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ABATE NEWS AND EVENTS
Message from the President
Wandering towards Winter...by Andrew W. Liuzzi

Greetings brothers and sisters. Seems as if Summer flew by with events after events and plenty of rain. With colder chilly
mornings upon us we need to stay up on the changes of season and temperatures and act accordingly. Cold temperatures
means lower air pressures in your tires and thicker oil in your engine. Cold morning starts require warm-up times and
dressing in layers to avoid hypothermia, or later in the day, over-heating.
Fall weather often drops leaves in the road. Wet leaves, worse than fresh cut grass, can be horribly slippery for our tires.
Check your tire pressure before you take off. Check your oil, too. As I mentioned, oil thickens due to cold temperatures. 20
w 50 is commonly used in newer motors but older motors may be using straight 50 weight oil. Most cars and trucks are
running thinner oil, yet, like 5 w 30 for winter weather. The lower the numbers the thinner the oil. Gloves, facial coverings,
scarves...all things that help keep us warm in chilly weather. Long-johns, wool socks, and flannel or fleece lined jeans are all
good cold weather gear. It’s a good time of year to start assembling all your cold weather clothing so you’re not searching
for it at the last minute.
Next comes winter storage and/or winterizing your bikes. Some folks are adamant about pulling their batteries for winter.
Others use battery tenders to maintain the necessary charge and keep the battery warm. Some folks have access to storage
facilities, like; the dealership, bike shop, or friend’s warehouse. Obviously, in climate-controlled storage there’s less concern
about the battery, and gas freezing, etc. but...ask the people storing your bike(s) about accessibility if there are warm days,
deadlines for retrieving your bike(s) in the Spring, etc. And keep cost in mind.
And lastly, with Winter approaching, means less daylight and more hibernation. Plan some winter-time activities, like
Halloween parties, and movie nights, and Chapter get togethers aside from the monthly meetings. And most of all...stay
warm and healthy. If you’re sick with the flu or common cold, be considerate and stay home. But if you’re up for a chili
cook-off, or football game on tv with friends...by all means, get together and have some fun.
God bless. Hope to see and hear from you during the colder months.
Ride safe!!

Andrew Luizzi, President ABATE of New York
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ABATE of New York Region A Unity Event
Here's a recap of the ABATE Region A Unity event. By Monroe Chapter ABATE
We came in on Friday and started setup. A shout out to All that came, to those that stopped by on Saturday. We had
some folks stop by and learn who we are and even gave a contribution. Thanks to Assemblyman Steve Hawley who
stopped by to say hello. Thanks to Dave Lippa for coming out with the "22" truck and trailer. Thanks, Bruce LaPorte, for
bringing the Traveling Motorcycle Memorial Wall and lawn signs. And Craven'n Curbside for providing a wonderful
cuisine for our hunger. And if you want a food truck with a diverse meal and you get good portions give Christan a call.
She provided both a meal after the riders came in from the Bug Run, and breakfast this morning.
The best of all everyone had a good time and we've joined together as a region rather than 5 different county chapters.
Almost forgot Thanks to the Quality Inn and waterpark for allowing us to setup in there parking lot.
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Monroe County ABATE
Our set-up at the 22nd Annual 9/11 “Let’s Roll” ride.

Albany County ABATE event

Rensselaer County ABATE
The first “Chapter” Ride -150 Miles
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Orleans County ABATE – Upcoming Event

Columbia County ABATE
Annual Bozo Run, September 17,2022

Ontario Chapter ABATE – Upcoming Event

“Prospector” in the booth at Chatham Fair

“Side Show Willie” at our Bozo Run
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ABATE 5 Boroughs (continued)

ABATE 5 Boroughs Chapter
On behalf of our President Michael Rock Whetstone
and the entire ABATE 5BOROUGHS chapter Board, we
would like to thank everyone who came out and rode
with us in the African American Day Parade Sunday
September 18, 2022. Special shout out to Steel Horses
MC, Imperial Bikers MC, Big Shots MC the beautiful
sisters of DRA Motorcycle Club, Sirens Motorcycle
Club, WeAreOne MC, Righteous Riders for Christ MC,
and all the Indys who came out. Special thanks to C
Mizbehaven Clark of High Rollaz AC Brooklyn for
volunteering to convert her vehicle to the "ABATE
5BMobile" and flying our banner
If we left
anyone out please take it for love.
It was a great day of fellowship, laughs, good music,
and meeting new folks (in spite of most of us almost
over heating in the "slow stroll" lol). See you all next
year.

