motion
#B63-08 made by Michael with a second to accept the minutes as printed and distributed. Unanimous.
Correspondence:
The press release “ABATE of New York Opposes
State’s Repeated Raid of Motorcycle Safety Funds” has
generated a tremendous interest from various forums, radio,
newspapers, etc. Also, the press release about the money is
making noise everywhere, because it now also all over the
internet.
There was a discussion also about the News Release
from NCOM sending a letter of intent from their NY attorney of filing a class action lawsuit against NYS Dept. of
Motor Vehicles and NYS Police in response to a series of
discriminatory roadblocks targeting motorcycles en route to
motorcycle-related events. Roadkill questioned why Prospector didn’t tell us at the May meeting about the prospective law suit.

Binghamton, NY

FLATHEADS
to
TWIN CAMS

It was discovered that the snowmobilers did not get
their money back. But these and other funds are designated
funds that were not to be touched.
Motion #B65-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to have
our lawyer contacted about the states misuse of designated
funds. Unanimous.
Pam reported that the Legislative bill about Contractual
Rider Education is moving very fast at the capitol. Current
provider is MANYS.

SUFFOLK COUNTY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Long Island’s Oldest Dealer Since 1960

4020 Sunrise Highway
Oakdale, New York 11769

Custom Bikes Built to Order ● Stock/
Aftermarket Replacement Parts ● Repair/
Service by Factory trained staff ● Riding apparel/Helmets/Leather

ROLLIN’ BONES MOTOR CO., INC.

www.hdsuffolk.com

536 Old Front St., Binghamton, NY 13905 Exit 5 off NY Rte. 81 N/S
607-773-1340 ● rollinbonesmotorco@netzero.com

631-244-9000
ED STEWART

Shawn reported that he has been invited to speak at the
Governors Conference at Old Forge this year.
Beth reported that truckers plan on doing a protest ride
into Albany on 6/19/08 and they are asking anyone interested in joining them to please do so. There is strength in
numbers.
Presidents Report:
Roadkill asked Tom if he has had any contact with
Southern Tier. Tom stated that he has had no contact with
Corky. Roadkill expressed his expectation of resolution of
the improper actions & inaccurate published comments surrounding the establishment of their bank account by next
meeting.

ATV
Motorcycles
Snowmobiles

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.

Vice-President’s Report:

State Office Manager Chris reported that we may be
having a visit today at our meeting from Channel 34 Binghamton, which is an NBC/ABC affiliate station to do an
interview with us done by reporter Jim Emke.
(Unfortunately he never made it to our meeting.)

Beth reported that the media booklets are in the works.
Treasurer’s Report:

Motion #B64-08 made by Michael with a 2nd that if
NCOM does file a class action law suit, we then will join in.
Unanimous.
It was discussed that NYS ABATE should contact the
ACLU office; Beth stated that she would write the letter.

Fax: 631-244-0521

www.rollinbones.com

Pete was glad to report that the books for 2007 were
now closed, and that the extension he had requested had
been granted. He was also very glad to report that all previous tax returns had been released and returned with no penalties to be paid.

949 Route 28
Kingston, New York 12401

Stone’s Snow Sled
Tel. 315-483-4329 or 315-331-2053
Fax 315-483-4585
www.stonessnowsleds.com

845.338.2800 phone
845.338.9497 fax

4386 Maple Ridge Road
Newark, NY 14513

visit our website at
www.woodstockharley.com

Sales
Service
Parts
Motorclothes

We were billed by our attorney $300.00 for the subpoena issue.

Dave reported that he looked up the State and Federal
laws on helmets, it states only Snell or DOT approved.

Ralph Wagonblott has submitted a bill for Freedom

ITHACA HARLEY-DAVIDSON, INC.
6033 Rt. 13, CAYUTA, NY 14824
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. Sat. 8-3
Phone 607-594-3536 Fax 607-594-3009 www.ithacah-d.com

Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote. ~George Jean Nathan
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Bill S7405, sponsor Libous, STATUS: 5/27/08 Advanced to 3rd reading. This bill was put into the transportation committee on April 4, 2008 and was out of the committee and ready to be voted on by the full Senate by May
27, 2008. 38 working days!

(Board Minutes Continued from page 10)

Rally in the amount of $177.50 for his motel bill.
Motion #B 66-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to pay
the $177.50 motel bill, a one-time only exception. Motion
carried with a vote of 8 yes and 1 no.

Bill A11185, Sponsor Gantt, STATUS: 05/27/08
Ways and Means.

In Pete’s report he noted that both Dutchess and Putnam/Westchester Chapters are seriously behind in turning
in their financial reports to him. This is an issue that we
need to address.
Motion #B 67-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd that the
Treasurer should request and receive the late financial reports within 30 days or we will have to dissolve the 2 chapters – Dutchess and Putnam/Westchester and that we pursue the sub standard action of these chapters per our ByLaws.
Roadkill received a call from DFAS in Rome, NY,
they were inquiring about how they would go about getting
a training course for the riders among their approximately
1000 employees.
There had been a conversation with the President of
the MRF (Hardtail) about a school safety program, something along the lines of the “Share the Road” program. We
do have the information but we are not pro active, volunteers are needed. We need to develop some type of incentive.

(Scooters Can Be a Problem Continued from page 27)

Capt. Dennis Wood of the Vermilion County
Sheriff’s Department has ridden motorcycles
since childhood. He quotes a Motorcycle
Rider Program as saying: “Good drivers
aren’t born, they’re trained.”

Back to the Treasurers report – Pam reported that there
is “A Meeting of the Minds” on Sept. 23-26, 2008 in Denver, Colorado. She would like to know if we can cover her
costs.

“Riding a motorcycle on the road is a very
defensive, almost wears you out sort of
thing,” he said. “You constantly need to be
checking where your lane position is, where
other motorists are in conjunction with you.

Motion #B68-08 made by Roadkill with a 2nd that we
pay for Pam’s motel, registration and transportation, but
she will cover her meals to go to “The Meeting of the
Minds” in Denver, CO on Sept. 23-26, 2008. Unanimous.

“Making a mistake in a car is one thing. Making a mistake on a motorcycle is quite a different thing.”
State Party

Biker 0 Egg 1

Cautious, careful people, always casting about to preserve their
reputation and social standing, never can bring about a reform.
Those who are really in earnest must be willing to be anything or
nothing in the world's estimation, and publicly and privately, in
season and out, avow their sympathy with despised and persecuted ideas and their advocates, and bear the consequences.
~ Susan B. Anthony
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Motion #B69-08 made by Pete with a 2nd to pre pay
$300.00 to Pam to enable her to get to the meeting. Unanimous.

