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Message

Thank you, 
Chris Pecchio 

President, ABATE of New York
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PLEASE BE ADVISED, EMAIL

ADDRESSES FOR MEMBERS WILL NO

LONGER BE PUBLISHED, TOO MANY

SPAM EMAILS ARE BEING SENT.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE OFFICIAL

PUBLICATION OF ABATE OF NEW YORK,

111 HAMPTON AVE., RENSSELAER, NY

12144

OPINIONS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE

SOLELY THOSE OF THE AUTHORS AND

DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT

THOSE OF ABATE OF NY, IT’S OFFICERS

OR REPRESENTATIVES. ABATE OF NY

WILL NOT KNOWINGLY CONTRACT OR

DO BUSINESS WITH ANY ENTITY THAT

DISCRIMINATES AGAINST

MOTORCYCLISTS IN ANY WAY.

OFFICE

FREEDOM WRITER

Advertisemen
t information

 

If you would like to place an

advertisement into “The Freedom Writer”

please email nysabateoffice@gmail.com

to receive a price list or fill out the form in

the back of this publication and

directions on how to get your ad to reach

every ABATE member.

From The State Office

 

I am getting a lot of returned mail to the office and making calls to the phone

numbers on our files, with the majority not calling me back. Please make sure all your

information is up to date. Did you move in the last year? Did you change your phone

number or email address? The State Office needs to know, as this not only affects

your renewal letters and/or renewal packets, but also receiving the Newsletter. Please

call the office with any changes or contact your chapter. 

As mentioned previously, pins are guaranteed every 5 years, all others will be sent

until the stock is gone. If you lost a pin and need a replacement, please call the office

to make sure available before you place the order. I will set aside and mail it once

payment is received. I cannot refund, and it will be considered a donation. 

To our new members, welcome to ABATE! Your cards are safe at the office as I await

the delivery of the new member patches. With the cost of postage, I don’t want to mail

twice. 

 

I wish you safe travels out there. Look twice is not just for the cagers!

 

Sandi Pecchio

State Office Manager

1-888-344-4400 
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Hello NY ABATE Members. 

I am seeking your input to make the newsletter more interesting and

engaging.

Is there information or topics you’d like to see included in these bi-

monthly newsletters?

Are there sections in the newsletter that you’d like to see changed?

Would you like to contribute to the newsletters by writing an article or

an editorial?

If you’ve answered “yes” to any of these questions, send me your

ideas at thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com

I like to hear your ideas.

Jess Vitale

ABATE of New York Newsletter Editor

thefreedomwriter.abateny@gmail.com
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Chris Genovese, Legislative Coordinator, May 9, 2025

By the time you’re reading this, our Freedom Rally will be history. So, I’d just like to thank the

Legislative Coordinators and members of ABATE who took the time to get involved and set up

meetings with their chapter area legislators while we’re in Albany.

I’d also like to thank those members who got busy during April and “hit the ground running” for

Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month. I’ve seen some great social posts and news stories

about ABATE awareness events across the state, and I know that a lot of work before the fact

goes into making these events generate the level of motorcycle awareness that we’re after. When

you read the hateful and ignorant comments left below these stories and social posts, you see

why we need to do what we do!

In April, we also got busy trying to get our state’s motorcycle safety schools opened up. The

contract that the schools need to award successful students with endorsements for licenses was

held up, and at the worst possible time of the year. From my perspective, per the AMA’s “call to

action,” it seemed like there might have been some problem at the DMV, so we circulated the

link on our social accounts and encouraged riders to click, share, and send a message to the DMV

Commissioner. A post from the Motorcycle Safety School encouraged folks to contact their

Assembly Member, state Senator, and Governor Hochul to ask for immediate actions. Long Island

ABATE was helpful in getting coverage for this story with News 12, and other media outlets

caught on.

In Buffalo, we reached out to the Erie County Clerk’s office, which runs our local DMV locations,

and asked for their help. Deputy County Clerk, Mike Cecchini was very responsive and helpful.

Both he and County Clerk Mickey Kearns reached out to their contacts at the DMV, including

Commissioner Mark Schroeder, and asked for the schools to be immediately opened under the

previous contract while the impasse continued. Their contacts indicated that the holdup was

with the state Comptroller’s office and encouraged us to contact them directly.

Over the course of a couple of weeks, it’s apparent to me that ABATE members, the AMA, MSS,

and our riding friends/family that took action across the state were able to get the attention of

our elected officials. The contract was signed on April 25  and schools immediately began

opening back up.

th

This experience has reinforced two things for me, with regard to our abilities to “make a

difference” in our state. First, I can say that whenever I’ve reached out to one of our elected state

officials, I’ve received a prompt and courteous response. No matter the political party, I’ve come to

realize that ALL elected officials are inclined to welcome the feedback of their constituents when

that communication is courteous and respectful. Second, as members of ABATE of NY, we

absolutely can and must make a difference for the motorcycle riding community in our state

based on the conditions that we face on our roads and for the sake of the safety of all traveling on

two or three wheels.

