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Message from the President
Steaming through Summer…by Andrew W. Liuzzi
Greetings brothers and sisters!! Happy longer days followed by nights out by the campfire listening to music and laughing
with friends. I trust everyone enjoyed a safe Independence Day - count your digits - there should be 10! Chapter events have
been happening across the state. Please, send some of your photos to Linda and get your Chapter’s event in the newsletter.
Write a short article to go with the photos. Remember to name the Chapter and event and anyone from your Chapter that
might be in the photo. Making memories is important.
ABATE of Albany, NY held our 7th annual Creto’s Memorial Ride on July 10th. Sixty-six bikes - mostly two-up - were in
attendance. The American Legion Riders Post 977 and Rolling Thunder NY 5 handled the blocking for us. Smooth sailing all
the way. The ALR 977/RTNY5 folks helped with set-up, teardown, cooking, and more. Huge thanks to both Clubs for all their
help. And a huge thank you to the ladies of Albany Chapter that took care of registration, t-shirts and patch sales, and
cleaned up at the end. Thank you to the Traveling Wall for Fallen Bikers for being on site. We did our usual stops, including
the Overlook at Thacher Park. Chaplain Bob Semp shared a few prayers with us. Thank you, Chaplain. Creto’s sister, Leigh,
flew up from Florida for the event. Overall, it was a beautiful, well orchestrated event with good food and live music, thanks
to the Soul Searchers Duo. Oh, and the weather was perfect!! First time in a few years we didn’t get rained on.
So, the legislative session has ended (mid-June) but we still need everyone to be vigilant and keep writing letters to your
politicians telling them what we support and what we don’t. Creto/Kade’s Law still tops the list as we’ve had many fatalities
this year, again, and “smart cars” aren’t as smart as they’d lead you to believe. I’ve seen a rise in the number of hit and run
crashes, too. Drivers barely take responsibility behind the wheel, as it is, and then after causing a crash they flee the scene to
avoid blame and tickets. The next big thing we’re still fighting is the Sleep Act. There are already noise ordinance laws on the
books and we’re being told, by the powers that be, that they don’t want to hear us. Law enforcement seldom enforced the
noise ordinance laws because it was a bother, and unless you acted like a jerk, most cops would just “warn you” about the
noise. Now, our illustrious Governess wants sound meters issued to patrol cars and tickets to be written. Shame on her!! And
shame on those politicians that signed that Bill into law but snubbed Creto/Kade’s Law!! For all of our legislative positions for and against - peruse the newsletter, or go on-line to www.abateny.org , or reach out to our State Board Legislative
Coordinator, Dennis Pelmear. If you’re writing letters to your politicians, please be tactful and curb the language. Hope to see
Chapter representatives at the August Chapters meeting.
God bless. Ride safe!!

Andrew W. Liuzzi

Creto Memorial Run

Vinny and Bruce Run
Hello from the Ontario County Abate
President.
Would like to say thank you to
everyone that came out to show their
respect for Vinny and Bruce.
I would like to thank Vinny’s wife
Dianna, Jimmy Ribble Vinny’s stepson
and the Mistress for coming out to
ride with us. For those that don’t
know the Mistress was Vinny’s Indian
Chief.
The number of people that showed
up to pay their respects for Vinny and
Bruce was amazing even with the rain
that day.
We would like to put out a special
thanks to Andrew Liuzzi New York
State Pres. and Stacy Liuzzi, plus
Audrey Rindfleisch- Hamilton New
York State Vise Pres. Forged Alliance
RC and Chrome Divas Last but not
least Jody Ferrara Monroe County
Abate Pres. and all the family
members cousin and grandkids great
grandkids plus the Abate chapters
from around the state Columbia,
Monroe, Cayuga, just to name a few.
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1st Tunnel to Towers Run with Rensselaer County
ABATE
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Columbia County ABATE
Pictures from our recent Bike Nights, held monthly at the
Kinderhook Elks. We are meeting so many fellow bikers who
come out to support us!

At our July Monthly Meeting we were finally able to honor one
of our Members of the Year 2022, Jim Williams;
congratulations go out to Jim and to Bob Klein for all of the hard
work they put into our Chapter.

6

5 Boroughs Chapter ABATE
Some of our ladies representing!

Orleans County ABATE
Annual Support Run
Medina Skate Park, July 2022

Monroe County ABATE
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Region A Report by Jody Ferrara
With this report I hope everyone is or has been having a safe
and wonderful riding season.
Over the past several months there has been some things
happening for the better of the Region. The 5 chapters of the
region have been working together in putting on a Region A
Unity event. This is the first of hopefully many events for the
chapters. It will or by the time you get this newsletter had
occurred on the weekend of August 13th and 14th. It was held
in Batavia where the 2019 State conference was held at the
Quality Inn. We'll see what kind of response we get.
In the last newsletter my posting did spark a response from at
least one longtime member. Now if I can get more responses
from others. Another event happened which brought light to
my "assuming". When I became the President of Monroe
chapter several years ago after no one wanting the position
within the chapter, which is understandable due to the past
President actions. Trying to get people involved and interested
is like pulling teeth from a horse. Today's climate of
involvement and participating is at a low which doesn't help
either. That being said everyone's help is needed even more.
And I allude to our last chapter meeting where a new member
came to see if the chapter was really happening. To both our
surprise the meeting happened, and I was unaware that the
information that I was posting on the chapters Facebook site
was not being seen by anyone. Turns out that only people on
my list could see what I posted. It was not available to anyone
else, and not being and administrator I can't change anything.
Well, that has been corrected by creating a new Facebook site
and I currently am the administrator of it. If you want to see
what's going on go to Monroe County ABATE of NY. So back to
what I started the new member brought attention to and
assumption and hopefully with some corrections the chapter
will become vibrant and meetings will be attended by all and
not a select few. This issue of low numbers of participants also
is occurring in another chapter and we need people to give the
chapter a chance. Let's get everyone together in our local
community so we can cooperatively achieve some goals of
achieving motorcycle safety awareness.
With all that said there is nothing else to report. Let's all finish
the season safely.

