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What Is ABATE?

Sergeant at Arms

American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for
profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and
interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image
of motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue to strive to stay acquainted with the issues and the
people of the motorcycling community.

Public Relations
Ralph Wagonblott 716-627-3134
Western Region A Coordinator
Michael Grasby 585-728-5246 michaelg9898@yahoo.com
Cnic Region C Coordinator
Tom Alton 315-342-2446 kc2bwd1alfy@peoplepc.com

We encourage all our members to be informed registered
voters. ABATE of New York, Inc. supports the Motorcycle
Riders Education classes currently being offered throughout
NYS. We welcome interested people to any of our activities
and to join our organization. All makes and models of motorcycles are welcome.

Metro NY/LI Region D Coordinator
Tanya Cruz 646-533-6167 tanya4ny@gmail.com
Hudson Valley Mohawk Region E Coordinator
John O'Neill 845-227-9530 2003fxstd@optonline.net

Lighter counties have chapters.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of Brooklyn
P.O. Box 245064
Brooklyn, NY 11224
ABATE of Brooklyn
Alliance
P.O. Box 193
Brooklyn, NY 11216
ABATE of Buffalo-Erie

PO Box 286
West Seneca, NY 14224

Manhattan-Alliance
PO Box 513
Knickerbocker Station
New York , NY 10002
ABATE of Monroe
PO Box 13277
Rochester, NY 14613
ABATE of Niagara
PO Box 25,
Lockport, NY 14095

Aims & Purposes
To review and inform members about federal, state, and
local levels of government motorcycle legislation and to promote
favorable motorcycle legislation.
To improve road conditions thus making roads safer for motorcyclists.
To help prevent accidents through education and public awareness.
To promote positive community relations.
To promote political involvement of motorcyclists.
To act as a legislative liaison between motorcyclists and government
authorities, police departments, government agencies, insurance companies, and other organizations.

ABATE of Cattaraugus
PO Box 204
Cattaraugus NY 14719

ABATE of North Ulster

To report and discourage biased news reporting about motorcyclists.

P.O. Box 13

To present and promote a better image of motorcycling.

ABATE of Cayuga
PO Box 74
Auburn, NY 13021

ABATE of Oneida
PO Box 545

ABATE of Chautauqua
PO Box 572
Dunkirk, NY 14048

ABATE of Onondaga
PO Box 11575
Syracuse, NY 13218

ABATE of Columbia
PO Box 227
Hudson, NY 12534

ABATE of Ontario
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Cortland-Chenango
P.O. Box 245
McGraw, NY 13101

ABATE of Orleans
PO Box 43
Medina, NY 14103-0043

ABATE of Delaware
PO Box 1363
Oneonta, NY 13820

ABATE of Oswego
PO Box 133
Central Square, NY 13036

1:00 pm February 19, 2011

ABATE of Finger Lakes

ABATE of Southern Tier

P.O. Box 353
Hornell, NY 14843

PO Box 2441
Binghamton, NY 13902

American Legion Post 80
76 Main St.
Binghamton, NY, 13905

ABATE of Greene
P.O. Box 92
Leeds, NY 12451

ABATE of Syracuse
PO. Box 83
Syracuse, NY 13057

ABATE of Jefferson
P.O. Box 21
Clayton, NY 13624

ABATE of Tompkins
PO Box 6743, Ithaca,
NY 14851-6743

ABATE of Lewis
P.O. Box 245
Port Leyden, NY 13433

ABATE of Wayne

West Hurley, NY 12491

Holland Patent, NY 13354

ABATE OF NY STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Chris Werder
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
1-888-344-4400
cwerder@frontiernet.net

ABATE of New York
supports the rights of
ALL
Motorcyclists

Dates To Remember
NEXT STATE CHAPTER MEETING DATE
Meeting!!

The ABATE Board meets at 12 pm before every State Chapter Meeting

Open to all ABATE of New York members.
Next Board Meeting: Sunday, December 18, 2010 10:00AM
Next Newsletter Deadline: November1 for the January issue

PO Box 332
Ontario, NY 14519

ABATE of Long Island
PO Box 1311
Riverhead, NY 11901

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Do you have a HIGH SPEED
Internet Connection?

Life Membership Program
The Life Membership program consists of a one
time payment based on the number of years the
member has in the organization. Beginning with
their 25th year they are automatically a Charter Life
Member and dues are waived.
0 - 5yrs Membership $400
6 – 10 yrs Membership $300
11- 15 yrs Membership $200
In addition to all benefits of a full member the Life
Member will receive
A Life Member patch

You can download your ABATE of NY
newsletter from our website sooner than
you will get a printed version. Save a tree,
download a pdf ABATE newsletter
Give your email address & your name to the
state office manager and you will receive an
email letting you know when the
next newsletter is online.

A distinctive Life Member card

Trouble seeing a PDF ? Update Adobe
Your Free http://get.adobe.com/reader/

Yearly pins

SPONSORS
ABATE OF NEW YORK SPONSORS

Become a Sponsor of ABATE of NY
Sponsors help us
Promote Motorcycle Safety,
Awareness, & Education

Stan's Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Harley-Davidson of Suffolk, Inc.
Full Throttle Insurance Agency
Harley-Davidson of Jamestown, Inc.
Ithaca Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Buffalo Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Stones Snow Sleds Snowmobiles, helmets, Motorcycles
Boncranna Bed &Breakfast Hobart, NY
The Maples - Manorville
Swahn Insurance Agency
Andy's Cycle Shop
The Ohio Tavern & Restaurant
B&L Container Rentals - Moriches

Thank You For
Being a Sponsor
For information 1-888-344-4400

Sponsorship of ABATE of NY does not denote individual
membership in the organization, rather, it signifies the
Sponsor's desire to help further the goals and purposes
of ABATE of NY, and earns the Sponsor the public recognition of his/her generosity.
Interested clubs, businesses, organizations and/or individuals may apply for a $25 ABATE of NY Sponsorship
through their local ABATE of NY Chapter, or directly to
the ABATE of NY State Office:

ABATE of NY, Inc. State Office
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
Toll Free Phone: 888 344 4400
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2010 ABATE Reports
PRESIDENT

stops and our rights at these stops. I am hoping to be able to disperse this information to
each chapter soon. If any of you ever get a
chance to attend one of these seminars I
highly recommend it. They have group rates
available for SMRO’s as well so if there is
enough interest we may be able to go as a
large group next year.

At our last Chapter meeting I was nominated
for presidency of ABATE. At that time I abstained from committing to the task. After
long consideration I have decided to accept
the nomination at our November meeting. I
can only ask you as a member to voice your
opinion to your chapter representative if you
would like to have me elected into this posi- I NEED YOUR CHAPTER OFFICERS
tion.
November is the month of Elections for ChapAs a member you should also voice your opin- ters as well as the state board. I need every
ion in regards to the officers of your chapter chapter president to contact myself or the
and the other positions on the state board as newly elected president with the officer conwell. The people elected should be based on tact information (names, positions, email,
their capabilities and aspirations not on popu- phone number) this needs to be done before
larity. I am hoping to see some old faces re- December in order to get the new guidebooks
main along with new faces of officers that are created with the correct information for each
willing to sacrifice their time and energy for chapter. Our state seminar is approaching
this organization.
quickly as well. I am hoping to have a session
on grant writing for those that are interested
As Mohandas Gandhi once said ―A small body of
and are willing to volunteer for our new Foundetermined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in
dation that will also be running by January.
their mission can alter the course of history.‖
There are so many of our members and officers that have this energy and faith. I am
hoping that we can all take a cleansing breath
this year and start anew.

~Freedom~

CHANGES
There are going to be some major changes
next year with our State office. Chris Werder
who is as of right now our current office manager is not renewing her contract. So our trifolds will have a new address. More information as to the new office Manager will be
available after our November Chapter meeting. The position is still accepting applications
or letters of interest. you would need to also
be able to come to the Nov. meeting to be interviewed by the state board. Chris has
helped this organization tremendously when
she took this position, and I am sad to see her
leave. I wish her the best with all of her endeavors’ and I am hoping she will still be
helping with our new foundation which she
has also spent lots of time helping create.

Our government is slowly and diligently taking our rights and liberties away from motorcyclists. We need to stay focused and motivated and stand up against our politicians
that feel we can’t take care of ourselves. Our
politicians have spent time and money in trying to find ways to take away or freedoms and
we need to put a stop to this. New York is setting precedent in regards to the motorcycle
stops (―Safety Checkpoints‖), and noise control. And ABATE of New York is setting precedent that other SMRO’s are watching closely
to follow suit. We need to stay diligent and
Even though bike riding season may be over
strong.
for most of us we need to continue being acThomas Jefferson said, ―I predict the future happiness
tive in the motorcycling community. Make
for Americans if they can prevent the government
sure you stay in touch with your local legislafrom wasting the labors of the people under the
tors and push our legislation that needs to get
pretense of taking care of them.‖
passed, make our politicians aware that just
because we are not riding our bikes right now
This should be our motto this upcoming
doesn’t mean we aren’t paying attention to
year. WE will not let our government
what they are doing in Albany or DC.
continue to take our rights away from us.
At the recent Meeting of the Minds in Illinois I I look forward to seeing you all down the
had an opportunity to attend several sessions. road.
One of them was in regards to traffic safety
Beth Gorman President New York State ABATE Inc.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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2010 ABATE Reports
TREASUER
I would like to stress, that without some sort
of hard actions to our budget, we ABATE of
NY, will not have any money by the year
2014, if not before!
Increasing the membership by $5.00 (a year
for those who think this is a lot) equals this ABATE of NY can survive.
$5.00 a year
equals .42 cents a month or .014 cents a day.

We can ALL afford this so that ABATE of NY
can continue to fight for your motorcycle
rights. Please consider these thoughts when
your renewal time comes around. Once again,
if anyone has any ideas please let me know
asap so that they can be presented when the
budget goes before the chapters in November.
debatrask@gmail.com

OFFICE MANAGER
We would like to acknowledge our newest 2010 Milestone Members and thank them for their
continued dedication to the organization.
10 Years:
John Bendzus III

Albert Zoller

Robert Rafter

Mike Marlowe

Earl Simpson

Lloyd Egert

Robert Aiken

Joseph Rinere

Randy Wilczak

Rob Gardner

Scott Reis

Robert Rosario

Marianne Grigonis

Chris Osswald

Robert Reilly

Pete Bontempi

William Preston

Kevin Bowman

Paul Haefele

Anthony LaLaina

Robert Ellerstein

Anthony Callari

Marty Dick

Lorenzo Cricchio

Carole Manno

Randy Baker

15 Years:

20 Years:

Denise Brokosch

21 Years:

Marlene Trafford

22 Years:

Martin Hanlon

23 Years:

Dennis Buccina

24 Years:

Chuck Persons

27 Years:

Janice Livermore

29 Years:

Mel Grose

30 Years:

James Livermore

31 Years:

Sue Secaur

32 Years:

Cee Garcia

33 Years:

Brent Garcia

Our Newest Charter Life Member: 25 Yrs. Larry Papaj

For information 1-888-344-4400
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After being a member
for 25 years you will
become a Charter
Member
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ABATE Legislative Report "Legalize Freedom"
Legislative report November 2010

State Senate may not return to the control of
Thanks to all who have help push our legisla- the Republican party in my life time.
tive agenda this year. At our November meet- The ABATE State Board has endorsed Carl
ing, I'm confident that most of the confusion Paladino for Governor. I'm asking that each of
about who is what, where and why, will be you consider voting for a Republican for conover. While I remain optimistic about what gress, our problems in Washington remain a
the goings on, events have not gone as I bureaucratic nightmare that will not go away
would have predicted. The State Police remain regardless of who is in the White House, but
out of control with their road stops and now it motorcyclist seem to be given a greater
seems that the DMV is also out of control with consideration
when
Republicans
control
the impounding of motorcycles. The NCoM - congress. Now the republicans have their own
ABATE trial about the road blocks will have congressional rules and it might be a toss up
been over by the time you read this article on who would run the house transportation
and the result will determine our next course committee after the election. If the republiof action, Party or Appeal. This has been an- cans win, of course.
other Motorcycle Zero Tolerance Road Block If you have any new legislation that you
year in New York City. Perhaps the policing would like ABATE to consider. When legislaagencies in NYC will take notice of what is go- tion that is being considered the hunt for the
ing on post trial. We have failed to pass any correct sponsor is a careful consideration
motorcycle related legislation in this current none of us should blunder into without conyear, but not for a lack of effort. This election sideration. I'm going to see about packaging
will determine a lot for this up coming year. our legislation to make it more agreeable to
Who will be our new Governor, which Party some in the state legislature and increase the
will controls the State Senate and how the number of individuals that are signing on to
new district lines will be redrawn after the our legislation.
election. It is a fear that after the redistricting
of State Senate in 2011 that control of the george gorman
legislative coordinator
ABATE of New York

