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Sgt. Arms - OPEN

Legislative Coordinator - OPEN

Public Relations - OPEN

Region A - Jody Ferrara 

Region C - OPEN 

Region D - OPEN 

Region E - John Boice

Webmaster - John Cholewa

Office Manager - Sandi Pecchio

Newsletter - Jess Vitale   

 Office Phone 888 344 4400            

V President -Roland Hagenbuch 585-330-8116

Secretary - Prospector Boellner 581-239-4560 

Treasurer - OPEN

President - Chris Pecchio 518-573-4676

State Board Members 
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The views and opinions included in this newsletter belong to their author and
do not necessarily mirror the views and opinions of ABATE of NY.
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Hello everyone. 
The warm weather is finally coming. Unfortunately, the stats have already started to
add up. Please be careful out there. Remember your preseason checks, including tire
pressure, oil, lubrication, inspection, and registration.

New York ABATE is currently looking for multiple board positions. We invite all who are
interested and committed to our cause to reach out for more information.  
Open positions include treasurer, Sargent at Arms, legislation coordinator, and someone
to help with the website, among others. Please check our website for more information. 

Please keep our secretary, Prospector, in your thoughts and prayers as he recovers from
a fall.

Moe Atwell, one of ABATE’s oldest members, has passed. Moe was an ABATE member
for over 50 years. Please keep his family and friends in your thoughts and prayers. We
are saddened by his loss.

The Freedom Rally and Seminar is May 16th -18th. Please check the flyer and website
for more information. Hope to see many of you there.

Enjoy the wind.

Stay strong, ride safe, and stay involved.

Chris Pecchio 
President Abate of New York
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Peterrr 

State Meeting Minutes
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Peterrr 

State Meeting Minutes
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B U S I N E S S  S E M I N A RB U S I N E S S  S E M I N A R

FREEDOM
RALLY

FREEDOM
RALLY

Business Seminar and Freedom Rally info

Dates: May 16th-18th 
Location: Days Inn and Suites 
                  1606 Central Ave, Colonie, NY

Saturday: meet and greet 
Sunday: business seminar in the evening 
Monday: ride to the Capital

Room rates for the weekend are $ 89.00 a night.
When booking a room, please let them know
your booking is under ABATE OF NY for the
discounted room rate. 
518-869-5327
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C‌a‌l‌l‌ ‌t‌o‌ ‌A‌c‌t‌i‌o‌n 
Editorial
How ABATE of New York Can Activate Members and Elevate Legislative Awareness

For decades, ABATE of New York has stood as a watchdog for motorcyclists’ rights—fighting
for fair legislation, defending freedom of choice, and ensuring that riders have a voice in
Albany and Washington. But the landscape is changing. Legislation moves faster,
misinformation spreads quicker, and lawmakers face more competing priorities than ever. If
we want to protect the rights we have—and regain the ones we’ve lost—we need a more
active, informed, and connected membership.

The good news is that the tools are already in our hands. What we need now is a renewed
culture of participation.

1. Make Participation Personal, Not Procedural
Most members care deeply about their rights, but they don’t always see how their individual
involvement makes a difference. Chapters can shift this by:

• Connecting legislation to real-life impacts
Instead of saying “a bill is in committee,” explain what it means for riders: insurance costs,
equipment mandates, profiling protections, or road safety funding.
• Highlighting wins—large and small
When ABATE influences a bill, stops a harmful proposal, or gets a meeting with a legislator,
members should hear about it. People stay engaged when they see results.
• Inviting members into the process
Ask for volunteers for specific, manageable tasks: one phone call, one email, one event shift.
People respond better to concrete requests than general appeals

2. Build a Stronger Bridge Between Chapters and State Leadership
Local chapters are the heartbeat of ABATE, but legislative battles are fought at the state and
federal levels. Strengthening the flow of information helps everyone:

• Monthly legislative briefings
A short, plain‑language update from the State Legislative Coordinator can be read at every
chapter meeting and posted on chapter pages.
• Legislative “fast alerts.”
When a bill moves suddenly, chapters should receive a simple action message:
“Bill X is up for a vote. Here’s what it does. Here’s who to call. Here’s the script.”
• Cross‑chapter collaboration
Chapters can coordinate rides to Albany, share speakers, and combine efforts for awareness
events. Unity amplifies influence.
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3. Use Modern Communication Without Losing the Personal Touch
Many members still prefer face‑to‑face meetings, but younger riders and busy working families rely
on digital communication. ABATE can meet both groups where they are:

• Email newsletters with short, scannable updates
Not everyone can attend meetings, but everyone can stay informed.
• Social media posts that educate, not just announce
Short explainers on lane filtering, insurance issues, or federal safety mandates can reach thousands
beyond our membership.
• Livestream or record key speakers
Legislative updates, safety trainings, and Q&A sessions can be shared statewide.
• Encourage members to follow ABATE’s state and national legislative pages
Awareness grows when information is easy to access.