7

Region A Report

Region A Report (continued)

Since last report the only thing that has occurred was
the “Let’s Roll” 22nd annual ride for 9/11 in Rochester.
This was a very successful event with over 1000 bikes
showing up for the 50-mile memorial ride.
Unfortunately, one of our members from Genesee
County Chapter had an incident when her rear brake
locked up an she went down. Fortunately, we were
going slow enough injuries were at a minimum for her.
Her injures were enough that her season of riding is
over (fracture on shoulder and some road rash)
At this event several Region A Chapters were in
attendance and the Monroe Chapter had a table set up
for information.
·
The one thing that came from this event for this
writer was the lack of knowledge of riders knowing
how to properly ride in a procession. This was and
escorted procession and was well covered by local law
enforcement and all we needed to do is ride. Though
people still didn’t know what to do. I bring these
examples up so you better understand this kind of
riding.
·
When in procession normal road rules are limited
·
A procession is 2 (two) lines of riders usually riding
in the tire tracks of ONE lane ONLY.
·
You stay about 2 bikes width from the rider in
front of you and no more
·
You stagger riders which means if you’re in the
right lane then the left riders are in front of you and
behind you NOT next to you
·
You have to maintain the speed at all times and
use your brakes when slowing up
·
If you and many do as I’ve seen leave 6 car lengths
between a bike. Folks you’re not a car and if you leave
this much those stupid ass cage drivers will jump in
despite what’s going on
·
And when you go onto a two-lane road in the
same direction doesn’t mean take both lanes. I had two
patch prospects that are clearly new riders who did this
and almost created and accident because the escorts
had to swerve around it making getting back up front
dangerous for us all.

·
If you can’t do this or aren’t comfortable then
either option is yours, 1 park the bike, 2 get in back
I’ve been riding for some 50 years now so this is real
old for me and I spent nearly 10 years doing
Motorcycle Funeral Escort and now ride with the
Patriot Guard Riders so this is second nature And I see
it all the time that some of these new riders or
weekend riders haven’t a clue. We are our worst
enemy at times and we need to correct this.
I have to say some of you need to do that motorcycletraining program and after talking to seasoned riders
they even agreed that they developed skills from the
program.
by Jody Ferrara, Region A Coordinator, ABATE of NY

Ontario County ABATE
Set up at Naples Grape Fest
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Orleans County ABATE

Oswego Chapter ABATE

35th Annual Toy Run

The Freedom of Choice Run, August 6th 2022
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Cayuga County ABATE
A big thank you to everyone for helping make our
Veteran's Ride a success.
Thank you, Barb and the committee, our road captains
and road guards for making it happen. It was a perfect
day.
Thank you to those who were sponsors, made donations
or lended a helping hand.

Classic Car Museum Ride, August 14th

ABATE of NY State Board Meeting – August 20,2022
Call to order by President Liuzzi at 11:02
Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence
Roll Call: 9 Chapters present
MOTION #s22-6: Rensselaer/Columbia; waive reading of
minutes, 8aye 1 abstain
There are still Freedom Rally pins available
State Board Nominations:
President: Paul Calderwood
Andy Liuzzi
Secretary: Prospector
Public Relations: Linda Gaylord
Treasurer: None
Andy; Some chapters are doing well, but we are losing
members overall.
DISCUSSION: Requirements for associate members
MOTION S22-7 Columbia/Oswego; amend the bylaws to
allow associate members to live at an address without full
member, 7aye 2nay
Membership approved vote on this motion today
Audrey: Raffle Tickets
Legislative Report: Dennis; Membership is down. No
change in any of our bills.
DISCUSSION; Profiling, No fault
Public Relations: Linda; next newsletter will cover
upcoming events
Sgt@Arms; Chris; we need to have more discipline at
meetings, wait until you are recognized by chair before
speaking
Region A; Andy; regional event was a success
Region C; coordinator resigned, was never sworn in
Region E; Julian; numerous events, still some chapters
absent
DISCUSSION; motion S22-3 to bar Tom Alton from serving
on the State Board
Brent Garcia (Cortland -Chenango) asked Audrey to
withdraw the motion. She agreed.
Tom Alton read a list of Discrepancies committed by the
Treasurer
MOTION # S22-8; Oswego/Onondaga; Impeach Rima
Cerrone Tom will send copies of his charges to all
Chapters at his expense Andy will send a copy of those
charges with a cover letter via certified mail.
DISCUSSION; No-Fault, uninsured/underinsured
motorists, associate membership
MOTION #22-9; Oswego/Rensselaer; adjourn
Meeting adjourned 2:34
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2022 State Meetings
PRESIDENT
Andrew Liuzzi
(518)365-9301
sliuzzi@nycap.rr.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Linda ODell-Gaylord
518-567-6780

VICE PRESIDENT
Audrey Rindfleish-Hamilton
(585)286-0207
harleygirlhamilton@gmail

REGION A COORDINATOR
Jody Ferrara
(585)746-5097
spoada237@gmail.com

SECRETARY
“Prospector” Boellner
(518) 239-4560
prospectorspan@netzero.net

REGION B COORDINATOR
Open

TREASURER
Rima Cerrone
(518)322-9287
rimann@rocketmail.com

REGION C COORDINATOR
Open

LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR
Dennis Pelmear
(315)447-0182
djpnys@msm.com