Region A Unity Event

Oswego County ABATE
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Columbia County ABATE

July 18, 2022
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation announces the 2022 Freedom
Fighter Hall of Fame Inductees.
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is pleased to release the
names of the 2022 class of Inductees to the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation Freedom Fighters Hall of Fame (MRF HOF). These will
be presented at the Annual Meeting of the Minds conference
September 22-25, in Des Moines, Iowa.
This year’s MRF HOF Class of 2022 - Freedom Fighter Inductees
are:

Onondaga County ABATE

•

Jay Jackson

•

Gary Sellers

•

Kirk “Hardtail” Willard

Past Motorcycle Riders Foundation Hall of Fame inductees
are: Keith “Bandit” Ball, Mark Buckner, Wayne Curtin, Michael
“Balls” Farabaugh, “Still” Ray Fitzgerald, Richard Gray, Bob
Illingworth, Nathan “Buck” Kittredge, Ed Netterberg, Sherman
Packard, Todd Vandermyde, Paul Vestal, Penny Walker, Ed
Youngblood, Vince Consiglio, Fredric Harrell, Rodney Roberts,
Simon Milward, JoAnne Packard, Karen Bolin, Lee Richardson,
Jerry “JT” Thomas, and Teresa Hepker, Dick "Slider" Gilmore,
Charles Umbenhauer, Wanda Hummel-Shultz, "Biker" Jim
Rhoades, Lee Ryan, Marc Falsetti, Gary Klinker, Charlie Williams,
Dave Dwyer, "Radio" Bob Letourneau, "Farmer" John Eggers,
Michael "Boz" Kerr, Butch Brown, Deb Butitta, Jim Dahling and
Carol Downs.

About Motorcycle Riders Foundation
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) provides leadership at the
federal level for states’ motorcyclists’ rights organizations as well as
motorcycle clubs and individual riders. The MRF is chiefly concerned with
issues at the national and international levels that impact the freedom
and safety of American street motorcyclists. The MRF is committed to
being a national advocate for the advancement of motorcycling and its
associated lifestyle and works in conjunction with its partners to help
educate elected officials and policymakers in Washington and beyond.
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Representing ABATE of New York

ABATE of NY State Board Meeting – June 18,2022

When we are attending ABATE functions; rides, meeting,
events, etc. we all need to remember that we are
representing ABATE of New York and what its purpose is.
Your behavior at any of these functions is a direct
reflection of ABATE as a respected organization. That is
not to say that you can’t have fun, be yourself and enjoy
the event but we can NOT do anything that may harm the
reputation of our organization.

Call to order by President Liuzzi at 11:04
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Board Members present: Andy Liuzzi, Audrey RindfleischHamilton, Chris Pecchio, Julian Caproni
Linda Gaylord taking minutes in Prospector’s absence.
Linda Gaylord appointed Public Relations Coordinator

With that being said, ABATE of New York is dedicated to
ensuring all motorcyclists have the rights they deserve, to
do this we lobby for or against legislation that affect those
rights. ABATE of New York must remain bipartisan to carry
out our mission. We all have our personal opinions about
politics, but when you are representing ABATE, you too
must remain bipartisan and neutral. Failure to do so will
and does reflect negatively on our organization.
We are not trying to infringe on your freedom of speech,
we are asking that you refrain from any actions regarding
politics that could damage ABATE.
ABATE of NY, Inc. has the right to turn away anyone that
doesn't comply with our By-Laws rules and regulations.
In ending, we highly value all of our members and your
dedication to our organization and we are only asking that
while you are representing ABATE you follow the by-laws
and our goals and aims. What you do on your own time is
your business and we are not concerned with that.

Legislative report: Andy; all bills dead at end of session,
Andy sent letters to all chapters reminding them of their
obligations under the bylaws.
Motion # B22-8: Andy/Julian; Start termination process of
member Andy Monell
Confusion in Region C, coordinator has not been sworn in
and has not attended any board meetings. Region
chapters say they were not informed of regional
meetings.
Audrey: was Brooklyn’s account frozen? We need to
check on inactive chapters. Raffle ticket money to be
turned in at August meeting, Vinny’s Ride was a great
success, all paid by donations.
Treasurer: absent, no report.
Motion # B22-9: Chris/Julian; adjourn
Meeting adjourned 12:20
Foundation Meeting – June 18, 2022

Enjoy the rest of riding season and please be safe out
there!