To search for a New York state bill go to

HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF JAMESTOWN, Inc

http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/

MOTORCYCLE SALES

Type in a keyword: Motorcycle
If you know the bill number check that
option and put the bill number in.
You will find Assembly & Senate bills
For information 1-888-344-4400
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Vice President
jamestownharley@aol.com
www.jamestownharley.com

PARTS AND SERVICE

1951 E. Main St.
Falconer, NY 14733
Tel. 716-484-0113
Fax. 716-484-2322
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE Sept. 29, 2010

California has new statewide law governing motorcycle sound

Media Contact: James Holter
Phone: (614) 856-1900, ext. 1280 E-mail: jholter@ama-cycle.org
PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- A new California law requires street motorcycles registered in the state
and built on or after Jan. 1, 2013, to have an exhaust system label certifying the motorcycles meet
federal sound limits, the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) reports.
On Sept. 28, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed into law
Senate Bill 435, sponsored by Sen. Fran Pavey (D-Agoura
Hills). While motorcycle manufacturers have been complying with the federal law since it was effective in 1983,
the new law now makes it a state crime to operate any
motorcycle registered in the state that was built on or
after Jan. 1, 2013, that doesn't have a federal Environmental Protection Agency exhaust system sound emissions label.

In addition, the law requires aftermarket exhaust
systems made on or after Jan. 1, 2013, to display the
EPA sound emissions label, and therefore applies
to individuals who seek to replace the exhaust system on affected street bikes.
To view the legislation, see
http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_04010450/sb_435_bill_20100928_chaptered.html.
Thousands of motorcyclists utilized the AMA website at AmericanMotorcyclist.com first to oppose
the bill, and then to urge Schwarzenegger to reject
it.
AMA Western States Representative Nick Haris expressed major concerns about the new law.
"Many EPA labels are very difficult to locate on motorcycles," Haris said. "This law could lead to a
flurry of tickets for motorcyclists who have legal
exhaust systems with EPA labels on their machines
that can't be easily seen. It's unreasonable to expect
a law enforcement officer to easily locate an EPA
label, and it's simply unfair to expect a motorcycle
owner to partially dismantle an exhaust system
along the roadside to prove the label exists."
Violators face fines of up to $100 for a first offense
and up to $250 for subsequent offenses. Judges
have the discretion to dismiss the fine for first-time
offenders if the violation is corrected.
Also, a violation is considered a secondary offense,
meaning a police officer can't stop a motorcyclist
solely because the officer believes the motorcyclist
is breaking the sound emissions label law.

concerns about excessive motorcycle sound, which
the AMA has pointed out repeatedly," Haris said.
"The only objective way to determine whether a
motorcycle complies with sound laws is for properly trained personnel to conduct sound level tests
using calibrated meters and an agreed-upon testing
procedure."
In 1972, Congress passed the federal Noise Control
Act, which required the EPA to set sound standards
for a number of products. It took several years, but
the EPA eventually wrote rules affecting all new
motorcycles sold in the U.S. beginning in 1983.
Those regulations, which still stand today, required
that all street-legal motorcycles be limited to 83
decibels at that time, with a stricter, 80-decibel
limit imposed beginning in 1986.
The AMA has long maintained a position of strong
opposition to excessive motorcycle sound. In September 2009, the AMA developed model legislation
for use by cities and states seeking a simple, consistent and economical way to deal with sound complaints related to on-highway motorcycles within
the larger context of excessive sound from all
sources.
The model legislation offers an objective method to
evaluate motorcycle sound based on the Society of
Automotive Engineers' (SAE) J2825 standard,
"Measurement of Exhaust Sound Pressure Levels of
Stationary On-Highway Motorcycles."
About the American Motorcyclist Association

Since 1924, the AMA has protected the future of motorcycling and promoted the motorcycle lifestyle. AMA members
come from all walks of life, and they navigate many different routes on their journey to the same destination: freedom
on two wheels. As the world's largest motorcycling rights
organization, the AMA advocates for motorcyclists' interests
in the halls of local, state and federal government, the committees of international governing organizations, and the
court of public opinion. Through member clubs, promoters
and partners, the AMA sanctions more motorsports competition and motorcycle recreational events than any other organization in the world. AMA members receive moneysaving discounts from dozens of well-known suppliers of
motorcycle services, gear and apparel, bike rental, transport,
hotel stays and more. Through its support of the Motorcycle
Hall of Fame Museum, the AMA preserves the heritage of
motorcycling for future generations.
For more information, please visit AmericanMotorcyclist.com.

"Requiring that a motorcycle display a readily visible EPA label isn't the appropriate way to address
http://www.americanmotorcyclist.com/legisltn/Model_On_Highway_Sound_Ordinance.pdf.
For information 1-888-344-4400
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2010 ABATE Chapter Reports
Cattaraugus CHAPTER

ONONDAGA CHAPTER

Greetings all,

Hello my fellow chapters:

Ok, right up against the deadline again and
behind the power curve as well. I didn't want
to miss the last issue of the year. It has been
pretty quite in Catt. County this fall so far.

It’s been a great summer for Onondaga. Hope
for all of you also. We have been very busy in
Onondaga County making many appearances
and getting some very dangerous roads repaired. We have had many events this summer, our Helmet run brought in over 600 motorcyclists. That was great for our chapter to
see the support from our community on the
issue we fight for.

The ABATE state party, which we hosted in
August, was a success! The attendance numbers were low, but our chapter was ready, as
well as the Cattaraugus Rod & Gun Club.
Thank you to Suzie Q for all her ideas, inputs
and efforts. Thank you to the chapter members who showed up and helped out. Thank
you to the ABATE members who show up and
had a great time! Those of you that didn't...missed out. Thank you to the Buff/Erie
and Chautauqua chapters for their generous
donations to help defray the costs of this
event, it really made a difference. We have
discussed the idea of hosting another state
party, and are willing to do so. We learned a
lot from this first attempt.
In May we held a fundraiser for a local girl
who needed a double lung transplant. I am
happy to report that she has received her
lungs at the Cleveland Clinic, and is doing
well. Thank you to all that helped make our
fundraiser and her transplant a success.

Our Memorial run was a blast, the horseshoe
tournament was fun. We would have liked to
have seen more chapters get involved. Cayuga and Oswego were there but not good
enough for THAT day. We were good enough
cuz, we have the trophy!! (LOL)
I also would have liked a bigger turn out for
the Region C run at Quaker Steak and Lube in
Syracuse this year.
We are all Brothers and Sisters on the same
team, aren’t we?
Hope yours was safe and fun.
Till then ride safe and proud.
Sonny Schiebler
President
Onondaga Chapter

Like I said, it's been pretty quite here, so
that's about it for this issue. I hope everyone
has a safe end to their riding season. I also
know it's way early, but Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!!
Andy Catt. County, President
FINGER LAKES CHAPTER
By the time this newsletter is out, first nominations will be complete and the second
nomination and election will be coming up.
We hope that anyone interested in a position
on local or state level has been nominated
and will be elected at the November elections.

those that could not afford what they needed.
Dunior volunteered to pick up items that we
had a list of. Also some of our members donated money so we could make a bigger donation. Altogether we bought about $165.00
worth of School Supplies and delivered them
to their office to be given out.

This year has seen some new and old faces at We hope that all had a good riding season and
our meetings. We did not have any rain for were able to travel as much as they wanted
our Swap Meet or for our Annual Bike Run. to.
This was a good thing.
Our Chapter was asked by Catholic Charities Ride Safe, but Ride Far
to help with donation of School Supplies for Michael J. Grasby, Sr. President
For information 1-888-344-4400
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OSWEGO CHAPTER

CAYUGA CHAPTER

The Oswego Chapter has been very busy serving the public this year. Something new for us
was being invited to the County Traffic Safety
Boards yearly opening dinner meeting. We
now have recognition by this well related
group and they look forward to assisting us
with grant righting for our 501C3 component.

Throughout the summer, Cayuga Chapter has
had the pleasure of not only the food donation
mentioned in an earlier publication, but, also
participated in two fourth of July parades promoting motorcycle safety through motorcycle
awareness in the community. Cayuga County
proudly perticipated in the 2nd Annual VietFrom the time our front wheels first hit the nam Vets. Memorial run on Rt 31, and on
Sept. 18, 2010 the ABATE of Cayuga County
road this year, we knew that the path to
teamed up with Applebee’s rest. in Auburn for
awareness was once again at our command.
the first annual ―Make a Wish‖ Foundation
The Oswego Salvation Army new serving
motorcycle and automobile run where with
kitchen looks to ABATE of New York Oswego
County Chapter for the annual fund raiser run. the initial check donated by the Cayuga chapIt is a fulfilling state to be made mention of in ter from the horseshoe tournament we hosted
the week before @Mr. B’s Beer Garden, and
the same degree as the local banks and busithe event itself there was close to five hunnesses of the community that we feel proud
dred dollars for the make a wish foundation.
to be part of.
we are hoping for a bigger better turnout for
When we joined Onondaga Chapter ABATE
next year with Applebee’s donating a Pancake
for the annual Blessing of The Bikes, we knew Breakfast at registration; keep an eye out for
that was a large event but not nearly as large this event next year!!!
as the Onondaga Chapter helmet run. Now let
oh yes! Congratulations to Onondaga for
us talk about awareness!
your Horseshoe Victory! We will see you again
The chapter even went in to sponsor a race next year. Ride Safe Everyone!
at a small but well communicated remote conABATE of NY Foundation Inc.
trol racetrack. When we look for the effect of
the fund raiser for the MRF in July with the C- Would you like to make a difference? Would you like to
NIC region it is our thought that our efforts go further our fight for rights? ABATE of NY, Inc. has esall the way to Washington D.C... Be it far from tablished a new organization. ABATE of NY Foundation,
Maryland but our own backyard has a much
Inc. is a newly formed sub-corporation established as a nongreater value to us for our efforts. And in the
profit 501(c) 3. We are in the process of looking for three
yard of about 40 feet we took the Onondaga
individuals to fill Board positions.
Chapter to the final game of the annual horse
The following positions are available:
shoe tournament. But alas, they took the trophy home this time to enjoy it until next year! Development Officer: The Development Officer is responNow we just finished our annual visit to the
Central Square Apple Fest and what a success
for awareness that was for us. There are all
walks of life at this affair that now know that
motorcycles and ABATE of NEW YORK are part
of everyday life that is fun and good for you,
like a glass of milk.
Yes, we do endorse and encourage all of
the motorcycling events that support the lifestyle, but without the everyday Joe and Jane
public seeing us in all the other places then
we are only preaching to the choir.
For information 1-888-344-4400

sible for developing and implementing fundraising programs
and activities, including grant writing.
Education Officer: The Education Officer is responsible for
development and implementation of educational programs
and materials to be used in conjunction with the foundation’s
educational programs.
Safety Officer: The Safety Officer is responsible to ensure
that all foundation events are conducted safely, and will
work with the development and educational officers. If you
interested in filling any of these positions, please send a letter of interest to ABATE of NY Inc. P.O Box 300 Walker
Valley, NY 12588 or e-mail Chris Werder at frontiernet.net
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Proner/ABATE Activist Scholarship Award
Established through the ABATE of NY member Mitchell Proner, Esq., of the law firm
Proner & Proner on 42nd Street, NYC, the Proner/ABATE Activist Scholarship Award
offers an annual $1,000 college scholarship benefit for ABATE members or their immediate families. Candidates must submit an essay detailing why motorcyclists’ rights are
important to them, and in what way their desired coursework will assist them in the
ongoing fight for motorcyclists’ rights. The selection criteria can also include level of
involvement in ABATE of New York activities, financial need, community service, application effort, school involvement, and other considerations.
For More Information call our Office Manager at 888-344-4400
Prospector

4) Urge friends and family to do # 1 through 3.