Prospector spoke to the office of the Chairman of
Ways and Means, Assemblyman Herman D. Farrell, Jr.,
and they promised to move the bill.
Confiscation Bill: Prospector met with Senator Robach’s office again regarding S1705 the Senate’s Confiscation bill. Robach is trying to get it out of committee but it
turns out the PBA still has objections to the bill. Prospector has contacted Senator Bruno’s office for help as well as
Assembly Sponsor Donna Lupardo.
Motion #B71-08 made by Roadkill with a 2nd that we
contact Proner to address the situation in NYC where they
violate Federal Law which says that motorcycles are exempt from HOV lanes, which NYC does not honor. Carried with a vote of 8 yes and 1 abstain.
Pam asked if we will be sending people to DC in the
spring of 2009. Referencing the State Board Meeting of
June 17, 2007 when we motioned to send 4 people to DC
for the MRF. Pam would like to present this in the newsletter. Can she do this? Who every goes could also attend
the AMA training at the same time. The cost of the seminar is $80.00 per person.
Motion #B72-08 made by Dave with a 2nd to send 4
people to the AMA Seminar in 2009 in DC and that we
spend up to $1000.00 as necessary when necessary. Unanimous.
At this time break was called at 12:10pm.

Motion #B70-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to accept
the Treasurer’s Report. Unanimous.

Public Relations Report:

Legislative Coordinator’s Report:

Beth reported that she has 10,000 bags on order; these
will be imprinted with our Logo and other information.

Pam reported that she will be sending out the 2008
Legislative Report to all chapters.
www.abateny.org

This bill would provide the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles with greater flexibility in qualifying an entity to coordinate motorcycle rider training by encouraging competition among organizations.

For information 1-888-344-4400

She would also like to have some items for Jeff to use
at Alex Bay.
Page 11

www.abateny.org

(Board Minutes Continued from page 11)

Beth has made a large purchase of pins and pens; these
should be available for the next meeting.
The new lawn signs and posters of the new promotion
are still in progress.
Beth also reported that she has heard much feedback
concerning the Press Release prepared by Roadkill.

The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing
party to treasure, pins perhaps to be saved or placed at the
grave, and the publication so all remember.

It was reported that Doc passed the remainder of the
signs on to Jim Waterman.
Monroe Chapter has made new signs; these are
slightly larger than the usual sign.
Finger Lakes Chapter reported that they are giving
their support to Joel Ordway for Sheriff of Steuben County.
He has been to at least one of our meetings and spoke. And
there was a picture presentation in the local newspaper of
the ABATE officers as well as other members with Mr.
Ordway.
There was also a discussion about purchasing the signs
like Syracuse did.
Regional Reports:
Region A: Shawn reported that everything is OK in his
region. Their next Meeting is 7/16/08.

Region C: Tom reported that there are currently 867 members in his region, and 9 chapters.

Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers.
State Office Manager’s Report:
Chris reported that she has completed charts through
May on all Chapters.
Effective 6/14/08 she will have complete member
counts of each chapter, their gains, losses and their 1 & 2
month delinquencies.
For information 1-888-344-4400

Motion #B 73-08 made by Kathy with a 2nd to establish a new Forever Membership at a onetime cost of
$100.00 for a deceased member as outlined in the proposal.
Unanimous.
Committee Reports:
Seminar – Slider Gilmore is tentative, depending on
his schedule, our cost would be approximately $500.00.

The Vectrix is an electric scooter though many articles are
calling it a motorcycle. As first look it looks pretty good.
“The Vectrix ZEV is the first fully electric bike, it's
great for the environment, and its low repair rates are
unrivaled. And it goes fast. By fast, we mean zero to
50 MPH in 6.8 seconds. We're not just electric –
we're Vectrix.”

man of J & L Harley Davidson.”
If you live close to work this scooter is a good deal, you
can plug it into any 110/220v electric socket to recharge the
battery. A dead battery takes about 4 hours to charge. For
$9,000 you have no emissions, no gas cost, and low repair.
So How Far Can You Go Before Draining the Battery?
Constant Speed
25 mph
35 mph
40 mph
45 mph
50 mph
60 mph

Although if you read the details the website recommends
you drive slower to save on the battery as well as the
amount of weight that is on the scooter.
Added Weight = Reduced Range
Quoted from New Motorcycle Good for the Planet
"Just in time for the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, J & L
Harley in Sioux Falls has a new motorcycle on its lot for
sale. Only this bike is no hog, in fact you might call it a
runt.

Range
65 miles
54 miles
48 miles
44 miles
36 miles
20 miles

Hard Acceleration = Reduced Range
Added Weight = Reduced Range
Faster Speed = Reduced Range

It's perfect for commuting in town, these things are fun to
ride, powerful top speed is 62 mph and they can keep up on
the interstate and on roads no problem, " said Jimmy Enten-

While it looks like Sturgis is out of the question unless you
live nearby but this could be the answer to those who want
to help the environment and don’t have far to go.

State Party – “No news lately.” was reported, however, both bands have apparently quit and been replaced,
adequate meals and motorcycle games were still unconfirmed. Beth indicated she’d follow up with Pete.

Chautauqua Chapters papers are getting in order, still in
progress.

Sgt at Arms Report:

Forever Membership was recommended to be established
at a one-time cost of $100, with eligibility limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at time of
death.

The Vectrix ZEV

Motion #B 74-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to pursue Slider Gilmore as speaker for the Seminar. Motion
carried with a vote of 8 yes and 1 abstain.

Assemblyman Cole spoke at their Safety Check held in
Geneva.

Region E: Everything OK with the exception of Putnam
and Westchester. N. Ulster will host the next regional
meeting.

Chris proposed creating a “Forever Member” memorial for deceased members of ABATE. The Forever Member would be memorialized through a unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New
York pins. Forever Members' names would be published in
a special section of every subsequent issue of The Freedom
Writer.