Call to order by President Liuzzi at 12:30
Moment of Silence
Board Members present: Andy Liuzzi, Audrey RindfleischHamilton, Chris Pecchio, Julian Caproni
Foundation needs to replace Grant Writer that quit.
Raffle money to be turned in by August meeting
Motion # F3-22: Chris/Julian; adjourn
Meeting adjourned 12:34
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2022 State Meetings
PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518)365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Linda ODell-Gaylord
518-567-6780

VICE PRESIDENT
Audrey Rindfleish-Hamilton
(585)286-0207
harleygirlhamilton@gmail

REGION A COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585)746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

SECRETARY
“Prospector” Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net

REGION B COORDINATOR
Open

TREASURER
Rima Cerrone
(518)322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

REGION C COORDINATOR
Paul Calderwood
(315)263-0189
pdc4113@gmail.com

LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR
Dennis Pelmear
(315)447-0182
djpnys@msm.com

REGION D COORDINATOR
Open

SARGENT AT ARMS
Chris Pecchio
(518)573-4676

REGION E COORDINATOR
Julian Caproni
(917)714-6856
Julcap212@aol.com

LOCATION
AMERICAN LEGION POST 92 8083
RT 20, WATERVILLE, NY, 13480
2022 STATE CHAPTER MEETINGS
BOARD MEETS AT 12:00PM, AND CHAPTER
MEETING STARTS AT 1:00PM
•

FEBRUARY 19

•

MAY 15 (SUNDAY BEFORE FREEDOM
RALLY TENTATIVE DATE)

•

AUGUST 20

•

NOVEMBER 19

2022 STATE BOARD MEETINGS

ABATE OF NEW YORK INC. APPOINTEES 2022
STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Laurie Fredrick
(888)344-4400
nysabateoffice@gmail.com

STATE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Linda ODell-Gaylord
(518)567-6780
Email-

STATE WEBMASTER
John Cholewa
(845)705-6370
johncholewa@outlook.com
State Newsletter – thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com

THE STATE BOARD MEETINGS START AT
11:00AM
•

MARCH 20

•

JUNE 1918(MAY CHANGE TO JUNE 18 DUE
TO FATHER’S DAY)

•

SEPTEMBER 18

•

DECEMBER 18

STATE MEETINGS CONSIST OF ONE OR MORE
REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH OF THE CHAPTERS AND
THE BOARD.
ONLY ONE REPRESENTATIVE PER CHAPTER CAN
VOTE.
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES SHALL BE A
RECOGNIZED OFFICER OF SAID CHAPTER OR BE A
MEMBER OF SAID CHAPTER WITH WRITTEN
AUTHORIZATION TO REPRESENT THE CHAPTER.
YOUR CHAPTER MUST BE “IN GOOD STANDING” TO
VOTE.
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Please return any completed NILICO Beneficiary cards to
NILICO in the postage paid envelope provided.
If you have any corrections or updates for our address
and email lists for “The Freedom Writer” please contact
Laurie Frederick, State Office Manager at
nysabateoffice@gmail.com.
Corrections to the publication should be made directly to
the Newsletter Editor at columbiaabate@gmail.com or
518-567-6780

ABATE of New York Calendar of Events
ALL MEMBERS:
ATTENTION:
List Your NY Motorcycle Related Event for FREE. Send
email to:
johncholewa@outlook.com
Please contact us for corrections and updates.
We are not responsible for erroneous event listings.
Go to see events: http://abateny.org/events/

ARE YOU MOVING OR HAS
YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED??
Please make sure you update
all of your contact information
is updated with the state office
when renewing membership,
packets are being returned because we do not have your
correct address adding to our expense. Submit changes
to:
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of New York, Inc.
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com

ABATE of New York
Legislative position paper 2022
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Promoting Motorcycle Safety, Awareness, & Education since 1974.
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests of New York state
motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and interacts with the
legislative process, enhancing the image of motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members.
ABATE will continue to fight for the rights of the people of the motorcycling community.

Bills We Support
Creto/Kade’s Law- Currently expired and no sponsors at this time
Bill No: A01107 – Authorizing the Commissioner of Transportation to Conduct a
comprehensive study of the efficacy of motorcycle helmets. Sent to transportation 1/05/2022
and is still active. No change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: A01747 and S3860 – Motorcycle profiling: Training for local police agencies. Assembly
version referred to Transportation 1/05/2022 and in committee with Senate version 1/05/2022 no
changes or action, still active. No change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: A5099 and S3707 – Installation of “Watch for Motorcycles” signs on state highways.
Assembly version Referred to Transportation 1/05/2022, no changes, or action, Senate Version
referred to Transportation 1/05/2022 still active No change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: S6251, was A03027 – No-Fault Insurance applicable to motorcycles currently does not
have any current sponsors. Last sponsor Senator Ranzenhofer, 2019, 2020 session. Not active
BILLS WE OPPOSE
Bill No: A01107- Helmet law, requires motorcycle users to wear helmets that meet federal motor
vehicle safety standards. Assembly version referred to Transportation 1/05/2022- No votes, still
active. No known Senate version Same no change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: A148, S994 – Prohibits children under the age of 12 from riding on a motorcycle. Senate
version referred to transportation No action, in committee, still active.
Senate Version S994 introduced has a 6-year-old limit. Will expire this year No change as of July
25 th , 2022.
The two bills that are active. Assembly number A7032 and Senate number S6202. Both were
introduced in April 2021. The Senate version was passed on May16th. 46 aye, 15 nay.
The Assembly has version is still in committee and has not been put to a vote. Sadly, session has
ended, and it will not be sent to the Governor’s office for signature or veto. Apparently not
important enough bills to be acted on during an election year.