November will be an important month for both the voters of New York State and the membership of ABATE
of NY. I refer to upcoming elections. As for our organization, attendance at the August meeting was
disappointing, hopefully, all chapters will attend the
November meeting, be in good standing, and exercise
their right to vote.

Changing the subject: some time ago, I volunteered to
accept and distribute copies of this newsletter for chapters to use when recruiting at events. So far only one
chapter has contacted me for newsletters. They are starting to accumulate in my garage where they are doing no
one any good at considerable expense to the organization.

Elections to the New York State Legislature may be a Lately we have been told we are in dire financial straits.
bit more complicated. There are several things we ALL Since our main source of revenue to the State Treasury
is dues, it's painfully obvious that we desperately need
need to do:
1) Register to vote, if you've moved since the last elec- to increase our membership. One way to do this is by
tion, be sure to register at your new location. The right being visible at as many events as possible and the
to vote is the most precious freedom you have, don't newsletter is a great advertisement. We need to be at
fairs, car shows, and any other local events that might
take it lightly.
attract bikers.
2) KNOW the candidates, do your homework, find
out where they stand on issues important to you. Al- Anyone needing newsletters for an ABATE booth can
ways remember, elections are not a popularity contest, call me at 518-239-4560 and I will get them to you, just
just because you like a candidate doesn't mean he or don't wait 'til the last minute.
she will do the best job for you. Don't be afraid to Let's all go the extra inch to strengthen our
question them BEFORE Election Day.
organization.
3) Work on the campaign of the candidate that agrees
with you on your major issues. There are lots of small Thank you
chores you can help with. When you work for a candi- Prospector
date they will never forget you.

Stan’s Harley Davidson, Inc.

FRANK LOMBARDI & SONS, INC.
Staten Island Harley-Davidson

4425 W. Saile Dr.
Batavia, NY 14020

AUTHORIZED
DEALER

Phone:
(585) 343-9598
Store Hours:
Mon. 9-6 Tues. 9-8 Wed. 9-8
Thurs. 9-8 Fri. 9-6 Sat. 9-4
Closed Sundays

For information 1-888-344-4400

Sales - Service - Parts - Motorclothes - Accessories
Est. 1905 - One of America’s Oldest Family Owned Motorcycle Dealerships

Visit us online at:
www.stanshd.com

Phone: 718-447-4009
Fax:
718-727-3507
442 Bay Street, Staten Island., N.Y. 10304
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ABATE of New York, Inc.
2011 State Business Seminar
Where: Owego Treadway Inn
1100 State Route 17C
Owego, NY 13827
(607) 687-4500
 When: January 14-16, 20111
 /14: State Board Meeting1/15: Seminar
Reservations:
 Reservations should be confirmed ASAP. The State has reserved a block of rooms for Friday & Saturday night.
 Rooms cost is $80.00/night for 2 people.
 When calling for room reservations, you must state that you are with ABATE of New York, Inc., and your Chapter name, to guarantee
these rates. You will need a credit card to reserve the rooms; however they will take a Chapter Check for payment upon check-out.
 All Board Members must make their reservations at the Owego Treadway Inn.
NOTE: If the Treadway Inn becomes full, members can get rooms in the Holiday Inn (607) 687-9000 or at the Hampton Inn (607) 6874600.
Who Has to Attend:
 Every chapter must be represented by 4 officers: President, **Treasurer, **Membership Officer, and Legislative Coordinator.
 ** As there will be a new State Treasury Manager and a new State Office Manager, All Chapter Treasurers and Membership Officers
must attend to ensure they are all informed of what will be expected of them.
 Each Chapter must contact the State Office with the number of people that will be attending the Seminar
 All Members of ABATE of NY, are also allowed to attend
***What each chapter must bring to the seminar:
1. Two Bank Corporate Resolution papers. One signed by your President, Treasurer and one other key officer. One unsigned in case
of error on the first one.
2. Two Bank Signature Cards. One signed and one unsigned.
3. Bank Corporate Resolution papers and bank cards need to be given to the State President. The State President needs to sign both
and the State Secretary must apply the Corporate seal.
4. List of Officers for 2011, if not previously provided for the NYS Guidebook. (Complete name, city, phone number and e-mail address.)
All required year-end paperwork and reports not previously submitted. (Treasurer and Membership)
Note: Dinner reservations must be made by December 30, contacting Chris Werder at cwerder@frontiernet.net or by calling the State
Office with the number to be attending dinner. Chapters will be paying for their own dinners ($20. per person). Payment may be sent
to the State Office or paid for at the Seminar. If reservations are not made, then you will not be able to attend the dinner.
*** Any Chapter that has a change in key officer positions must bring new banking paperwork
John Malyj
President

Geneva Harley-Davidson
Sales & Service, Inc.
1103 Routes 5 & 20
Geneva, NY 14456
For information 1-888-344-4400

Phone (315) 789-7976
Fax (315) 789-3720
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ABATE State Recording Secretary Position
September 22, 2010
ABATE of New York, Inc. Chapters:
My name is Karen Leonard and I am a member of the Ontario County Chapter, ABATE of New
York. I would like to inform you and your chapter members that I will be running for the
position of ABATE of New York State Board Recording Secretary on November 20, 2010.
I have been involved with ABATE and motorcycle rights for more than ten years and I have
held many positions within the organization. On a chapter level, I was elected President, recording secretary, public relations officer, and newsletter editor. I also have been the assistant to the Region Coordinator, recording secretary for the Western Region and elected Public
Relations Officer on the State Board level. I also have been involved with other not-for-profit
organizations which include president and recording secretary for a chapter in ABATE of
Pennsylvania, newsletter editor of Desert Storm Memorial Drive Inc. based in Virginia and the
recording secretary for a motorcycle group in my area.
Over the years I have learned the importance in having accurate meeting minutes along with
the organization’s correspondences having to be done in a professional manner and I am able
to do this for ABATE of New York. In addition, I know what is required to do business on a
chapter, region and board level and can assist with issues that may arise.
I would like your vote for State Board
Recording Secretary on November 20 and please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions by email: karen01@stny.rr.com.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Karen Leonard

Cayuga
Event
Cayuga
Raised
$500
For the
Make A
Wish
Foundation

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Prep Board Meeting August 21

ABATE of New York, Inc.

Meeting was called to order at 12:05pm by Beth. All
stood and gave the Pledge of Allegiance
Interview
Beth started the meeting by reviewing the qualifications of Shawn Pratt. She has sent the State Board a
letter of interest and a resume for the position of
State Office Manager. Shawn has been a member of
ABATE since 1/2010 and she is the current secretary
of her chapter. It was explained to Shawn that one
of our biggest concerns is that she has enough room
to take and store all of the old files and business records in a secure and dry location. Also, she would
need to maintain a PO Box for the mail received by
ABATE of NY, Inc. Beth explained that if she is hired
that we would try to find some time for Shawn to
spend with Chris to learn how she operates the programs that she has set up on Access and to help get
Shawn started. Shawn was asked if she was bondable if needed, and she replied that she has been
bonded before and that she is also a current notary
for New York State. It was discussed that the Board
would like to have the State Office Manager at as
many State Board and State Chapter meetings as
possible. This way whoever is in this position can be
present to answer questions from the Board as well
as the members present. Also, discussed was the
State Seminar that held every year in January and
that the State Officer Manager is required to be
there to instruct the membership officers of the
chapters present. The person who does this must
have a firm hand and very direct approach to this
instruction. It was addressed to her about how she
would handle a difficult situation with a member in a
one on one confrontation. Also she was asked if she
is comfortable in asking for help from anyone of the
other Board members if needed when a situation
arises that may need our input. It was also discussed about the urgency of maintaining the 800
number for the State Office, and being able to get
back to the person within a timely manner, say
within 24 hours, or sooner if it is an emergency. It
was explained to Shawn that it is not expected of
her to take any abuse from members either by
phone, e-mail or face to face. It such an occasion
should arise then whoever gets the job should end
the conversation and refer the member to the State
Board officers for resolution of their issue.
The
Board then asked Shawn if she had any questions for
us. She was interested in knowing how all of the
office equipment and files would get transported to
her location. Pete stated that he has a trailer that
can be used, and George & Beth also helped moved
everything the last time by renting a trailer and
bring everything to Chris at the State Seminar the
year she took over. We are sure that something can
be arranged to help. With there being no further

For information 1-888-344-4400

Binghamton

questions from Shawn or the Board, Beth informed
her that we will have an answer for her by the November Board meeting. We thanked her for her time
and interest.
Beth also mentioned that she had received an e-mail
from a gentleman by the name of Robert Porter from
Albany, who goes by the name of aquaticman in his e
-mail. He was also interested in the position but he
has not supplied us with a resume, which was requested by Beth. He is also interested in possibly
forming a chapter in the Albany area, which would
indicate that he is not currently a member with any
NYS Chapter that we are aware of. Beth will contact
him again to see if he is interested in coming to our
September meeting, and that we still need a resume
from him.
Roll call of Officers present was taken: President, Vice President., Treasurer, Secretary, Legislation Coordinator, Region A Coordinator, Region C Coordinator, Sgt. at Arms was excused, Regions D & E
were absent. With 7 of 10 Board members present,
there for constituting a quorum, we proceeded with
business.
Motion #B29-10 made by Michael, 2nd by Pete to
waive the reading of the minutes of the last meeting
as printed and distributed. On roll call vote: unanimous
Correspondence:
Beth read the letter that we received from the AMA
on the approval of our Charter with them. They
asked that we provide them with 5 names of our
members who are also members of the AMA. This is
being taken care of. Beth also spoke on the correspondence that she has received from Joe Scarfo,
who is a member at large, he is doing his best on his
own to help promote ABATE and motorcycle safety.
He had previously informed us that he had been in
contact with the town of Babylon on Long Island,
about putting up a billboard sign that had been done
in the past. He did receive a response from the town
and they will consider doing this again, possibly next
year. Beth next addressed the e-mail that was received by all the Board from the retired State
Trooper. He was concerned over an ad placed in his
local Pennysaver for an event being held by the Cortland-Chenango Chapter. In the ad it is stated that at
Gilligan’s Tavern there would be available $1.00
cans, and he is sure that it does not refer to cans of
peaches or soda. He was expressing his concern
over the drinking aspect insinuated in the ad as well
as promoting drinking and driving. He wanted the
State Board to force the Chapter to change the ad.
Pete contacted the gentleman as did Beth with their
take on the situation. There has been no further

Page 15

(Continued on page 17)

www.abateny.org

The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present
another level of membership, designed to memorialize
members passed.
The ABATE of New York Forever Member will be
memorialized through a unique card and memorial
certificate, and continuing annual ABATE of New
York pins. Forever Members' names will be published in a special section of every subsequent issue of
The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of New York
website.

Forever Members

You can shed tears because they are gone,
or you can smile because they lived.

The card and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure, pins perhaps to be saved or
placed at the grave, and the publication so
all remember.

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt
Robert Taylor

Forever Membership has been established at a onetime cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those
who were members of ABATE of New York at time
of death.

Chris Peek
Brenda Force

For further information, or to memorialize an ABATE
of New York member through Forever Membership,
please contact the State Office Manager at 888-3444400, or cwerder@frontiernet.net

Walt Rutski
Terry "Doc" O'Rourke
Stan Bach

Love is missing someone now that you're apart,
but somehow feeling warm inside because
you're close in heart.

Dick Fulton
Victor Green

Niagara Falls N.Y. Chapter
Harley Owners Group

Martha Strouse

PO Box 603, Niagara Falls, NY 14120

www.nfhog.net

Dorothy Falt

Meetings 3rd Thursday of Month
8:00 PM
American Legion Post
6525 Ward Road
Sanborn, NY

The First in Synthetics ®
SINCE 1972

ROBERT “BOBP” PIACENTE
AMSOIL AND ALTRUM AUTHORIZED DEALER
ZO# 1434872
47-37 245th Street
Douglaston, NY 11362
(917) 747-0662
piagent@nyc.rr.com
www.lubedealer.com/bobp

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Prep Board Meeting August 21

Continued

ABATE of New York, Inc.