Message from Web-Master he has removed any
ABATE-sponsored Poker Run ads from the web site per
Board’s expectation.
Beth is still continuing work on the tax status change.
This could take some time to get this accomplished.
Motion #B 75-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to join
in as a subsidiary of the “Share the Road” program and create our own presentation. Carried 8 yes and 1 abstain.
Old Business:
Roadkill will check on the completion & mailing
status of the corporate resolution for banking sent to Wayne
Chapter.
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Americade Cruises Into Lake George: by Dexter Balyeat of Haymond Law

Utica Harley-Davidson

(Board Minutes Continued from page 12)

New Business:
Every first full week of June something special happens in Lake George, NY. Motorcycle enthusiasts seem to remember
what it is about their two (and three) wheeled vehicles that they love so much, riding them. The back roads through Warren
and Saratoga counties as they crisscross the Hudson River at Americade, the largest touring rally, are some of the best in the
nation for riding. Attitudes aren’t tolerated but the truth is, it’s really hard to have a bad one up here. The beautiful scenery,
the endless activities, the friendly and informed Tour Expo staff, and of course the motorcycles that take over the small
northern town make it difficult to be anything other than euphoric.
The attention is all on the bikes and the ride. From self guided and guided tours to the latest products for your bike at Million Dollar Beach and the Expo Center to the seminars that help you get more out of your ride and make the road safer, its
no wonder riders attend from all over. And once again the Haymond Law Firm presented their Seminar, Riding in the Right.
John Haymond generally speaks to motorcyclists who attend about what happens after the accident and what you can do to
protect yourself before and make the whole after-process less stressful.
Unfortunately, this year Mr. Haymond received news that his youngest daughter had broken her arm while doing gymnastics and he had to leave Lake George before the seminar to be with her. He left it in the capable hands of his Marketing Director and while the attendees were disappointed, they left more informed about safety and with gifts. (If you’d like John
Haymond to speak to your club or group, contact Dexter Balyeat at HaymondLawMCcal@cs.com. or 860-240-4798)
Americade ended on a Saturday that threw all the heat and humidity the Northeast is famous for. As bikers rode in the famous parade and packed up to go home happy, their smiles were widened by thought of next year when Americade runs
from June 1st through the 6th. And while you wait, you can our photos of Americade 2008 at HaymondLaw.com!

Shawn told everyone about the American Legion Bikers who have created a scholarship program for Learn to
Ride.
Motion #B 76-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to create
a scholarship (1 for each Region), for members only, to
attend the Beginners course of motorcycle safety currently
given by NYS and an Advanced course based on a written
essay submitted by the applicant to the Board. Unanimous.
Beth reported that the MRF is in need of funds. She is
organizing a run where all proceeds will go to the MRF at
the next Beast of the East.
There was much discussion on our representation in
the MRF, Prospector.
Motion #B 77-08 made by Shawn with a 2nd to contact the MRF concerning our dissatisfaction with our current representative. What is the process to replace with a
new representative? Unanimous.

The History of Utica Harley-Davidson/ Buell
Harley-Davidson / Buell of Utica started in 1975 in the
midst of the AMF years. In the beginning, the franchise
was part of Don’s Ford on Route 12 North in Utica. While
it may seem an unlikely combination, times being what
they were in the mid 1970s, it was a win-win relationship
from the beginning.
Harley-Davidson Motor Company had significant pressure
from Japanese imports at the time and was looking to increase its dealer ranks to market its line of lightweight
(250cc and smaller) motorcycles, made by Aermacchi,
Harley-Davidson’s Italian motorcycle subsidiary. With
gasoline shortages and price hikes spurred on by the Arab
oil embargo of 1973, buyers were looking for fuel efficient
vehicles. So, we were pretty successful in selling those little Harley-Davidson® motorcycles.
By 1977, oil prices eased and Harley-Davidson had pretty
much given up on the lightweight bike market. The product
line basically consisted of the Electra Glide®, Super
Glide®, Low Rider® and Sportster® in the lineup. In 1981,
AMF sold the Harley-Davidson division to thirteen members of the Harley-Davidson management team.

Motion #B 78-08 made by Beth with a 2nd that we
raise the age limit on the scholarship program to age 40.
Unanimous.
Motion #B 79-08 made by Roadkill with a 2nd to approve the logo design for a patch submitted by Onondaga
Chapter, as long as the patches are not worn in the middle
of the back. Unanimous.
The question was posed that what if an ABATE member gets caught in a road stop and gets ticketed, can they
count on the ABATE attorney for representation?
Dave Kipp is familiar with the process to follow and it
was suggested that he write an article for the newsletter
about issues covering the road stops and venues the rider
needs to use to work through the process.
Further discussion on this has been tabled until the
next State Chapter Meeting.
Motion #B 80-08 made by Roadkill with a 2nd that
we provide lunch at the State Board Meetings. Unanimous.

In those years, we were a very small dealer, selling maybe
50 bikes a year. Like all dealers, the 1980s were very tough
years. Interest rates were very high and product quality was
poor. But year by year things improved, the new Evolution® engine was unveiled, the Softail® line was introduced and product quality was continuously improved.
By the end of the 1980s, we were beginning to outgrow the
little corner of Don’s Ford that we had occupied for fifteen
years and discussion began about moving to a separate facility. Finally in the spring of 1993, Harley-Davidson of
Utica opened up on North Genesee Street in Utica. With a
place of our own, we had room to breathe and were in a
facility that we felt we would never outgrow.

Motion by Pete to adjourn 2nd by several. Unanimous.
Kathy A. Grasby
(Continued on page 23)

State Secretary
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Motorcycle History
This is a little known fact, but once upon a time, British
motorcycle manufacturer Triumph used to make scooters.
The first one came off the production lines in 1962.
Called the Triumph T10 Tina, it was supposed to jump on
the scooter bandwagon. Scooters had become the fad in
the UK, and Triumph thought it was a good idea to have
one, despite reservations by the then CEO Edward Turner .

In 1895, DeDion-Buton introduced an engine that would
revolutionize the motorcycle industry by making mass
production possible. The DeDion-Buton engine was a
small, light, high-revving four-stroke engine that could
generate half a horsepower. Although DeDion-Buton used
the engine in its motortricycles, motorcycle manufacturers
around the world copied and used the design.

Though designed by Turner himself, it cost Triumph
dearly, since they didn't sell many, and the money should
have been spent fighting off the Japanese motorcycles.
Later renamed to just T10, they stopped making them in
1970.

American, Sylvester Howard Roper (1823-1896) invented
a two-cylinder, steam-engine motorcycle (powered by
coal) in 1867. Roper's steam-cycle hit the streets in 1869,
well before the invention of the safety bicycle. This can
be considered the first motorcycle, if you allow your description of a motorcycle to include a steam engine. Howard Roper also invented a steam engine car.

In 1901 William S Harley, age 21, finished a blue print for
an engine to fit into a bicycle.
In 1903 William S. Harley and Arthur Davidson make
available to the public the first production HarleyDavidson® motorcycle. The bike was built to be a racer,
with a 3-1/8 inch bore and 3-1/2 inch stroke. Arthur's
brother Walter later joins their efforts.