"ABATE members, when representing our organization, cannot show preference to any party or
politician as we're supposed to remain neutral. Our organization requires bi-partisan support from
legislature in order to adequately fight for rider's rights."
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The second problem is that these systems, when activated, work in
concert to raise the risk of taking a driver away from the physical task
of actual driving. This is a major concern, of course, as we know distracted
driving kills far too many Americans.
The third problem is the public’s woeful understanding of technology’s
limitations, which exacerbates the first two problems.

Semi-automated vehicles and the danger they and
their drivers pose to motorcyclists
It may sound like science fiction, but in a not-too-distant
future it is possible that self-driving technology will make
human drivers and motorcyclists a needless complication on
the nation’s road, at least in the eyes of automation’s true
zealots.
While it’s hard to imagine a world in which drivers are
replaced by artificial intelligence, that future might be closer
than we think. The Michigan Senate recently passed S.B. 706,
which would allow the Michigan Department of
Transportation to designate “Automated Vehicle Roadways”
and prohibit all other types of vehicles from using those
roads. Even if this egregious bill becomes law, it will likely be
years before motorcyclists and other non-automated vehicles
in Michigan see themselves barred from certain roads. Still,
the bill serves as a barometer of where things could be
heading.
But there are tech-based threats to motorcyclists today that
hit much closer to home, ones already out on the mean
streets and available at any car dealership in the country.
These are the semi-autonomous or partially-autonomous
vehicles.
The limitations of partially- or semi-autonomous vehicles are
poorly understood by the public and owners alike. The
confusion often stems from deliberate marketing hype
overpromising the vehicles’ autonomous potential, their
features, and the myriad names and terms manufacturers use
for the technology. Claims that sound too good to be true, like
self-driving, fully autonomous, etc., should be an immediate
red flag.
To clear up any misunderstandings, the Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) has defined six levels of automation in
vehicles, a range that starts at zero and ends at six. Zero
designates a vehicle that needs full human control, while six
means fully automated, with only a passenger needed to
input destination information. Vehicles currently marketed as
“self-driving” are rated at a level two, a far cry from the six
maximum. Features that position them in level-two territory
would be lane-keeping assistance and adaptive cruise control
systems working in tandem to control both the speed and
lane position of the vehicle.
There are three big problems with this particular level of
automation, which automakers, regulators and road safety
advocates are only now starting to address. The biggest is that
research shows that features like forward-collision warning
systems, blind-spot monitoring systems and similar
technology have trouble detecting motorcyclists.

You simply can’t escape the fact that this type of “self driving” technology
contributes to drivers paying less attention to the job at hand. While
automakers insist that drivers need to pay full attention while in the
driver’s seat, we know from countless examples on YouTube and
elsewhere that drivers recklessly or deliberately ignore the stipulation. You
can find examples of folks reading, watching videos, playing games, texting
— and even sleeping!
Additionally, lane-keeping assistance and adaptive cruise control in level
two vehicles are far from perfect, despite the marketing pap. One example
of this, which actually resulted in a deadly Tesla crash in 2018, was when
the driver had engaged the Autopilot feature and began playing a game on
his phone, only for the car to steer into a median, likely following old lane
markings that hadn’t been fully removed, leading to a crash that killed the
driver.
Or, a pedestrian crossing in an urban environment, which the vehicle fails
to register…not to mention vehicles stopped on the side of the road or the
flashing lights of emergency vehicles. If a driver is paying attention
already, fine and dandy. But if not, seconds matter and distraction can
lead to serious injury or fatalities.
A car that does “most” of the driving yet can’t adequately detect
motorcyclists, among other road conditions, creates a recipe for disaster.
In essence, it creates a distracted-driving environment with a system that
encourages complacency. It turns it from “sorry, I didn’t see the
motorcycle” to “sorry, my car didn’t see the motorcycle,” with moral
obligations thrown out the window.
Thankfully, Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg acknowledged the
dangers of misleading “self-driving” marketing when the AMA raised the
issue in a recent meeting.
Concerns over drivers misusing these systems, or even the rationale for
why they exist, has reached a crescendo.
“Partial automation systems may make long drives seems like less of a
burden,” said the President of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
recently, “but there is no evidence that they make driving safer. In fact,
the opposite may be the case if systems lack adequate safeguards.” The
AMA and IIHS have not often seen eye-to-eye on motorcycling, but on this
we vehemently agree. More must be done to make these vehicles safe for
all road users.
Of course, the question remains: Does the current technology even
adequately detect or respond to a motorcyclist on the road? Data to
answer that question has not been forthcoming and the AMA has been
leading the charge in demanding that driver assistance features prove they
can perform safely around motorcyclists. The current crop of driver
assistance systems will serve as the technological foundation for higher
level automation, so it is incredibly important manufacturers get it correct
now to protect motorcyclists in the future.
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966 Rutland Road
Brooklyn, NY
Monthly Meeting held every Second
Thursday of Each Month at 8pm