(Continued from page 15)

communication from him since. Beth has also spoken with the Chapter to caution them about the
wording of any future advertisements. Beth spoke
with Pam about the MRF placing an ad in our Newsletter. Pam will take care of this. Next discussed
was a phone called received by the State Officer
Manager from Joyce Stratton, who is a member of
Finger Lakes Chapter. Joyce had received a second
notice about her dues being due. The issue has been
resolved, but Michael’s issue was that during Chris’s
conversation with Joyce she discussed things with
Joyce that should not have been revealed to a member, but rather dealt with the membership officer of
that Chapter or the President of that Chapter.
Beth also received a letter from Bob Knapp of
Syracuse Chapter, that effective 8/14/2010 he
would no longer remain the President of Syracuse
Chapter. It was indicated that the Vice President of
the Chapter was willing to step up to the position.
At the time it was unclear if the VP was a current
member, but Beth believes that he has since renewed his membership, but she will check with Chris
on this matter. There was a letter from Oneida
Chapter asking to be excused from the State Chapter
meeting, due to personal reasons. He stated that he
had not been able to secure anyone else to take his
place. It was discussed by the Board and taking into
account the size of the chapter that they should not
be given an excused for this meeting. Beth also read
a letter of proxy for Long Island chapter granting
permission to Christine to sit in for Jim Barr, and a
letter from Columbia chapter granting permission to
Pete to sit in for Karen Kittle-Blake. These were accepted.
Presidents Report:
Beth turned over a bill to Deb to pay for our insurance coverage. This payment will continue our coverage from 8/30/2010 to January 1, 2011. After
this time our insurance coverage will run from January-December with no lapse during the summer
months.
Vice Presidents Report: Nothing at this time.

Binghamton

why it was that we had to ask for a 2nd extension on
the filing of our income tax? The first time we asked
for the extension was because not all of the chapters
did not have their end of year financials in order.
But, we were later notified that everyone now had
everything in. Next we get another notification from
Pete that the CPA we hired had requested a 2nd extension, which will now cost us money for late filing.
If all the reports were in, why was the filing not
done in time? And who is going to be responsible for
paying the late filing fees? Beth will be checking
with Pete Smith on this.
Motion #B30-10 made by Michael 2nd by Pete that
we accept the Treasurer’s Report as read. On the
roll call vote. Unanimous
Legislative Coordinator Report:
Motion #B31-10 made by George 2nd by Kathy for
the Board to endorse Carl Paladino in the upcoming
primary for Governor of New York State. On roll call
vote: unanimous
Regional Reports: Will be done at chapter meeting
Sgt. at Arms Report: Beth will give this at the chapter meeting.
State Office Manager’s report: Computer needs a
new mouse pad. Beth told her to just get it, it’s an
office expense. Everyone else agreed. The rest of
the report will be given at the chapter meeting.
Committee Reports:
Contracts – Beth is still working on those, she will
have them done by September.
State Seminar – Beth is working this, she has some
ideas as who she would like to ask to be guest
speakers.
Old Business:
The Legislative Gazette contract has not been renewed. Right now the cost is too high to justify
what we are putting into the ad. Yes, we agree
that we need to stay in the face of the state government, but what we are currently doing is not effective.

Motion #B32-10 made by Pete 2nd by Michael that
we discontinue advertising in the Legislative GaDeb reviewed our financial situation to date. We still
zette, until future, subject to review. On the roll call
need to be very mindful of our spending. She also
vote. Unanimous
presented a first view of the proposed budget for
2011. There was some discussion among the Board Motion to adjourn at 1:06pm, meeting adjourned
members about the income and expenses involved unanimously.
with the Freedom Rally. We don’t expect to make a Kathy A. Grasby
lot, but why did the cost of the purchase come in State Secretary
higher that what we took in. Are we not making any
money on this venture? The Board was informed
that all product was sold. Kathy also questioned
Treasurer’s Report:

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Running

Hi. I am Pam Wright, newsletter editor for
ABATE of New York.

Took over the State newsletter after Frank
left and gave up the website.

I was in college when my husband wanted
me to go to my first ABATE meeting, I didn’t want to go because I had a test the
next day. There are two things I can do on
a motorcycle, no not that! I can read and
sleep, not at the same time of course,
while going down the road. The day of my
first ABATE meeting I was studying for a
test on the way, I thought I could study all
through the meeting. Well that turned out
not to be true as I started paying attention. I complained about the horrible cut
and paste newsletter and left the meeting
as newsletter editor. This was Seneca
County ABATE a long ago defunct chapter.

1 year as legislation coordinator, I thought
George would do it better so I nominated
him instead of continuing with legislation.

It might have been a year later when I
started wondering who was running things
at the top so my husband and I went to
Poughkeepsie, NY for our first board meeting. Tom Duffee was President of ABATE of
New York then. I didn’t realize till years
later what a special meeting that was.
ABATE of New York, AMA, and the MRF
were all there. The meeting was about the
Rider Education bill, the AMA didn’t like it
and would not agree to it before this meeting.
After a couple more meetings in the eastern part of the state we finally ended up in
Binghamton. I don’t remember where we
first had Board and State meeting but I remember there was bleachers that nonboard members sat on during board meeting. While sitting on the bleachers I decided to become the newsletter editor, I
did it for two years with Dawn Harris, till I
got cancer the first time. I started the first
Board approved ABATE of New York website while I was recovering. I did that for
years, I left for 1 year and Pete Jerimich
took over and gave it back when I returned.

I know, you didn’t need to know all this.

I am going to run for
Public Relations and I would like
your support.
Thank you,
Pam Wright 315-879-1100
email: nyabatenews@yahoo.com

Is this the Worlds Fastest Motorcycle?
BMW S 1000 RR
Ride Modes
On the new S 1000 RR, the rider has the choice of
various ride modes to cater for a change in riding
situations such as wet or dry road surfaces. Whenever the "mode" button is activated, the display
screen in the instrument cluster will alternate from
"Rain" to "Sport" to "Race" and to "Slick". Each of
the different settings represents a change in overall
performance of the motorcycle.


For more information on options and technical
specifications go to www.bmwmotorcycles.com.



Rain This mode reduces the available horsepower and torque when riding on wet tarmac.



Sport This mode will enable full engine power in
conjunction with a more spontaneous throttle
response.



Race This mode was developed for track day use
with street legal tires. Full engine power is available with a more dynamic throttle response.



Slick This mode is only to be used with slick or
treadless racing tires on a closed course facility.
it can on be activated if the power plug is installed to the wiring harness.

After that– Public Relations for two years
on the Board, more cancer so didn’t run
again.

(Continued on page 30)
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How Long Should It Take to Get Your Settlement Check After You Settle Your Case?
By: Philip L. Frankel Esq.
Motorcycle accident cases can often be settled for the entire insurance policy and
much more quickly than most car accident
cases. But what happens when you agree
to settle your case?
As an example, your motorcycle was struck
by a car with a $100,000 insurance policy.
You receive a call from your lawyer advising
that the insurance company has offered to
settle your case for the full $100,000 insurance policy. If you decide to accept the settlement offer, the insurance company will
require you to sign a release.
The release permanently releases the owner
and driver of the car, which means you can
not (unless fraud was committed) reopen
your case to seek more money for your injuries.
After you sign the release, your lawyer will
send the release to the insurance company.
Pursuant to New York State law C.P.L.R. §
5003-a, the insurance company must send
the settlement check within 21 days of
the date the release was mailed to the insurance company. The insurance company will mail the settlement check to
your lawyer after receiving the release.

My bank usually clears checks in one day
and I issue the settlement check to my client the following day. I do not charge motorcycle accident clients for expenses when
settled in claim as most motorcycle
accidents are.
If you have been hurt in a motorcycle accident, please call Phil Franckel, Esq. immediately, for a free consultation, at 1-800HURT-911.
If you have a question you would like to
submit, please send your question to
ABATE@1800HURT911.com
Philip L. Frankel Esq. is an attorney representing people
hurt in motorcycle accidents. This article should be considered as advertising for motorcycle accident clients; is
for informational purposes and should not be relied upon
as it could contain errors; and is not legal advice which
should only be obtained by formally contacting Phil
Franckel to discuss your specific circumstances. Attorney
Phil Franckel created
www.NewYorkMotorcycleAccidentLawyer.com,
www.HURT911.org, www.HURT911Biker.com, and owns 1
-800-HURT-911. If you have been hurt in a motorcycle
accident, speak directly to Phil Franckel 24/7 at 1-800HURT-911.

Your lawyer will then deposit the settlement check into an escrow account called
an I.O.L.A. account (Interest On Lawyer
Accounts). Because settlement checks
are out-of-state checks for large
amounts, it can take up to 10 days for the
bank to clear your settlement check. After your check clears, your lawyer will
likely deduct case expenses, then deduct
legal fees, then deduct money due for
liens, if any, and issue a check to you for
your net settlement.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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New York ABATE, INC. STATE CHAPTER MEETING August 21, 2010
The meeting was called to order by President Beth at
1:20pm. All stood and gave the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken and the following chapters answered: Brooklyn, Buffalo-Erie (late), Cattaraugus,
Cayuga, Columbia, Cortland-Chenango, Delaware,
Finger Lakes, Greene, Long Island, Monroe, Niagara,
Onondaga, Ontario, Oswego, Tompkins, Wayne. On
record 17 of 27 chapters present for roll call.

Legislative Coordinator’s Report:
George informed the Chapters that the Board has
voted to endorse Carl Paladino for NYS Governor. He
reminds everyone that this is a very political year
upcoming. It is to everyone’s benefit to be sure that
they are registered to vote and to make their choices
heard. He also reminds us that if you should be
moving, to be sure that you have re-registered in the
new area where you have moved to. It does not follow you automatically. George also stressed how
out of control the NYSPD has become with their
―motorcycle only‖ stops, and the harassment and
inconvenience they are causing to everyone. He
would like to see someone from ABATE on the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee; this could be a real
feather in our cap. He asked everyone to please remember ―Sputnik‖, he was a real fighter for our
causes, and he will be missed greatly. It would also
be great if some of our members were politically motivated to run for public office. Our minority needs
to be heard and represented.

At this time there was a long discussion about what
chapters were or were not in good standing and
why. And whether these chapters present could or
could not vote on any motions brought forth. There
are still issues with chapters getting their financial
reports in on a timely manner or incomplete. There
was also a discussion about chapters not being in
good standing because they do not make an effort to
attend their quarterly meeting with their Regional
Coordinator. After much more discussion, it was
noted that we do have enough chapters present to
have a quorum and vote on motions. Per the ByLaws Article IX – voting, Section C, sub 6 – A quorum shall consist of five (5) Chapters in ―Good
Standing‖ present.‖ (This was cleared up under New Prospector also mentioned that now that Bill ParBusiness)
ment is leaving, we will need a new assembly sponsor and possibly a senate sponsor. He is compiling a
Motion #M09-10 made by Pete 2nd by Michael to potential list of sponsors. He also helped point out
waive the reading of the minutes from the previous once again how out of control the NYS DMV has bemeeting. On the roll call vote 9 yes and 2 abstain, 4 come. In Saratoga, NY a restaurant owner had his
chapters unable to vote. Motion carried.
motorcycle confiscated and he was arrested and
charged with suspected tampering with the VIN# on
Correspondence: Beth asked if anyone knew of any- his bike. The case went to court, the charges were
one near the Albany area who would like to form a dropped and the court ordered the motorcycle
Chapter. She has had interest expressed from at returned to the owner. Now the DMV is suing the
least 3 people who are now members, but would like judge on the case!! And this is just one example
to see a Chapter formed in Albany. She will keep how far out of control the DMV has gone, there are
everyone informed on how that turns out. Beth also many more cases and issues out there. Tanya also
spoke on the correspondence that she has received reported that Christine has been very active in the
from Joe Scarfo, who is a member at large, he is do- Syracuse area lately. And she is also pushing about
ing his best on his own to help promote ABATE and the issue of the missing $552,000.00. Tanya has
motorcycle safety. He had previously informed us been very busy with problems on going in NYC and
that he had been in contact with the town of Babylon her area. Tanya also relayed a story told to her by
on Long Island, about putting up a billboard sign Christine of three (3) motorcycle riders, who were
that had been done in the past. He did receive a re- on a ride through the Catskills. They were stopped
sponse from the town and they will consider doing in a rest area after being followed and observed by
this again, possibly next year.
NYSPD and the end result was that each of them left
with (14) fourteen tickets each. This is just outraPresident’s Report: Beth reported that the Board re- geous! All tickets written for misdemeanor’s no felnewed the insurance coverage.
This will cover ony stops.
8/30/2010 to 1/1/2011. After the first of 2011 our
insurance will now cover January to December with Public Relations Coordinator’s Report: position curno lapse or cause for lapse during the summer or rently vacant – if anyone needs some supplies please
early fall.
contact Suzie Q, she does have some bumper stickers and other supplies are limited.
Vice President’s Report: No news at this time.
Region A Coordinator’s Report: various Chapters do
Treasurer’s Report: Deb gave the Treasurer’s report.
have upcoming events, otherwise everything going
Deb reviewed our financial situation to date. We still
well. The next regional meeting will be held on Ocneed to be very mindful of our spending. She also
tober 9, 2010.
presented a first view of the Proposed Budget for
2011. Beth also pointed out that so far this year 19
Region C Coordinator’s Report: Cayuga has a Dice
of our 27 chapters are keeping up with their finanRun on Sunday 8/22/10. Onondaga is doing nicely.
cials and getting them into the Treasury Manager on
The Region C Run to benefit the MRF, raised $600.00
time. Thank you.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Continued

New York ABATE, INC. STATE CHAPTER MEETING August 21, 2010

this year. Their next regional meeting will be held in
October. The Horseshoe Tournament will be held on
9/11/10.
Beth also thanked Onondaga for their
Facebook use in getting their events to the public,
and their mentioning today’s meeting.