Motorcycle evolved from a bicycle, first called a safety
bicycle. The safety bicycle was stable with good breaking.
Spoked front and rear wheels of the same size - roughly 30
inches in diameter (compared to the "ordinary" bicycle,
which had a 48-inch front wheel and a 30-inch rear wheel)
•

A chain-driven rear wheel

•

A front chainwheel roughly twice as large as the rear
sprocket

•

A low center of gravity

•

Direct front steering

German, Gottlieb Daimler invented the first gas-engined
motorcycle in 1885, which was an engine attached to a
wooden bike with wooden spokes and iron rims. That
marked the moment in history when the dual development
of a viable gas-powered engine and the modern bicycle
For information 1-888-344-4400

collided. Gottlieb Daimler used a new engine invented by
engineer, Nicolaus August Otto. Otto invented the first
"Four-Stroke Internal-Combustion Engine" in 1876. He
called it the "Otto Cycle Engine" As soon as he completed
his engine, Daimler (a former Otto employee) built it into
a motorcycle.

In 1904 the first Harley-Davidson Dealer in Chicago, IL
sold the 3 production motorcycles.

single vehicle crash at a curve. These are usually caused by
the rider over-estimating his skill level and entering the
curve too fast. Then they brake rather than counter-steer.
As a result, the bike sits upright and fails to make the turn,
causing the bike to go over the side and tumble down the
hillside. If the road surface is anything but clear and dry,
the curves become even more dangerous.
According to one study in England, there are over five
times as many curve accidents in rural areas as there are in
non-rural areas. Rural accidents are over one and a half
times more likely to be serious and over three times more
likely to be fatal than accidents in urban areas.
In fact, motorcycle accidents are much more likely to be the
fault, directly or indirectly, of the rider than four-wheeled
vehicle accidents -- an intuitively obvious conclusion when
you consider that most motorcycle accidents are due to
poor observation and inattention to conditions, excess
speed, environmental factors (wind, road surface, visibility,
etc.), inexperience, unnecessary risk taking and poor training.
Automobile drivers of course, get some of the blame from
bikers because they frequently failure to either notice that
motorcycles are on the road with them or, if they do notice,
they act carelessly anyway. But bike riders can't control
other drivers.
So if you're going to ride a motorcycle in Mendocino
County, get all the training you can, wear the right gear,
practice accident scenarios in a safe place before going out
on the open road, pay close attention, and take it easy out
there.
Deny it if you dare, but you're not as young as you used to
be.
Editor’s Note: This article is well written but I think the author
went to easy on the automobile drivers.

Scooters can create problems
Indian Motorcycle Company of Springfield, Mass. Oscar
Hedstrom and George Hendee formed a partnership to produce the first Indian Motorcycle in 1902. In 1903 a
V-Twin was introduced.
Only Indian and Harley-Davidson survived the Great Depression. Due to management mistakes Indian was sold
and closed it’s doors in the last 60’s.

Prices at the pump are driving more people to let go of the
steering wheel and instead grab the handlebars of a motorcycle or scooter — sometimes without the experience or
knowledge they need.
“Unfortunately, I think the misconception by a lot of the
non-riding public is that because scooters are easy to ride
that they’re not really that dangerous,” said John Sudlow,
project coordinator for the University of Illinois Motorcycle
Rider Program.
“Quite the contrary.”
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It’s a different scenario with motorcycles, where one-time
owners pull their bike out of the back of the garage and
try to ride again after several years. Just like first-time
scooter owners, these people aren’t quite up to par on
what it takes to ride a two-wheeler.
In both cases, the rider needs training before he can get on
the road safely.
“We need to ride defensively,” Sudlow said. “We don’t
have the luxury of crumple zones like the cars have and
air bags and seat belts.”
According to numbers from the Motorcycle Industry
Council in Irvine, Calif., the sale of scooters has taken off
across the country. Mike Mount, spokesman for the council, said scooter sales during the first two quarters of 2008
are up 66 percent, compared to the first two quarters of
2007. Motorcycle sales are up only .5 of a percent.
Mount said weekend motorcycle riders are now keeping
their two-wheelers on the road during the week to escape
the high gas prices. The first increases in motorcycle and
scooter sales began as fuel prices first began their climb
almost five years ago.
For these new riders and those who haven’t ridden in a
while, it’s imperative they go through training to prepare
for the open road. Sudlow said people generally don’t
have the training and understanding to simply start riding
a motorcycle or scooter, leading to putting themselves in
blind spots on the roadway for other drivers and compromising their position in traffic.
He said some people don’t have high levels of driving
skills as others. According to Sudlow, “If you’re a car
driver that has a lot of close calls, you don’t want to ride a
motorcycle.”
Both motorcycles and scooters require more than driving
a car.
“If you think about what you’re doing and play the ‘What
If’ game, adjust your position and adjust your speed accordingly and communicate with the other drivers, you’re
not going to have close calls,” he said.
Focusing their vision 20 seconds ahead helps riders pick
out possible problems with blind spots, intersections and
traffic.
Ironically, most motorcycle accidents don’t happen out on
the interstate or rural highway. Sudlow said the majority
happen in the city at lower speeds and usually at an intersection where the motorcycle has the right of way.
(Continued on page 30)
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Middle Age Men and Motorcycles
The rider swung smoothly into the left turn lane, knowing
from experience that it was about to turn green. Therefore,
there was no reason to stop; he'd be entering the intersection just as the light turned green and then he'd gun it
through the turn and onto the cross street.
But the experienced rider didn't expect the car in the opposite lane to jump the green light too, not realizing that there
was a motorcycle making a left turn in front of him as he
impatiently took off when he thought the light would turn
green.
Just after entering the intersection the rider saw that the car
at the light across from him was taking off -- right into his
path. The bike was already tilted into the turn. There was
no way to avoid a head-on collision -- except to dump the
bike.
The rider jammed on the brakes and let the bike fall to the
left while the rider sort of fell and jumped away, sprawling
on the pavement and stopping just short of the oncoming
car. The bike leaned all the way over on its left pegs, then
bounced back the other way and tumbled and slid on across
the street near the curb, in front of the remaining cars who
had not jumped their light.

so easily when the riders are in their 40s, 50s and 60s and
are only buying the bike for the "fun" of it? Therefore it
comes as no surprise that the death and injury rates of middle-aged men from motorcycle riding are going up.
Nearly half the riders killed in 2006 were over 40 and about
a quarter were over 50. According to a recent Gannett
News Service article, the death rates are going up because
the Hell's Codgers wannabes have the discretionary income
to buy some very big, very powerful bikes but they don't
have the experience, dexterity or reaction times to handle
them well -- even under good conditions.
Then there's the thrill factor. Unfortunately, many over-thehill riders deliberately court danger. Thrill-seeking is a
large part of the reason they are on the rumbling powermachine. Middle-aged men can buy muscle-bikes they only
dreamed about as teenagers.