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE
By Ben Rabin
I’ve ridden motorcycles since the 1980s. I still do. I’m also a
motorcycle lawyer, and for over 20 years I have represented
injured bikers. We keep getting hit by bad drivers. That hasn’t
changed, and I am sure it never will.
What also hasn’t changed is the fact that many motorcyclists
unknowingly do not have enough insurance to protect them
in the event that they get run over.
One of the worst parts of my job is that over and over again I
face the sad and frustrating task of telling my clients that
even though there is good news, there is bad news that goes
with it. The good news? I did well on each part of the case: I
got the police on our side; I got the witnesses on our side; I
got the doctors on our side; and I even got the other person’s
insurance company on our side! The bad news? There will
still not be enough money to take care of the damages from
the crash. Why? Because these bad drivers that keep hitting
us have crappy insurance.
People who are financially struggling, especially in these
economic times, tend to skimp on things like insurance. Even
worse, all the commercials for insurance on TV push people
to buy cheap, not good, insurance. What does that mean?
That means that the people in cars, who are driving around
not paying attention to motorcycles, do not have enough
insurance to take care of us when they hit us.
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to replace that stuff, not just the value of the stock bike, if
your bike gets wrecked.
Under-insurance coverage: Maybe the most important, this is
some extra money covering YOU if the idiot that hit you
doesn’t have enough. It’s cheap, and the best way for a biker
to protect himself or herself from financial disaster.
Bottom line: we know we have certain risks when we ride.
We accept those risks and ride anyway. It’s what we do. But
educate yourself about the insurance difficulties and
minimize the risks. There are easy and inexpensive ways to
make sure that you are financially taken care of after an
accident. Do not find yourself short, and in financial ruin,
because you unknowingly chose the wrong product, or you
tried to save $10 a year without realizing the impact.
How do you do this? Make sure you talk to a qualified
insurance broker or an experienced lawyer, and NO ONE
ELSE, when buying insurance. E specially do not buy your
insurance on-line, where no one is there to give you advice.
Laws in New York are very special and different for bikers,
and without knowing these special laws, you can find yourself
left short on Insurance after an accident.
Contact me anytime for a free evaluation of your insurance
coverage. I do not sell insurance, and I do not care where you
get it. I just want to make sure that you have the right stuff.

The end result? It can mean that even though you have lost
wages, medical expenses, a busted motorcycle
and lots of pain and suffering, and even though it is someone
else’s fault, you still are not going to get enough money from
the other driver to take care of those things.
What can you do? Just like when you ride, YOU NEED TO
LOOK OUT FOR YOURSELF! Buy enough of your
own insurance so that you can recover financially after a
crash. How do you do that? Go see an educated insurance
broker. NOT some person that works directly for an insurance
company (called an agent) but someone who works for YOU
and picks your insurance based on what you need, not what
it costs. Some of the things that you need to talk to your
broker about:
Spousal Coverage: Are you married? Getting married? Make
sure your spouse is covered! It’s not automatic in NY. Medical
Payments: Do you have health insurance? Bikers in NY do
NOT get automatic medical coverage. Make sure you have
enough to cover the expenses of a crash, or copays and
deductibles if you have health insurance.
Extras on the bike: Are those pipes, handlebars and other
things you added to the bike covered? You need to have
enough insurance

Rabin Law Firm, LLC
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ABATE of NY Forever Members
The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present another level of membership, designed to memorialize members who have passed. The ABATE
of New York Forever Member will be memorialized through a unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing Milestone ABATE of New York
pins. Forever Members’ names will be published in a special section of every issue of The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of NY website. The card
and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure and the publication so all remember. Forever Membership has been established
as a one-time cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those who were members of ABATE of New York at the time of their death.
Contact the State Office Manager at 1-888-344-4400 for more information
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ABATE of New York
Chapters by Region

B
C
A
E
A Western Region
B Adirondack Region
C Scenic Region
D Metro NY/LI Region
E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

5 BOROUGHS
740 E. 98th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11216
ALBANY
PO Box 3808
Albany NY 12203
BROOKLYN
PO Box 245064
Brooklyn NY 11224
BUFFALO-ERIE
PO Box 286
West Seneca NY
14224

CAYUGA
PO Box 74
Auburn NY 13021

COLUMBIA
PO Box 124
Chatham, NY 12037
CORTLANDCHENANGO
PO Box 128
Homer NY 13077
GENESEE
PO Box 1801
Batavia, NY 14021
MONROE
PO Box 13277
Rochester NY 14613
NORTH ULSTER
PO Box 621
West Hurley, Y12491

ONONDAGA
PO Box 11575
Syracuse NY 13218
ONTARIO
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY
14424
ORLEANS
PO Box 43
Medina NY 14103

D
SCHOHARIE
PO Box 665
Richmondville NY
12149

SOUTHERN TIER
PO Box 2441
Binghamton NY
13902

OSWEGO
PO Box 285
Fulton, NY 13069
RENSSELAER
PO Box 462
East Greenbush NY
12061

CHAPTERS BY REGION
REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne
REGION B
Warren *
REGION C
Cayuga
Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego
Southern Tier
REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn
REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

Scan for ABATE of NY
Website
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July 2022
National and Regional News
Washington, D.C. — The Governors Highway Safety
Association and General Motors have released a new
report with a singular goal: Change the social norm around
distracted driving to make it completely unacceptable, so all
road users get home safely. The report, which is one of the
most comprehensive examinations to date of how to reduce
driver distraction, examines the extent of the problem and
provides more than two dozen recommendations to help
State Highway Safety Offices (SHSO) and their partners
combat this deadly driving behavior.

