ABATE of NY Legislative Position Paper - November 12, 2024

A3932/59494 - Provides for certain presumptions for reckless driving and the
implementation of a reckless driving and vehicular violence awareness component of
the pre-licensing course for a driver’s license.

By introducing presumptions for reckless driving, this bill aims to hold accountable
those who endanger others through their actions behind the wheel. Additionally,
integrating a vehicular violence awareness component into the pre-licensing course
underscores the importance of fostering a culture of responsibility and respect among
drivers. ABATE of NY believes that such initiatives will not only enhance road safety but
also contribute to a more informed and conscientious driving community. Through
education and awareness, ABATE of NY seeks to reduce the incidence of reckless driving
and vehicular violence, ultimately creating safer roads for all users in New York State.

A3932 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.
S9494 referred to Transportation Committee on 5/16/24.

A9187/S4704 — Requires the municipal police training council to ensure that issues
related to motorcycle profiling are addressed in basic law enforcement training.

This legislation represents a significant stride towards eliminating discriminatory
practices against motorcyclists by ensuring law enforcement officers receive training to
recognize and mitigating motorcycle rider profiling. By mandating training programs
that educate officers about the unfair targeting and stereotyping of motorcyclists solely
based on their choice of transportation, A9187/S4704 seeks to foster a more equitable
and respectful interaction between law enforcement and the motorcycle community.

A9187 referred to Governmental Operations Committee on 2/12/24.
S4074 referred to Finance Committee on 1/3/24.
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A9232/58485 - Provides for the types of damages that may be awarded to the persons
for whose benefit an action for wrongful death is brought.

The Grieving Families Act helps ensure justice for the families of those who are
wrongfully killed by the acts of others, including riders killed by negligent drivers. This
important legislation provides surviving families the ability to seek fair compensation for
their pain and suffering, addressing the emotional and financial hardships that come
with such a devastating loss. By expanding the definition of "family" to include not only
traditional relatives but also those who have close, dependent relationships with the
deceased, the Grieving Families Act recognizes the wide-ranging impact of such
tragedies. This bill is crucial for holding negligent drivers accountable and providing
much-needed support to those left behind.

A9232b passed Assembly, delivered to Senate on June 4, 2024.
S8485b passed Senate, returned to Assembly on June 5, 2024.

A2690 - Prohibits children under the age of twelve (12) from riding on a motorcycle.

ABATE of NY emphasizes the importance of parental discretion and individual freedom
in deciding when a child is ready to ride on a motorcycle, taking into account factors
such as maturity, experience, and training. Moreover, the organization argues that
motorcycling, including off-road riding, can be a valuable family activity that fosters
bonding and teaches important life skills, such as responsibility and rider safety. For
many families, riding off-road motorcycles under parental guidance is seen as a crucial
aspect of child development. Rather than imposing a blanket ban, ABATE of NY
advocates for comprehensive education and training programs that empower parents to
make informed decisions about their children's involvement in motorcycling, ensuring
both safety and enjoyment for riders of all ages.

A2690 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.
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A6075/S2773 - Prohibits the sale of ATVs and off-highway motorcycles in the city of
New York; provides enforcement mechanisms and penalties.

Such a blanket ban would unjustly restrict the rights of individuals to own and enjoy
these recreational vehicles within city limits. While ABATE of NY acknowledges the need
for responsible use and regulation of these vehicles to ensure public safety, it argues
that a total ban is an overreaching measure that penalizes law-abiding enthusiasts.
Rather than outright prohibition, ABATE of NY advocates for comprehensive education,
training, and enforcement initiatives to promote safe and responsible ATV and off-
highway motorcycle use.

A6075a amended and recommitted to Cities Committee on 4/2/24.
S2773 delivered to Assembly. Passed Senate on 3/26/24.

A1987/51388 — Relates to motorcycle awareness on state highways by affixing signs
stating "Watch for Motorcycles.”

By advocating for the installation of motorcycle awareness signs on state highways,
ABATE aims to promote mutual respect and understanding between motorcyclists and
other drivers. These signs serve as valuable reminders for motorists to remain vigilant
and share the road responsibly, ultimately reducing the risk of collisions and injuries
involving motorcycles.

A1987 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.
S1388 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.

A36/53332 — Makes certain exceptions for violations pertaining to certain mufflers and
exhaust systems.

This bill proposes essential exceptions for violations related to specific exhaust systems
on motorcycles and other vehicles. By allowing for reasonable exceptions, A36/S3332
ensures that motorcyclists can enjoy the freedom to choose exhaust systems that meet
both legal standards and their individual preferences without facing undue penalties.

A36 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.
S3332 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.
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A10090/57603 — Authorizes and directs the commissioner of transportation to conduct
a study of the feasibility of removing all existing 3 cable guide rails on New York
roadways and replacing them with safer alternatives.

ABATE recognizes that these guide rails present a grave hazard to motorcyclists, as the
cables can cause severe injuries. By advocating for the survey and potential removal of
these hazardous guide rails, ABATE of NY aims to enhance the safety of New York's
roads for motorcyclists and all other road users.

A10090 referred to Transportation Committee on 5/3/24.
S7603 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/3/24.
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