REGION D COORDINATOR
Open

SARGENT AT ARMS
Chris Pecchio
(518)573-4676

REGION E COORDINATOR
Julian Caproni
(917)714-6856
Julcap212@aol.com

LOCATION
AMERICAN LEGION POST 92 8083
RT 20, WATERVILLE, NY, 13480
2022 STATE CHAPTER MEETINGS
BOARD MEETS AT 12:00PM, AND CHAPTER
MEETING STARTS AT 1:00PM
•

FEBRUARY 19

•

MAY 15 (SUNDAY BEFORE FREEDOM
RALLY TENTATIVE DATE)

•

AUGUST 20

•

NOVEMBER 19

2022 STATE BOARD MEETINGS

ABATE OF NEW YORK INC. APPOINTEES 2022
STATE OFFICE MANAGER
Laurie Fredrick
(888)344-4400
nysabateoffice@gmail.com

STATE NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Linda ODell-Gaylord
(518)567-6780
Email-

STATE WEBMASTER
John Cholewa
(845)705-6370
johncholewa@outlook.com
State Newsletter – thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com

THE STATE BOARD MEETINGS START AT
11:00AM
•

MARCH 20

•

JUNE 1918(MAY CHANGE TO JUNE 18 DUE
TO FATHER’S DAY)

•

SEPTEMBER 18

•

DECEMBER 18

STATE MEETINGS CONSIST OF ONE OR MORE
REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH OF THE CHAPTERS AND
THE BOARD.
ONLY ONE REPRESENTATIVE PER CHAPTER CAN
VOTE.
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES SHALL BE A
RECOGNIZED OFFICER OF SAID CHAPTER OR BE A
MEMBER OF SAID CHAPTER WITH WRITTEN
AUTHORIZATION TO REPRESENT THE CHAPTER.
YOUR CHAPTER MUST BE “IN GOOD STANDING” TO
VOTE.
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Please return any completed NILICO Beneficiary cards to
NILICO in the postage paid envelope provided.
If you have any corrections or updates for our address
and email lists for “The Freedom Writer” please contact
Laurie Frederick, State Office Manager at
nysabateoffice@gmail.com.
Corrections to the publication should be made directly to
the Newsletter Editor at
thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com or 518-567-6780

ABATE of New York Calendar of Events
ALL MEMBERS:
ATTENTION:
List Your NY Motorcycle Related Event for FREE. Send
email to:
johncholewa@outlook.com
Please contact us for corrections and updates.
We are not responsible for erroneous event listings.
Go to see events: http://abateny.org/events/

ARE YOU MOVING OR HAS
YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED??
Please make sure you update
all of your contact information
is updated with the state office
when renewing membership,
packets are being returned because we do not have your
correct address adding to our expense. Submit changes
to:
Laurie Frederick
ABATE of New York, Inc.
PO Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134
nysabateoffice@gmail.com
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ABATE of New York
Legislative position paper 2022
Promoting Motorcycle Safety, Awareness, & Education since 1974.
American Bikers Aimed Toward Education is a not for profit corporation formed to promote and protect the interests
of New York state motorcyclists. ABATE monitors and interacts with the legislative process, enhancing the image of
motorcycling, and provides educational and social opportunities for members and non-members. ABATE will continue
to fight for the rights of the people of the motorcycling community.

Bills We Support
Creto/Kade’s Law- Currently expired and no sponsors at this time
Bill No: A01107 – Authorizing the Commissioner of Transportation to Conduct a
comprehensive study of the efficacy of motorcycle helmets. Sent to transportation 1/05/2022
and is still active. No change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: A01747 and S3860 – Motorcycle profiling: Training for local police agencies. Assembly
version referred to Transportation 1/05/2022 and in committee with Senate version 1/05/2022 no
changes or action, still active. No change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: A5099 and S3707 – Installation of “Watch for Motorcycles” signs on state highways.
Assembly version Referred to Transportation 1/05/2022, no changes, or action, Senate Version
referred to Transportation 1/05/2022 still active No change as of July 25th, 2022
BILLS WE OPPOSE
Bill No: A01107- Helmet law, requires motorcycle users to wear helmets that meet federal motor
vehicle safety standards. Assembly version referred to Transportation 1/05/2022- No votes, still
active. No known Senate version Same no change as of July 25th, 2022
Bill No: A148, S994 – Prohibits children under the age of 12 from riding on a motorcycle. Senate
version referred to transportation No action, in committee, still active.
Senate Version S994 introduced has a 6-year-old limit. Will expire this year No change as of July
25 th , 2022.