Washington, D.C. — The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) is expanding its probe into
830,000 Tesla vehicles with its advanced driver assistance
system Autopilot, a required step before it could seek a
recall. The auto safety agency previously opened a
preliminary evaluation to assess the performance of the
system in 765,000 vehicles after about a dozen crashes in
which Tesla vehicles struck stopped emergency vehicles –
and said it had identified six additional crashes.
NHTSA is upgrading its probe to an engineering analysis,
which it must do before demanding a recall if deemed
necessary. The auto safety regulator is reviewing
whether Tesla vehicles adequately ensure drivers are
paying attention. The agency added evidence suggested
drivers in most crashes under review had complied with
Tesla's alert strategy that seeks to compel driver
attention, raising questions about its effectiveness.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, an estimated 3,142 people died in
distraction-related crashes in the U.S. in 2020, the most
current year for which data is available. Another estimated
400,000 people are injured each year in distracted driving
crashes. However, the true numbers are likely much higher
due to underreporting. The most visible form of driver
distraction is the use of electronic devices, but distracted
driving can take many forms, including grooming, eating and
even daydreaming.

In 2020, the National Transportation Safety Board
criticized Tesla's "ineffective monitoring of driver
engagement" after a 2018 fatal Autopilot crash and said
NHTSA had provided "scant oversight." NHTSA said the
upgrade is "to extend the existing crash analysis, evaluate
additional data sets, perform vehicle evaluations, and to
explore the degree to which Autopilot and associated
Tesla systems may exacerbate human factors or
behavioral safety risks by undermining the effectiveness
of the driver’s supervision."

Despite the proven risks, distracted driving remains
widespread on U.S. roads. A 2021 survey by AAA found that
more than half of drivers (51%) admitted they text and/or
email on their phone while alone in the vehicle. Multiple
national and state surveys indicate that distracted driving is a
top road safety concern, but observational studies find that
wireless device use behind the wheel is commonplace.

Tesla, which has disbanded its press offices, did not
respond to a request for comment.

The new 50-page report, Directing Drivers’ Attention: A State
Highway Safety Office Roadmap for Combating Distracted
Driving, examines data shortcomings and other obstacles
impacting efforts to reduce distracted driving, and reviews
SHSO initiatives and the challenges impacting those efforts.
The report outlines 29 recommendations for the SHSOs that
cover a wide range of factors that affect distracted driving,
including state laws, data collection, education and public
outreach, enforcement, infrastructure, safety funding
sources, partnerships, and leadership.
Distracted driving and the recommendations in the new
report will be the focus of a general session expert panel
discussion at the GHSA 2022 Annual Meeting in Louisville, Ky.
on Sept. 17-21.

The deadline for the next newsletter September
October is September 25, and will cover any events
you have planned for October and November (or
later) It will cover past events from August and
September. Please consider submitting your stories,
events, flyers and any chapter news to:
Thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com or post it on
your Facebook pages and I will collect it from there!

ABATE of New York Membership Application
Name:

DOB

/

19

/

Address:
City:

State:

County:___________________________________________________
Chapter Selected:

Zip:
Phone(
or

)
Member-at-Large

SELECT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
YOU CAN ALSO APPLY ONLINE AT ABATENY.ORG/JOIN


FULL MEMBER $30

Includes membership packet,
Newsletter and all the benefits in
accordance with State bylaws


ASSOCIATE MEMBER $25

Available only to additional members of
Full Member’s household, (no
newsletter)

Mail with remittance to :
ABATE of NY
State Office
Po Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134






LIFE MEMBERSHIP
O6-10 years Membership $500
11-15 years Membership $350
16-24 years Membership $200

The Life Membership Program consists of
a one-time payment based on the
number of years the member has been in
the organization.
Beginning with their 25th year they are
automatically a Charter Life Member and
dues are waived.
In addition to all benefits of a full
member, the Life member will receive:
•
•
•

FOREVER MEMBERSHIP $100
Forever Membership has been
established at a one-time cost of $100, and
eligibility is limited to those who were
members of ABATE at the time of their death.
For further information or to
memorialize an ABATE of NY member
through Forever Membership, please contact
the State Office Manager at 888-344-4400 or
nyabateoffice@gmail.com

A Life Member patch
A distinctive Life Member Card
Milestone Pins

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER # _____________________
____________(Please initial) I agree to comply with ABATE of NY’s bylaws and promote motorcycle education, legislation and activities in accordance
with ABATE of New York, Inc.
FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT/PERMISSION TO INVOICE VIA PAYPAL FILL OUT INFORMATION BELOW.
Signature: ____________________________________________________ Amount:__________Email:________________________________________
 I have high speed internet and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org
ARE YOU MOVING?
Bulk Mail is not forwarded: Please update your address and return this part of the form to ABATE of NY, PO Box 1754, Latham, NY 12110