2008 STATE PARTY PHOTOS

Combine this with Mendocino County's famously unforgiving country and coastal roads which are, unfortunately,
gaining an internet reputation for being exciting and panoramic tour-bike rides, and you add yet another factor to the
deadly motorcycle equation.
Statistics show that the most common bike crash is the

This incident happened in the days before the mandatory
helmet law took effect, so the rider was lucky to walk away
from the incident with minor scrapes and bruises.
The rider had owned his high-performance Ducati for about
six months at the time of the incident. He had had one other
accident with it previously when he failed to notice some
loose leaves on the road while leaning around a turn and the
rear tire slid out, leaving him with the usual cuts, scrapes
and bruises. After the second incident at the intersection the
rider decided he needed to practice dumping the bike. So he
went out into a dusty field and spent the afternoon dumping
the bike at various speeds and curves and getting very
sweaty and dirty.
Fortunately, there were no more dumping accidents in the
years after the left turn incident. Perhaps the rider learned
to be more cautious on turns, around unpredictable cars, at
intersections, etc. And, although it's legal under some circumstances, the rider disavowed "lane splitting" because
he'd had too many close calls with cars changing lanes in
front of him.

If you would like to help plan the next Abate State Party in 2009 call Beth Gorman or
email her and she will put you on the state party committee. 585-293-2086
Email: beth_michaelsen@yahoo.com

Proud Supporter
A.B.A.T.E. of New York
5 NEW YORK LOCATIONS
217 Rt. 32 North
New Platz, NY 12561

141 Remson Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

320 West Rt.#59
Central Nyack, NY

When the rider entered the military he sold his bike.
One could perhaps dismiss these incidents as an ordinary
part of an ill-spent, reckless youth. But, can you dismiss it
For information 1-888-344-4400
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4208 Union Road.
Buffalo, NY 14225
Ph:1-800-635-1383

Town Line Plaza
3047 W. Henrietta rd.
Rochester, NY 14616
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Harley-Davidson/Buell of Utica
4870 Commercial Drive
New York Mills, NY 13417
Tel. 315.797.5570 Fax 315.797.4564

Gowanda Harley-Davidson
2535 Gowanda Zoar Rd. Gowanda, NY (716) 532-4584
www.gowandaharley.com

For information 1-888-344-4400

askus@hdutica.com
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John Malyj
President

Geneva Harley-Davidson
Sales & Service, Inc.
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1103 Routes 5 & 20
Geneva, NY 14456

Phone (315) 789-7976
Fax (315) 789-3720

Upcoming Events:
Sep 13th - Open House - See the 2009 models, demo rides

368 W RIDGE RD
ROCHESTER N.Y. 14615
585-482-7260
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF JAMESTOWN, Inc
MOTORCYCLE SALES
PARTS AND SERVICE

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLE
CLOTHING AND APPAREL NEEDS

2950 N. MAIN ST. EXT.
JAMESTOWN, NY 14701
PHONE (716) 484-0113
FAX (716) 484-2322
www.jamestownharley.com

BRIAN D. REID
Sales Manager
hdj@netsync.net

www.extremebikerleather.com

To All Our Advertisers: Thank You for Advertising in the Freedom Writer

ATTORNEYS WHO RIDE KNOW
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KANTOR & GODWIN
5800 MAIN STREET
WILLIAMSVILLE, NY 14221
716-626-0404
www.kantorgodwin.com

KANTOR & GODWIN
Motorcycle Accident Attorneys

TRUST OUR EXPERIENCE, WE GET RESULTS!

Sent in by Jan Aguirre from Tompkins ABATE
For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE MEMBER
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Iron Block Harley-Davidson
Route 81 Exit 42

17890 Goodnough St.
Adams Center, NY 13606
(315) 583-6177
www.ironblock.com

Forking by Frank
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FRANK’S
MAINTENANCE & ENGINEERING, INC.
Replacement fork tubes
for most motorcycles.
Stock, over or under.

Upcoming events:
Oct 3rd—Fall Fashion Show
Oct 18th—Demo Day

945 PITNER AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60202
847-475-1003

A word to the wise ain't necessary, it's the stupid
ones who need the advice. ~ Bill Cosby

"People rarely succeed unless they have fun in what they do."

From the Editor
Hi. It’s really hard to put a
newsletter together with no
chapter reports at all. It leaves
an awful lot of space to fill not
to mention I like to read what
other chapters have to say and
I’m sure I am not the only
one.

WORK FOR YOURSELF
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I said in a previous issue that Jimmy and I were going to ride
the Tail of the Dragon in North Carolina and Tennessee. We
decided it would have to be a quick trip so the first day we
rode 12 hours. We only got off the motorcycle at gas stations
and was back on the motorcycle in 10 minutes or less. I slept
really good that night!!! The part of the Smokey Mountain
Parkway we rode was so nice and very scenic.

Reps Needed

Territories Open

Contact Us for Info:
716-725-2745
hardtalesmag@aol.com
For information 1-888-344-4400

The Tail of the Dragon with its many tight corners,
switchbacks, circle corners and motorcycles on the other
side of the road whipping around the corners on the wrong
side of the line wasn’t as relaxing as the parkway. The foot
boards scraping the road and the edge of the mountain so
close I could see down the side of the mountain was interesting. We’re riding the Blue Ridge Parkway next time.

The First in Synthetics ®
SINCE 1972

ROBERT “BOBP” PIACENTE
AMSOIL AND ALTRUM AUTHORIZED DEALER
ZO# 1434872
47-37 245th Street
Douglaston, NY 11362
(917) 747-0662
piagent@nyc.rr.com
www.lubedealer.com/bobp

Pam
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The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present
another level of membership, designed to memorialize
members passed.
The ABATE of New York Forever Member will be
memorialized through a unique card and memorial
certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New
York pins. Forever Members' names will be published in a special section of every subsequent issue of
The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New York
website.

Forever Members

You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.

The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure, pins perhaps to be saved or
placed at the grave, and the publication so
all remember.

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt

Forever Membership has been established at a onetime cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at time
of death.
For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE
of New York member through Forever Membership,
please contact the State Office Manager at 888-3444400, or cwerder@frontiernet.net

(Utica HD History Continued from page 13)

Initially, we only occupied a small
portion of that building, using about
4,000 square feet. We added to our
accessory and clothing lines and the
Motor Company shipped more bikes
to us, but like all dealers, we could
not keep bikes in stock. We added
the new Buell® line in the late
1990s. As the other tenants in the
building moved out, we kept expanding until 2001 when we finally
occupied the building’s entire
14,000 square feet. But soon, we
were out of room again.

Sanity Night
To keep the burn-out away.