"ABATE members, when representing our organization, cannot show preference to any party or politician as we're
supposed to remain neutral. Our organization requires bi-partisan support from legislature in order to adequately
fight for rider's rights."
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Legislative Report September 2022
On first order a big thank you to all the members
of ABATE and the motorcycle community that
has supported and let your elected officials know
what we support and what we oppose. It is
extremely important that during the off session
we continue this communication. It’s been a
great riding year.
A quick update on our current Bills We Support,
and Bills We Oppose is that as of September
25th there has been no changes. Somewhat of a
relief and a disappointment.
We have removed the No-Fault Bill Support
until we have more discussion on this. As you
know the legislative session ended in June and
does not become active until January. Now is the
time to let them know.
Dennis Pelmear, Legislative Coordinator, ABATE of NY

Support your right to Repair in Congress
As motorcycling technology continues to advance, your
ability to repair your own motorcycle or seek out an
independent mechanic may get restricted as manufacturers
do not make repair information or parts available for
purchase.
Consumers are facing this problem with almost every
product they own, from their phone, to their tractor and for
AMA members, their motorcycles and ATVs. This issue is
collectively known as "Right to Repair" and put in the
simplest terms, right to repair is the idea that when you buy
something, you have the right to repair it or seek an
independent repair shop to do the work and as part of that
the manufacturers must make the parts and information
needed for these repairs available to the public for a fair and
reasonable price.
Fortunately there is a bill in the U.S. House of
Representatives, the REPAIR Act (Right to Equitable and
Professional Auto Industry Repair), H.R. 6570, that would
ensure that motorcyclists and independent repair shops
have access to the information, tools, and parts needed to
repair motorcycles. The AMA is asking you to tell your
Representative to co-sponsor this bi-partisan bill and protect
your right to repair.
If you would like to learn more about Right to Repair, you
can read the Federal Trade Commission Report to Congress
from May 2021 "Nixing the Fix" which details the ways some
manufacturers limit repairs by consumers.
Taken from AMA action alert

Chapter Meetings – Dates, Times and Locations
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2nd Sunday, Noon, VFW Medina

Second Sunday, 116 Wolf St, The Loop

2nd Tuesday, 7pm, VFW 44 E. Genesee St., Auburn

Second Thursday @ 3pm

3rd Friday, 7pm Wise Guys Diner, Dewey Ave. Rochester

3rd Tuesday, 7pm The Metro 7 Diner, Route 7, Latham

1st Sundays, 10a, Jose’ and Willies, Canadaigua

2nd Saturday, 5pm Alexis Diner, East
Greenbush Rd., Troy

If you would like your Chapter mentioned, please send
information to thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.]

1st Thursday, 7pm, Whitestone Café, Ghent
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SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE
By Ben Rabin

I’ve ridden motorcycles since the 1980s. I still do. I’m also a
motorcycle lawyer, and for over 20 years I have represented
injured bikers. We keep getting hit by bad drivers. That hasn’t
changed, and I am sure it never will.
What also hasn’t changed is the fact that many motorcyclists
unknowingly do not have enough insurance to protect them
in the event that they get run over.
One of the worst parts of my job is that over and over again I
face the sad and frustrating task of telling my clients that
even though there is good news, there is bad news that goes
with it. The good news? I did well on each part of the case: I
got the police on our side; I got the witnesses on our side; I
got the doctors on our side; and I even got the other person’s
insurance company on our side! The bad news? There will
still not be enough money to take care of the damages from
the crash. Why? Because these bad drivers that keep hitting
us have crappy insurance.
People who are financially struggling, especially in these
economic times, tend to skimp on things like insurance. Even
worse, all the commercials for insurance on TV push people
to buy cheap, not good, insurance. What does that mean?
That means that the people in cars, who are driving around
not paying attention to motorcycles, do not have enough
insurance to take care of us when they hit us.

to replace that stuff, not just the value of the stock bike, if
your bike gets wrecked.
Under-insurance coverage: Maybe the most important, this is
some extra money covering YOU if the idiot that hit you
doesn’t have enough. It’s cheap, and the best way for a biker
to protect himself or herself from financial disaster.
Bottom line: we know we have certain risks when we ride.
We accept those risks and ride anyway. It’s what we do. But
educate yourself about the insurance difficulties and
minimize the risks. There are easy and inexpensive ways to
make sure that you are financially taken care of after an
accident. Do not find yourself short, and in financial ruin,
because you unknowingly chose the wrong product, or you
tried to save $10 a year without realizing the impact.
How do you do this? Make sure you talk to a qualified
insurance broker or an experienced lawyer, and NO ONE
ELSE, when buying insurance. E specially do not buy your
insurance on-line, where no one is there to give you advice.
Laws in New York are very special and different for bikers,
and without knowing these special laws, you can find yourself
left short on Insurance after an accident.
Contact me anytime for a free evaluation of your insurance
coverage. I do not sell insurance, and I do not care where you
get it. I just want to make sure that you have the right stuff.