Treasurer of ABATE of NY, Inc. will serve on the
Foundation Board as well as a Development Officer,
Safety Officer and Education Officer.
Kathy also added that she has been keeping track of
the attendance of the Chapters for their State Chapter meetings and that there are currently 8 Chapters
Region D Coordinator’s Report: Tanya has concerns who will not be receiving incentive money in January
for her region over the financial reports. She is because they have not met the 75% attendance reaware that there have been some problems, but she quired.
has been working with Beth and Chris to get these
resolved. What she does not appreciate is the re- Committees:
marks made by Pete Smith and his attitude in his By-Laws - We had a very productive meeting today
report that was sent out, it is not encouraging to prior to the State Board Prep meeting. And the
these Chapters, or to others who might want to start Board will be meeting again in September right after
a chapter, when the State Treasury Manager states the State Board meeting to continue the work on the
in his report ―I give up on these chapters‖. Also, By-Laws. This meeting is open to everyone, if you
Long Island would have loved to have us all down have any suggestions, or anything to offer please
there this weekend for our meeting and then we feel free to step forward or contact anyone of the
could have attended their campout.
Board members.
State Party – Beth reported that the party did take
Newsletter Editor Report: The last Newsletter was place, unfortunately not a lot of people showed up.
very difficult to do. Very few chapters submitted any But everyone did have a good time, and Cattaraugus
information for print. This is for all us, we all need Chapter did a great job. She was disappointed that
to take advantage of this. Let’s not just fill it with the Chapters that did complain about not having a
minutes from State Board and State Chapter meet- State Party did not show up.
ings. The September issue is at the printer now. State Seminar – January 15, 16, &17, 2011 at the
The next issue deadline is October 1st for the Novem- Owego Treadway Inn. Beth is hoping to have eiber issue. Please send her information on what you ther/or both Mitch Proner and Ben Rabin as guest
are doing. Pam still gets requests for an e-mail ver- speakers this year. This is still a work in progress.
sion of the Freedom Writer. This is not possible. If anyone else has any other suggestions for guest
She does put out a web version that anyone can go speakers, please contact Beth or Pete with your
to through the State web site. The web version is at ideas. Yonah suggested PA ABATE as a source of a
least 30megs and way too large to e-mail, please speaker; they are a very well run and very organized
keep this in mind. www.abateny.org
organization.
Sgt. at Arms Report: Sorry that he could not attend
today. Pete reported that he had been able to attend
the wedding vow renewal of Pam & Jim Wright and
congratulated them on their 30 years together. He
and Julie also attended the 2010 State Party, hosted
by Cattaraugus Chapter and were once again reminded of the great family and friends that we have
in ABATE. He has also heard and seen the motorcycle awareness video and the broadcasts from the
Buffalo area radio station. This is great stuff. Pete
also suggested maybe a change to the signs we use
to make people more aware and make the signs
more noticeable, just some ideas to toss around.

Old Business: There was a lot of discussion on taking
a vote on the 2 motions from the prior State Chapter
meeting that were taken back to the Chapters. This
also involved whether there was a quorum of Chapters present to vote. Refer to 2nd paragraph of these
minutes, last sentence to clarify this issue.
Prospector again urges all members and Chapters
become members of the MRF. Or do what you can to
help support the MRF. We need their driving force in
Washington and like so many other organizations
they rely on donations to keep them up and running.
The Meeting of the Minds is coming up in Peoria, IL
and he is again looking for donations from any Chapters for the auction. Please get more involved.
Prospector did suggest that we hold the State Board
elections at the beginning of the next State Chapter
meeting, so that if some Chapters are not able to
stay for the entire meeting, that they can be able to
vote and then the Chapters can move on with their
remaining business. Beth stated that she will refer
to the By-Laws on this issue for better clarification,
but that it is a good idea, if we can do it.

State Office Manager’s Report: Our membership
growth is currently at 2.9% as of 7/31/10. There
are about 75-100 trifolds left. Chris asks that all
Chapters use their current stock of them. If some of
you run out, contact other Chapters in your region
who may have an excess that they can give to you.
Remember that all unused trifolds will need to be
amended with the new address of the State Office
come January. As for the Foundation: the by-laws
are 99.9% complete and we should be filing all the
proper paperwork within the next couple weeks. Onondaga Chapter asked about being able to get reThe Foundation Board will consist of seven (7) mem- imbursement for advertising on either radio or telebers:
the President, Vice President, Secretary & vision. They were reminded that this is available,

For information 1-888-344-4400
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but that they have to pay for and do the advertising
and upon receipt of an invoice with a detail of what
it was for then they can receive 20% reimbursement
for the advertising. It was also suggested that they
may be able to get a grant through an agency in NYS
or possibly a Federal agency to help defray the cost
of the advertising.

motion failed.
Motion #M04-10 – made by Columbia 2nd by Ontario to cease the membership incentive until we are
financially sound. Roll call vote as follows: 4 yes, 7
no, 1 abstain, motion failed.
Motion #M06-10 – made by Onondaga 2nd by Columbia to increase membership fee by $5.00, this
would mean that Full would increase to $30.00 and
Associate would increase to $25.00. Roll call vote as
follows: 6 yes, 6 no – with a tie the President cast
the deciding vote of yes. Motion carried.
This will take effect January 1, 2011.
Meeting adjourned at 3:17 PM, with all in favor.

Bill Cox, President of Ontario, also spoke on the importance of the MRF, but he does question the fact
that ABATE of NY, Inc. donated $3,000.00 this year
to the MRF, when we are involved in our own financial difficulties. He does not think that this was a
sound financial decision. He would like us to overturn the vote, by either the Board or the State New Business: Nomination of Officers for 2011;
Chapters, since this was not financially a sound
President – Beth Gorman nominated by George Gorman
idea. Deb did point out that this was an item alVP – Pete Shufelt
nominated by Beth Gorman
ready in the Budget for 2010.
Treasurer – Deb Trask
nominated by Beth Gorman

yes
Secretary – Kathy Grasby nominated by Michael Grasby yes
Yonah from Tompkins did state her dissatisfaction Legislative Coordinator – George Gorman nominated by Michael Grasby
with the fact that as of today she is not unable to yes
vote because due to the fact that she has not been Sgt. @ Arms – no nominee
in attendance at a Regional meeting, has made her Public Relations Coordinator – Lisa Morrill nominated by Beth Gorman
Chapter a ―Chapter Not In Good Standing‖. There Region A Coordinator – Michael Grasby nominated by Beth Gorman
was a lot of discord from many of the members Region C Coordinator – no nominee
over this issue. Everyone was reminded that at the Region D Coordinator – Tanya Cruz nominated by Stephanie Morgan yes
beginning of the year a question was posed to the Region E Coordinator – Matt Grossmann nominated by Rob Dewey
Board by another Chapter, ―Were they going to follow the By-Laws this year?‖, they responded, yes. Nominations are now closed until the November
20, 2010 State Chapter meeting.
Our actions are bound by the By-Laws.
Motion #M10-10 made by Tompkins 2nd by Finger
Lakes to hold the vote on Motion #M04-10 and #M06 Kathy A. Grasby
-10 until the November State Chapter meeting.
State Secretary
Roll call vote as follows: 5 yes, 6 no 1 abstain,

For information 1-888-344-4400
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The meeting was called to order at 10:17 AM by President Beth Gorman. All stood and gave the pledge to the Flag.

Roll call was taken: Present; President, Treasurer, Secretary, Leg. Coordinator, Sgt. @
Arms, Reg. A Coordinator, Reg. C Coordinator,
Reg. D Coordinator. Excused: Vice President,
Absent: Reg. E Coordinator
Motion #B33-10 made by Michael 2nd by Tanya to waive the reading of the minutes from the previous meeting. Roll call vote as follows: 7 yes, 1 abstain motion carried

Correspondence:
Beth has received a letter from a gentleman in
Albany. He and 1 other person are interested
in forming a Chapter in Albany. Beth will get
in touch with the Regional Coordinator for Region E and have him either get in touch with
this gentleman or a Chapter near there who
can help them get a Chapter started. He did
give Beth the names of 2 people who are
members
already,
and
Beth
confirmed
through the State Office Manager that these
people are members-at-large. However, this
gentleman is not currently a member of
ABATE at all.
Beth also reported on a letter received by
Chris at the State Office. A member of Long
Island Chapter wrote Chris asking for a
waiver of her dues, due to hardships financially. Apparently she has been involved in an
accident in which she was badly injured, while
riding her motorcycle. She enjoys many of
the ABATE functions, but has been unable to
attend since her accident. She is asking for a
waiver of dues for this year if possible. Jim
Barr the President of the LI Chapter has been
contacted.
Beth has had numerous conversations and
e-mails from a gentleman from the Cortland
area. He lives in the Cortland-Chenango area
and is a rider with the Patriot Guard as well as
other organizations.. They hold a Bike Nite on
Wednesday nights at Gilligan’s Ice Cream, and
is wondering why Cortland-Chenango does
not take a booth at their event. Apparently
there is no charge for booth space. He is also
questioning why Cortland-Chenango holds
their event on the same night, but right up the
road at a local bar. Beth has contacted CortChen to get their response to this, but no one
has as of yet answered her. Tom Alton spoke
that he will go to their next meeting to find
out what is going on. Beth reminded everyone that she is not upset with Cort-Chen, but
For information 1-888-344-4400

that she would like their perspective on this
whole situation.
Beth also received a letter from The Legislative Gazette on what is our decision about advertising in the paper. Beth advised her that
we will not continue the contract at this time.
But, that we would still like to continue the
opportunity in the future.
President’s Report:
From Monroe County – the Greece PD according to an interview done with Chief Todd Baxter were going to start holding motorcycle
only check points, because of several complaints about noise from too loud motorcycles.
Since then there have been several interviews
with Beth, as President of ABATE and as well
as a member of the Monroe County Chapter.
Also, there were interviews done with Eric
Carlston, President of Monroe ABATE Chapter
as well as a local bike shop. They were also
interviewed at the Hamlin Bike Show. Apparently there was also a discussion on WCMF
96.5 about this issue, and Beth was informed
by someone who had heard this. Beth then
did an interview with WCMF and when they
ran it on their station, there were some misquotes, including the statement that ABATE
was going to sue the Greece PD. Beth immediately contacted WCMF about this, since it
was never said. Beth also brought out the issue of non use of a sound meter during these
check points and what the Federal Guidelines
are for this. After all this Beth was contacted
by Todd Baxt
the Greece PD Chief and a meeting was arranged for Friday 9/17/10 with Mr. Baxter,
Beth, George and Eric. This turned out to be a
very productive 2 hour lunch/meeting. The
Greece PD has agreed to not do the check
points for sound; however they will still be
pulling motorcycles over if they appear to be
too loud and check them for modifications,
but they will not be issuing tickets for sound.
They also agreed that if you are ticketed for
sound or modification, if you return within 24
hours with either documentation that your
bike is not modified or with a proper sound
level check that your bike is not too loud, and
then they will dismiss the ticket. Beth, Eric
and George have arranged for a Motorcycle
Safety & Awareness Event to be held in conjunction with a Safety Event that is being held
at a local car dealership along with the Greece
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PD. This will be held on October 2, 2010.
This will be similar to an event that Ontario
County ABATE did a couple years ago. This
issue brought us a lot of publicity and Beth
has received interest from several other
groups. ABATE was contacted via e-mail a
group in the Genesee County area that are interested in having their bikes sound checked.

this, because they are going to have to be the
ones to fight this. The NYSPD case over the
roadblocks will be going to court on October
29th in the Town of Tyre. George also has an
appointment next week with Senator Nozzolio
from that District, he is also an attorney and
to see if he might consider representing people over the helmet issue, pro bono.