We searched all over the Utica area,
studied land availability and traffic
counts and finally settled on a 4 acre
site on Commercial Drive in New
York Mills, just west of the City of
Utica. After months of planning and
designing the new store on paper,

Pick a night for Sanity Night and don’t let anything
interfere. No worrying about your job, ABATE,
your to-do-list. One night for good company, good
food, and relaxation.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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we broke ground in November,
2002. Work continued throughout
the winter and seven months later,
we had a new address and one of the
largest Harley-Davidson showrooms
in Upstate New York.
Today, we are proud of our humble
beginnings and also proud that we
have current customers who began
buying Harley-Davidson® motorcycles from us in those early years.
While we have grown with a bigger
store and a bigger staff, we stay true to
our roots and still prefer to do business on a handshake and fulfill every
promise we make.
Harley-Davidson/Buell of Utica
4870 Commercial Drive New York
Mills NY 13417
Phone: 315-797-5570
Fax: 315-797-4564
Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri. 8am 6pm
Thur 8am 8pm Sat 9am 4pm Sun 11am 4pm
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Driving Directions:
From North:Take Route 12 South to Route
840 West. Exit Route 840 at first exit. Turn
Right at end of exit ramp onto Route 5A
(Commercial Drive). We are one half mile
ahead on right (next to the cell tower).
From South: Take either Route 8 or 12 to
Route 840 West. Exit Route 840 at first exit.
Turn right at end of exit ramp onto Route 5A
(Commercial Drive). We are one half mile
ahead on right (next to the cell tower).
From East: Take Route 5S east to Utica.
Stay straight on Route 5S and it becomes
Route 5A where it crosses Route 12. After
passing Route 12, continue 2.5 miles and
take slight right onto ramp to stay on Route
5A and beginning of Commercial Drive. We
are approximately 1 mile on left (next to the
cell tower). If using NYS Thruway, use exit
31-Utica, follow signs for downtown and
Route 5S.
From West: Take Route 5 East to New Hartford. Turn left onto Route 5A Commercial
Drive. We are approximately 1.5 miles on
the right (next to the cell tower). If using the
NYS Thruway, use exit 32-Westmoreland,
turn right out of tollbooth and then left onto
Route 233. Follow 233 to Route 5. Turn left
onto Route 5 East.
Utica AD in the Freedom Writer page 15
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Lineage of the Patriot Guard

http://www.patriotguard.org/AboutUs/OurHistory/tabid/145/Default.aspx

How Can You Be Fairly Compensated After You're Hurt in an Accident?
by: Philip L. Frankel Esq.

“Several people have asked how the Patriot Guard Riders
got started. Here’s what we’ve been able to piece together.
It all started back in early August of 2005 with the American Legion Riders chapter 136 from Kansas. They were
appalled to hear that a fallen hero’s memory was being tarnished by misguided religious zealots who were protesting
at funerals. They decided to do something about it. At the
ALR 136 August meeting, Director: Chuck " Pappy "
Barshney appointed members, Terry “Darkhorse” Houck,
Cregg “Bronco 6” Hansen, Steve “McDaddy” McDonald,
and Bill ”Wild Bill” Logan to form a committee to strategize and form a battle plan to combat Fred Phelps and the
Westboro Baptist Church (WBC).
When they heard that the WBC was going to protest at the
Funeral of Sgt. John Doles in Chelsea, Oklahoma, they established a Mission Statement, which included getting the
families permission and contacting Law Enforcement and
other Motorcycle Groups in Oklahoma. They agreed that
their ultimate goal was to get veterans and motorcycle organizations involved in every state so that each state could
handle the situation internally and not rely on other states
to do the job. They were very successful in mustering riders to honor Sgt. Doles and limiting the intrusion by the
WBC.
After the Chelsea Mission the Kansas American Legion
Riders wanted all Motorcycle Groups/ Organizations to be
recognized. On the 18th of October 2005 the Patriot Guard
name was established and was announced on the 27th of
October 2005 to the 100 + motorcyclists present at the Tonganoxie Mission to Honor Spc Lucas Frantz.
Following the missions in South Haven, KS and a later ride
in Edmond, OK, Jeff “Twister” Brown, from Broken Arrow, OK, decided to do more than just ride. He saw a need
to get a strong nation-wide communications and recruiting
program in place. He contacted the original American Legion Riders in Kansas and told them of his plans. They
openly shared their experiences, suggestions, and encouragement. Within a matter of days, Brown had formed the
Patriot Guard Riders and began a nation-wide campaign to
garner support.
Similarly, after a mission ride in Greeley, CO, Hugh Knaus
and Jason “Waldo” Wallin answered the call of the newly
formed Patriot Guard Riders, becoming the national webmaster and communications director, respectively. Within
a matter of days, a mission statement was refined and a
website was built, rebuilt, and launched. A call immediately went out to individual riders and groups across the
nation to join and ride with the PGR. State Captains were
recruited to work more closely with the members in their
area.
For information 1-888-344-4400

The growth has been phenomenal. Within a week their
membership included many riders from associations like
the VFW, American Legion, Rolling Thunder, ABATE,
Combat Vets Motorcycle Association, Intruder Alert,
Leathernecks Motorcycle Club, and almost five hundred
individual riders. To the credit of Hugh and “Waldo”, the
PGR website had received almost 566,000 hits in the first
two weeks! Patriots from all over America and several foreign countries responded. Emails were pouring in from
people wanting to support and join the newly formed PGR.
So, that’s a pretty concise picture of where we came from
and where we are today. A great deal of credit goes to that
small group of Kansas American Legion Riders, but none
of this could have ever been accomplished without the patriot member who takes time out of their life to honor a
fallen soldier and their family.”

Patriot Guard Riders
Mission Statement

The Patriot Guard Riders is a diverse amalgamation
of riders from across the nation. We have one thing
in common besides motorcycles. We have an unwavering respect for those who risk their very lives
for America’s freedom and security. If you share
this respect, please join us.
We don’t care what you ride or if you ride, what
your political views are, or whether you’re a hawk
or a dove. It is not a requirement that you be a veteran. It doesn't matter where you’re from or what
your income is; you don’t even have to ride. The
only prerequisite is Respect.
Our main mission is to attend the funeral services of
fallen American heroes as invited guests of the family. Each mission we undertake has two basic objectives.