The end result? It can mean that even though you have lost
wages, medical expenses, a busted motorcycle
and lots of pain and suffering, and even though it is someone
else’s fault, you still are not going to get enough money from
the other driver to take care of those things.
What can you do? Just like when you ride, YOU NEED TO
LOOK OUT FOR YOURSELF! Buy enough of your
own insurance so that you can recover financially after a
crash. How do you do that? Go see an educated insurance
broker. NOT some person that works directly for an insurance
company (called an agent) but someone who works for YOU
and picks your insurance based on what you need, not what
it costs. Some of the things that you need to talk to your
broker about:
Spousal Coverage: Are you married? Getting married? Make
sure your spouse is covered! It’s not automatic in NY. Medical
Payments: Do you have health insurance? Bikers in NY do
NOT get automatic medical coverage. Make sure you have
enough to cover the expenses of a crash, or copays and
deductibles if you have health insurance.
Extras on the bike: Are those pipes, handlebars and other
things you added to the bike covered? You need to have
enough insurance

Rabin Law Firm, LLC
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ABATE of NY Forever Members
The ABATE of NY State Board is honored to present another level of membership, designed to memorialize members who have passed. The ABATE
of New York Forever Member will be memorialized through a unique card and memorial certificate, and continuing Milestone ABATE of New York
pins. Forever Members’ names will be published in a special section of every issue of The Freedom Writer and on the ABATE of NY website. The card
and certificate are meant for the memorializing party to treasure and the publication so all remember. Forever Membership has been established
as a one-time cost of $100, and eligibility is limited to those who were members of ABATE of New York at the time of their death.
Contact the State Office Manager at 1-888-344-4400 for more information

ABATE of New York
Chapters by Region

B
C
A
E
A Western Region
B Adirondack Region
C Scenic Region
D Metro NY/LI Region
E Hudson Mohawk Valley Region

5 BOROUGHS
740 E. 98th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11216
ALBANY
PO Box 3808
Albany NY 12203
BROOKLYN
PO Box 245064
Brooklyn NY 11224
BUFFALO-ERIE
PO Box 286
West Seneca NY
14224

CAYUGA
PO Box 74
Auburn NY 13021

COLUMBIA
PO Box 124
Chatham, NY 12037
CORTLANDCHENANGO
PO Box 128
Homer NY 13077
GENESEE
PO Box 1801
Batavia, NY 14021
MONROE
PO Box 13277
Rochester, NY
14613
NORTH ULSTER
PO Box 621
West Hurley, 12491

ONONDAGA
PO Box 11575
Syracuse NY 13218
ONTARIO
PO Box 546
Canandaigua, NY
14424
ORLEANS
PO Box 43
Medina NY 14103

D
SCHOHARIE
PO Box 665
Richmondville NY
12149

SOUTHERN TIER
PO Box 2441
Binghamton NY
13902

OSWEGO
PO Box 285
Fulton, NY 13069
RENSSELAER
PO Box 462
East Greenbush NY
12061

CHAPTERS BY REGION
REGION A
Buffalo-Erie
Genesee
Monroe
Ontario
Orleans
Wayne
REGION B
Warren *
REGION C
Cayuga
Cortland-Chenango
Onondaga
Oswego
Southern Tier
REGION D
5 Borroughs
Brooklyn
REGION E
Albany
Columbia
North Ulster
Rensselaer
Schoharie

Scan for ABATE of NY
Website
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September 2022
National and Regional News
Washington, D.C. — The Inflation Reduction Act recently
signed into law by President Biden fails to support the
motorcycle industry’s growing push into the electrification
of two-wheeled transportation by not including tax credits
meant to lower the cost of EVs for consumers. The law,
which invests the most money ever into addressing climate
change in America’s history, aims to reshape the nation’s
energy sector and spur the production and demand of
electric automobiles to foster widespread consumer
adoption. Currently, most electric vehicles are too expensive
for much of the American public.
The ill-fated Build Back Better Act, a precursor to the
Inflation Reduction Act, included and sought to extend the
electric motorcycle tax credit and triple the incentive to up
to 30 percent of the purchase price with a cap of $7,500. The
AMA is already working with the electric motorcycle industry
and supportive members of Congress to introduce the
electric motorcycle tax credit in future legislation.
New York City, N.Y. — It appears the clock is running out for
public input on a controversial congestion pricing plan that
will very likely toll all motorists entering Lower Manhattan.
Details are still being hammered out, but it appears the
chances for an exemption for motorcyclists is looking
increasingly grim. State lawmakers approved the
development of a congestion pricing plan in 2019, which
would be the first in the United States. It aims to discourage
vehicles from squeezing into Manhattan's dense commercial
district while encouraging the use of public transit. The
monies from tolls would go to fund public transit
improvements.
Despite delays, the program is nearing final approval from
New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). It
could be implemented in late 2023 or early 2024, as a longawaited Environmental Assessment (EA) of the program was
recently published. The EA outlines numerous paths forward
for the program. Still, in every scenario, motorcycles are not
exempt from paying tolls and are lumped into the same
category as cars and commercial vans. The release of the
document signals the closing of public input for the plan.