Treasurer’s Report:

Another thing that George would like to see
be done is that when Regional Meetings are
held that time be devoted to Legislation. The
regions can feel free to open this to others as
well, not just ABATE members. Another consideration George would like to see looked at
is to change our motto from ―Dedicated to
Freedom of the Road‖, to ―Dedicated to Freedom‖. He would like this to be discussed with
the Chapters. Also, at the Meeting of the
Minds, he will be discussing the fact that the
National Highway Safety Commission dedicated $375,000.00 to‖ New York style
―motorcycle safety education.

Deb read the report that has been distributed
to the Board members. With the $5.00 increase in annual dues, do we need to change
the scale for a lifetime members fees. Also,
do we need to reconsider the 20% incentive
fee paid to the chapters each year? Maybe,
this amount of percentage needs to be lowered. It was asked if we can do anything to
raise monies for ABATE of NY, Inc? It was
discussed that this is why we created The
Foundation; however, most of the monies
raised must go to The Foundation itself. All
Chapters are reminded to look over the information provided by Deb in her Proposed
Budget for 2011and make informed decisions
about this new budget to keep from depleting
the funds. They will be voting on their new
2011 Budget in November.
Deb also reminded everyone that if we do not react now,
that by the year 2014 ABATE of NY Inc will no
longer be in business. Kathy also, questioned
the fact that we are not generating anywhere
the advertising income that we have had in
previous years. Stuart Nichols is paid a percentage. Motion #B34-10 made by Kathy 2nd
by Michael to accept the Treasurer’s Report
and pay the bills. Unanimous
As a side note Tom reported that he has been
in contact with Gary Myers, he is doing as well
as expected. With the new treatments he has
been receiving he has possibly extended his
time expectancy to sometime next summer.
Anyone out there please contact him if you
are so inclined, he would love to hear from
anyone.
Legislative Coordinator’s Report: Motion #B35
-10 made by George 2nd by Michael that we
back Carl Paladino for Governor of NYS.
Unanimous
There are ongoing problems with the EPA.
They want to give away the motorcycle regulating to the European Union. George plans
on going to the Meeting of the Minds about
For information 1-888-344-4400

Region A Coordinator:
Next Regional meeting will be in Medina on
October 8th. Beth has minutes from last Regional meeting, since she stood in for Michael.
(Reminder from Beth to all Regional Coordinators: please contact all of your Chapters
and remind them they need to be at their next
meeting, or send someone from their Chapter
as a proxy. Otherwise, they will not be considered ―In Good Standing‖ per the By-Laws
and unable to vote at their November meeting. Please keep Beth informed.)
Region C Coordinator:
Cayuga Chapter held a run on Saturday 9/18
to benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation. They
raised $500.00 for this worthy cause. Everything seems to be moving along well in C-nic
Region, but he has not heard anything from
the Syracuse Chapter. Tom had not been informed if their VP has stepped up to the President’s position. Beth informed Tom that he
had, and that there had been some concern as
to his membership being current, but that has
also been resolved. Apparently they have not
been responding to Tom. Beth will get in contact with them about this and find out when
their next meeting is and see if she can get
this resolved. Their next scheduled meeting
should on the 1st Sunday in October at 10AM.
Tom also has other Chapters that have not
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been to Regional meetings either, he has contacted them, but they are going to have to
make a more concerned effort to be there.
Onondaga won the Horseshoe Tournament
from Oswego. They had a good turnout. The
Region is still stable membership wise, and he
is happy with how everything is going.
Region D Coordinator:
We need to start thinking about the Javits
Center Show. New Jersey ABATE has committed to splitting the cost with New York ABATE.
Tanya is also working on getting Conn. and PA
to join in, which would mean a 4 way split.
This would be a great cost saver for us. It
would also be great if other Chapters from
around the state of NY would get involved.
The more participation the better, she would
like to see some of us come to NYC to be seen
and recognized on the Today Show, Good
Morning America, etc. The show at the Javits
will be held on January 21, 22, 23, 2011.
They are looking for suggestions for the show.
Mitch Proner is giving his support along with
NJ. Tanya would also like to have lots of literature, PR items and tri-folds available, with
a suggestion that we do the tri-folds in black
and white instead of in color, to cut down on
the cost of printing. Brooklyn Chapter is back
on their way to being back on their feet.
Tanya is walking both Brooklyn Alliance and
Manhattan Alliance through their banking issues. Dev from Brooklyn Alliance is starting a
membership drive as of today. They have set
up at various locations, and are going to other
clubs who have expressed interest in ABATE,
to try to bring in new members. Their goal is
100 people per week. On All Riders Radio
there was a challenge put out to Social Clubs
to encourage they join our fight for Freedom
of the Road. This worked great in Chicago
and NJ, and Tanya would like to see the same
thing done here in NY. All Riders Radio is an
internet show, done on Wednesdays at 9PM,
the site is allridersradio.com and you can dial
in also at 917-887-2871. This week on the
show they will be discussing the Rico Act.

it will be held on October 17-20. ABATE needs
to make a showing, it would cost us for a
booth, but we could be active at the meetings.
Registration fee is $25.00 to $30.00 she believes. George would gladly give up money
from his legislative fund to finance this.
Tanya would like to see the people that met
with the DMV in Albany at the Freedom Rally
participate in this.
Motion #B36-10 made by Tanya 2nd by Kathy
that we spend part of the Legislative Budget
to participate in the Governors Traffic Safety
Symposium on Oct. 17-20 for ABATE members
– for the entrance fee. Unanimous
The contact person going to this needs to get
in touch Tanya.
Newsletter Editor’s Report:
Pam also feels that all Regional Coordinators
should submit something to the Newsletter,
besides just Michael. Tell people what is going on your Region, what is going on with
your Chapters. Next newsletter deadline is
October 1st. Pam has been checking around
on prices, but no one wants to do it for less
than what we are paying now. There was also
a discussion about the fact that we are currently paying for an additional 200 copies of
the newsletter to be sent to Prospector. At
Prospectors last report he stated that so far
only 1 Chapter has asked for any extra copies.
He now has the extras sitting in his garage
unused. It is the feelings of the Board that
this needs to be discussed at the next Chapter
meeting. Tanya is also agreeable to taking
any extras that Prospector currently has to
use at the Javits Center Show in January.
Beth will contact him about bringing the
Newsletters to the State Chapter Meeting in
November.
State Office Manager’s Report: Chris reports a
2.3% increase since the beginning of this
year. For all Regional Coordinators please review your reports she sends out to make sure
that officers in your Chapters are current
members.

Sgt. @ Arms:

Committee Reports: Contracts – will be done
by next month. Beth is working on contacting
Stuart in regards to creating a contract along
Tanya inquired the Governors Traffic Safety
with Pam.
Symposium at Grand Island, NY is anyone going? Beth stated that she hadn’t heard any- By-Laws – committee will meet after the
thing about it. It is their yearly meeting and Board Meeting.
Vacation was great, nothing else new.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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Iron Block Harley-Davidson
Route 81 Exit 42

17890 Goodnough St.
Adams Center, NY 13606
(315) 583-6177
www.ironblock.com

Forking by Frank
FRANK’S
MAINTENANCE & ENGINEERING, INC.
Replacement fork tubes
for most motorcycles.
Stock, over or under.

945 PITNER AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60202
847-475-1003

I have not failed. I've just found 10,000
ways that won't work.
- Thomas Alva Edison
From the Editor

.nyabatenews@yahoo.com
Hello. In November I am getting the last shot in my
eye. The hemorrhage is completely gone, finally.
I am running for a Board position. I seems we talk
a lot about what we want to do without doing it. We
are losing money, tightening the financial belt of
ABATE. I just want to bring a more positive attitude to the Board. Competition is good, new ideas,
different personalities, that way no one gets apathetic. I wish more people would get on the Board
and bring new ideas.
If there is any one really good with Illustrator or
other vector making software I need more motorcycle graphics.

Gowanda Harley-Davidson
2535 Gowanda Zoar Rd. Gowanda, NY (716) 532-4584
www.gowandaharley.com

It is almost 1:00 am I better go.
For information 1-888-344-4400

Proud Supporter
A.B.A.T.E. of New York
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368 W RIDGE RD
ROCHESTER N.Y. 14615
585-482-7260

Harley-Davidson/Buell of Utica
4870 Commercial Drive
New York Mills, NY 13417
Tel. 315.797.5570 Fax 315.797.4564

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLE
CLOTHING AND APPAREL NEEDS

askus@hdutica.com

www.extremebikerleather.com

Dedicated to Freedom of the Road

To All Our Advertisers: Thank You for Advertising in the Freedom Writer

Kantor and Godwin PDF goes here half page

For information 1-888-344-4400
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General News
Rocker BILLY JOEL is turning his love for motorcycles into a money-making venture - he's
opening his own bike store in his New York
home town.
The finishing touches are being added to 20th
Century Cycles in Oyster Bay, Long Island.
The store, which will sell bikes and accessories and serve as a hang out joint for fellow
two-wheel enthusiasts, is named after an exhibition Joel staged in New York last year
(09) to show off his own impressive collection of fast rides.
The music icon has long been obsessed with
motorbikes old and new. In 2005, he set up a
restoration business with friend Ralph
Schneider to rebuild old cycles, and he is frequently seen riding around his hometown on
a vintage British bike from World War II.
Queensbury, the county seat of
Warren County, New York

Queensbury—It appears the man whose motorcycle is being held hostage by the DMV will
soon get his bike back.
A state Supreme Court judge ruled today that
a local judge has the right to order the Department of Motor Vehicles to return a motorcycle they confiscated from a Queensbury
man.
The DMV took Michael Willig's 1981 Harley
Davidson a year ago and accused him of
altering the vehicle identification number.
The charge against Willig was dismissed, but
DMV refused to give the bike back. When the
Queensbury judge ordered the agency to
comply, or be held in contempt, the DMV argued the local judge didn't have jurisdiction
and they took the matter to Supreme Court.
Today, Judge David Krogmann sided with
bike owner and the local judge, sending
matter back to Queensbury, where it's
pected dmv will be ordered to return
motorcycle.

the
the
exthe

Trivia: Queensbury started as Quaker settlement in 1763

SUPPORT
THE BIKER LOWDOWN RADIO SHOW
WITH YOUR BRO LJ JAMES
& PREACHER CHUCK D
LIVE WEDNESDAY'S AT 8pm East Coast

All shows archived and available 24
hours a day from every on-line computer
world wide.
Support the Show that Supports
The Motorcycle World!!!

5 NEW YORK LOCATIONS
217 Rt. 32 North
New Platz, NY 12561

141 Remson Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

4208 Union Road.
Buffalo, NY 14225
Ph:1-800-635-1383

For information 1-888-344-4400

$100 a Month gets
you On-Air and

320 West Rt.#59
Central Nyack, NY

Town Line Plaza
3047 W. Henrietta rd.
Rochester, NY 14616

Online Advertising
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Freedom Rally – George would like to see us
hire a band to play 10-2 on Monday in Albany.
His suggestion would be the Lustre Kings out
of Albany.
Pam thinks we should have a
Safety & Awareness Tri-fold to use at the
Freedom Rally.
State Seminar – still looking to see if Mitch
Proner is available to come, and Ben Rabin to
give a how to Lobby 101 introduction. Also
looking for someone to discuss grant writing
and another individual possibly from the DMV.
There will also be a Silent Auction at the dinner, so she is looking for donations.
The
dates are January 14, 15, & 16, 2011 at the
Owego Treadway Inn. The usual meetings
are going to be scheduled. No, George will
not be in a broom closet again this year. We
currently do not have anything for Public Relations.