4. Turn Events Into Advocacy Opportunities
ABATE already hosts some of the most visible motorcycle events in the state. These can double as
education hubs:

• Legislative tables at every major ride or fundraiser
Provide bill summaries, contact sheets for lawmakers, and sign‑up forms for action alerts.
• Invite legislators to events
When lawmakers meet riders face‑to‑face, it humanizes the issues and builds long-term
relationships.
• Host “Motorcycle Rights 101” workshops
Many riders don’t know how laws are made or how to influence them. A short, friendly workshop can
empower them.

5. Empower Members to Be Everyday Advocates
You don’t need to be a lobbyist to make a difference. Every member can help protect rider rights
by:

• Calling or emailing their representatives
Even a handful of constituent messages can shift a legislator’s position.
• Sharing accurate information with riding friends
Word of mouth is still one of the most powerful tools in the motorcycle community.
• Bringing one new person to a meeting or event
Growth happens one rider at a time.
• Staying informed about both state and federal issues
Federal rules—especially those involving safety equipment, emissions, or vehicle technology—
often influence state policy later.

C‌a‌l‌l‌ ‌t‌o‌ ‌A‌c‌t‌i‌o‌n‌  
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This is a pivotal moment. With renewed engagement, ABATE of New York can continue to
be the voice that lawmakers cannot ignore.
---
Closing Thought
Motorcycle rights are never “won” once and for all—they are defended every year, every
session, every bill. When members step forward, stay informed, and speak up, ABATE
becomes more than an organization. It becomes a force.

Linda ODell-Gaylord

6. Reaffirm the Mission: Freedom, Safety, and Representation
ABATE’s strength has always come from riders standing together. The more active and
informed our membership becomes, the more effectively we can defend:
• Freedom of choice
• Fair and reasonable motorcycle laws
• Rider safety and road infrastructure
• Protection from discrimination and profiling
• The right to be heard in Albany and Washington

C‌a‌l‌l‌ ‌t‌o‌ ‌A‌c‌t‌i‌o‌n 

Long Island ABATE and ABATE of NY have teamed together to launch a NEW “Call
to Action”, after the Governor vetoed the Grieving Families Act for the fourth time.
This time around, we’re asking our state legislators to override the Governor’s veto
with an additional vote and 2/3 majority.
Please take a few minutes now to click on this link,
https://igniteadvocacy.com/go/call-to-override-governor-s-veto-of-grieving-families-
act-a6063-s4423-/934 send a message simultaneously to both your Assembly
Member and NY Senator, and then share this with your friends and family
members. Thank you!

Call to Override Governor’s Veto of Grieving Families Act
(A6063/S4423)
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5 Borroughs County Chapter news
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Genesee County Chapter news



Buffalo/Erie Chapter News 
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Cayuga County Chapter News

 Mayor Wilson, Chief Androsko, Sheriff Schenck, and Lieutenant Franklin judged ABATE
of Cayuga County’s chili cook-off on March 14  at VFW Post 1975 in Auburn.th
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Ontario County Chapter News
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Onondaga Chapter News
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Rensselaer County Chapter News

July 18th Memorial Poker run
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Columbia Chapter News

2026 Ride and Event Dates -
 Thursday, April 23 - Movie Night, 6pm. Ghent VFW
 Saturday, April 25 - Spring Breakout / Bike Blessing - 11:30 am KSU - Whitestone Cafe
 Saturday, May 23 - Memorial Run - 10am - Whitestone Cafe
 Thursday, May 28 - Bike or Movie Night - 5pm bike, 6pm movie (TBD) -Ghent VFW
 Saturday, June 6 - Poker Run - 11:30 am KSU - Whitestone Cafe
 Thursday, June 25 - Bike Night - 5-8pm - Ghent, VFW
Thursday, July 23 - Bike Night - 5-8pm - Ghent VFW
 Saturday, August 1 - Bozo's Run - Registration 10 am, KSU 11:30 am Plaza Diner, Hudson, NY
Thursday, August 27 - Bike Night - 5-8 pm - Ghent VFW
 September 2 - 7 - Columbia County Fair
 Thursday, September 24 - Bike Night - 5-8 pm - Ghent VFW
 Saturday, October 3 - Annual Edith Casey Toy Run - Registration 10 am - KSU 11:30 am -
Whitestone Café
Thursday, October 22 - Final Bike Night - 5-8 pm - Ghent VFW
 
 
 ********Monthly Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month, except September,
which will be held on September 10th. beginning with refreshments at 6:30 and meeting
beginning promptly at 7 pm *************