The AMA strongly opposes tolling motorcycles, especially as
motorcycles have been shown to reduce congestion in
major metropolises. A benefit that has been recognized in
other cities that have implemented a congestion pricing
plan, such as London and Stockholm, both of which exempt
motorcycles. The AMA believes that motorcycles should
receive a 100 percent exemption. In 2019, the AMA and
Riders Against Congestion supported a bill that would make
a motorcycle exemption law.
In another sign that the plan is nearing approval, New York
City Mayor Eric Adams filled a mayor-appointed vacancy on
the Traffic Mobility Review Board (TMRB) in August. The
TMRB is the actual body that will set the toll rates to be
considered by the MTA.

ABATE of New York Membership Application
Name:

DOB

/

19

/

Address:
City:

State:

County:___________________________________________________
Chapter Selected:

Zip:
Phone(
or

)
Member-at-Large

SELECT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
YOU CAN ALSO APPLY ONLINE AT ABATENY.ORG/JOIN


FULL MEMBER $30

Includes membership packet,
Newsletter and all the benefits in
accordance with State bylaws


ASSOCIATE MEMBER $25

No printed Newsletter

Mail with remittance to :
ABATE of NY
State Office
Po Box 1417
Northville, NY 12134






LIFE MEMBERSHIP
O6-10 years Membership $500
11-15 years Membership $350
16-24 years Membership $200

The Life Membership Program consists of
a one-time payment based on the
number of years the member has been in
the organization.
Beginning with their 25th year they are
automatically a Charter Life Member and
dues are waived.
•
•
•

In addition to all benefits of a full
member, the Life member will receive:
FOREVER MEMBERSHIP $100
Forever Membership has been
established at a one-time cost of $100, and
eligibility is limited to those who were
members of ABATE at the time of their death.
For further information or to
memorialize an ABATE of NY member
through Forever Membership, please contact
the State Office Manager at 888-344-4400 or
nyabateoffice@gmail.com

A Life Member patch
A distinctive Life Member Card
Milestone Pins

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER # _____________________
____________(Please initial) I agree to comply with ABATE of NY’s bylaws and promote motorcycle education, legislation and activities in accordance
with ABATE of New York, Inc.
FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT/PERMISSION TO INVOICE VIA PAYPAL FILL OUT INFORMATION BELOW.
Signature: ____________________________________________________ Amount:__________Email:________________________________________
 I have high speed internet and would like to download the newsletter from www.abateny.org
ARE YOU MOVING?
Bulk Mail is not forwarded: Please update your address and return this part of the form to ABATE of NY, PO Box 1754, Latham, NY 12110

Name:____________________________________________________________Member#_______Chapter:_______________________
Address:___________________________________________________________Date of Change: _______________________________
City:______________________________________State:______________________________________Zip:________________________
Phone:____________________________________Email:________________________________________________________________
Other Members in household who need to be updated:
Name:_____________________________________________________________Member#____________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________________________
It is not necessary to provide the State Office with credit card information. A valid e-mail address and signed permission are required. Pay
Pal will email our invoice to you. The invoice will include a payment link for you to the complete the transaction online. The alternative
Is to renew online at WWW.ABATENY.ORG/MEMBERSHIP
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The ABATE newsletter “The Freedom Writer advertising price list:
Run an ad for your business, event or service in our newsletter and have it
delivered right to our members.
Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly, January, March, May, July,
September and November. Deadlines are Dec. 1st for January issue.
February 1st for March issue, April 1st for May issue, June 1st for July issue,
August 1st for September issue and October 1st for November issue.
Supply your artwork and text with this form or email it to
nysabate@gmail.com. If you do not have a suitable ad, we can prepare one
for you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics you may have.
ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the right to refuse any advertisement that is not
in the best interest of our organization. All advertisements must be prepaid, please remit payment with form below.
SIX ISSUES
FIVE ISSUES
Back Page
$1500
Back Page
$1313
Inside Front Page
$1200
Inside Front Page
$1050
Inside Back Page
$1200
Inside Back Page
$1050
½ Page
$500
½ Page
$438
¼ Page
$300
¼ Page
$263
Business Card
$175
Business Card
$153
THREE ISSUES
Back Page
Inside Front Page
Inside Back Page
½ Page
¼ Page
Business Card

$863
$690
$690
$288
$173
$101

TWO ISSUES
Back Page
$600
Inside Front Page
$480
Inside Back Page
$480
½ Page
$200
¼ Page
$120
Business Card
$70