LE
GISL

ATION
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A7659/S6601 – Requires the municipal police training council to ensure that issues related to motorcycle profiling

are addressed in basic law enforcement training. 

This legislation represents a significant stride towards eliminating discriminatory practices against motorcyclists

by ensuring law enforcement officers receive training to recognize and mitigate motorcycle rider profiling. By

mandating training programs that educate officers about the unfair targeting and stereotyping of motorcyclists

solely based on their choice of transportation, A7659/S6601 seeks to foster a more equitable and respectful

interaction between law enforcement and the motorcycle community.

 

A7659 referred to the Governmental Operations Committee on 4/4/25 

S6601 referred to Finance Committee on 3/18/25 

A6063/S4423 - Provides for the types of damages that may be awarded to the persons for whose benefit an action

for wrongful death is brought. 

The Grieving Families Act helps ensure justice for the families of those who are wrongfully killed by the acts of

others, including riders killed by negligent drivers. This important legislation provides surviving families the ability

to seek fair compensation for their pain and suffering, addressing the emotional and financial hardships that come

with such a devastating loss. By expanding the definition of "family" to include not only traditional relatives but

also those who have close, dependent relationships with the deceased, the Grieving Families Act recognizes the

wide-ranging impact of such tragedies. This bill is crucial for holding negligent drivers accountable and providing

much-needed support to those left behind. 

A6063 referred to Judiciary Committee on 2/26/25 S4423 advanced to third reading on 3/3/25

A1788/S2061 – Provides for certain presumptions for reckless driving and the implementation of a reckless

driving and vehicular violence awareness component of the pre-licensing course for a driver’s license. 

By introducing presumptions for reckless driving, this bill aims to hold accountable those who endanger others

through their actions behind the wheel. Additionally, integrating a vehicular violence awareness component into

the pre-licensing course underscores the importance of fostering a culture of responsibility and respect among

drivers. ABATE of NY believes that such initiatives will not only enhance road safety but also contribute to a more

informed and conscientious driving community. Through education and awareness, ABATE of NY seeks to reduce

the incidence of reckless driving and vehicular violence, ultimately creating safer roads for all users in New York

State.

 

A1788 referred to Transportation Committee on 1/14/25 

S2061 advanced to third reading in the Transportation Committee on 5/1/25 

A3172 - Relates to reckless driving; relates to culpability regarding criminal homicide involving the use of a motor

vehicle. 

All too often, irresponsible and dangerous driving leads to tragic outcomes for motorcycle riders, and those

responsible face minimal consequences. This legislation represents a necessary step toward justice and

deterrence, reinforcing the principle that all lives on the road matter, and those who cause harm through

recklessness can be held criminally accountable when their actions result in a fatal crash.

 

A3172 referred to Codes Committee on 1/23/25
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Road Captain Workshop - American Motorcyclist Association

https://americanmotorcyclist.com/riding/riding-resources/road-captain-workshop/



Cayuag Chaper News 

On May 8th, the Cayuga Chapter met with the City of Auburn to accept a Proclamation

for Motorcycle Safety and Awareness from Mayor Giannettino and the city council.

Accepting the proclamation were Dennis Pelmear, Region C Coordinator, Audrey

Rindfleisch-Hamilton, Hamilton State VP, and Paul Loperfido. Sergeant at Arms for

Cayuga.
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Onondaga County

Board members William Babcock,

President, Michael Whitney, Treasurer,

Tara Smith, legislative coordinator,

John Magill Sgt. at Arms, & Beth

Schleuter, Road Captian.

Bike Blessing at St. Daniel’s



Buffako/Erie
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Safety Awareness Ride May 3rd.
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Ontario County

We are raffling this amazing quilt.

 The drawing will be Oct. 5th. 

Contact Roland Hage for raffle tickets.

Our first run is June 22 . Come out

and share your support for ABATE

of Ontario County 

nd
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5 Boroughs
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EVENTSEVENTS   
More 



ABATE of New York
State Chapter Meetings

2/15/2025

3/16/2025

6/14/2025

5/18/2025**

To Be

Determined

8/16/2025

11/15/2025

9/21/2025

12/21/2025

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 92

8083 ROUTE 20

WATERVILLE, NY 13480

ALL MEETINGS EXCEPT MAY 18, 2025 ARE

HELD AT:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 92

8083 ROUTE 20

WATERVILLE, NY 13480

Board : 12pm

Chapter 1pm

Board : 11am

ABATE of New York
State Board Meetings

All meetings (excluding May) are
held at the American Legion, Post
92 located at 8083 Route 20 in