ABATE of New York
State Chapter Meetings

2/21/2025

3/15/2025

6/20/202
5

5/17/2025**

To Be
Determined

8/15/2025

11/21/2025

9/202025

12/20/202
5

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD AT:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 92
8083 ROUTE 20

WATERVILLE, NY 13480

ALL MEETINGS EXCEPT MAY 18, 2025 ARE
HELD AT:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 92
8083 ROUTE 20

WATERVILLE, NY 13480

Board : 12pm

Chapter 1pm

Board : 11am

ABATE of New York
State Board Meetings

All meetings (excluding May) are
held at the American Legion, Post

92 located at 8083 Route 20 in
Waterville, NY

All members are encouraged and
welcome to attend all State
Chapter Meetings. Chapter
meetings begin at 1pm. At

minimum all chapters should
send at least 1 member to

represent their chapter. Each
Chapter attending receives

1 vote. This should be a
recognized member of the
Chapters’ Board or at the
discretion of the Chapter

President can designate in
writing a member whom may
cast that vote on behalf of the

Chapter.
Chapters should be conscientious

attending the meetings so you
insure you have a voice in your

organization.
All meeting minutes, are shared

with each Chapter by the
Secretary and should be shared

with your members.
The May Chapter meeting is

always the Sunday before
ABATE of New York

biggest event, The Freedom
Rally! This event is why ABATE
exists; your rights and safety

as a motorcyclist! It is held once
a year in NY’s capital, Albany and
it is a day when we advocate for
legislation that affects all of us.

Any questions can be directed to
your Chapters’ Board.

https://abateny.org/
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REGION A REGION C REGION D

REGION E

ABATE of New York
Region Map

Buffalo/ Erie Chapter
American Legion Matthew Glab Post 1477,
1965 Abbott Road,
Lackawanna, NY.

Cayuga
VFW Post #1975
44 East Genesee St,
Auburn NY 13021

5 Boroughs

Location changes monthly

Stans Harley Davidson 4425
West Saile Drive,
Batavia N.Y. 14020

Meetings 1st Tuesday (monthly)

 Jack’s
19W Main Street
Shortsville, NY 

Meetings 1st Sunday (monthly)
10:30am

Medina VFW Post
1483, 216 E. Center St.
Medina, NY

Meetings 2nd Sunday (monthly) / 12pm

Meetings 3rd Wednesday (monthly) /
7:30pm

Mimi’s Drive In
201 N. 2nd Ave
Fulton, NY

Meetings 1st Sunday (monthly) / 10am

Southern Tier
American Legion Post 1194
363 West Services Rd
Binghamton, NY 13901

Meetings: 2  Thursday, (monthly,
7:00pm

nd

Meetings 2nd Monday (monthly) / 7 pm

The Loop
11114 Wolf Street 
Syracuse, NY 13208

Meetings 2nd Sunday (monthly) / 12pm

The Paddock
6 Ridge Rd
Rensselaer NY 12144

Meetings 2nd Saturday (monthly) / 4pm

Meetings 3rd Thursday (monthly) /3 pm

Whitestone Cafe
2337 NY Route 66
Ghent, NY 

Meetings 1st Thursday (monthly) / 6:30pm

Orleans

Genesee

Ontario Oswego 

Onondaga

Rensselaer 

Columbia County

Days / Times

M E E T I N G
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ABATE OF NY, INC.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Member
Renewal Member Membership number Expiration 

 Full Member $30 per year – Includes membership packet, newsletter, and all benefits
in accordance with State By-Laws

 Associate Member $25 per year – Same benefits as a Full Member except no
newsletter.

 
 
 

Life Member: 6-10 Years of being an ABATE Member - $500
Life Member: 11-15 Years of being an ABATE Member - $350
Life Member: 16-24 Years of being an ABATE Member - $200

 Chapter affiliation: Member at Large 

Name:
Address:
City: 

DOB \ \ 

State: Zip: Phone: 

County:
Email address: 

Newsletter preference: Email USPS 

Method of Payment: Check Money Order 
Make all payments to: ABATE of NY Inc.

111 Hampton Avenue
Rensselaer, NY 12144

 
 

 ** You can also sign up or renew at any Chapter meeting or online at
https://abateny.org/membership/

ABATE of NY is an equal opportunity organization and will not allow discrimination based upon age, ethnicity,
ancestry, gender, national origin, disability, race, size, religion, sexual orientation, socioeconomic background, or any

other status prohibited by applicable law.
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SIX ISSUES 
Back Page Inside
Front Page Inside
Back Page ½
Page ¼ Page
Business Card 

$1500
$1200
$1200
$500
$300
$175

THREE ISSUES 
Back Page Inside
Front Page Inside
Back Page ½
Page ¼ Page
Business Card 
 

$863
$690
$690
$288
$173
$101

Run an ad for your business, event or service in
our newsletter and have it delivered right to our
members. Our newsletter is printed bi-monthly,
January, March, May, July, September and
November. Deadlines are Dec. 1st for January
issue. February 1st for March issue, April 1st for
May issue, June 1st for July issue, August 1st for
September issue and October 1st for November
issue. Supply your artwork and text with this
form or email it to nysabate@gmail.com. If you
do not have a suitable ad, we can prepare one
for you. Supply us with ad text and any graphics
you may have. ABATE of NY Inc. reserves the
right to refuse any advertisement that is not in
the best interest of our organization. All
advertisements must be prepaid, please remit
payment with form below.