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE Inc. newsletter (The Freedom
Writer) and on the website (abateny.org)
NYS ABATE Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertisement either in our
newsletter or on our website regarded as objectionable in wording or
appearance or against the aims of our organization. All advertisements are
accepted and published upon the representation that the agency and/or
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to publish the entire contents
and the subject matter of the advertisement. The agency and/or advertiser
will indemnify and hold the NYS ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or
expense resulting from claims or suits for defamation, libel, violation of
right of privacy, plagiarism, or copyright infringement Including, but not
limited to trademarks, trade names and patients

FOUR ISSUES
Back Page
Inside Front Page
Inside Back Page
½ Page
¼ Page
Business Card

$1100
$880
$880
$367
$220
$128

SINGLE ISSUE
Back Page
$313
Inside Front Page
$250
Inside Back Page
$250
½ Page
$104
¼ Page
$63
Business Card
$36

DATE___________E-MAIL____________________________________________________
NAME / BUSINESS NAME_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________CITY___________________ZIP_________
PHONE______________________________PHONE________________________________
DURATION OF AD________ START MONTH____/____
END MONTH____/____
SALESMAN NAME____________________________________CHAPTER________________
SEND AD FILE TO COLUMBIAABATE@GMAIL.COM
SEND PAYMENT BY CHECK TO
NYS ABATE STATE OFFICE MANAGER
NYS ABATE
PO BOX 1417, NORTHVILLE, NY 12134

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER
AND EARN A

20%
COMMISSION!*
*Commissions will be paid out
quarterly. All ads must be paid for
prior to running in newsletter
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Motorcycle Riders Foundation inducted into the Sturgis
Museum & Hall of Fame.
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation was inducted into the
Sturgis Motorcycle Museum & Hall of Fame at the
breakfast in Deadwood on Wednesday August 10th. The
MRF President and Chairman of the Board Kirk 'Hardtail'
Willard had this to say, “On behalf of the original Steering
committee, the Board of Directors, all Sustaining
Motorcycle Rights Organizations, MRF State
Representatives, and general members, we appreciate
the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum and Hall of fame
recognizing the MRF for their tireless dedication to
protecting the members rights and freedoms for nearly
four decades.”
The Motorcycle Riders Foundation is a national
organization dedicated to lobbying for those who ride, to
protecting and defending their rights as motorcyclists,
and to addressing the concerns of street riders and the
motorcycle industry they support. In 1985 the MRF held
its first annual Meeting of the Minds conference. For
many activists from around the country this marked the
first time they’d met to discuss how to best preserve and
protect motorcycling. The main issues of the day,
mandatory helmet laws, unfair insurance laws, and the
right to modify motorcycles, are still faced today, along
with many others. In 2022, the MRF will hold its 38th
Annual Meeting of the Minds, representing an unbroken
chain of unparalleled training and networking
opportunities that has molded the American biker’s
rights movement into the highly effective force it is
today. MRF also holds its annual ‘Bikers Inside the
Beltway’ grassroots lobbying event where riders from all
over the country go to Washington, D.C. to help fight for
their rights.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) on
July 26 opened a special investigation into a crash in which a
Tesla with its Autopilot system engaged hit and killed a
motorcyclist in Utah.
The crash happened when the Tesla collided with the back of
the motorcycle as it traveled in a high occupancy lane on I-15
near Draper, Utah, at 1:09 a.m. The 34-year-old motorcyclist
was thrown from his Harley-Davidson, suffered fatal injuries,
and was pronounced dead on the scene.
The driver of the Tesla, who remained on the scene, told police
the vehicle’s Autopilot system — the company’s driver
assistance system that has come under increased scrutiny
among safety concerns — was engaged at the time of the
collision.
Since 2016, NHTSA has opened 38 special investigations of
crashes involving Tesla vehicles using Autopilot. Including the
fatal Utah crash, 19 crash deaths have been reported in those
Tesla-related investigations.
“The driver advised he had the Autopilot setting on, and [he] did
not see the motorcyclist,” the Utah Department of Public Safety
said.
The latest crash follows a fatal Tesla incident on July 7, when a
2021 Tesla Model Y killed a 48-year-old motorcyclist on the
Riverside Freeway in California. A special investigation by
NHSTA was also opened in that crash.
In June, NHTSA upgraded its defect investigation into 830,000
Tesla vehicles with Autopilot, a required step if the agency is
going to seek a recall.
More recently, the California Department of Motor Vehicles on
July 28, accused Tesla of deceptive marketing practices
concerning the company’s driver assistance systems, a move
that in a worst-case scenario could temporarily suspend Tesla’s
ability to sell or market vehicles in California.
The accusation, filed with California’s Office of Administrative
Hearings, claims that Tesla’s marketing language around
Autopilot and Full Self-Driving systems grossly overestimates
the limitations of the technology to the public’s detriment.
The DMV is requesting that Tesla would be required to better
educate consumers and include cautionary warnings regarding
the limitations to a vehicle’s features.
For $12,000 up-front, or on a subscription basis for $199 per
month, a program called FSD Beta (or Full Self Driving Beta)
allows drivers to test unfinished driver-assistance features on
public roads in the U.S. The company said it has more than
100,000 drivers participating with the FDS Beta program.
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Chris Spoonogle, Lightning Weppler take home special recognitions
PICKERINGTON, Ohio (Aug. 9, 2022) — As the festivities began to wind down on the final day of 2022 AMA Vintage Motorcycle
Days presented by Royal Enfield, which ran July 22-24 at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio, the event’s most
prestigious honors — the AMA Vintage Grand Champion and the AMA Senior Vintage Grand Champion — were awarded.
Chris Spoonogle, a 27-year-old rider from Ballston Spa, N.Y., was named the AMA Vintage Grand Champion, while 62-year-old
Lightning Weppler of Tippecanoe, Ohio, earned the title of AMA Senior Vintage Grand Champion.
The awards are decided based on competition in the AMA Vintage Grand Championship, which runs in conjunction with AMA
Vintage Motorcycle Days. The racing includes motocross, hare scrambles, roadracing and trials. Class winners in these
disciplines earn AMA amateur national championships in their class. The event also features a round of the AMA Vintage Flat
Track National Championship Series.
The AMA Vintage Grand Championship crowns the AMA Vintage Grand Champion and the AMA Senior Vintage Grand
Champion, special recognitions determined by the cumulative points earned across three vintage off-road events: hare
scrambles, trials and motocross.
Spoonogle entered the final day of racing deadlocked with multiple-time winner Quinn Wentzel for the right to be named
AMA Vintage Grand Champion. With the title on the line, Spoonogle edged out Wentzel by 6 points in the vintage trials
competition and became an AMA Vintage Grand Champion for a second time, his first coming in 2019.
“Coming in, we definitely put in the time, and this is our goal, to come in and do this,” Spoonogle said. “My dad won it last
year for the senior class, and I wanted to come back and follow it up again after I did it in 2019 to make sure it wasn’t a fluke.”
In the competition to be the AMA Senior Vintage Grand Champion, Weppler entered the vintage trials portion with a healthy
lead over the field. After mustering his way through 24 tests on Sunday, Weppler became AMA Senior Vintage Grand
Champion for the first time in his racing career.
“It was survival mode,” Weppler said on the final day of racing. “I went out there and rode, I guess, to the best of my ability,
but I did not expect this. I was just out there having fun.”
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3