New Business:
Beth was notified that the President, Vice
President and Treasurer should be bonded.
George contacted our insurance agency, and
they have taken care of this issue by securing
a bond for all three of them.
Motion #B40-10 made by George 2nd by Michael to pay $322.00 to Ron Bajorek Agency
to bond the President, Vice President and
Treasurer of ABATE of NY, as per our By-Laws.
Unanimous
This will be an item that needs to be included
in the budget in the future.
The bonding of the Chapter Treasurer’s is another issue that needs to be addressed when
rewriting the By-Laws. Will George please
check into what the cost would be to have a
blanket bond covering all treasurers, Chapter
& State?

There appeared an e-mail on Rochester Rides
and to others from Tim Werder questioning
motion #M06-10. He gave his opinion to the
fact that the President had cast a deciding
vote on a Chapter motion. Beth’s response
was that if he has a concern, then he should
have his Chapter representative bring this up
at a State Chapter meeting.
She also reminded him that the By-Laws do not specify
on a tie breaker vote. At this point this cannot be handled on a Board level, but it will be
addressed at the State Chapter meeting if it is
Motion by Michael to put the motion back on brought up.
the table, at this time Beth rescinded her motion. Let it be noted that Tom did not rescind At this time (1:35) the Board attempted to adjourn, but was reminded that they had 2 aphis 2nd, therefore the motion fails.
plications for the State Treasury Manager to
Motion #B38-10 made by Beth 2nd by Tanya consider an interview for.
to make the January State Board Meeting a
mandatory meeting on Friday night for 2011. At this time the State Board interviewed Deb
Trask, our State Treasurer. This interview
Roll call vote 7 yes, 1 no, motion carried.
was done with the other applicant out of the
Motion #B39-10 made by Beth 2nd by Pete room. After Deb, the Board then interviewed
that ABATE of NY will cover 50% of room ex- Michael Grasby; this was also done with Deb
pense for State Seminar for the State Board out of the room.
Officers. Roll call vote 4 yes, 4 no, motion
The Board then decided to vote on the 2 applifailed.
cants for the position of State Treasury ManOld Business:
ager. Congratulations to Michael Grasby as
Tom would like us to look at the confusion of the new State Treasury Manager. He will be
majority when voting.
This in particular taking over for Pete Smith as of January
would pertain to the Chapter votes during 2011.
their State Chapter meetings. We need fur- Meeting adjourned at 2:20pm.
ther clarification to this when we are writing
the new By-Laws. This needs to be more sim- Kathy A. Grasby
ply defined. Tom is referring to a section that State Secretary
he read in Roberts Rules of Order.
Motion #B37-10 made by Beth 2nd by Tom
that ABATE of NY cover 1 nights room stay at
the State Seminar and the Board Officer pays
the 2nd nights stay. There was much discussion on this subject, pro and con.
Tanya
asked that the motion be tabled until such
time as the Board decides as to whether the
meeting held on Friday night is mandatory.
Beth stated that the Friday night meeting is
not and has never been considered a mandatory meeting.

For information 1-888-344-4400

Page 29

www.abateny.org

(Is this the worlds fastest motorcycle Continued from page 18)

Dynamic Traction Control
The new Dynamic Traction Control (DTC) system
provides valuable support to supersport riders of all
skill levels. DTC prevents undesirable spinning of
the rear wheel during acceleration by comparing
speed values from the front and rear wheel via the
Race ABS sensors. A banking angle sensor also provides data to the system that will allow the electronics to detect wheel spin and trigger a reduction
in engine power by backing off the ignition.

Why should I waste my time being on the
ABATE of New York Board?
There are those that complain what the Board
members do.
There are those who don’t like change.
If you think the Board isn’t doing what you
want run for a board position at the November Meeting.




If you want change then do it!!

Both the Dynamic Traction Control and race ABS can
be deactivated by pressing the system button on the
left handlebar controls. The DTC system works in
conjunction with the new Race ABS, and are available as options on the S 1000 RR.

For more information on options and technical
specifications go to www.bmwmotorcycles.com.

If it weren't for the last minute, I wouldn't get anything done.
Motorcycle Riders Foundation
Mail with remittance to: 236 Massachusetts Ave. NE Suite 510 Washington, DC 20002-4980
Or you may call to join the MRF (202) 546-0983 • Fax (202) 546-0986 • http://www.mrf.org
Please choose a membership option:
Name_______________________________________
___New Member
Joint Member Name_________________________________
___Renewal Member #
Address ___________________________________ City_________________ Zip _______
___Annual Individual Membership $30
Phone ( )_____________ Email _____________________Website __________________
___3-Year Individual Membership $80
VISA___ MasterCard___ American Express___
___Annual Sustaining Membership $100
Card #____________________________________ Exp. Date________________

___3-Year Joint Membership $130

Signature__________________________________
For information 1-888-344-4400

___Annual Joint Membership $50
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Another Quick News
The Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety (IIHS) has once again called foul on
the federal government's National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
—this time, singling out a federal study
that fails to show that anti-lock brakes on
motorcycles have any significant effect on
fatality rates.
According to the IIHS, the federal study is
"junk science," as it relies on flawed methods.
The IIHS says that the NHTSA report didn't
adjust for the difference in riding habits
between those who have ABS versus those
with bikes that don't. Nor did they consider rider age, sex, and location, which all
play a role. Instead, the federal researchers compared crashes that would be
affected by anti-locks with those in which
they wouldn't have played a role.
"It's hard to find many crashes in which
effective braking is irrelevant," argued
IIHS president Adrian Lund.
The IIHS says that motorcyclist deaths
have risen despite an overall drop in traffic
deaths, and bike registrations have nearly
doubled from 2006 to 2008. "Given that
surge, it's important to look for ways to
make riding safer," said the Institute.
Stopping a motorcycle is more complicated
than stopping a car, says the safety or-

For information 1-888-344-4400

ganization, and anti-lock brakes help reduce brake pressure when a wheel lockup
is about to occur. While a lockup might
contribute to the loss of control of a car,
it's almost inevitable if it happens on a
motorcycle.
Motorcycles with ABS are 37 percent less
likely to be involved in fatal crashes than
those without ABS, the IIHS found based
on a study that looked at data from 2003
to 2008. Separately, it was found that
bikes with ABS have 22 percent fewer
damage claims per insurance year.
The IIHS urged NHTSA to keep with its
consideration of an anti-lock requirement
for motorcycles, saying that the new study
doesn't contribute anything reliable.
"There's ample evidence that motorcycle
antilocks prevent crashes and save lives,"
said Lund. "Unfortunately, NHTSA decided
to do its own study using a flawed methodology. The agency should disregard its
latest findings, which only serve to muddle
the issue."
This isn't the first time the IIHS has found
fault with work from NHTSA. Just this
summer, the Institute criticized the federal agency for focusing too much on
driver distraction and other issues rather
than fundamentals like speeding, red-light
-running, and traffic safety.
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High Performance $100,000 Electric Motorcycle
For a number of reasons, this is a match made
in Heaven. Veteran EV powertrain company
AC Propulsion (which built the BMW Mini E
and made the car that became the Tesla
Roadster) and the Progressive Insurance Auto
X Prize-winning Swiss company Peraves will
team up to make high-performance electric
motorcycles for the California market. And
they’ll probably sell a bunch of them, too.
Peraves has been making high-tech motorcycles for 25 years. Its latest, the MonoTracer,
is a 160-mph machine with a four-cylinder
BMW engine. But it won $2.5 million in the
tandem class at the X Prize with the X-Tracer,
an enclosed electric two-wheeler that runs on
four wheels at slower speeds. Peraves CEO
Roger Riedener told he’s already plowed
every dime of that money back into the company, mostly for developing the production
version of the electric motorcycle, which will
be called the E-Tracer (the ―X‖ was just for
the Prize).
In some ways, the E-Tracer will be the twowheeled version of the Tesla, combining some
of the same advantages as a car (including
weather protection) with the instant-on rush
of a motorcycle. It has a pair of smaller auxiliary wheels that can turn it into a fourwheeler at lower speeds. The E-Tracer will do
zero to 60 in five seconds, and hit 155 mph
(without a speed governor, it would go over
200 mph). With a big 150-kilowatt motor and
a 24 kilowatt-hour battery pack (larger than
in some cars) it has an impressive range of
200 miles. It will run for three hours on the
freeway.
The E-Tracer will match the Tesla in price,
too, at around $100,000. Riedener says that
producing the car/motorcycle fusion (it has a
sunroof and the same interior space as the
Tesla) at that price will be a challenge, since
it has an extremely pricey but very strong
hand-formed Kevlar body. The battery pack
and motor won’t be cheap either. But the ETracer’s blistering performance justifies the
high price, which can absorb the cost of the
expensive components.
The E-Tracers will be built in Switzerland,
then shipped to San Dimas, Calif., where AC
Propulsion’s Tom Gage will supervise installation of the electric drivetrain. International
shipment was the bête noir of cars the Cadillac Allante, which used an extremely expenFor information 1-888-344-4400

sive ―air bridge‖ between its Italian
coachbuilder and Detroit. GM lost money on
every one. But Riedener says he can pack
eight E-Tracers in a 40-foot container and,
anyway, California is their final destination:
The E-Tracer will be sold only there.
That makes sense, too, because California will
play host to probably half the U.S. EV sales in
2011, when the first E-Tracers are delivered.
California has the perfect mix: Great weather
for motorcycles, the best EV subsidies of any
state, a pool of wealthy people who want the
latest ultra-fast gadget, and a growing plug-in
infrastructure. The Coda electric sedan will
also initially be sold only in California.
―We offer thanks to Tesla for paving the market for us in California,‖ Riedener said. ―The
state already has a mindset that highperformance electric vehicles don’t come
cheap. People there are open to new concepts.‖
At $100,000 a pop, Peraves doesn’t need
huge volumes to make a profit. That also parallels Tesla — no, the Palo Alto-based automaker (1,300 sales to date) hasn’t made a
profit, but CEO Elon Musk says it would be
making one if it wasn’t plowing every spare
dime into development of its four-door Model
S sedan. One hundred E-Tracers a year would
be a good volume.

Being busy does not always mean real work.
The object of all work is production or
accomplishment and to either of these ends
there must be forethought, system, planning,
intelligence, and honest purpose, as well as
perspiration. Seeming to do is not doing. -

Thomas Alva Edison
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SUFFOLK COUNTY HARLEY-DAVIDSON

BEVERAGE COMPANY, INC.

Long Island’s Oldest Dealer Since 1960

Box 1035 1043 Co. Rt. 25 Oswego, NY 13126
(315) 343-5221 Fax (315) 343-9464
Daniel E. Dorsey President

4020 Sunrise Highway
Oakdale, New York 11769
www.hdsuffolk.com
631-244-9000
Fax: 631-244-0521
ED STEWART

Historic

Seeber’s
Tavern

“Good Booze At Good Prices”
PO Box 212
Main St., Smithville Flats, NY 13841-0027
Rooms

Food

(607) 656-5151

ATV
Motorcycles
Snowmobiles

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.
949 Route 28
Kingston, New York 12401

Stone’s Snow Sled
Tel. 315-483-4329 or 315-331-2053
Fax 315-483-4585
www.stonessnowsleds.com

845.338.2800 phone
845.338.9497 fax

4386 Maple Ridge Road
Newark, NY 14513

visit our website at
www.woodstockharley.com

Your
Advertisement
Could
Be Here

ITHACA HARLEY-DAVIDSON, INC.
6033 Rt. 13, CAYUTA, NY 14824
Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. Sat. 8-3
Phone 607-594-3536 Fax 607-594-3009 www.ithacah-d.com

Call Stuart Nicoll Phone: 585-426-9452

A great deal of talent is lost to the world for
want of a little courage. Every day sends to
their graves obscure men whose timidity
prevented them from making a first effort.