Advertisement Acceptance in the NYS ABATE
Inc. newsletter (The Freedom Writer) and on the
website (abateny.org) NYS ABATE Inc. reserves
the right to reject any advertisement either in
our newsletter or on our website regarded as
objectionable in wording or appearance or
against the aims of our organization. All
advertisements are accepted and published
upon the representation that the agency and/or
advertiser is of good repute and authorized to
publish the entire contents and the subject
matter of the advertisement. The agency and/or
advertiser will indemnify and hold the NYS
ABATE Inc. harmless from any loss or expense
resulting from claims or suits for defamation,
libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism, or
copyright infringement Including, but not
limited to trademarks, trade names and
patients

FIVE ISSUES FOUR ISSUES 
Back Page 
Inside Front Page 
Inside Back Page 
½ Page 
¼ Page 
Business Card 

$1313
$1050
$1050
$438
$263
$155

Back Page 
Inside Front Page 
Inside Back Page 
½ Page 
¼ Page 
Business Card 

$1100
$880
$880
$367
$220
$128

TWO ISSUES SINGLE ISSUES 
Back Page 
Inside Front Page 
Inside Back Page 
½ Page 
¼ Page 
Business Card 
 

$600
$480
$480
$200
$120
$70

Back Page 
Inside Front Page 
Inside Back Page 
½ Page 
¼ Page 
Business Card 

$313
$250
$250
$104
$63
$36

DATE___________E-MAIL____________________________________________________
NAME / BUSINESS NAME_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________CITY___________________ZIP_________
PHONE______________________________PHONE________________________________
DURATION OF AD________ START MONTH____/____ END MONTH____/____
SALESMAN
NAME____________________________________CHAPTER________________ 

SELL ADS FOR THE
FREEDOM WRITER
AND EARN A 20%

COMMISSION!*
*Commissions will

be paid out
quarterly. All ads
must be paid for
prior to running

PAYMENTS
please remit to

NYS ABATE
111 Hampton Avenue
Rensselaer, NY 12441

THE FREEDOM WRITER
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You can shed tears because they are
Forever Members 

Goen , or you can smile because they Lived.Dan “Wind” Smallwood Frank
Sabo

Rodney W. Taylor
Andrew “Andy” Ellis
Ronald R. Jones
Chris Connolly

Robert B. Bancroft
Chris “Baldy” Klein

Jackie Baumer
Joanne Houghtaling

Luther “Dirty Luke” Hughes
Joseph Rinere
Rita Laufer
Lynn Hyland

Skip Lamphere
Mike Clerico

Mike Pascucci
Richard L. Gardner Jr.

Carl H. Baker
Peter Martino

Molly “Skully” Hamilton
Bill Healey

John S. Waterman
Deborah Harrington

Scott “Scooter” Wilson
Christina “Hippie Chick” Voloshen

Mel “Mongo” McKinstry
Tim Columbia

John McKenzie
Bruce Taylor
Tom McKay

Richard "Red-Dog" Lucas
Terry A. Cook

Michelle Hall
Barbara Rancourt
Robert C. Taylor

Chris Peek
Brenda Force
Walt Rutski
Stan Bach
Dick Fulton
Victor Green

Martha Strouse
Dorothy Falt

Terry “Doc” O’Rourke
Robert Shuster
Martin Hourihan
Frank Martorana

Tom Fleming
Robert J. Ritchie

Angie Shufelt
Donald R. Blasko
Brian Paschen
Gary P Myers

John V. “Jack” Wrigley
Chris Allen

Edmund “Eddy” George Keyes
Bill Cox

Mary Walker
Jan Aguirre
Bob Gleason

“Big Deb” Matson
Vinnie Smiraglia
Wild Bill Sperry

Kurt Straub 
Dan Lundy

Nicola S. Bennett
Andrew “Animal” Liuzzi

Brenda Boellner 
Joe Pleickhardt 

Rick Davis 
Jerry MacDonald 
Clyde Hamilton

Michael Anthony - 
“Mike” DeBetta
Darren Jornov
Gerald Lasher

Roz Healey
Robert “Bob” Chatterson

Morris “Moe” Atwell
Herb Lingle Sr.
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