Name:____________________________________________________________Member#_______Chapter:_______________________
Address:___________________________________________________________Date of Change: _______________________________
City:______________________________________State:______________________________________Zip:________________________
Phone:____________________________________Email:________________________________________________________________
Other Members in household who need to be updated:
Name:_____________________________________________________________Member#____________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________________________
It is not necessary to provide the State Office with credit card information. A valid e-mail address and signed permission are required. Pay
Pal will email our invoice to you. The invoice will include a payment link for you to the complete the transaction online. The alternative
Is to renew online at WWW.ABATENY.ORG/MEMBERSHIP
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The ABATE newsletter “The Freedom Writer advertising price list:
Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and have it
delivered right to our members.
Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July,
September and November. Deadlines are Dec. 1st for January issue.
February 1st for March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st for July issue,
August 1st for September issue and October 1st for November issue.
Supply your artwork and text with this form or email it to
nysabate@gmail.com. If you do not have a suitable ad, we can prepare one
for you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics you may have.
ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not
in the best interest of our organization. All advertisements must be prepaid, please remit payment with form below.
SIX ISSUES
FIVE ISSUES
Back Page
$1500
Back Page
$1313
Inside Front Page
$1200
Inside Front Page
$1050
Inside Back Page
$1200
Inside Back Page
$1050
½ Page
$500
½ Page
$438
¼ Page
$300
¼ Page
$263
Business Card
$175
Business Card
$153
THREE ISSUES
Back Page
Inside Front Page
Inside Back Page
½ Page
¼ Page
Business Card

$863
$690
$690
$288
$173
$101

TWO ISSUES
Back Page
$600
Inside Front Page
$480
Inside Back Page
$480
½ Page
$200
¼ Page
$120
Business Card
$70

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE Inc. newsletter (The Freedom
Writer) and on the website (abateny.org)
NYS ABATE Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertisement either in our
newsletter or on our website regarded as objectionable in wording or
appearance or against the aims of our organization. All advertisements are
accepted and published upon the representation that the agency and/or
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to publish the entire contents
and the subject matter of the advertisement. The agency and/or advertiser
will indemnify and hold the NYS ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or
expense resulting from claims or suits for defamation, libel, violation of
right of privacy, plagiarism, or copyright infringement Including, but not
limited to trademarks, trade names and patients

FOUR ISSUES
Back Page
Inside Front Page
Inside Back Page
½ Page
¼ Page
Business Card

$1100
$880
$880
$367
$220
$128

SINGLE ISSUE
Back Page
$313
Inside Front Page
$250
Inside Back Page
$250
½ Page
$104
¼ Page
$63
Business Card
$36

DATE___________E-MAIL____________________________________________________
NAME / BUSINESS NAME_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________CITY___________________ZIP_________
PHONE______________________________PHONE________________________________
DURATION OF AD________ START MONTH____/____
END MONTH____/____
SALESMAN NAME____________________________________CHAPTER________________
SEND AD FILE TO COLUMBIAABATE@GMAIL.COM
SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO
NYS ABATE STATE OFFICE MANAGER
NYS ABATE
PO BOX 1417, NORTHVILLE, NY 12134

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER
AND EARN A

20%
COMMISSION!*
*Commissions will be paid out
quarterly. All ads must be paid for
prior to running in newsletter
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AMA News
Pickerington, Ohio — The votes have been tallied, and the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame is proud to announce the six
inductees to be honored during the 2022 AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony on Oct. 28 in Pickerington,
Ohio. The AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame Class of 2022 is Kenny Coolbeth, Greg Hancock, Effie Hotchkiss, Sandy Kosman, Ben
Spies and James Stewart.
The induction ceremony will include a cocktail reception at the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame followed by dinner and the
induction ceremony at the nearby Violet Township Event Center on Friday evening, with the following day to include an
Open House and Class of 2022 installation exhibit in the AMA Hall of Fame Museum on the AMA campus.
Tickets for the 2022 AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony are now available to the public
at https://services.americanmotorcyclist.com/hofreg/. For sponsorship opportunities, please contact AMA Business
Development Manager Michael Kula at (949) 466-7833 or mkula@ama-cycle.org.
Hall of Fame inductees are selected from eight areas of influence: Ambassadors/Industry, Design/Engineering, Dirt Track,
Leadership/Motorcycle Rights, Motocross/Supercross, Off-Road, Road Racing and Specialty Competition.
Pickerington, Ohio — The American Motorcyclist Association’s Sound Test Kit Program is officially open for 2022
applications. The program is administered by the AMA’s Government Relations Department and provides kits to AMA
Districts, club members, race organizers and others who educate riders about sound levels. The kit contains a Type 2
sound meter, a tachometer, training materials, a spark-arrestor probe, personal protective equipment and a storage case.
The goal of the sound meter project is to educate riders about acceptable sound levels according to AMA guidelines, while
being able to show quantitative data to complainants about levels that fall within acceptable legal ranges. With the AMA’s
mission to keep off- and on-road riding areas open to the public, the program aims to prevent the implementation of laws
and regulations that specifically target riders. For more information on applying, contact Erin Reda, AMA Government
Relations Grassroots Coordinator, at grassroots@ama-cycle.org.22314.
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PREACH and TEACH