For information 1-888-344-4400

Sales
Service
Parts
Motorclothes

The government, which was designed for the
people, has got into the hands of the bosses
and their employers, the special interests. An
invisible empire has been set up above the
forms of democracy. - Woodrow Wilson
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NY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2010
Send your events to John Cholewa, type the information and send a flyer if you have one.
E-MAIL EVENTS TO: NOMAD2000@HVC.RR.COM

For the latest, most up to date version of the calendar, go to our web page: www.abateny.org/events.htm

November 6

ABATE of Oneida - Fallen Brothers/ Vets Ride Sign up 11 am @ Hotel Moore Ride leaves @
Noon Ends @ Stittville VFW Info: Gary at 315-553-6093 or Rob at 607- 435-1040

November 27

December 11


Few Good Men MC’s Cycledelic Ball Saturday, November 27, 7pm At Ends Meet Farms, 404
Prospect Rd, Chester, NY 10918 Music by the Desolation Angels $15 Donation includes all you
can eat Buffet, Vendors, Drawing of Basket of Cheer, Raffle. Come start your holiday season
right. Invite your friends.

ABATE of Oneida Christmas Party Details TBD

December ABATE of Onondaga – Annual Christmas Party/Toy Run Meet at Loop Grill/Meeting Hall,
11 - 12
1114 Wolf St., Syracuse, NY from 6:00 PM til ??? Donation of $7-NM and $5 – Member-Discount with unwrapped toy, Fun/Food/Music—Products/Membership Applications are available. Contact: (315) 254-7093, (315) 455-1073 or HQ @ (315) 849-5410. ―Let Those Who Ride
Decide!!‖ Fight for your Motorcycle rights…. before they’re gone….

2011
June 24 - 26

5th Annual Thousand Islands River Run Motorcycle Rally - Alexandria Bay, NY Friday NightJune 24 "Kick Off" Block Dance Music by "Cousin JAKE" June 25 "LIVE MUSIC FEST" Featuring:"Double Barrel Blues","String of Pearls","JAMBONES" "The VERTICAL OUTLAWS"
Motorcycle Stunt Group from Maine "ROB'S DYNO SERVICE" 9am - 6:00pm Sat. A-Bay Fire
Hall "BIKER RIVERBOAT CRUISE! "BIKER GAMES" AT THE TI WINERY! "NOBODY"
REDNECK Engineering "NEW ENGLAND CHOPPERS" Builder of the Budweiser Bike!!
"MARINE TRIBUTE BIKE" "COUNTY LINE CHOPPERS","SHANE GATTO CUSTOMS",
"B&M Performance Cycles" MORE BUILDERS TBA!!! VENDORS ALL WEEKEND at the
Pavilion!!! "Miss FAST LANE BIKER" Contest ALEX BAY "Tattoo" Contests,"Ma and Pa"
Custom Bike Show "Dirtiest Bike Contest","Burn Out" Contest June 26-"WIND DOWN" Poker
Run For more information call the Alexandria Bay Chamber of Commerce (800) 541-2110 or
(315) 482-9531 or visit the Thousand Islands River Run website at www.tiriverrun.com.

4 Wheels Move the Body
2 Wheels Move the Soul
For information 1-888-344-4400
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MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS ORGANIZATION

ABATE of New York, Inc.
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300
1-888-344-4400 www.abateny.org

Promoting Motorcycle
Safety& Awareness
and Education

Fact Sheet
 ABATE stands

for American Bikers Aimed Toward Education

 ABATE

of New York is a not for profit volunteer organization dedicated to the rights of the motorcycling community.

 We are not
 We watch

a club, we are a member based volunteer corporation.

for motorcycle friendly and unfriendly legislation to support or oppose.

 We

invite all motorcycle riders to join ABATE, our members ride many different brands and models of
motorcycles.

 We encourage our
 We are not

a national organization though we sometimes share information with other states.

 We have ABATE
 We work

members to be informed registered voters and to get involved.

chapters across NY state and form new ones when we can.

with the Motorcycle Rights Foundation on federal legislation involving motorcycle issues.

 We educate

our membership on safety issues, Insurance & Traffic Law, Riding skills.

 We

work at bettering the image of the motorcycling community through various fund raisers for local
and national charities.

 We

encourage our members to take the NYS rider training course to improve their riding ability and
learn to avoid accidents.

 We

acknowledge the fact that there are untrained and unlicensed people riding motorcycles and driving
beyond their ability. We can only encourage them to get a motorcycle endorsement and take a riders
course.

 We

remind the public to look for motorcycles while they are driving, too many motorcyclists are injured
or killed by inattentive drivers"

.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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ADRIAN, Mich. — 300 miles

―I learned patience through this. After a while

Phil Comar watched his father, Robert, strug-

he would finally tell me to take over and I’d

gle for years with Parkinson’s disease. Now,

finish it,‖ Comar said. ―But he still fought (the

in his father’s memory, Comar will ride his

disease) every step of the way.‖

Harley-Davidson motorcycle nonstop and

As for the no-hands ride, Comar, who has

―hands free‖ from the Mackinac Bridge, Michi-

been riding motor bikes and motorcycles al-

gan, to the Ohio border Oct. 10 to raise money most 50 years, said the steering is done with
for Parkinson’s research.
legs and by leaning to allow the wheels to
―He was one of the longest-running patients

turn. An extra gas tank has been added to the

diagnosed with Parkinson’s,‖ Comar said.

back of his bike that will allow him to make

―Dad decided early on to fight the disease and

the 300-mile trip without stopping.

stay active. He never quit, right up to the

He has been practicing the skill for about 20

end.‖

years. The latest came a couple of weeks ago

Comar, 61, has a goal of raising $3,000 for his

when Comar rode to his brother’s birthday in

ride. After doing his own research, Comar

Midland. Coming back, he rode a couple of

chose the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Park-

segments no-handed, including the rather

inson’s Research as the recipient of the funds.

tricky section where U.S. 23 and M-14 inter-

Donations can be made and more information

sect north of Ann Arbor.

found at www.teamfox.org/2010/phil.

―That’s got four lanes and a big curve,‖ he

He is making the ride as a member of Team

said. ―But everything clicked. The bike was

Fox. The goal is to help the foundation fund

running perfectly and the road cooperated. I

research to find better treatment and a cure

rode all the way to Dundee.‖

for Parkinson’s disease.

Comar handled it with relative ease and re-

―I’m doing this because it is such a good

mains confident he will be able to make the

cause and I found that 85 cents out of every

entire Mackinac-to-Ohio trip without using his

dollar (donated to the foundation) goes to re-

hands.

search,‖ Comar said.

―This is not new for me. I teach motorcycle

Robert Comar died in 2008 from the chronic,

(riding) for the Motorcycle Safety Founda-

degenerative, neurological disorder. Accord-

tion,‖ he said. ―This just takes (riding) to an-

ing to the Michael J. Fox Foundation, symp-

other level.‖

toms typically progress from mild tremors to

Comar plans to ride up to the Big Mac bridge

complete physical incapacitation.

(Mackinac Bridge) on Oct. 9, no-handed at

There is no known cure for Parkinson’s dis-

times. He will spend the night recuperating

ease. Current treatments mask symptoms but

from that ride and head south in the morning.

do not alter or slow the disease progression.

Comar said he does not have a set itinerary

―It was hard watching him sometimes,‖ Phil

and will arrive when he arrives. The trip will

Comar said. ―I wanted to take over what he

include I-75 and link with U.S. 23 near Flint.

was doing and finish it for him. But that would From Flint, Comar will ride south to the Ohio
state line.
have gone against his will.‖
Robert, who co-owned C&D Rental for many
years with his wife, Phyllis, was a car buff, ac- More than 5 million people worldwide are livcording to his son. It was a struggle watching ing with Parkinson’s, according to the Team
him try to hold wrenches steady while he

Fox website. In the United States, 60,000 new

worked on an engine.

cases will be diagnosed this year alone.

For information 1-888-344-4400
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American Harley-Davidson, Inc.

26

AMSOIL Dealer

16

Eagle Beverage Co.

33
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27
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26

Geneva Harley-Davidson

13

Gowanda Harley-Davidson

26

Hardtails Magazine

26

Harley-Davidson of Jamestown

10
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Harley-Davidson of Utica

27

Harvest Moon Hydroponics
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Haymond Law Firm
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Iron Block Harley-Davidson, Inc.

26

Ithaca Harley-Davidson
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Kantor & Godwin

27

Lighthouse Harley-Davidson Inc

26

Staten Island Harley-Davidson

12

Miller's Motorworks
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The Biker Low-down Radio Show
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Niagara Falls H.O.G.
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New York Biker

27
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________ ABATE of New York Corporate Sponsored Events FREE

Seeber's Tavern

33

_________ ABATE of New York Chapter Sponsored Events

Stan's Harley-Davidson

12

Stone's Snow Sled

33

Suffolk County Harley-Davidson

33

Woodstock Harley-Davidson, Inc.

33

Date: __________E-mail: _________________Webpage:_________________
Business Name: ___________________ Your Name: ____________________
Street: ______________________________ Phone: _____________________
City: _______________________ State: ___________ Zip: _______________
JANUARY

MARCH

MAY

JULY

SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES
**Extra charge applies for front or back inside cover placement.
All Advertising , Including Renewals, Must Be Prepaid.
Full Year Advertising
___Full Page
___Half Page

6 Issues

7.5‖ x 10‖ $1,000.00
7.5‖ x 5‖ $500.00

___Quarter Page 3.75‖ x 5‖ $260.00
___Eighth Page 3.75‖ x 2.5‖ $140.00

Single Issue Advertising
___ Full Page 7.5‖ x 10‖ $170
___Half Page

7.5‖x 5‖ $85.00

How Many Issues _____?

___Business Card $120.00
Please supply your ad with this form. Business Card Sponsors can supply a
business card or similar size ad. If you don’t have a suitable ad, we can prepare
one for you. Just supply us with ad text and any graphics. Please print clearly or
type all ad text. ABATE of New York, Inc. reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement that is not in the best interest of our organization. We also
reserve the right to change our advertising rates without notice.
Circulation 3500 per issue.

Discounts
$102.00 for full page – $51/half

Please Remit Your Payment
With Your Advertisement.
Make Checks Payable to:
ABATE of New York, Inc., CPU Box 271033
Rochester, NY 14627-1033

One Issue Ads

Freedom Rider Advertising Manager
Stuart Nicoll
Phone: 585-426-9452
E-mail: ABATE-Ads@rochester.rr.com
For information 1-888-344-4400
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ABATE of New York, Inc. - Membership Application
P.O. Box 300  Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300  1-888-344-4400

__
__

Full Member $25 per year - includes membership packet, newsletter, all benefits in accordance with State by-laws.
Associate Member $20 - available only to additional members of a Full Member’s household (no newsletter).

.

NAME: ________________________________________________ DOB _____/_____/_____
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________
CITY: ______________________________________ STATE: _________ ZIP: __________
COUNTY: ________________________ PHONE: (

) _____________________

CHAPTER SELECTED: __________________________ or

____ MEMBER AT LARGE

I agree to comply with ABATE of New York’s by-laws, and promote motorcycle education, legislation, and activities in
accordance with ABATE of New York, Inc.

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ DATE: _______________
VISA and MasterCard Accepted
Card Number

Expiration Date
(Month/Year)

I have a High-Speed Internet connection and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org

ARE YOU
MOVING?

Name: _____________________________________________________

Bulk Mail is not forwarded - please
update your address:

Date this new address is to take effect: ____________________________

Mail to:

ABATE of New York, Inc.
P.O. Box 300
Walker Valley, NY 12588-0300

YES

Member Number: ___________________ Chapter ___________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ________ Zip:_____________
Phone _____________ e-mail ________________ Fax ______________
Other members in the household who will need to be updated:
Name: _______________________________ Member #: ____________
Signature: __________________________________________________
Comments:

Do you have a HIGH SPEED Internet Connection?
You can download your ABATE of NY Freedom Writer from our
website sooner than you will get it a printed version. Save a tree,
download a pdf ABATE newsletter. Give your email address & your
name to the state office manager 888-344-4400 and you will receive an email
letting you know when the next newsletter is online.
Trouble seeing a PDF ? Update your Free http://get.adobe.com/reader/
For information 1-888-344-4400
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For information 1-888-344-4400
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800-hurt pdf