Milestone Members
5 Years
Shaun "Big Snow" Boyd
Donald Gonzales
Craig Lambright
Charron Pascal
Carlton Richardson
Stephen Wong
Thomas Frederick
Robin Klimek
Christine Grossman
Dore Ramos
Bill Errington
Darlene Sanders-White
Kenneth Ingham
Donald Phillips
10 Years
Seve Pannetti
Donald L Sweeney
Sam DiSalvo
John Leonardo
Paul Calderwood

15 Years
Larry Wierzba
Thomas Biruk
Freddie DeCoste
Jim Sieminski
Joseph Genther
Judy Genther
John Lotz
20 Years
David Birk
Ami Harbig
Bill Harbig
Harold "Bud" Owens
Debbie Cash
Herb Lingle Sr
Alan Pimm
Stephen Reed

25 Years ~ Charter
Stephen J Elliot
Jerry Coletti
Corkey Allen
Steve Higgins
30 Years
Carol Dunn
35 Years
Jeff Metz

Thank you for your continued dedication to ABATE of NY

You can shed tears because they are Gone, or you can smile because they Lived.
Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt
Robert C. Taylor
Chris Peek
Brenda Force
Walt Rutski
Stan Bach
Dick Fulton
Victor Green
Martha Strouse
Dorothy Falt
Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Robert Shuster
Martin Hourihan
Frank Martorana
Tom Fleming
Robert J. Ritchie
Angie Shufelt
Donald R. Blasko
Brian Paschen
Gary P Myers
John V. “Jack” Wrigley
Chris Allen
Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes
Bill Cox
Mary Walker
Jan Aguirre
Bob Gleason
“Big Deb” Matson
Vinnie Smiraglia
Wild Bill Sperry
Kurt Straub

Dan “Wind” Smallwood
Frank Sabo
Rodney W. Taylor
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Ronald R. Jones
Chris Connolly
Robert B. Bancroft
Chris “Baldy” Klein
Jackie Baumer
Joanne Houghtaling
Luther “Dirty Luke” Hughes
Joseph Rinere
Rita Laufer
Lynn Hyland
Skip Lamphere
Mike Clerico
Mike Pascucci
Richard L. Gardner Jr.
Carl H. Baker
Peter Martino
Molly “Skully” Hamilton
Bill Healy
John S. Waterman
Deborah Harrington
Scott “Scooter” Wilson
Christina “Hippie Chick” Voloshen
Mel “Mongo” McKinstry
Tim Columbia
John McKenzie
Bruce Taylor
Tom McKay
Richard "Red-Dog" Lucas
Terry A. Cook