Recently, I was retained to represent four different people who suffered serious injuries in motorcycle accidents.
What do all of these people have in common?
All four motorcyclists suffered serious injuries requiring surgery; all were injured because someone else was
100% at fault; in each of these accidents, the person who was at fault had minimum insurance liability limits of
$25,000; all the motorcyclists had $25,000 of uninsured motorist coverage and no underinsured insurance coverage; all four motorcyclists could only collect $25,000; all four injuries could have been compensated in an
amount of several hundred thousand dollars.
I have several tools available to uncover all available insurance coverage and assets to compensate my clients.
For instance, I use a service which can find additional insurance policies and excess insurance policies (also
known as blanket liability insurance). I also use an investigative database which can locate real estate and other
assets owned by the person responsible for causing the accident.
When the person who causes the accident has an insurance policy with $100,000 or $300,000 liability limits,
there is a good chance that I can find a $1,000,000 blanket liability policy. The problem is that people who have
a minimum $25,000 liability insurance policy almost always have little to no assets and no other insurance policies.
To protect yourself if you are seriously hurt because of someone else's negligence, you can purchase an insurance policy with underinsured and uninsured coverage of $300,000 for just a few dollars more.
An online quote with nationally known insurance company for a 35-year-old male with a 2001 Harley XL 1200S
Sportster showed that the cost to increase insurance coverage from the minimum $25,000 liability policy with no
underinsured coverage to a $300,000 liability policy with $300,000 uninsured/underinsured coverage is only
$31.91 per month extra (depending upon your personal history and conditions, your extra premium could be less
or more). This means that for an extra $383 per year, my clients could have obtained an additional $275,000.
You may think that it will never happen to you, but unfortunately I see it all the time. Please call your insurance
agent today and increase your liability and uninsured/underinsured coverage to at least $300,000.
If you have any questions you would like to submit for publication here, please send your question to ABATE @1800HURT911.com
Philip L. Frankel Esq. is an attorney representing people hurt in motorcycle accidents, construction accidents, and other accidents. The
foregoing is for informational purposes and should be considered advertising, not legal advice which should only be obtained by formally
contacting a lawyer to discuss your specific circumstances. Mr. Franckel is the founder of www.HURT911.org, www.HURT911Biker.com,
and owns and advertises 1-800-HURT-911. If you have been hurt in a motorcycle accident, construction accident, or any kind of accident, speak directly to Mr. Franckel at 1-800-HURT-911.

1. Show our sincere respect for our fallen heroes,
their families, and their communities.
2. Shield the mourning family and their friends from
interruptions created by any protestor or group of
protestors.
We accomplish the latter through strictly legal and
non-violent means.
To those of you who are currently serving and fighting for the freedoms of others, at home and abroad,
please know that we are backing you. We honor
and support you with every mission we carry out,
and we are praying for a safe return home for all.
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ABATE of
New York
State Party

Niagara Falls N.Y. Chapter
Harley Owners Group
PO Box 3069, Niagara Falls, NY 14304
Meetings 3rd Thursday of Month
8:00 PM
American Legion Post
6525 Ward Road
Sanborn, NY
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Reducing Motorcycle Fatalities through Checkpoints and Education: The New York State Experience
You can’t win a fight until you know all the issues. This a detailed account of the Motorcycle Checkpoints.

By Major David A. Salmon, Director of Traffic Services,
New York State Police, Albany, New York
Motorcycle fatalities are rapidly increasing across the United
States, rising from 2,116 in 1997 to 4,576 in 2005. During the
same time period, passenger vehicle fatalities decreased significantly. As a percentage of all traffic fatalities, motorcycle fatalities now account for 10 percent, up from 5 percent in 1997. Approximately one-quarter of all fatally injured motorcycle drivers
were unlicensed in 2005, and an alarming 61 percent of motorcycle operators who died in single-vehicle crashes on weekend
nights had blood alcohol concentrations of .08 percent or more.
New York State is experiencing very similar increases in motorcycle crashes. Highway fatalities in New York would have remained at record lows in 2006 if not for a 13 percent increase in
motorcycle fatalities, following an even higher 14 percent increase from 2004 to 2005. Coupled with these alarming statistics,
brazen and reckless riding by many motorcyclists is now commonplace on the state's highways.
Causes of Increased Fatalities
Several factors account for this growing problem. One such factor is an increase in the number of motorcycles on U.S. highways.
Nationally, retail sales of new bikes increased from 356,000 in
1997 to 1,149,000 in 2005, a 223 percent increase, according to
the Motorcycle Industry Council. In New York State alone, motorcycle registrations increased nearly 20 percent from 2003 to
2006.
Another factor in the increase in motorcycle fatalities is an increase in the engine size and speed capabilities of motorcycles.
Recent research by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
showed that motorcycles classified as "supersports" deliver more
horsepower per pound than a typical NASCAR racing vehicle.
These motorcycles have driver death rates per 10,000 registered
motorcycles nearly four times higher than rates for motorcyclists
who ride all other types of bikes.
In addition, the total highway traffic volume for all vehicles has
increased. Vehicle miles traveled increased 12.4 percent in New
York State from 2000 to 2006. Furthermore, the marketing of
speed by vehicle manufacturers and the media is a growing problem. From television commercials to video games and motorcycle enthusiast Web sites, audiences are fed a constant message
that speed is fun and normal. This is coupled with the elimination
or weakening of helmet laws in some states and the proliferation
of the use of novelty helmets. Recent research by the U.S.
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
showed that novelty helmets offer virtually no protection in
crashes. Finally, there has been an increase of older, less experienced motorcycle drivers. According to the NHTSA, fatalities for
riders aged 50 and older have increased over 100 percent from
2001 to 2005. These older drivers also lack driver training. In
2006, only one-quarter of new motorcycle licensees participated
in the training course offered by the New York State Department
of Motor Vehicles.
For information 1-888-344-4400

Submitted By: George Gorman

Addressing the Problem
The NHTSA published a comprehensive Motorcycle Safety Program Plan in 2006, which covers everything from data and research to helmets, licensing, impairment, and even international
factors. In conclusion, the plan states: "The problem of motorcycle fatalities and injuries is not NHTSA's alone to solve. To reduce the needless injuries and deaths on our Nation's roadways,
NHTSA urges States, local jurisdictions, national organizations,
rider groups, manufacturers, insurers, and all individuals-riders
and drivers-to take responsibility for this growing problem by
doing everything in their power to ensure a safe and enjoyable
ride for all motorcyclists, every trip, every time."
Safety professionals from around the United States are concerned
with the current trend, and many groups are studying ways to
address the problem. On September 11, 2007, after extensive
research, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) conducted hearings on motorcycle crashes and issued recommendations, including a recommendation to all states to require all motorcycle drivers and passengers to wear Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard 218-compliant helmets.
The role of the law enforcement community in addressing this
problem is fairly clear: to enforce existing vehicle and traffic
laws. Yet traditional enforcement methods, as they relate to stopping motorcycles for offenses such as speeding and reckless driving, are proving problematic. This is especially true for a certain
segment of the motorcycling population: young males operating
racing-style motorcycles. Unlawful fleeing is commonplace with
this group and is compounded by the growing concern for police
pursuits. Police officers are now often reluctant to pursue a fleeing motorcyclist, and supervisors are much more likely than in
the past to terminate a pursuit if one begins. As a
result, some motorcyclists, aware of these factors, are now more
likely to flee, compounding the problem. It is also common for
many of these riders to obscure their license plates to avoid identification.
New York Fights Back
High-risk and reckless operation poses a tremendous danger for
motorcyclists, police, and the motoring public and contributes to
the grim trend outlined in this article. The death of New York
State Trooper Craig J. Todeschini is a tragic example. On April
23, 2006, Trooper Todeschini was pursuing a reckless motorcyclist on State Route 91 in Onondaga County (central New York).
Trooper Todeschini lost control and crashed into a tree, later succumbing to his injuries. The motorcyclist was later apprehended,
charged, and convicted of aggravated criminally negligent homicide and reckless driving. He was sentenced to seven years in
state prison. The untimely death of this trooper resulted in legislation that created a new "unlawful fleeing" law in New York.
Before this law was enacted, the most serious charge that could
normally be lodged against a fleeing motorist (absent the death of
the pursuing officer) was reckless driving, a misdemeanor, and
failure to comply with a police officer, a traffic infraction. Although no law can bring Trooper Todeschini back to his loved
ones, it is hoped that this new law will prevent at least some pur-
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(Continued from page 20)