Waterville, NY

All members are encouraged and
welcome to attend all State
Chapter Meetings. Chapter
meetings begin at 1pm. At

minimum all chapters should
send at least 1 member to

represent their chapter. Each
Chapter attending receives
1 vote. This should be a

recognized member of the
Chapters’ Board or at the
discretion of the Chapter

President can designate in
writing a member whom may
cast that vote on behalf of the

Chapter.
Chapters should be conscientious
attending the meetings so you
insure you have a voice in your

organization.
All meeting minutes, are shared

with each Chapter by the
Secretary and should be shared

with your members.
The May Chapter meeting is
always the Sunday before

ABATE of New York
biggest event, The Freedom

Rally! This event is why ABATE

exists; your rights and safety
as a motorcyclist! It is held once
a year in NY’s capital, Albany and
it is a day when we advocate for
legislation that affects all of us.

Any questions can be directed to
your Chapters’ Board.

https://abateny.org/
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REGION A REGION C REGION D

REGION E

ABATE of New York

Region Map

Buffalo/ Erie Chapter
American Legion Matthew Glab Post 1477,
1965 Abbott Road,
Lackawanna, NY.

Cayuga
VFW Post #1975
44 East Genesee St,
Auburn NY 13021

5 Boroughs

Location changes monthly

Stans Harley Davidson 4425

West Saile Drive,
Batavia N.Y. 14020

Meetings 1st Tuesday (monthly)

 Jose & Willy’s,
20 Lakeshore Dr.,
Canandaigua, NY

Meetings 1st Sunday (monthly) / 10am

Medina VFW Post

1483, 216 E. Center St.
Medina, NY

Meetings 2nd Sunday (monthly) / 12pm

Meetings 3rd Thursday (monthly) / 7:30pm

Mimi’s Drive In

201 N. 2nd Ave

Fulton, NY

Meetings 1st Sunday (monthly) / 10am

Meetings 2nd Monday (monthly) / 7 pm

VFW Post #1975
44 East Genesee St,
Auburn NY 13021

Meetings 2nd Sunday (monthly) / 12pm

American Legion Post 1194,
363 West Services Rd

Binghamton NY 13901

Meetings 2nd Thursday (monthly) / 7pm

The Paddock

6 Ridge Rd

Rensselaer NY 12144

Meetings 2nd Saturday (monthly) / 5pm

Meetings 2nd Thursday (monthly) /3 pm

Whitestone Cafe

2337 NY Route 66

Ghent, NY 

Meetings 1st Thursday (monthly) / 6:30pm

Orleans

Genesee

Ontario 

Orleans

Oswego 

Onondaga

Rensselaer 

Columbia County

Days / Times

MEETING
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Safety Articles - MRF A&E - Motorcycle Riders Foundation Awareness and Education



New York State's driver point system has been changed to increase penalties for repeat offenders

and make it easier for insurance companies to access driving records. The new system includes: 

More points for certain violations 

Many violations now have higher point values, including:

DWI: 11 points

Racing: 5 points

Failure to exercise due care: 5 points

Leaving the scene of a crash: 3 points

Passing a stopped school bus: 8 points

Speeding in a work zone: 8 points

Aggravated unlicensed operation: 11 points 

Harsher penalties for repeat offenders 

Drivers with multiple violations within 18 months face higher fines and possible license

suspension 

Mandatory Driver Responsibility Assessment (DRA) 

Drivers with 6 or more points within 18 months must pay an annual DRA fee for three years 

Online tracking and reporting 

Law enforcement and insurance companies can more easily access driving records 

The new system aims to keep drivers with multiple suspensions off the road. 

You can consult the New York DMV website for more information.

NY
STATE
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ABATE OF NY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Member

Renewal Member Membership number Expiration 

 Full Member $30 per year – Includes membership packet, newsletter, and all benefits

in accordance with State By-Laws

 Associate Member $25 per year – Same benefits as a Full Member except no

newsletter.

 

 

 

Life Member: 6-10 Years of being an ABATE Member - $500

Life Member: 11-15 Years of being an ABATE Member - $350

Life Member: 16-24 Years of being an ABATE Member - $200

 Chapter affiliation: Member at Large 

Name:

Address:

City: 

DOB \ \ 

State: Zip: Phone: 

County:

Email address: 

Newsletter preference: Email USPS 

Method of Payment: Check Money Order 

Make all payments to: ABATE of NY Inc.