July 13, 2022
Consumer Education on Ethanol H.R. 7731 Call-To-Action
In May, President Biden announced the Environmental
Protection Agency would temporarily lift the summer
restrictions on the sale of gasoline with 15% ethanol (E15).
In response Representative Austin Scott (R-GA) and
Representative Lois Frankel (D-FL) introduced the
Consumer Protection and Fuel Transparency Act of 2022
(H.R. 7731).
H.R. 7731 requires more detailed labeling of gas pumps
that dispense E15 fuel. Clearer labeling of E15 at the pump
will warn consumers about the harmful impacts of
misfuelling so consumers can better protect their engines.
Unfortunately, most consumers are not aware that these
fuel blends may be causing damage to their vehicle. A
recent survey found 3 in 5 consumers mistakenly believe
that E15 is safe for use in all their products. Motorcycles,
boats, pre-2001 model year vehicles, and outdoor power
equipment are especially at risk to E15 blends.
Please take action now and tell your Representative that
consumer education on E15 is needed and ask them to
cosponsor H.R. 7731.

“Bikers Inside the Beltway”

I was recently at ABATE of OHIO’s State Seminar and a
well-known personality was presenting in general
session, and he said something that was both simple
yet profound. “It is our jobs as motorcyclists’ rights
activists to Preach and Teach, we know that”
After thinking about this for a minute I concluded that
we probably do know this, but do we actually practice
it.
If you have attended many motorcyclists rights
conference you inevitably have heard someone say I
know, I know, I am preaching to the choir. Frankly that
is exactly who needs to hear it, the choir. Who else are
we going to say it to, who else do we need to motivate
to act?
Where am I going with this you ask? As active
members of the motorcyclists’ rights community we
have been educated as to what is at risk, namely our
freedom of the road and its’ associated lifestyle, and
what we can and are doing about the risk. So yes, then
exactly it is us that needs to preach to others that
should care, about the relevance and importance of
what we do and why we do it. Encourage, even
demand, that we hold ourselves accountable to do this,
it is the important WHY component of any successful
movement.
Teaching others based on our ideals, our goals, and our
collective experience is how we get more preachers
amongst fellow motorcyclists who are not sufficiently
engaged, this is the other important component of a
successful movement, the HOW.
There you have, simple yet profound, go forth and
Preach and Teach.
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard
Chairman of the Board
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Milestone Members
5 Years
Irving DeShields
Anthony Lebron
Mark Fitzgerald
Marty Odachowski
Michael Daly
E Kelly Doolittle
Joseph Hunt
Dennis Pelmear
Robert Argyle III
Donna J Dolan
Robin Vanlueven
Renaldo Yerkes
Gary Gilbert
10 Years
David Pintabona
Dennis Hale
Rich Ward
Rob Hagenbuch

15 Years
Cindy Argen
Nick Amoroso
Judy Schuyler
Mario Tubolino
20 Years
Dale Williams
Aimee Peppin
Robert Tew

25 Years ~ Charter
Mike Fiorenza
Doug Kien
Donald Lanham
Jerome Petrocelli
Larry Shur
Stephen Cox
Darlene Graczyk
Jim Graczyk
Donna Lupardo
30 Years
Liugi Costantini Jr
Daniel Hamer
Pete Jackowski Bob
"Prospector" Boellner
Terry A Cook
35 Years
Becky Persons
Thomas J Alton

Thank you for your continued dedication to ABATE of NY
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You can shed tears because they are Gone, or you can smile because they Loved.
Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt
Robert C. Taylor
Chris Peek
Brenda Force
Walt Rutski
Stan Bach
Dick Fulton
Victor Green
Martha Strouse
Dorothy Falt
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Robert Shuster
Martin Hourihan
Frank Martorana
Tom Fleming
Robert J. Ritchie
Angie Shufelt
Donald R. Blasko
Brian Paschen
Gary P Myers
John V. “Jack” Wrigley
Chris Allen
Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes
Bill Cox
Mary Walker
Jan Aguirre
Bob Gleason
“Big Deb” Matson
Vinnie Smiraglia
Wild Bill Sperry
Kurt Straub

Dan “Wind” Smallwood
Frank Sabo
Rodney W. Taylor
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Ronald R. Jones
Chris Connolly
Robert B. Bancroft
Chris “Baldy” Klein
Jackie Baumer
Joanne Houghtaling
Luther “Dirty Luke” Hughes
Joseph Rinere
Rita Laufer
Lynn Hyland
Skip Lamphere
Mike Clerico
Mike Pascucci
Richard L. Gardner Jr.
Carl H. Baker
Peter Martino
Molly “Skully” Hamilton
Bill Healy
John S. Waterman
Deborah Harrington
Scott “Scooter” Wilson
Christina “Hippie Chick” Voloshen
Mel “Mongo” McKinstry
Tim Columbia
John McKenzie
Bruce Taylor
Tom McKay
Richard "Red-Dog" Lucas