suits in the future. None of this is news to the enforcement community. What is new is the approach taken by the New York
State Police (NYSP) to combat this problem. On October 7,
2007, the NYSP conducted a very successful pilot motorcycle
enforcement initiative on Interstate 84 in Dutchess County (in the
Hudson Valley area). The purpose of this pilot program was to
measure the efficacy of conducting motorcycle safety enforcement checkpoints, which are much like commercial vehicle enforcement checkpoints. An essential element of this program was
the use of aircraft to assist in the apprehension of any motorcyclist who might attempt to flee.
State troopers, along with officers from the Dutchess County
Sheriff's Office and the East Fishkill and Kent Police Departments, conducted a motorcycle checkpoint at a rest area 17 miles
west of the Connecticut state line. The checkpoint was conducted
concurrently with an annual motorcycle event held approximately
25 miles to the east in Connecticut. This ensured a sufficient volume of motorcycle traffic to justify the substantial number of
resources involved. Also participating in the checkpoint were
investigators from the State Police Special Investigations Unit
(SP-SIU) and the Department of Motor Vehicles Division of
Field Investigations Unit (DMV-FIU), both of which specialize
in stolen motorcycles.
All motorcyclists were directed by three portable variable message signs (VMSs) to exit the Interstate into the rest area. Once in
the rest area, riders were directed to a coned-off area, where they
were inspected by members of the State Police Motorcycle Unit,
SP-SIU, and DMV-FIU. Traffic tickets were subsequently written by troopers and other law enforcement officers. Safety violations, such as illegal helmets and unlicensed operation, were the
primary focus of officers, although riders were cited for other
violations as well, including illegal exhaust systems, for example.
Investigators inspected selected bikes for suspected vehicle identification number (VIN) issues. Public information and educational materials were distributed to all riders and passengers. In
fact, the safety and education aspect was stressed at a preoperational briefing, where all aspects of the detail were discussed.
The NYSP took great care to plan for fleeing motorcyclists and in
fact fully expected flights to happen. In an effort to apprehend
any such fleeing riders, an NYSP Chevrolet Camaro (a designated chase car) was positioned near the entrance to the rest area.
Another patrol vehicle with a license plate reader unit was also
positioned near the entrance. At the first exit down the road from
the motorcycle checkpoint, the NYSP set up a seat belt checkpoint both to apprehend any fleeing bikers who attempted to
jump off at the next available exit and to make use of the personnel waiting for them at that site. Finally, an aerial speed enforcement detail was conducted approximately five miles down the
road from the motorcycle checkpoint, both to have aircraft already in the air in the event of a pursuit and to use the aircraft for
additional speed enforcement.
Briefings were conducted both before and after the checkpoint
event at the East Fishkill barracks nearby. These briefings were
important for a number of reasons. Since this was a new concept
for all involved, the first briefing provided an opportunity to present an overview of the program and explain all operational aspects, including officer safety, communications, and motorcyclist
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safety information and education. The NYSP emphasized its desire to avoid pursuits, consistent with existing policy. The use of
aircraft as part of this operation was expected almost certainly to
eliminate the need for pursuits. The post event briefing provided
an opportunity for feedback and lessons learned. A media release
that again emphasized motorcycle safety provided relevant information to the public. Numerous newspaper and radio outlets reported positively on the event.
By most measures, this operation was a success. Most importantly, it was conducted safely, for the police officers involved
and the motoring public, and no motorcyclist attempted to flee.
Eleven motorcyclists did pass the entrance to the rest area without stopping, but once the marked patrol vehicle pulled out behind them, all of them stopped and were inspected (all claimed
not to have seen the VMS messages). Approximately 280 bikes
passed through the inspection zone, of which 225 were inspected.
To avoid backups during heavy-volume periods, 55 riders were
waved through the checkpoint. Of the 104 traffic tickets issued,
the most common violation was for operating with an unapproved helmet (41 tickets issued), while the second most common violation was for illegal exhaust (7 citations issued). Three
motorcycles were referred for further investigation for nonconforming VINs.
Next Steps
The winter months following the pilot project were used to evaluate the project further and to gather intelligence on which events
would be most effective to target in 2008. With support from the
NHTSA through a grant from the New York State Governor's
Traffic Safety Committee, the agency plans to conduct approximately 15 enforcement details across the state in the 2008 riding
season. In addition to conducting these enforcement checkpoints,
the state police will assign troopers from its Motorcycle Unit to
conduct public information and education activities at motorcycle
events across the state, such as Americade, one of the country's
largest annual motorcycle events. Americade brings together
25,000 bikers for a full week each summer in Lake George, New
York. NYSP outreach activities at such events will include conducting courtesy inspections, with incentives provided. Essentially, troopers will be selling a safety message by interacting
with motorcycle enthusiasts and distributing educational materials.
At the time of writing, six checkpoints have been conducted in
four state Police Troops across New York. Early indications point
to a successful strategy. The most common violation noted at
these checkpoints is the use of illegal helmets. Inclement weather
has been a complicating factor at some of the checkpoints, which
resulted in significantly reduced motorcycle volume. To date, no
pursuits have occurred, and media coverage has been widespread
and positive. In recent years, law enforcement agencies have
made significant progress in highway safety in curtailing impaired driving, improving occupant protection, and reducing
overall fatalities. Unfortunately, the exact opposite trend is taking
place with motorcycles. The NYSP is hopeful that this first step
toward a concerted statewide effort will help to reverse this trend
in New York State.
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