111 Hampton Avenue

Rensselaer, NY 12144

 

 

 ** You can also sign up or renew at any Chapter meeting or online at

https://abateny.org/membership/

ABATE of NY is an equal opportunity organization and will not allow discrimination based upon age, ethnicity,

ancestry, gender, national origin, disability, race, size, religion, sexual orientation, socioeconomic background, or any

other status prohibited by applicable law.
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SIX ISSUES 

Back Page Inside
Front Page Inside
Back Page ½
Page ¼ Page
Business Card 

$1500
$1200
$1200
$500
$300
$175

THREE ISSUES 

Back Page Inside
Front Page Inside
Back Page ½
Page ¼ Page
Business Card 

 

$863
$690
$690
$288
$173
$101

Run an ad for your business, event or service in

our newsletter and have it delivered right to our

members. Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly,
January, March, May, July, September and

November. Deadlines are Dec. 1st for January
issue. February 1st for March issue, April 1st for
May issue, June 1st for July issue, August 1st for
September issue and October 1st for November

issue. Supply your artwork and text with this

form or email it to nysabate@gmail.com. If you
do not have a suitable ad, we can prepare one

for you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics

you may have. ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the

right to refuse any advertisement that is not in

the best interest of our organization. All
advertisements must be prepaid, please remit

payment with form below.

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE

Inc. newsletter (The Freedom Writer) and on the

website (abateny.org) NYS ABATE Inc. reserves
the right to reject any advertisement either in

our newsletter or on our website regarded as

objectionable in wording or appearance or

against the aims of our organization. All
advertisements are accepted and published

upon the representation that the agency and/or
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to

publish the entire contents and the subject

matter of the advertisement. The agency and/or
advertiser will indemnify and hold the NYS

ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or expense

resulting from claims or suits for defamation,
libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or
copyright infringement Including, but not
limited to trademarks, trade names and

patients

FIVE ISSUES FOUR ISSUES 

Back Page 

Inside Front Page 

Inside Back Page 

½ Page 

¼ Page 

Business Card 

$1313
$1050
$1050
$438
$263
$155

Back Page 

Inside Front Page 

Inside Back Page 

½ Page 

¼ Page 

Business Card 

$1100
$880
$880
$367
$220
$128

TWO ISSUES SINGLE ISSUES 

Back Page 

Inside Front Page 

Inside Back Page 

½ Page 

¼ Page 

Business Card 

 

$600
$480
$480
$200
$120
$70

Back Page 

Inside Front Page 

Inside Back Page 

½ Page 

¼ Page 

Business Card 

$313
$250
$250
$104
$63
$36

DATE___________E-MAIL____________________________________________________

NAME / BUSINESS NAME_____________________________________________________

ADDRESS________________________________CITY___________________ZIP_________

PHONE______________________________PHONE________________________________

DURATION OF AD________ START MONTH____/____ END MONTH____/____

SALESMAN

NAME____________________________________CHAPTER________________ 

SELL ADS FOR THE

FREEDOM WRITER

AND EARN A 20%
COMMISSION!*

*Commissions will

be paid out

quarterly. All ads
must be paid for

prior to running

PAYMENTS

please remit to

NYS ABATE

111 Hampton Avenue

Rensselaer, NY 12441

THE FREEDOM WRITER

24



You c
an s

hed te
ars beca

use they are

Forever Members 

Goen , or you can smile because they Lived.Dan “Wind” Smallwood
Frank Sabo

Rodney W. Taylor
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Ronald R. Jones
Chris Connolly

Robert B. Bancroft
Chris “Baldy” Klein
Jackie Baumer

Joanne Houghtaling
Luther “Dirty Luke” Hughes

Joseph Rinere
Rita Laufer
Lynn Hyland
Skip Lamphere
Mike Clerico
Mike Pascucci

Richard L. Gardner Jr.
Carl H. Baker
Peter Martino

Molly “Skully” Hamilton
Bill Healy

John S. Waterman
Deborah Harrington

Scott “Scooter” Wilson
Christina “Hippie Chick” Voloshen

Mel “Mongo” McKinstry
Tim Columbia
John McKenzie
Bruce Taylor
Tom McKay

Richard "Red-Dog" Lucas
Terry A. Cook

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt
Robert C. Taylor

Chris Peek
Brenda Force
Walt Rutski
Stan Bach
Dick Fulton
Victor Green

Martha Strouse
Dorothy Falt

Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Robert Shuster
Martin Hourihan
Frank Martorana
Tom Fleming

Robert J. Ritchie
Angie Shufelt

Donald R. Blasko
Brian Paschen
Gary P Myers

John V. “Jack” Wrigley
Chris Allen

Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes
Bill Cox

Mary Walker
Jan Aguirre
Bob Gleason

“Big Deb” Matson
Vinnie Smiraglia
Wild Bill Sperry
Kurt Straub 
Dan Lundy

Nicola S. Bennett
Andrew “Animal” Liuzzi

Brenda Boellner
Joe Pleickhardt
Rick Davis

Jerry MacDonald
Clyde Hamilton
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